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Livestock and Small Animal Pointed Activity List 
JUNIORS AND SENIORS 

 
Each year choose up to 10 activities to complete. You will earn 1 point for each you activity you 
complete and bring into the 4-H office for verification. You are welcome to submit any of the activities 
as fair entries. This list includes two types of activities: species-specific and general. For species-specific 
activities, the applicable animal is listed in the parenthesis.  For general activities, no particular species is 
listed and the activity is applicable for any species. Please note, not all activities are appropriate for all 
species 
 
Species include: 
Alpacas and Llamas 
Beef Cattle 
Domestic Birds 
Cats 
Dogs 
Goats (meat, dairy, fiber, pack) 
 

Pets (includes fish, lizards, arachnids, insects, reptiles, etc.) 
Poultry 
Rabbits and Cavies 
Sheep 
Swine 
 

 
GENERAL  

1. Complete one chapter in the 4-H Skills for Life Animal Series. Complete the learning activities and fill out 
the questions. You do NOT need to complete the extra projects as those activities are contained within 
the list. You may submit up to 2 chapters per species per year for points. Each chapter earns 1 point. 

 
SCIENCE 

Write up your results in a poster display, lab report, or PowerPoint. 
 

2. Using a homemade incubator and a commercial incubator, design a science experiment that tests the 
reliability of each. (POULTRY) 

3. Conduct a short-term feeding trial to determine what feeds your (SPECIES) prefers. 
4. Conduct an experiment on spoilage of edible animal products. (BEEF, GOAT, POULTRY, RABBITS, 

SHEEP, SWINE) 
5. Put the same type of cat litter in four boxes. Put each box in a different place in your home. You may 

only use three boxes if you do not have enough locations. Based on how often each box is used, 
determine which location your cat prefers. (CAT) 

6. Obtain at least 4 types of cat litter. Put each one in a different litter box. Place all four boxes where the 
litter in normally kept. Observe and record the use for one week. Remove stools and urine from litter 
box after each recording. (CAT) 

7. Obtain 4 types of animal bedding. Conduct an experiment to determine which bedding is best for your 
(SPECIES). 

8. Conduct an experiment by filling a water bottle, feeder, or trough with fresh water and then examining 
the quality of water each day and record your findings. 

9. Conduct a real-life rabbit breeding experiment. Analyze and report the results. (RABBIT) 
10. Conduct a real-life species breeding experienced with a species with fur/wool/fiber/hair/feathers in 

which animals are bred for color or markings. Report the results. 
 
ANIMAL SCIENCE 

Nutrition and Digestion 

11. Watch your livestock while it grazes or browses pasture/woods and write down what it likes to eat. 
(ALPACAS/LLAMAS, BEEF CATTLE, GOATS, SHEEP, SWINE) 
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12. Make a display on how a deficiency of specific nutrient affects the growth or productivity of a (SPECIES). 
The display can be on a poster, a PowerPoint, blog, a booklet, or a pamphlet. 

13. Find feed tags from three different companies and review the feed ingredients to see how they differ. 
14. Compare feed tags from a general feed product with a product designed for special dietary needs or 

specific situations (ex. milking, large dog). 
15. Compare the food labels on a young species food and adult/senior species food. What are the major 

differences in nutritional content between the two diets? Why are these differences important to the 
health of each age? 

16. Figure feed conversion for your species by diving pounds of feed fed by total weight gain. Include a 
write up of the feed used and show your mathematical calculations. 

17. Formulate your own feed ration for your (SPECIES). Include ingredients used and percentages of 
nutrients. Turn in a sample of your feed if possible. 

18. Check your feed label of your mineral mix and see if it's a complete ration for your (SPECIES) at it's age 
and production level. Report your results. (ALPACA/LLAMA, BEEF, GOAT, SHEEP) 

19. Take a sample of hay and grain you feed your (species) and have it analyzed by a forage testing service. 
Compare the nutrients analysis with nutrient requirements of your (species). 

20. Explain to your helper why livestock can survive by eating hay but dogs and cats cannot and pigs can eat 
very little. (ALPACA/LLAMA, BEEF, CAT, DOG, GOAT, RABBIT, SHEEP, SWINE) 

21. Make a table then compares the digestive tracks (in quarts) for goats, sheep, swine, beef cattle, horses. 
(Rumen, Reticulum, Omasum, Abomasum, small intestine, cecum, large intestine.) Fill a large container 
with various amounts of water so you can see how big the compartments are. Photograph the water 
amounts for the various compartments of the digestive track of (species). (BEEF, GOAT, SHEEP, SWINE) 

22. Make a PowerPoint presentation or a poster display teaching others the “parts of the digestive” system 
of your species. Include information on the purpose of the parts. 

23. Preserve a digestive system. (RABBIT, POULTY, SHEEP, GOAT) 

Health 

24. Develop a weekly disease examination checklist for your (SPECIES). 
25. Research and draw the life cycle of an internal or external parasite of your choice. Include information 

about each stage. 
26. Make a display (poster or computer) or book that provides information on the parasites for (SPECIES). 

Include a picture of the parasite and information on where it is found on the species, how it spreads, 
problems it causes, and treatment. 

27. Ask your veterinarian for a blank health examination form. As you examine your (SPECIES), write down 
what you observe on the blank form. Discuss what you find with your helper. 

28. Investigate three medications that are approved for use in (SPECIES). Learn how to administer them, 
when to use them, and how long animal products must be withheld for human consumption 
after using them. Create a poster display with the information, prepare a written report with the 
information or give a presentation on the topic. 

29. Investigate zoonotic diseases transmissible by your (SPECIES). List the name of the diseased, signs of 
illness in your (SPECIES), how the disease can be transmitted and how to prevent the disease. 

