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CCCEDC Master Gardener Spring Plant Sale 
 

Mark your calendars! Our annual plant sale is scheduled for Friday May 13 (from 10 am-4 pm) & 
Saturday May 14 (from 9 AM-2 PM). The greenhouse is toasty warm and filling up quickly.  
Hundreds of annuals and herbs are potted up and happily growing. The foliage plants which 
have been growing all winter under lights indoors are now basking in natural sunlight. Itty bitty 
vegetable seedlings are working on their second set of leaves. Perennial potting starts on 
Monday. This is our primary fundraiser and we count on your support! Click here for more 
information and lists of the plants that will be for sale. 

  

The Dutchess Vegetable Garden: Planting Time! 
By Mary Nisley, CCEDC Master Gardener Volunteer 

 
Planting time has finally arrived! Daffodils and forsythia are blooming and birds are claiming the 
nest boxes. Despite these signs of spring we can still expect some cold weather. In April you 
should only plant vegetables that won't be killed by frost. Last year gardens experienced a 
freeze on April 29 and on May 19, 2014 there were scattered frosts around the county. Don't let 
balmy spring weather fool you into transplanting warm weather crops far too early. 
 
There are many cool weather crops that tolerate 
spring frosts and freezes: this group includes snow 
peas, sugar snap peas, radishes, spinach, onions, 
and scallions. Lettuce looks very delicate but is not 
bothered by a freeze. Plant all of these vegetables 
starting in early April. 
 
In the cabbage family, broccoli, kale, and cabbage 
can be transplanted into the garden 2 weeks before 
the last frost. Kohlrabi, pak choi, and Chinese 
cabbage should be transplanted around the time of 
your last frost.  
 

http://ccedutchess.org/gardening/spring-plant-sale
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Here are some details on planting in April:  

 

Vegetable  Planting 
dates 

Comments 

Peas, snow 4/1-4/15 Direct sow. For easy harvest, grow peas on a trellis. See #2 
below. 

Peas, 
sugar snap 

4/7-4/21 Direct sow. Sugar snaps like slightly warmer soil than snow 
peas. See #2 below. 

Radishes 4/1  Direct sow starting 4/1. Plant small quantities 2 or 3 times, 2-3 
weeks apart. Each planting will perform differently, depending 
on the weather. Radishes like moist soil – water if it doesn't 
rain. 

Parsley 4/7-5/1 Buy plants. Space about 12” apart. 

Lettuce 4/1- 5/1 Buy plants or direct sow. Plant several types for a longer 
harvest period. Space plants 8-10” apart. 

Kale 4/1- 5/1 Buy plants. Space 18” apart. 

Spinach 4/1- 5/1 Direct sow. Spinach likes moist soil, water if it doesn't rain. 

Cabbage 4/7 – 5/7 Buy plants. Space 18” apart. 

Broccoli 4/15-5/15 Buy plants. Space 18” apart. 

Swiss 
Chard 

4/15 - 5/15 Direct sow or buy plants. 

Beets 4/15-5/15 Direct sow. 

 

Things to do in April: 
1. Install your perimeter fence. The rabbits, woodchucks, and deer are awaiting your 

vegetables. 
2. Sow pea seeds 2” apart in double rows spaced 6” apart. 

Before planting, I pound in the posts for my trellis at the 
ends of the row and I tie a string between them to provide 
a planting guide. Once the sprouts get their first true 
leaves, I weed the area, mulch, and install the trellis which 
is a length of old 36” tall fencing. For tall pea varieties I use 
nylon netting with 4” openings. 

3. Direct sow vegetables following the directions on the seed 
package for depth and spacing between seeds in the row. 
If a package gives instructions for space between rows, I 
ignore that information because I plant in planting beds and 
I will not be walking between rows. Radish rows in a bed 
can be spaced 4-6” apart and spinach and lettuce rows 8-
10” apart.  

 
Don't forget to water. March, with barely 1” of rainfall, was very 
dry. Vegetables need about 1” of water each week.  
 
Plant cold loving vegetables now and you will be harvesting salads by Memorial Day! 
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None of my peas sprouted! What happened?  Be patient: pea sprouts can take up to two weeks 
to emerge from the cold spring soil. If you find a row of holes in the soil where you planted the 

peas, suspect chipmunks. I protect my large 
seeded vegetables (peas, beans, and corn) 
with bird netting which has very small 
openings. I arch short, 3’-5’ pieces of wire 
fence over the planting bed, and then I drape 
the netting over the fence. Hold down the 
edges of the netting with boards or rocks. 
Remove the protection before the plants 
grow through it.  

