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Welcome to Cornell Cooperative Extension
The Rockland County Cornell Cooperative Extension Board of Directors has
appointed Brian L McConnell, PhD. as the new Executive Director.
McConnell received his Doctoral Degree while studying Human Services and Nonprofit Management through Capella University in Minneapolis, Minnesota. His
dissertation explored the correlation between employee engagement and
voluntary turnover within nonprofit development staff. He received his Master’s
Degree in Adult and General Education from Elmira College where he analyzed the
application of education on the incarcerated in an effort to reduce
recidivism. His Bachelor of Science Degree is in Criminal Justice with a
psychology concentration.
Dr. McConnell most recently concluded his
position as Dean of Students with Elmira
Business Institute, a two year career college in
Elmira NY, where he led the president’s student
retention
and
support
efforts.Formerly,
McConnell served as the Executive Director for
the American Red Cross in Steuben County where
he supported a team of employees and volunteers
to expand funding and program delivery to meet
community needs. He has received New York
State Legislative and Assembly Citations for his dedication to community
service. In September of 2014, McConnell was recognized for his
volunteerism during the Steuben County World Trade Center memorial. During the
first three weeks of the 2001 response, McConnell was a Service Center Manager
in Manhattan, providing respite to the first responders from St. John’s University.
Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected
Veterans, and Individuals with Disabilities and provides equal program and employment opportunities

Breakfast Held June 30th at Rockland CCE
On June 30th, Rockland CCE hosted a Breakfast open to Rockland County Elected
Officials. This breakfast provided a platform for Rockland County Elected Officials
to visit the Rockland CCE Education Center and learn about the educational services
that Extension provides to the residents of Rockland County. CCE Educators, Master
Gardener Volunteers, Rockland County Conservation & Service Corps Interns, and
The Ramapo Riders 4-H Club were given the opportunity to showcase, what they have
done over the past year and what programing and activities they have planned for
the future. Brian McConnell PhD, Rockland CCE’s new Executive Director, greeted
everyone in attendance and discussed his new role Executive Director, as well as his
plans for CCE Rockland’s future. We would like to thank all our Elected Officials for
taking time out of their schedules to attend this breakfast.

Upcoming Events
and Programs
Ash Seed
Collection Workshop
When: July 16th
Time: 1:00 – 4:00 pm
Where: Rockland CCE
Fee: This event is Free
Invasive Plants Walk
When: July 16th
Time: 6:00 – 7:00 pm
Where: Rockland CCE
Fee: $5.00

Fertilizer Law
Certificate Class
When: August 5th
Time: 7:00 – 9:00 pm
Where: Rockland CCE
Fee: $30.00
This course is
qualified through
Rockland County to obtain
your landscaping license.

Registration
in advance is
required for these
programs.
Phone
845-429-7085 x 117
Email
Jas946@cornell.edu

Horticulture Lab
This past month of June has proven to be extremely wet with above average rainfall. In regards to the lawn, vegetable garden and ornamentals there is a potential for fungal problems, especially if July and August are hot and
humid. The lab has already diagnosed fungal problems on tomatoes and coneflower (Echinacea sp.) A few lawn
samples have also exhibited Dollar Spot, a common fungal problem for turf.
Ticks continue to be the primary insect brought into the lab for identification and the population appears to
be above average. There has been a ratio of about 60/40 % of deer/dog ticks. Despite the higher ratio of Dog Ticks,
keep in mind that all ticks can carry diseases and it is prudent to protect yourself while recreating or working in the
outdoors.
In terms of yard maintenance, now is the best time to fertilize your lawn because the turf plants are in the
most active part of their growth cycle and able to take up the nutrients efficiently. This produces a healthier turf
plant that has a greater potential for absorbing storm water and preventing non-point pollution. According to the
Fertilizer Law of Rockland County, residents are only allowed to fertilize between the months of April 1 to December 1, although July and August is the optimal time to fertilize. For the vegetable garden, tomato blight is a concern
and if suspected in the garden, it is best to bring in a sample for diagnosis, as this is a reportable disease for the lab.
It is also a good time to plant zucchini and other squashes, as some growers prefer this time of year because there
is less of a chance of infestation from squash borer.
For more information please contact Michael Wilson Horticulture Lab Technician by email mw767@cornell.edu
or by phone 845-429-7085 x110.