30. Make a display that teaches or have someone video you demonstrating the three methods of 
administering livestock medications. (Orally, Intramuscularly, Subcutaneously) (ALPACA/LLAMA, BEEF, 
GOAT, POULTRY, RABBIT, SHEEP, SWINE) 

31. Attend a necropsy of an animal. Record your thoughts on paper or blog. 
32. Assist or observe at a public rabies vaccination clinic. Record what you learned. (CAT/DOG) 
33. Have someone video you while you perform canine CPR. (DOG) 
34. Observe the neutering, spaying or castration of a (SPECIES). Record what you saw and the purpose of 

what was done. Include pictures of any were taken. 
35. Make a first aid kit for your (SPECIES). Include note in the kit that explains the reason for each item. 
36. Make a supplies kit to be able to treat common diseases in your (SPECIES). Include a note in the kit that 

explains how each item should be used. 
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Reproduction/Birthing 

37. Make a display that teaches how to determine heat/estrus of the female in your (SPECIES). 
38. Make a display that teaches the embryonic development of the (SPECIES). Use poster, PowerPoint, 

webpage, or book format to display the information. 
39. Make a display that teaches what tasks need to be accomplished during gestation of livestock.  

(ALPACA/BEEF/GOAT/LLAMA/SHEEP/SWINE) 
40. Make a display that teaches what you would do one week prior to a doe kindling to one week after she 

kindles. (RABBIT) 
41. Create a display that teaches the birthing process for your (SPECIES). Include normal signs as well as 

possible abnormal signs. 
42. Make a display that teaches the different types of dystocias that can occur in birth of a (SPECIES). 

(ALPACA/LLAMA, BEEF, CAT, DOG, GOAT, RABBIT, SHEEP, SWINE) 
43. Have someone video you while you tube feed a goat kid or lamb. Explain why you need to do this. 

(GOAT, SHEEP) 
44. Make a display that teaches how to tube feed a goat kid or lamb. Explain why you need to do this. 

(GOAT, SHEEP) 
45. Make a video or presentation that teaches how to take care of a newborn (species). 
46. Have someone video you while you dis-bud a goat kid or lamb. Explain why you need to do this. 

(GOAT, SHEEP) 
47. Have someone video you while you castrate a male goat kid or lamb. Explain why you need to do this. 

(GOAT, SHEEP) 
48. Create a diagram, poster or model of a female (SPECIES) ovary. Make sure what you create contains 

major structures that can be found on an ovary. Investigate and report on the function of these 
structures. 

49. Using spreadsheet software, show the benefits of palpating a doe 15 days after each mating. Assume you 
have 50 does and each time you palpated them 10 were not pregnant . Over a year's time how many 
days of non-productivity would you save? 

Genetics 

50. Using the Punnett Square, show the possible genetic combinations a species’ parent can give an offspring 
for a given characteristic of the species. Choose a characteristic other than the examples that appear in 
some of the species books. 

51. Report on the traits that are dominant and the traits that are recessive in your species. Provide this 
information in a training pamphlet, blog format, PowerPoint or poster. 

Structure 

52. Mount the skeleton of a poultry or rabbit. (Use a specimen that has been slaughtered and follow 
techniques for removing skin, muscles, tendons) (POULTRY, RABBIT) 

53. Make a poster teaching the external parts of the (SPECIES). 
54. Make a poster comparing the parts of (SPECIES) to another animal. 

Safety 

55. Go to another (SPECIES) owner's house and together conduct a search for objects and possible situations 
that may be hazardous to pets/livestock. List the hazards you found and provide a possible solution for 
the situation. 

Registration 

56. Register your animal with the appropriate breed registration. Include copies of the application and all 
supporting documents you sent. 

57. Tattoo your animal. Have someone video or photograph you while you are doing the procedure. Include 
a written statement of the tattoo used and the meaning of all numbers or letters used and the purpose 
of the procedure. 
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Showmanship and Judging 

58. Judge three classes of (SPECIES) and give reasons for your judging. Photograph each of the entrants and 
provide reasons for your answers either in an audio file or in writing. 

59. Judging three production animals of your (SPECIES). Photograph each of the entrants and provide 
reasons for your answers either in an audio file or in writing. (Differs from previous activity in that this 
judging activity must include aspects of production.) 

60. Develop a judging guide handout to be used by the public attending a (SPECIES) show. 
61. Make a grooming kit for (SPECIES). Include a note in the kit that explains the reason for each item. 

 
ANIMAL TECHNOLOGY 

62. Create a chart listing the pros and cons for “genome manipulation” of agriculture animals and plants. 
63. Discuss why biotechnology is a global science and issue. 

 
ENGINEERING 

64. Design a (Species) Home and Farm Food Tube. Design the parts that are needed to get species feed from 
a feed bag to the (SPECIES). Draw a schematic of your design and include a write up on how it works. 
You can build a model of your design. 

65. Design a (SPECIES) Waste Disposal Tube. Design the parts that are needed to get the manure out of the 
(SPECIES housing) and to an area where it can be safely stored, used, or disposed off. Draw a schematic 
of your design and include a write up on how it works. 

 
ELECTRICITY 

66. Build a poultry de-featherer. (POULTRY) 
67. Build a poultry scalder. (POULTRY) 
68. Build a self-correcting display for teaching parts of a (SPECIES) (either internal or external). Using electric 

circuit theory, devise a self-correcting display in which either lights or sound determine if the user has 
correctly matched two items. 

69. Build a self-correcting display for teaching breed identification. Using electric circuit theory, devise a self-
correcting display in which either lights or sound determine if the user has correctly matched two items. 

70. Build a self-correcting display for teaching common diseases of the species. Using electric circuit theory, 
devise a self-correcting display in which either lights or sound determine if the user has correctly 
matched two items. 

 
COMMUNICATIONS 

Stories or Essays (either in written or audio file format) 

71. Write a fictional story about a (SPECIES). 
72. Write a persuasive essay in which you take a side in a major animals industry debate. 
73. Write a short story where someone experiences the consequences of making an unethical decision 

regarding their (SPECIES). 
74. Observe the teaching styles of very effective dog showmanship or obedience teachers. What makes them 

such effective teachers? How do they adjust their teaching styles if there are different learners in their 
group? Share what you learned (DOG) 

Editorial 

75. Write a letter to the editor of your local newspaper to educate people in your community about the 
importance of pet population control. Use facts and statistics from your local animal shelter about the 
homeless pet problem in your area if you can. (CAT/DOG) 

76. Write a letter to the editor of your paper about a local ethical issue about your (SPECIES). 
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Ads (written for magazine, newspapers, blogs; audio for radio or pod-cast; video for TV, Internet) 

77. Create an advertisement for a (SPECIES) product. Make sure you identify your product, define your 
target audience and state a clear message. 