 
 

Spring Insects 
By Joyce Tomaselli, CCEDC Community Horticulture Educator 

 
Now that temperatures are warmer, insects are stirring. Some are just an annoyance. Some will 
do damage later in the year, but actions now can be effective. Boxelder bugs (just like Brown 
Marmorated Stink Bugs) are annoying. Gypsy moth egg masses deserve action which you can 
take now.  
 
Boxelder bugs (Boisea trivittatus) are about 1/2 inch long, black with orange or red markings, 
including three stripes on the prothorax, the area right behind the head.  Immature nymphs are 
1/16 inch long and bright red when the hatch; as the age and 
grow larger they are red and black. 
 
Boxelder bugs are primarily a nuisance because they enter 
homes and other buildings, often in large numbers.  However 
they do not bite people and are essentially harmless to property. 
 
Using insecticides for control indoors is not effective and not 
recommended.  The vacuum cleaner or broom and dust pan are 
very effective.  Building maintenance - sealing cracks, replacing 
torn screens, installing door sweeps - is the best way to keep 
the insects from entering your house in the Fall. 
 
During the summer, adults lay eggs on female boxelder trees (rarely on male trees!) and feed 

on seeds of both boxelder and some maples.There is no 
noticeable feeding injury to trees.  
  
Gypsy Moth (Lymantria dispar) is one of the most 
important forest pests in the Northeast.  The caterpillars 
feed on leaves of forest, shade and fruit trees, and 
shrubs.  A single defoliation can kill some evergreens, but 
usually two or more defoliations are needed to kill 
hardwoods. 
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Small larvae are dark brown to black and very hairy.  As they reach 
maturity they become slate colored and have two rows of blue spots (five 
pairs) followed by six pairs of red spots on the back.  Fully-grown larvae 
are roughly two inches in length.  The egg masses are one and one-half 
inches long by three-quarters wide, covered with a dense mat of buff 
colored hairs.  Often found on trunks of trees or on the underside of 
larger branches, current year egg masses have a buff tan color and are 
hard and velvety to the touch; older ones are faded and soft to the touch 
as the eggs have hatched. 

 
Before mid-April, look for overwintering 
egg masses.  Scrape them off and 
destroy them.  Young caterpillars can be controlled by spraying; 
professional arborists are recommended for larger trees.  Bt 
(Bacillus thuringiensis ssp. kurstaki) may be applied before 
larvae reach one inch. The best time to spray is just after egg 
hatch when bridal wreath spirea (Spiraea x vanhouttei) is in 
bloom.  It is not practical to control adult populations. 
 

Older caterpillars can be controlled to a degree by banding the trees; the older larvae move up 
the trees in the evening to feed and back down at down to seek shelter during the day.  A burlap 
strip 12-18 inches can be cut and tied around the tree.  Fold the top half down and over the 
bottom half.  During the day, lift the flap to collect and destroy caterpillars.  Alternatively a 
nonporous band can be coated with Tanglefoot.  Remove caterpillars by raking the band with a 
comb. 
 
Note that the hairs of the caterpillar can be irritating, causing itchy bumps on the skin.  Use 
gloves or tools rather than bare hands when touching the caterpillars. 
 
Gypsy moths were introduced from Europe in Massachusetts in 1869.  The hope was to breed 
them with silkworms, producing a hardier silkworm.  Within 20 years, the insect was no longer 
just a curiosity, and attempts were made to control it. Over the years various biological controls 
and applications of pesticides were used but none were quick or inexpensive. In the early 
1940’s DDT was found to be very effective but its use was violently opposed by the general 
populace and scientists. In the 1980s a serious outbreak of gypsy moths in this area was halted 
by a series of wet springs.  A fungus (Entomophaga sycophanta), first introduced into the USA 
in 1909, finally got a solid hold.  This fungus kills a caterpillar within a week.  The fungus is also 
effective at low population level.  Natural vertebrate enemies (such as mice, shrews) simply do 
not eat enough caterpillars to be effective.  

 
WEBSITES TO VISIT 

 Cornell Vegetable Growing Guides 

 Cornell Flower Growing Guides 

 Cornell Vegetable Fact Sheets 

 Cornell Indoor Vegetable Seed Starting 

 Cornell Boxelder Bug Fact Sheet 

 Cornell Gypsy Moth Fact Sheet 

 History of Gypsy Moth Control in the United States 

 University of Minnesota Houseplant Insect Control 

http://www.gardening.cornell.edu/homegardening/sceneb771.html
http://www.gardening.cornell.edu/homegardening/scenee139.html
http://www.gardening.cornell.edu/vegetables/factsheets.html
https://blogs.cornell.edu/horticulture/files/2011/11/Indoor-Vegetable-Seed-Starting-259mqgm.pdf
http://idl.entomology.cornell.edu/files/2013/11/Boxelder-Bug-1aylp9z.pdf
http://idl.entomology.cornell.edu/files/2013/11/Gypsy-Moth-15uchhm.pdf
http://www.entomology.wisc.edu/mbcn/fea308.html
http://www.extension.umn.edu/garden/insects/find/houseplant-insect-control/#spider-mites
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CCCEDC Master Gardener Spring Plant Sale 
 