Eat Smart New York Nutrition Education at Rockland CCE
Eat Smart New York programs continued to be delivered to various sites throughout the county this month.
Programs were administered at food pantries, Good Samaritan’s Garden of Hope, soup kitchens and at a local
library. One of the many food pantries was at Saint Peter’s Church in Haverstraw, NY where approximately 100
families receive aid. Information describing steps to a healthier lifestyle was available along with information on
the SNAP program. Children at the Rose Memorial Library in Stony Point had a lot of fun making a “Red White &
Blue Smoothie”. Twelve children participated and learned how to make better beverage choices, how to increase
their daily intake of fruits and vegetables, and how to stay active regardless of the weather. For information on
the Eat Smart New York Nutrition Program or if you would like to schedule the workshops, please contact Sonia
McGowan, Nutrition Educator, at (845) 429-7085 x141.

Upper Nyack Elementary School- School Garden Success!
This spring, Cornell Cooperative Extension Rockland County piloted a new
educational program at the Upper Nyack Elementary School (UNES). UNES
was a great testing ground for school garden education delivery; the PTA strongly
supported the programming and the school has two, well-established teaching gardens.
This program was for kindergarteners, first graders and third graders. Master Gardener
Volunteer Janet Fenton developed ELA, Math and NYS Science Standards activities
Upcoming Events
that are aligned with the common-core curriculum. Master Gardener Volunteers and
and Programs
CCE staff led the sessions, in conjunction with classroom teachers. Kindergarteners
and first graders participated in a Seed to Salad project and the third graders in a
Nyack
Three Sisters’ garden. For Seed to Salad, the goal was to have the children initiate the
Farmers Market
garden activities in the spring, harvest some cool crop produce before school was out
When: Every Thursday
and then enjoy the fruits of their labor at a Salad party. For the Three Sisters project,
the children learned about the legend of the Three Sisters, designed their own gardens
Time: 10am – 2pm
and planted corn, beans and squash in the late spring. They will return to the garden
Where: Nyack Chamber
in September as 4th graders to harvest and learn about Native American traditions of Commerce
through both stories and hands-on activities. Feedback on the program’s outcome has
119 Main St,
been overwhelmingly positive; the Master Gardener Volunteers and staff look forward
to offering it again next year.
Nyack, NY 10960

Interested in
School Gardens?
The School Garden
Network (SGN) of
Rockland County
supports sustainable
gardening, youth
development and
nature-based
learning programs in
Rockland County schools
and provides a forum
for exchanging
information and
resources.
Contact Horticulture
Community Educator
Anne Christian-Reuter
for more information
alc44@cornell.edu
(845) 429-7085 x108

Invasive Species Awareness Week
New York State’s second annual Invasive Species Awareness week is July 12th to 18th. To bring awarness to
Invasive Species, Rockland County CCE has scheduled the following events on July 16th. We hope you can join us.

Ash Seed Collection Workshop
Join us from 1-4pm for a free Ash Seed Collection Workshop. Participants of this workshop will be introduced to
the protocol for collecting Ash seed, learn how to identify Ash species and learn about preserving genetic diversity
through seed. It is our hope that the information you gain from this workshop will result in your contribution of ash
seed collections to both Mid-Atlantic Regional Seed Bank and the National Ash Conservation Project.
Native seed collection is imperative for the preservation, conservation and reclamation of plant communities in
decline. Faced with the loss of Ash species as a result of the Emerald Ash Borer, the MARSB and the USFS National
Seed Lab are collecting ash seed across New York State for preservation. Collecting seed is a fast and inexpensive
way to reserve germplasm. By conserving the genetic diversity of ash species before the populations are lost, we
have more opportunities to adequately restore the species to the landscape once a successful biological control is
found.

Here is an image of an Ash Tree branch taken by
Paul Wray of Iowa State University, Bugworld .com.

Emerlad Ash Borer
On the right you can see a picture taken by Eric R. Day Virginia
Polytechnic Institute and State University, Bugworld.com of an
Emerald Ash Borer. Agrilus planipennis Fairmaire is an invasive, wood
boring beetle native to Asia that feeds on and eventually kills all species
of Ash. The EAB was first found in North America in 2002 near Detroit
and since has spread to 13 states and two Canadian provinces, killing
hundreds of millions of Ash trees in rural and urban settings.