78. Create an advertisement for a breed of (SPECIES). The ad can be for TV, radio, newspaper or magazine. 
79. Create an advertisement to sell a (SPECIES) in an on-line classified service or in a newspaper. 
80. Create a commercial that could be played in a local store to advertise a product related to your 

(SPECIES). 

Pamphlets/Blogs/Brochures 

81. Create a pamphlet/blog that highlights the benefits of a breed of (SPECIES). 
82. Create a brochure, blog, or other educational tool to encourage dog breeders to breed dogs ethically 

and intelligently, so that breed related problems can be reduced. (DOG) 
83. Make a pamphlet on how breed characteristics influence both the problem behaviors that specific dogs 

have and correction measures that will be most effective. (DOG) 
84.  Make a pamphlet about puppy personality testing. Explain how this testing helps someone select a dog 

that is most likely to be successful in its intended role. (DOG) 
85. Make a training handout that you could give to friends and neighbors to teach them how to teach their 

(SPECIES)tricks. (DOG, GOAT) 
86. Make a pamphlet that teaches someone how to make a (SPECIES) management calendar. 

Journal 

87. Arrange to be present when some chicks hatch and have them imprint on you. Keep a notebook that 
records their behavior and interactions with you. (POULTRY) 

88. Keep a journal of your experience planning and organizing a (SPECIES) event. 
89. Watch some of the animal medical shows on TV. Make categories about the types of reasons dogs are 

brought to the hospital. What seems to be the most common problem? How could these problems have 
been prevented? (DOG) 

90. Create a brochure, blog, or other educational tool to encourage dog breeders to breed dogs ethically 
and intelligently, so that breed related problems can be reduced. (DOG) 

Video/TV Show “Reports” 

The movie review can be written, recorded as audio file or recorded as a video file. Written entries can 
include a blog entry, essay, newspaper article, or paragraph. 
 

91. Watch a movie that depicts your (SPECIES). Write a movie review. Include in your review the accuracy of 
the information on the species. 

92. Watch dog shows on TV to watch professionals show their dog. Prepare a summary of how they handled 
their dog. (DOG) 

93. Watch an animal show or movie and determine how trainers use animals' natural behaviors to teach them 
“tricks.” Report what you learn. 

94. Study advertisements on television, radio and on-line. Summarize the ads studied. Report the target 
audience, what grabbed your attention and the message delivered (which may not be what was 
advertised.) If possible choose ads that either include your species as part of the ad or are related to 
your (SPECIES) or to livestock & animals in general. 

Book “Reports” 

95. Read or listen to the audio of a non-fiction book written by someone who raised your (SPECIES). Write a 
letter to an author of a book who writes about your (SPECIES). Ask the author at least 4 specific 
questions. Include the answer to the questions if the author responds to your letter. 

96. Read a book about (SPECIES) health. Report on at least 3 things you learned. 
97. Read a book about (SPECIES) first aid to learn more. Report on at least 3 things. 
98. Read at least one chapter in a book on how to socialize a puppy. Report what you learn. (DOG) 
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Make Your Own Book/Scrapbook 

99. Make a scrapbook and/or a storybook about breeds of (SPECIES). List the characteristics of each. Tell 
what you like and do not like about each breed. 

100. Make a breed book to be used to instruct kid in Grades 3-6 on the most common breeds of (SPECIES). 
Include at least 6 species and all relevant identifying information, including origin. 

101. Make a breed book to be used to instruct kid in Grades 3-6 on the uncommon breeds of (SPECIES). 
Include at least 6 species and all relevant identifying information, including origin. 

102. Make a scrapbook celebrating the life of a deceased pet. Include photographs, drawings, mementos and 
stories. 

103. Make a book that teaches other (SPECIES) owners what the signs of a normal species birth are. 
104. Create a scrapbook of examples of good and bad sportsmanship that appear in newspapers or magazines. 
105. Make a scrapbook (paper or digital) on (SPECIES) industry event 

Plans (Business, Management, Family) 

106. Write a business plan for a (SPECIES)-related business you could have as a JR. 
107. Write a business plan for a (SPECIES)-related business you could have as a SR. 
108. Write up a summary of how commercial (SPECIES)producers use records in their businesses to make 

decisions. 
109. Develop a management plan for raising a small commercial meat business. Include local ordinances, 

species selection options, housing, feed, disease control, mortality estimates, management of (SPECIES), 
products, budget for one year, time commitment. (BEEF, GOAT, RABBIT, SHEEP) 

110. Develop a management plan for raising a (SPECIES) for eggs, wool, fiber, or dairy. Include local 
ordinances, species selection options, housing, feed, disease control, mortality estimates, management of 
species, products, budget for one year, time commitment. (ALPALCA/LLAMA, BEEF, GOAT, 
POULTRY, RABBIT, SHEEP) 

111. Develop a management plan for raising a breeding business of a (SPECIES). Include local ordinances, 
species selection options, housing, feed, disease control, mortality estimates, management of species, 
products, budget for one year, time commitment. 

112. Make a marketing plan for a new product from your (SPECIES). Include the target audience and how you 
would advertise. Be creative. 

113. Meet with your family and discuss how much time each person plans to spend taking care of the 
(SPECIES) and what tasks they will do. Create and display a family (SPECIES) care schedule. Also create a 
family pet contract and ask each person to agree to the terms and sign it.  (CAT, DOG, PET) 

114. Prepare a management plan for dogs (puppies and adults) who have problems with house soiling. (DOG) 
115. Devise a plan of behavior for your pet. List the rules the pet should follow. Outline a plan for teaching 

your pet to follow the rules discussed. (CAT, DOG, GOAT, RABBIT) 
116. Pretend you own a dog boarding kennel and create a policy and procedure manual for your business. 