Each year, Master Gardener volunteers and CCE staff hold our annual plant sale in May, at the 
Dutchess County Farm & Home Center in Millbrook. Our volunteers grow and sell a wide variety 
of annuals, perennials, vegetables and herbs. Some of 
these varieties are “tried and true” favorites, others are 
exciting new introductions. This is our primary fundraiser 
and we count on your support! At this event, we also have 
a Master Gardener info booth set up. Our volunteers are 
available to answer your gardening questions and to help 
you make your plant selections. 

The 2016 plant sale is scheduled for May 13 (from 10 AM-
4 PM) & 14 (from 9 AM-2 PM). No early birds please! 
Click here for a list of the plants that will be for sale. 
 

Gift certificates are available 
for our Master Gardener Plant 
Sale which are a are a 
welcome gift for any gardener! 
Certificates may be 
purchased for any amount and are not redeemable for cash. To 
purchase a Master Gardener Plant Sale gift certificate, please 
contact Nancy Halas by e-mail or by calling 845-677-8223 × 115.  
 

 
 

Announcing Master Gardener Volunteer Training 2016 
 
DO YOU….. Love gardening? Enjoy sharing what you know with others? Want to learn even 

more about gardening? Love to get your hands ‘dirty’? 
Have some extra time to volunteer? Like visiting new and 
exciting places? Then we have just what you are looking 
for… 
 
Master Gardener volunteer training is held in EVEN 
numbered years, September through December. The 
next scheduled training will take place beginning 
September 7, 2016. Classes are each Wednesday. 
Applicants must be able to attend all of the training 
sessions. Click here for a preliminary schedule.  

 

Applications are being accepted at this time. Application deadline is May 27, 2016. Click here 
for more information or call Nancy at 677-82223 Ext 115. 

 

 

CCEDC MG volunteers at a Dutchess 
County Single Stream Recycling training. 

http://ccedutchess.org/gardening/spring-plant-sale
https://s3.amazonaws.com/assets.cce.cornell.edu/attachments/13308/MGV_TRAINING_SCHEDULE_2016.pdf?1455052636
https://s3.amazonaws.com/assets.cce.cornell.edu/attachments/13586/Web_page_How_to_Apply.pdf?1456347504
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Saturday April 16, 10 am, Stanfordville Free Library, 14 Creamery Road, Stanfordville, NY, 
“Planning a Vegetable Garden” by MG volunteer Mary Nisley. For more information visit 
www.stanfordlibrary.org 

Saturday April 16, 8:30am – 4:15, Ulster County Garden Day 2016 at SUNY Ulster, 491 
Cottekill Rd, Stone Ridge, NY. Join in the fun of learning how to grow your best garden 
ever!  17th Annual Garden Day”, presented by CCE  Ulster County Master Gardeners, 
welcomes all gardeners from beginners to experts to take part in this day-long gardening 
experience.  This year’s theme, “Botanicals & Banquets”, features 16 classes and a Keynote 
address by Westchester Community College professor and native plant expert, Carolyn 
Summers, author of Designing Gardens with Flora of the American East.  Don’t miss getting in 
on this popular event – for more information about this event OR to get a registration form, visit 
the online calendar at  http://tinyurl.com/2016-Garden-Day or contact Dona at (845) 340-
4990x335 or email: dm282@cornell.edu 

Wednesday, April 20 at 10am, Rhinebeck  Garden Club Monthly Meeting at Rhinebeck 
Town Hall  80 East Market Street, with speaker Frank Almquist  "All you need to know about 
Daylilies."  Perspective new members welcome. Call Steven Mann for more info at 876-6892.   

