
 

Page 1 

Chemung & Tioga Counties 

May 2016 

  

News From CCE 

Farmers--have you been looking to expand or shift your enterprise?  Come 

to the Stocker Summit that will be held here in Tioga County on May 25th.  

(Details on the next page.)  This is a great way to learn about this 

underutilized system to grow your profits.  I fought hard to get one of only 

four Stocker Summit's in the entire Southern Tier, so I hope we can have a 

good audience to hear Mike Baker of Cornell  introduce the stocker system 

(feeder calf) that he feels holds great promise here in Tioga County.  I am 

sure it will be worth your while to attend this summit. 

Lots has been going on -- we will have a team of interns from Cornell putting a 

project called Our Farms; Our Stories that will highlight farms and farmers from 

Tioga County.  We have assembled a great team of students and hope their work 

will benefit agriculture in the county for years to come.  Stay tuned! 

 Inside this issue: 

 Upcoming Workshops 

 Compost bins 

 New pest on alliums 

 Deer impact on invasive 

plants 

 Volcano mulch 

 Removing ticks 

FARM & GARDEN  
 

NEWS AND NOTES FOR FARMERS & GARDENERS IN CHEMUNG AND TIOGA COUNTIES 

Calling all farmers, gardeners, bakers and makers - have you ever thought about getting started with selling your 

products at a Farmer's Market?  The Thursday Night Farm to Fork Farmer's Market is always looking for more ven-

dors and you might be a perfect fit!  The Market is well established after running for the last two years, and you may 

find that it's an ideal outlet for your products, from produce to crafts and ready-made 

edibles. 

The market runs from June 16th to Sept 29th [with a possibility of an extension into Oc-

tober], from 4:00PM to 7:00PM.  This unique market not only features local growers, 

and all the veggies and herbs, and fruits you would expect, but also lots of locally pro-

duced jams and jellies, baked goods, and a rotating selection of other goods.  In addition, 

each week is a new and fun experience for visitors, with live music, beer tastings, and 

delicious food from local restaurants, utilizing the offerings from the growers at the mar-

ket.  There are also fun activities for kids and families, and it is a relaxing atmosphere for 

just hanging out. 

The Thursday Night Farm to Fork Farmer's Market is not a big summer-long commit-

ment unless you want it to be - spaces are just $10 a week, or $60 for the whole season 

from June through September, so you can come to sell your goods as often as you like, 

when you are ready.  You will find the other vendors to be friendly, welcoming and very 

helpful, as you learn the ropes. 

Getting signed up is easy - go to the Owego Historic Marketplace website, www.owego.org and click on the radish 

labeled "Farm to Fork Farmer's Market".  There, you will find a printable listing of rules, and a form to apply. Join the 

Farmers in Waverly--this Market is for You! 

Would you like the opportunity to sell your produce at the farmers' market in Waverly?  We are looking for more farm-

ers to build a robust market.  This would be a great way for a beginning farmer to gain experience in marketing their 

produce.  If you are interested in joining the market, please contact Andy Fagan at CCE Tioga. 607-687-4020 for more 

information. 
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Workshops and Events Offered by CCE of Tioga County 

 

Stocker Cattle Summit to highlight business opportunity 

Wednesday, May 25, 6 pm – 9 pm   Stocker  cattle are beef or  dairy cattle that are “stocked” on grass for  the 

summer. Following a grazing period they are transitioned to finishing either on grass or grain. Access to land (not nec-

essarily owned), water, and beef husbandry skills are the main requirements. If you are a landowner, dairy farmer wish-

ing to diversify or someone interested in entering the beef industry, stocker cattle can be a viable option. 

 

Supported by a recently awarded a $627,000 programming and research grant from Governor Andrew Cuomo as part 

of the $5 million Southern Tier Agricultural Industry Enhancement program, Cornell University is looking to increase 

the stocker business in the Southern Tier.  

 

The first activity will be to introduce the enterprise to farmers throughout the 11 Southern Tier counties through a series 

of “Stocker Summits”. The first Summit will be held Wednesday, May 25, 6 pm – 9 pm at the Ronald Dougherty Of-

fice Building auditorium, 56 Main Street, Owego, NY 13827. The purpose of the Summit is to increase awareness of 

potential this enterprise has for their farm or farming interest. Additionally, we wish to gather input from the communi-

ty on information needed to make a decision on the viability of this enterprise.  

 

To register contact Barb Neal, Cornell Cooperative Extension of Tioga County at 607-687-4020 or ban1@cornell.edu. 

For more information about the Stocker Initiative contact Dr. Mike Baker, Cornell Beef Extension Specialist, 607-255-

5923, mjb28@cornell.edu. There is no fee for this workshop. 

 

Introduction to Beekeeping 

May 18, 6 to 7:30 p.m.  Come learn about getting into beekeeping.  This fun workshop will introduce you to bee-

keeping:  what you need to start, beekeeping basics and how to learn more about this fascinating hobby.  Workshop fee:  

$5 per person, no charge for children. Please register with CCE at 607-687-4020. 