(DOG) 
117. Create a plan for recovery for a lost pet/run away farm animal.  Include a list of situations which could 

result in the (SPECIES) being lost and what you will do to prevent the situation. Prepare a pre-made 
poster with identifying features of your (SPECIES). Make a list of places you could advertise the lost 
animal. Also include a list of those who could help you search for the animal. 

118. Develop a milk testing program for your herd. (SHEEP, GOAT) 
119. Create an annual health calendar for someone who raises the same (SPECIES) as you. 

Resume 

120. Write a resume and cover letter to apply for an imaginary (SPECIES) related job. 

Display (poster, PowerPoint, map) 

121. Prepare presentation on how to designing a rabbitry, including all considerations that need to be made. 
(RABBIT) 
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122. Make a poster display showing the country of origin for the breeds of your (SPECIES). Include at least 
30 breeds (less if your species has fewer than 30 breeds.) 

123. Create a poster or PowerPoint presentation showing problems in several more breeds of dogs and share 
what you learned with your helper or group. (DOG) 

124. Contact the Center for Disease Control in Atlanta, Georgia or visit their web site. Ask for the statistics 
on zoonotic diseases in the US for the last 10 years. Using a map of the US, identify where the cases 
have occurred. Looking at the data, what trends do you see over the past decade. 

125. Make a display (computer or poster) that shows the journey of an animal product from start to finished 
product for sale. (ALPACA/LLAMA, BEEF, GOAT, POULTRY, RABBIT, SHEEP, SWINE) 

126. Make display that lists at least 5 important (SPECIES) by-products. (ALPACA/LLAMA, BEEF, GOAT, 
POULTRY, RABBIT, SHEEP, SWINE) 

127. Make a display that features little known bi-products from your species. (ALPACA/LLAMA, BEEF, 
GOAT, POULTRY, RABBIT, SHEEP, SWINE) 

128. Make a display that shows the proper handling and care of fleece, wool, or fur. (ALPACA/LLAMA, 
CAT, DOG, GOAT, SHEEP) 

129. Make an information display on the cuts of meat from an animal. (BEEF, GOAT, POULTRY, SHEEP, 
SWINE) 

130. Make a poster that teaches the benefits of goat/sheep milk. (GOAT/SHEEP) 
131. Prepare and give a presentation on how humans have affected the life cycle of other animals. 
132. Make a display on the seven-level hierarchy of the domestic rabbit. (RABBIT) 
133. Prepare a display showing how the denning instinct can be used to train a dog. (DOG) 
134. Make a display that shows how to groom two different breeds of your (SPECIES). 
135. Make a display that teaches how to produce quality hay. (ALPACA/LLAMA, BEEF, GOAT, POULTRY, 

RABBIT, SHEEP) 
136. Make a display that teaches how to determine high quality hay. (ALPACA/LLAMA, BEEF, GOAT, 

POULTRY, RABBIT, SHEEP) 
137. Make a display that explains the information in a “formal description” of a (SPECIES). 

Research 

138. Read about the temperament or personality of different breeds of (SPECIES). Record which breed of 
(SPECIES) you would choose based on temperament and which breed you would choose based on 
appearance. 

139. Using the internet, find an animal breeder with your (SPECIES)whom which you can correspond. Write 
to the breeder and ask him/her about the animals he/she raises. Ask at least 5 questions over a course 
of several emails. Submit copies of your correspondence. 

140. Report about a new breed being developed for (SPECIES). Include information on the foundation breeds 
being used, why it is being developed, who is developing it and why they are developing it. 

141. Report on the pedigree of your (SPECIES). 
142. Investigate how to correct behavioral problems in puppies and what happens if your puppies aren't 

properly socialized (DOG) 
143. Investigate one of the guide dog institutes in more depth. Make a display educating the public about the 

group. (DOG) 
144. Do an Internet search for the phrase “(SPECIES) health;” read interesting articles, print them out and 

make a notebook of the ones you would like to keep. 
145. Investigate organizations in your community or region that sponsor assistance dogs and other service 

dogs. List the requirements for sponsoring one of these dogs. (DOG) 
146. Compare the information about quality assurance for products from goat, sheep, beef, pork, poultry, 

and rabbit producers using information from the Animal Skills for Life and the Internet. 
147. Write a video segment where you argue one side of a major animal industry debate. 

Charts 

148. Do a survey to determine what breeds are most popular in your community. Ask at least 12 owners what 
breed they raise. Chart the data. 
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149. Make a pedigree chart for your animal. 
150. Make a family tree for yourself which includes at least three generations on each side of your family. 
151. Create a decision making tree that would help someone choose the right breed of (SPECIES) for their 

family or farm. 
152. Make a graph of market (SPECIES) prices over a two-month period. 

Creative 

153. Describe how you would develop a new (SPECIES). Explain what breeds you would use and what would be 
unique about the breed you are developing. Draw a picture of an ideal example of this 

 
PHOTOGRPAHY 

154. Make a (SPECIES) breed photography display. Display at least 12 types of your (SPECIES). (For species 
where this is not possible, include as many as possible.) 

155. Create a photo display of healthy and unhealthy animals of your (SPECIES). Photograph the specific part 
of the animal you are comparing. Provide descriptions of the photos. 

156. Create a photo gallery of (SPECIES) with good and poor conformation. 
157. Create a photo journal of (SPECIES) showing different behaviors, postures, and body language. Label each 

photo with the behavior you think the (SPECIES) was showing. 
158. Create a photo journal of you demonstrating basic skills need for a (SPECIES); write or narrate a script to 

go with it. 
159. Create a photo journal of you teaching a dog a trick. (DOG) 
160. Using a series of photographs create a book or display on how to wash/groom your (SPECIES) for a 

show. 
161. Help a dog groomer for a day. Photograph and record the steps that the professional groomers do while 

grooming a dog. (DOG) 
162. Make a photo essay of the process involved in showing your (SPECIES). 
163. Create a photo journal of various (SPECIES) facilities. 
164. Photograph someone tattooing a (SPECIES). Write up a description of what is happening. 
165. Identify parts of a processed (SPECIES). Take a picture and label the parts. (BEEF, GOAT, POULTRY, 

RABBIT, SHEEP, SWINE) 
166. Fit your species for a show. Take photos during the process. Write descriptions for the photos. Or, 

make before and after drawings. Take notes so you'll know what to do next time. 
167. Make a photo journal that teaches how to produce quality hay. 
168. Make a photo journal that teaches how to select quality hay. 