Saturday April 23, East Fishkill Arbor Day 9-noon, East Fishkill Library, 348 Route 376, 
Hopewell Junction, NY, “Composting and Recycling” by MG volunteer Kathy Smith. For more 
information visit www.eflibrary.org 

Wednesday April 27, 6:30 pm, LaGrange Library, 488 Freedom Plains Rd, “Starting a 
Perennial Garden”, by MG volunteer Michelle Keeley. For more information visit www.laglib.org 

Wednesday, April , 6:30 pm, Millbrook Free Library, 3 Friendly Lane, Millbrook, NY “Color in 
the Garden” by Master Gardener volunteer Danielle Rudi. For more information visit 
http://millbrooklibrary.org 

Wednesday April 29, 5-6 pm, LaGrange Library, 488 Freedom Plains Rd, “Fairy Houses” for 
ages 6-10, by MG volunteer Kathy Smith. For more information visit www.laglib.org 

Saturday, May 7, 9am – noon, Verplanck Garden Club Pre-Mother's Day Plant Sale 2016 
Fishkill Town Hall, 807 Route 52. Perennial Divisions from Members' Gardens / Sunny 
annuals/Vegetable plants/Herbs /Hanging Baskets/Hanging Basket Raffle/Mother's Day Gift 
Baskets/Children’s Workshop/cakes and coffee. Guests and New Members are always 
welcome to attend our meetings the 2nd Tuesday of each month (except January, February) at 
the Fishkill Town Hall, Lower Level Meeting Room. 

Friday May 13  (10 am-4 pm) & Saturday May 14 (9 am - 2pm) CCEDC Annual Plant Sale at 
the Farm & Home Center, 2715 Route 44, Millbrook. Annuals, Vegetables, Herbs and 
Perennials. For more information go to ccedutchess.org/gardening/spring-plant-sale  

SUBMIT UPCOMING EVENTS 
Would you like to submit information on an upcoming gardening event to be shared in this 
newsletter?  Please send an email to Nancy Halas at nh26@cornell.edu or Joyce Tomaselli 
jdt225@cornell.edu by the 25th of each month to be included in the next month’s newsletter.  

file://///CCEDCSVR/H/DataJdT/Documents/Dutchess%20Dirt/2015%20Dutchess%20Dirt/www.stanfordlibrary.org
http://tinyurl.com/2016-Garden-Day
mailto:dm282@cornell.edu
x-apple-data-detectors://0/
http://www.eflibrary.org/
http://www.laglib.org/
http://millbrooklibrary.org/
http://www.laglib.org/
http://ccedutchess.org/gardening/spring-plant-sale
mailto:nh26@cornell.edu
mailto:jdt225@cornell.edu
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Please include the date, time, location, a short description, cost and contact information for  
more details.   
 

MONTHLY ID QUIZ 
 

                  
Last month’s quiz was about teeny tiny 
insects on indoor plants. This pest is 
spider mite, which technically is not an 
insect. It is related to ticks and spiders. 

This weed is one of the first to bloom in spring. 
Do you know what it is? 
 

 
 

Need Soil pH Testing? Need Lawn or Plant Diagnosis? 
Have any gardening questions? 

 
The Horticulture Hotline, (845) 677-5067 is now open for the season on each Wednesday 
morning 9am to noon. Questions can also be submitted through our website at 
www.CCEDutchess.org/gardening   
 
Samples for identification or diagnosis can be submitted any day 8:30 am to 4:00 pm. There is a 
$15 fee for samples. Visit our Horticulture Diagnostic Lab website for reliable resources and 
information on our services. Samples for identification or diagnosis can be submitted all year 
long.  There is a $15 fee for samples. Visit our Horticulture Diagnostic Lab page for more 
resources and information on our services. 
 
HELP SPREAD THE DIRT! Please forward a copy to anyone you think might be interested. To 
be added or removed from our e-mail list, or submit upcoming gardening events, contact Nancy 
Halas at nh26@cornell.edu, www.ccedutchess.org.  
 

 
 
Websites mentioned in Dutchess Dirt are provided as a courtesy to our readers. Mention of these websites does not imply 
endorsement by Cornell University, Cornell Cooperative Extension or by the author.  

 

  

Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, and 
Individuals with Disabilities and provides equal program and employment opportunities. 

The programs provided by this agency are partially funded by monies received from the County of Dutchess. 

http://www.ccedutchess.org/gardening
http://www.ccedutchess.org/gardening/community-horticulture/horticulture-diagnostic-lab-hotline.php
http://ccedutchess.org/gardening/horticulture-diagnostic-lab
mailto:nh26@cornell.edu
http://www.ccedutchess.org/
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://blogs.cornell.edu/nysipm/files/2014/05/persimilis-2gn916b.jpg&imgrefurl=http://blogs.cornell.edu/nysipm/page/11/&h=309&w=400&tbnid=ruUa2D_sRlPMgM:&docid=TuoGEjPa2SWjBM&itg=1&ei=KyvWVviMGMrSUa-tpegD&tbm=isch&ved=0ahUKEwi4ztuh16DLAhVKaRQKHa9WCT0QMwgnKAowCg