Invasive Plants Walk

Take a “weed walk” at 6pm with Cornell Cooperative staff and Rockland Conservation Service Corps members!
Enjoy a short walking tour on the grounds of Cornell Cooperative Extension. The tour will display many invasive
plant species that threaten the natural areas in Rockland County. Information about the origins of some species and
how to remove them will be included, particularly those on the NY DEC list of prohibited and regulated plants. A
program fee of $5.00 will be collected the day of the walk. Please make sure to wear comfortable shoes and clothing.

Exotic Bush Honeysuckle fruit and leaves.

Native to Japan, China, Korea, Manchuria, Turkey and
southern Russia, Bush Honeysuckles (Lonicera spp.) were first
imported as a landscape plant. Relatively shade-intolerant, they most
often occur in forest edge, abandoned field, pasture, roadsides and
other open, upland habitats. Exotic bush honeysuckles can rapidly
invade and overtake a site, forming a dense shrub layer that crowds
and shades out native plant species (from the National Park
Service Plant Conservation Alliance).

Rockland CCE Garden Tours
The Master Gardener Volunteers of Rockland County designed and maintain the
beautiful demonstration gardens that surround the offices of CCE Rockland Education
Center. The Master Gardener Volunteers try out new and different plants to determine
their suitability for our area. Some of the plants are selected for drought tolerance or
deer resistance, and others for size, blooming time, or winter interest. Maintenance
follows Cornell’s Integrated Pest Management(IPM). This approach encourages the
minimal use of toxic pesticides.
Take a guided tour the last Sunday of each month from April through October or
explore the gardens anytime at your own pace. Each Sunday tour is approximately an
hour long and starts at 1 PM. Learn about the ever-changing display of plants native
to our region; perennials, ornamental grasses, annuals, herbs, ferns, and more. You can
also explore our fenced in IPM Demonstration Gardens. Children will enjoy activities
hosted by our Master Gardener Volunteers.
Remaining dates for 2015: July 26th, August 30th, September 27th and October 25th
Pictured below you can see Rockland CCE IPM Demonstration Gardens. In
September, of 2014 the demonstration gardens were build at Rockland CCE. This
spring Master Gardener Volunteers planted Blight Resistant Tomatoes, and will
observe their resistance to the disease in the coming months.

Upcoming Events
and Programs
Demonstration
Garden Tour
When: July 26th
Time: 1:00 pm
Where: Rockland CCE

Demonstration
Garden Tour
When:August 30th
Time: 1:00 pm
Where: Rockland CCE

Demonstration
Garden Tour
When:September 27th
Time: 1:00 pm
Where: Rockland CCE
Demonstration
Garden Tour
When:October 25th
Time: 1:00 pm
Where: Rockland CCE
*Make sure to wear
comfortable shoes
and clothing when
attending a
demonstration
garden tour.

Jawonio- Altman Court House Project
On Tuesday, June 30th, Master Gardener Volunteers, Rockland Conservation Service Corps members and CCERC
staff participated in installing and planting raised vegetable and herb gardens at a Jawonio facility for people
with disabilities. These volunteers worked alongside Jawonio staff and other volunteers to construct the beds,
add soil, plant, water and then build structures to hold up animal netting to protect the beds from deer. Rockland
Conservation Service Corps members and Jawonio staff will help to water and weed the garden over the summer, as
will the residents of the facility. Residents will also enjoy the fresh produce, as staff plans to use it in cooking their
meals. Cornell Cooperative Extension hopes to offer a few programs at the garden site for residents of this facility
in the coming months.

Rockland County Conservation & Service Corps Interns
During the month of June, Cornell’s Rockland Conservation and Service Corps interns have been busy
with public education and outreach. Their daily activities included distributing literature on Hudson
River Fish Advisory and composting at farmers’ markets, WICs, and libraries across the county. They’ve
redesigned Cornell’s and the Master Gardeners’ trifold boards to create a more user friendly interface as
well as an invasive species board for Master Gardener education. Here at Cornell Cooperative Extension
the interns are working to plan a weed walk for the upcoming invasive species week (July 12-July 18).
They’ve also completed special projects such as working with the Master Gardeners to plant a demo
garden on the CCE campus, building a wheelchair accessible garden at Jawonio House in Spring Valley,
and creating kid friendly spider displays to be used in the following weeks’ summer reading programs.