 
VIDEOS 

169. Make a video of birds establishing a pecking order. (POULTRY) 
170. Make a video of behavior of (SPECIES). 
171. Make an instructional video about how to get the bird in and out of a cage safely. (POULTRY) 
172. Make an instructional video on how to wash/groom your (SPECIES) for show. 
173. Make a video of getting ready for a show. 
174. Make an instructional video on the process involved in showing your (SPECIES). 
175. Make an instructional video on how to administer a medication to your (SPECIES). Include information 

on why the medication is used, the benefits of the medication and risks of using the medication. 
176. Make an instructional video on how to administer routine vaccinations permitted by NY State to be 

administered by owner on your (SPECIES). Include information on why the medication is used, the 
benefits of the medication and risks of using the medication. 

177. Create a video of you demonstrating basic care skills for your (SPECIES); write or narrate a script to go 
with it. 

178. Make an instructional video of someone performing canine CPR. (DOG) 
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179. Arrange to be present at the birth of your (SPECIES). Make a video of the birth. Edit the video to 
include instructional information on the birth process. 

180. Video the process of tube feeding a goat kid or lamb. Include instructional information on why you 
need to do this. (GOAT, SHEEP) 

181. Video the neutering, spaying or castrating of a (SPECIES). Provide a narrative on what happened. 
182. Video a necropsy of an animal. 
183. Make a video that teaches how to produce quality hay. 
184. Make a video that teaches how to select quality hay. 
185. Make a video to teach others about sportsmanship. 

 
ARTS AND CRAFTS 

186. Design your own mutt: draw or cut and paste together a (SPECIES) that is made up of your favorite 
parts of purebred (SPECIES). 

187. Make a drawing of the skeletal system of your (SPECIES). Label the parts. 
188. Make a model of the digestive system of your (SPECIES) using recycled items. Include a short write up of 

why you choose the different items. 
189. Create a model of a female's (SPECIES) ovary. Make sure what you create contains major structures that 

can be found on an ovary. 
190. Dye hand-blown eggs using homemade dyes. (POULTRY) 
191. Dye wool or fiber using homemade dyes. (SHEEP, FIBER GOAT, ALPACA, LLAMA) 
192. Dye and compare the wool/fiber using both homemade and commercial dyes. (SHEEP, FIBER GOAT, 

ALPACA, LLAMA) 
193. Make a 3 dimensional model showing the path of an (SPECIES) product from the live animal to the 

product being in the store. 
194. Make a model of a facility to house (SPECIES). 
195. Fit your (SPECIES) for a show. Make before and after drawings. Write descriptions for the drawings. 
196. Combine one cup of cheese curds (that you made) with one tablespoon of baking soda and ¼ cup of 

water. Stir until smooth to make white glue. (GOAT, SHEEP) 
197. Prepare a pelt. (GOAT, RABBIT, SHEEP) 

 
SEWING 

198. Make a rabbit wrap. (RABBIT). 
199. Make a pack saddle blanket (GOAT). 
200. Measure a rabbit/goat/sheep pelt to determine the square inches for selling. (RABBIT, GOAT, SHEEP) 

 
GARDENING 

201. Develop a composting method for your (SPECIES) manure. Make a display showing how the manure can 
be composted and used. (ALPACA/LLAMA, BEEF, GOAT, RABBIT/CAVIES, POULTRY, SHEEP) 

 
WOODWORKING/ CONSTRUCTION 

202. Construct a tack/show/supplies box for your (SPECIES). 
203. Construct and egg candler. (POULTRY) 
204. Construct an incubator.(POULTRY) 
205. Construct a dis-budding box. Plans are available at www.n4-Hccs.org/dairygoat (GOAT) 
206. Construct a pack saddle. (GOAT/LLAMA/ALPACA/SHEEP) 
207. Create a wooden puzzle of your (SPECIES) at market weight or maturity. Each piece should represent an 

important part of the (SPECIES) that should be looked at carefully before an animal is chosen as a project 
animal/quality pet.   

208. Construct a rabbit/cavies hutch. (RABBIT/CAVIES) 
209. Build a rabbitry for your use or to sell. (RABBIT/CAVIES) 
210. Construct a wire cage for the transport of your species. (POULTRY, RABBIT, PETS) 
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THEATER 

211. Create a skit where humans act out the interactions between different animals of a (SPECIES). (Think 
dogs at a dog park, a flock of sheep or poultry, herd of goats or beef cows.) 

212. Create a play about a (SPECIES). 
213. Create a series if skits that demonstrate good and poor sportsmanship. 

 
COOKING 

214. Make a main dish recipe using meat from your (SPECIES). (BEEF, SHEEP, GOATS, RABBITS, POULTRY, 
SWINE) 

215. Make a main dish recipe using eggs. (POULTRY). 
216. Make ice cream from the animal's milk. (GOAT, SHEEP) 
217. Make yogurt from the animal's milk. (GOAT, SHEEP) 
218. Make cheese from the animal's milk. Try adding salt to your cheese and wrapping it tightly in 

cheesecloth. Press it under something heavy overnight in your refrigerator. This will make a harder 
cheese. (GOAT, SHEEP) 

219. Prepare homemade ice cream safely using cooked custard. (POULTRY, GOAT, SHEEP) 
220. Prepare a meal using an unusual cut of meat or unusual cuts of poultry. (BEEF, GOAT, SHEEP, 

POULTRY, RABBIT, SWINE) 
221. Prepare two dishes, using chicken in one and rabbit in the other. Conduct a taste test with family 

members and friends. (POULTRY, RABBIT) 
222. Prepare several dishes using the product from your (SPECIES) and conduct a taste test. (BEEF, GOAT, 

SHEEP, POULTRY, RABBIT, SWINE) 
223. Create a display to teach food safety and handling animal products. (BEEF, GOAT, SHEEP, POULTRY, 

RABBIT, SWINE) 
224. Set up a rabbit meat promotional display at a local farmers market or supermarket.  Write out favorite 

recipes you might distribute and decide what other facts you want people to know about rabbits. 
(RABBIT) 

225. Make a recipe book focusing on farm animal products. (BEEF, GOAT, SHEEP, POULTRY, RABBIT, 
SWINE) 

226. Design a meal menu using all local products, including a product from your  (SPECIES). (BEEF, GOAT, 
SHEEP, POULTRY, RABBIT, SWINE) 

227. Cook a meal using all local food products. (BEEF, GOAT, SHEEP, POULTRY, RABBIT, SWINE) 
228. Cook a meal using all organic products.  (BEEF, GOAT, SHEEP, POULTRY, RABBIT, SWINE) 

 
COLLECTIONS 

229. Collect feathers, fiber, wool or fur from different (SPECIES) and make a specimen display. Label the items. 
230. Make a feed sample collection. Collect and label as many different types of feed samples as you can. 

 
FINANCES 

231. Design a budget for a neighbor or friend who might be interested in starting a breeding/animal business 
of your (SPECIES). 

232. Create a table to predict market dates for animal at various starting weights. Use the average final market 
weight for your  (SPECIES) and a daily average gain. (BEEF, GOAT, POULTRY, RABBIT, SWINE) 

233. Go to a farm and ranch store and check out the various types of fencing materials. Make a chart that 
compares the cost per linear foot. 

234. Visit a pet store, animal shelter, or farm store and find as many pieces of (SPECIES) equipment as you 
can. Record the costs. 
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235. To help you investigate “wants” verse “needs” go to a pet/farm supply store and make a list of some of 
the items you see. Which items does your (SPECIES) NEED? Which items do you just WANT your 
species to have? Develop a budget to plan for both types of items. 

236. Visit several stores and compare at least 10 different types of litter. Compare the cost per pound, type of 
product, such as scoop able or non-scoopable, and other advantages and disadvantages of each. Make a 
chart of your findings. (CAT) 

237. Shop at a local feed supply store or on-line catalogs to compare the cost of pre-made cages. Determine 
the cost of constructing wire cages yourself. Compare the sets of prices.   

238. Look at all the ways money is spent on (SPECIES). Develop a list of possible job opportunities for each of 
the areas such as health, equipment, food, toys, supplies, etc. 

239. Using spread sheets, set up a computerized budget for your  (SPECIES). Use the spread sheet you 
developed for at least 4 months of entries. If you get a load of hay for your  (SPECIES) at one time, 
include that even if it is outside your time frame.   

240. Use a specific computer program designed for financial record-keeping to keep track of your spending 
for your species for at least 4 months. 

241. Plan a fund-raiser to help sponsor a local low-cost spay/neuter clinic. Or help create a fund to help low-
income people in your area get their cats spayed/neutered. (CAT/DOG) 

242. Investigate what your community does with the fines it collected from various dog law ordinances. 
243. Make a table about how much money you will have in 20 years if you save $1, $5, or $10 a week. 
244. Fill out the family income tax forms. (TEEN activity) 
245. Create a budget to help you start saving for college. 

 
COMPUTER 

246. Design a computerized decision making tool that helps a family choose the right breed of (SPECIES) for 
them. 

247. Design and program a video game that teaches an aspect of (SPECIES) husbandry. 
248. Design and program a video game that teaches internal parts of a (SPECIES). 
249. Design and program a video game that teaches external parts of a (SPECIES). 
250. Design and program a video game that teaches breeds of a (SPECIES). 
251. Create a program that allows you to input the number of breeding does you have and the number of 

pregnant does each breed cycle to determine the overall days of non-productivity you have. (RABBIT) 
252. Develop or use a computer program to computerize the records of your herd/flock/breeding stock. 

 
INTERVIEW 

To record your response to your field trip, you may present the information as a power-point, a journal 
entry, a blog, a photography story, a web page, a newspaper article, a scrapbook entry, an essay or a 
letter. You may make a video or audio file. 
 

253. Interview a breeder who raises a breed that is different from your (SPECIES). Ask him/her to tell you 
why he/she choose the breed, the benefits he/she see in the breed, the management practices he/she 
uses and any recommendations he/she has about raising that breed. 

254. Interview the breeder of a rare breed of your (SPECIES). Ask him/her to tell you why he/she choose the 
breed, the benefits he/she see in the breed, the management practices he/she uses and any 
recommendations he/she has about raising that breed. 

255. Interview two breeders at a (SPECIES) show. Ask questions about the breeds they raise and why they 
raise that breed. 

256. Interview 4 local (SPECIES) raisers and ask why they decided to raise that particular breed. 
257. Interview three or four (SPECIES) owners. Devise a chart with 6 characteristic a person might select from 

when choosing one of the (SPECIES).  Keep a chart of what people say are the advantages and 
disadvantages of each characteristic. 
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258. Interview a breeder of your (SPECIES). Ask how he/she improves the performance or the quality of 
his/her breed. Write up what you learned. You can submit your answer as a blog, a journal entry or an 
essay. 

259. Interview the staff at an animal shelter and find out why families give their (SPECIES) to shelters. 
Document what you learn and include a section on how better planning and decision making could have 
prevented these problems. 

260. Interview the staff at an animal shelter and find out how many dogs enter each year and how many find 
homes. How many are purebreds and how many are mixed breeds? Include a discussion of how this 
information affects your decision to breed or not to breed. (DOG) 

261. Interview 3 (SPECIES) producers/raisers about what housing facilities they recommend. 
262. Interview other dog owners about the kennels where they board their dogs. Share what you learned with 

your group or helper. (DOG) 
263. Interview 2 (SPECIES) producers/raiser to ask about their management plans and how they keep their 

animals healthy. 
264. Interview a vet about withdrawal times, extra-label drug use, outlawed medications, and residues. 
265. Interview a veterinarian about how they can tell what is wrong with a sick (SPECIES). 
266. Interview a veterinarian about what supplies are needed to treat a sick (SPECIES). 
267. Talk to another (SPECIES) raiser and ask about the birthing process. Learn how long a normal birth 

should take. 
268. Interview a veterinarian about signs of a possible abnormal birth of (SPECIES). 
269. Interview a professional dog trainer and ask how he/she handles difficulties in training a dog. (DOG) 
270. Interview a veterinarian, trainer or animal behavioralist to determine how spaying or neutering can 

improve dog's behavior.  (DOG) 
271. Interview a police K-9 officer or Canine Search and Rescue and ask them how they use their dogs to do 

their jobs. (DOG) 
272. Interview a funeral director, physician or veterinarian. Ask them how they help their clients or patients 

deal with grief after the loss of a pet. (CAT/DOG/PET) 
273. Talk to a counselor about the grieving process. Ask them what training they receive to help others with 

their grief. (CAT/DOG/PET) 
274. Interview a veterinarian and ask him/her to teach you how to score a dog's body condition. (DOG) 
275. Go to a (SPECIES) show and interview show people about what is involved in getting ready for a show. 
276. Visit with your school guidance counselor to see what is required to become a veterinarian. 
277. Invite a medical researcher to discuss how species are used. (CAT, RABBIT, SHEEP) 
278. Interview some from the local animal control office about the regulations concerning your (SPECIES). 

Report what you learn. 
279. Interview the health department about food-borne illnesses. 
280. Interview someone who markets products made from your (SPECIES) and find out what they have found 

to be the most successful marketing strategies. 
281. Find and interview someone who believes in animal rights. And someone else who believes in animal 

welfare. Compare and contrast their views. 
282. Interview a certified public accountant about budgeting. 
283. Interview three people you know and ask them why teamwork is important. 
284. Interview people in five different agriculture careers. 

 
FIELD TRIPS 

To record your response to your field trip, you may present the information as a power-point, a journal 
entry, a blog, a photography story, a web page, a newspaper article, a scrapbook entry, an essay or a 
letter. You may make a video or audio file. 
 

285. Visit several (at least 3) who raise your (SPECIES) and observe how they handle and raise their animals. 
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286. Visit (SPECIES) show or a fair, other than Clinton County where animals are shown. Take a breed list or 
book for your (SPECIES) with you. Make a list of all the breeds you see. 

287. Visit a (SPECIES) show that has several different breeds and decide which classes they fit into. Photograph 
the animals and write the reasons for placing them in the classes. 

288. Visit a rabbit show with multiple rabbit breeds present. Compare how each rabbit feels, measure how 
long the wool/fur is, look at the characteristics such as rollback and flyback, resiliency, and sheen. 
(RABBIT) 

289. Attend a (SPECIES) show hosted by one of the (SPECIES) associations. Observe how (SPECIES) are shown. 
Describe how the (SPECIES) are shown and how the show was different from a 4-H show. 

290. Attend a dog show and observe the basic commands and the different ways handlers use those 
commands. Describe what you saw. (DOG) 

291. Attend a (SPECIES) association meeting. Share what you learned or what occurred during the meeting. 
292. Go to a farm/ pet store/ animal shelter and observe animals to see if any are ill. Write down your 

observations. 
293. Visit at least two local animal shelters. Make a chart showing the types of (SPECIES) in the shelter and 

the reasons the (SPECIES) are in the shelter.  (DOG, CAT) 
294. Visit an animal shelter. Document the main breed and breed group of each dog including mutts. Note 

how each dog's behavior and personality relate to its breed and breed group. (DOG) 
295. Call your local animal shelter to see if they are housing any geriatric dogs/cats. If so, visit the shelter to 

observe the differences between older dogs/cats and the puppies/kittens you see. Discuss with the staff 
how old dogs can be made more adoptable. 

296. Observe a veterinarian or vet tech handling and restraining (SPECIES). What methods did the veterinarian 
use to restrain (SPECIES) that was different from simple handling techniques? 

297. Visit an animal clinic or veterinary hospital. Ask if you can observe two or three (SPECIES). 
(CAT/DOG/RABBIT/CAVIES/PET/DOMESTIC BIRDS) 

298. Shadow a person who has a career working with (SPECIES) for a day 
299. Visit professional pet groomers and watch them work. Ask them to explain what they are doing. 

(CAT/DOG) 
300. Visit a pet shop or animal shelter and see how they take care of (SPECIES). Interview a pet shop 

employee about the care given. (CAT/DOG/RABBIT/CAVIES/PET) 
301. Visit a rabbitry and ask about their cleaning and sanitation plan.  (RABBIT) 
302. Take a fresh fecal sample from your (SPECIES) along to your (SPECIES) yearly veterinary examination. 

With a veterinarian or technician's help, look at the sample under the microscope; draw what you see. 
Ask if you can examine stool samples from other (SPECIES), especially the young of your species. 

303. Ask a veterinarian to show you rumen bacteria under a microscope. Draw what you see. (BEEF, GOAT, 
SHEEP) 

304. Ask a veterinarian if you can observe while vaccinations are given during office visits. Keep notes about 
what vaccinations are given. (CATS/DOGS) 

305. Visit a commercial rabbitry to see how they use gender to feed and cull rabbits. (RABBIT) 
306. Visit a local feed mill to see how the ingredients are weighed and mixed together to make a complete 

ration. Report what you learned. 
307. First make chart of all the products that would be related to your (SPECIES). Products may include items 

to be used for a pet or products made from livestock. Visit a local grocery store and find out what 
products related to your (SPECIES) are stocked. 

308. Visit a museum of natural history and talk to the curator about preparation and care of skeletons. 
Record what you learned. 

309. Visit a trade show or fur shop to see how many items can be made from rabbit pelts. (RABBIT) 
310. Plan a trip to tour a commercial meat processing facility in your area. Consider one a small local 

processing areas, a farm which does on farm slaughter, or one of the smaller poultry or meat rabbit 
producers. Record your experiences. (BEEF, GOAT, POULTRY, SHEEP, SWINE) 

311. Take a field trip to the food store and talk to the grocer about food safety measures. 
312. Visit a CSA which does on site slaughter and talk to the farmer about food safety measures. 
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313. Attend a sale of market (SPECIES). See if you can select those that will sell for the best prices. Discuss 
what you looked for to make your decisions. (BEEF, GOAT, POULTRY, SHEEP, SWINE)  

314. Attend as many different canine performance events as you can and write down your observations. What 
dog breeds were involved? What cues did they respond to? Could your dog be trained to do this event? 
Why or why not? (DOG) 

315. Visit a bank main office and set up a saving account. Get a tour of all the aspects of the bank. 
316. Visit a town or city council meeting where your local laws are made. List the steps involved in the 

process of getting a new law passed. 
317. Attend a local government meeting where participant debate a topic that interests you or watch a debate 

between political candidates on TV. Which side presented the stronger argument? 
 
LEARNING ACTIVITES 

(Skillathons are 4-H interactive tables where members rotate from table to table learning various aspects 
of their project area.) 
 

318. Make a skillathon learning station identifying the bones of the (SPECIES). Collect and label as many bones 
as you can. 

319. Conduct a ready-to-cook poultry carcass parts judging contest for your group or for the county at a 
county wide clinic. (POULTRY) 

320. Create a (SPECIES) breed game that teaches the most common breeds. 
321. Make a matching game for (SPECIES) breeds in which names are matched with picture of the breeds. 
322. Make a game that teaches the parts of (SPECIES). 
323. Create a (SPECIES) safety quiz for other youth. 
324. Make a (SPECIES) judging activity. Locate 4 animals of the same breed or species- your choice. (For some 

species it may not be possible to find 4 appropriate animals of the same breed in the area.) One that 
exceeds standards, one that is average, one that is lacking in breed specifics and one that has a 
disqualification. Photograph or video the animals from all necessary directions. Include an answer key 
showing the ranking. 

325. Make a set of parasite flashcards that teach all the parasites for (SPECIES). On the front have a picture of 
the parasite. On the back have information to include: where it is found on the species, how it spreads, 
problems it causes, treatment. 

326. Make a game to teach the anatomy of the digestive system of your (SPECIES). 
327. Develop a game or activities to help younger youth learn about (SPECIES) diseases. 
328. Create an introductory lesson on judging for Cloverbuds. Have them judge a variety of “fun” things, and 

give oral reasons for their placings. Examples, cowboy boots, pencils, towels, plates, flowers. 
329. Take pictures of several animals of your (SPECIES). Develop a game to teach younger members how to 

score body condition. 
330. Make up 20 questions that could be used during a (SPECIES) showmanship class and research the 

answers. 
331. Plan and lead a fun show where all entries consist of dogs doing tricks. Create and award prizes for 

various categories. (DOG) 
332. Create a trivia learning game about the products aspect of your (SPECIES). 
333. Create a game or contest whose focus is the various products that come from your (SPECIES). 

(BEEF/GOAT/POULTRY/RABBIT/SHEEP/SWINE) 
334. Set up a public panel-type discussion on an ethical topic in the animal industry. 

 
TEACHING OPPORTUNITES 

These activities can be done at either the club level or the county level. They should be either videoed, 
audio taped (use MP3 type player), viewed by extension staff, or viewed by at least 2 leaders of different 
clubs. 
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335. Teach Cloverbuds and young Juniors how to candle eggs. (POULTRY) 
336. Using a live (SPECIES), teach a group of Cloverbuds or Juniors the parts of the animal. 
337. Teach a group of Cloverbuds to identify the parts of a feather. (POULTRY) 
338. Teach a group of 4-H members how to properly handle a cat. (CAT) 
339. Teach a group 4-H members how to groom a (SPECIES). 
340. Plan and teach a showmanship clinic class for Cloverbuds. 
341. Plan and teach a showmanship clinic class for Juniors. 
342. Plan a clinic that teaches adults how to perform skills related to your (SPECIES). Host the clinic through 

the Cooperative Extension. 
343. During a poultry or rabbit clinic, use the skeleton of a poultry or rabbit you mounted to teach other 

younger members the names of the bones. (POULTRY, RABBIT) 
344. Demonstrate to how to determine gender in rabbits. (RABBIT) 
345. Conduct a clinic or skillathon station on palpating a rabbit. Involve the audience rather than telling or 

showing. (RABBIT) 
346. Conduct a judging clinic that teaches oral reasons for selecting one (SPECIES) over another. 
347. Volunteer to help with a regional animal show. Submit statement from show that you participated. 

Include a picture of you doing the work. 
348. Investigate the Character Counts! Web Site at www.charactercounts.org. Give a presentation on 

Character Counts! To a group of youth, employees, or adults. 
 
VOLUNTEER 

To record your response to your field trip, you may present the information as a power-point, a journal 
entry, a blog, a photography story, a web page, a newspaper article, a scrapbook entry, an essay or a 
letter. You may make a video or audio file. 
 

349. Go to an animal shelter. Volunteer to help clean cages, socialize cats/dogs, groom cats/dogs, and feed 
animals. Remember to stay safe, though. Talk to staff members about pet overpopulation and stray 
animals. How did this experience change your opinion about spaying and neutering? (CAT/DOG) 

350. Assist with an open house at you veterinarian's hospital during National Pet Week in May. Learn about 
as many aspects of the hospital as possible so that you could act as junior tour guide and answer the 
public’s questions. Help advertise the open house at your school and in your neighborhood. 
(CAT/DOG) 

351. Ask your veterinarian if you can volunteer at the veterinary clinic for at least a day. Keep a journal about 
the emergencies you saw. How could these problems be prevented? (CAT/DOG) 

352. Lead a public relations campaign in your community to promote a puppy raising program of a guide dog 
organization. Work closely with the guide dog organizations so you meet all of their guidelines and 
requirements. (DOG) 

353. Volunteer with an organization that works with people who use assistance dogs and other dogs that 
serve people. Keep a journal of your experience. (DOG) 

 