 

The Science of Composting 

May 11, 11 to noon  Would you like to learn how composting works?  Do you have a compost pile but it seems to 

take ages to mature?  Come listen to Kevin Mathers, Dr. Compost, tell you how you can get the most out of your com-

posting.  $5 per person.  Please register with CCE at 607-687-4020. 

 

2016 GRASSTRAVAGANZA - Alfred State College - August 4, 5 & 6 

 

This year’s keynote speaker will be Dr. Fred Provenza, Professor Emeritus, Department of Wildlife and Resources, 

Utah State University, who is best known for his work in managing animal behavior to interact with landscapes through 

grazing. Other speakers will include: 

Justin Morris, NRCS Soil Health Specialist Matt Ehrhart, Director of Watershed Restoration at the Stroud Water Re-

search Center, an independent research institution focused on stream and river ecology Dr. Hue Karreman (tentative), is 

a “first generation” organic veterinarian, having begun using alternative treatments in 1988 as a herdsman on a Bio-

Dynamic farm.  For more information go to: http://www.alfredstate.edu/grasstravaganza 

http://t.umblr.com/redirect?z=http%3A%2F%2Fregionalcouncils.ny.gov%2Fcontent%2Fsouthern-tier&t=NWIwNWRlMjAwYTgzZTkzNGY1MjM3NGY1ZWMyZjRkOTY1YzkzYjdiZCw3ckU1Mmt6dw%3D%3D
http://www.alfredstate.edu/grasstravaganza


 

Page 3 

Ask Dr. Compost 

By Kevin Mathers, CCE Broome 

What’s the best type of Compost Bin? 

This is a fairly common question. Sometimes the 

question comes from someone who wants to start 

composting and they are confused by all the differ-

ent styles of bins. At other times it’s the person 

who’s already composting, but not happy with the results. 

The bottom line, there’s no “best bin” that will fit everyone’s 

needs or budget.  Success in composting comes from the 

proper selection and mix of materials, and good management 

during the composting process. These factors are much more 

important than the type of bin, and in fact composting without 

a bin in a simple pile can work just fine. Bins do, however, 

provide some advantages over piles. All bins have their pros 

and cons. Below is some information on the two major types.  

Holding Bins 

Holding bins are the most common type of bin. There are 

many commercial examples and lots of plans for homemade 

bins. As the name suggests, these bins provide a convenient 

way to hold the materials you want to compost. Holding bins 

help keep your composting area tidy and can help control 

factors that influence the decay process. They can also help 

discourage some pests. Commercial units are usually made of 

plastic, but coated wire or wooden bins are also available. 

Inexpensive homemade holding bins can be made from ship-

ping pallets, mesh fencing, or a combination of wood and 

wire. One advantage of homemade bins is that they can be 

sized to meet your circumstances. They can also be made pest 

resistant if they are constructed using fine mesh wire or hard-

ware cloth. Commercial plastic holding bins come in a large 

variety of styles, but they all tend to offer the same ad-

vantages. They’re usually easy to set up and to move, and 

feature lids and doors. Plastic holding bins with lids can help 

maintain good 

moisture levels in compost by shedding excess rain or snow 

and limiting evaporation during dry periods. There is a wide 

range of sizes available, but consider whether two medium 

sized bins might be better than one large one. Turning com-

post in holding bins, especially smaller bins, can be difficult. 

Compost aeration tools can help make turning easier. 

Tumblers (or Turning) Bins 
The most obvious advantage of tumbling units is that 

they can make turning compost easy. All tumblers are 

not equally easy to turn however. Some have designs 

that really do make turning a breeze, but others can be 

difficult to turn when filled and heavy. Tumbler units 

that sit on a stand that elevates them off the ground are 

more resistant to pests than typical holding bins. One 

complaint about tumblers is that with some materials 

(like food scraps) they tend to form clumps that are re-

sistant to decay. Many tumbler units are expensive, so if 

you decide to purchase one, take the time to carefully 

evaluate your options. 

 

Here is a link to a fact sheet from the Soil Lab at the 

University of Connecticut on compost bin selection:  

http://www.soiltest.uconn.edu/documents/

compostbinsfactsheet6-14.pdf 

Holding bin-type for compost 

Save the Date! 

The Tioga County Master Gardeners will have their 

annual plant sale June 4th!  Come early to get the 

best selection of quality plants at amazing prices!! 

When:  Saturday, June 4th at 8 am 

Where:  56 Main Street, Owego 

http://www.soiltest.uconn.edu/documents/compostbinsfactsheet6-14.pdf
http://www.soiltest.uconn.edu/documents/compostbinsfactsheet6-14.pdf


 

 

Pest Alert - Allium Leafminer 

From the Penn State Entomology Department 

The allium leafminer (also known as the onion leafminer) has 

recently been confirmed from infested leeks and onions col-

lected in December 2015 from Lancaster County, Pennsylva-

nia. This is the first confirmed infestation in the Western 

Hemisphere. Your assistance is needed for monitoring and 

controlling this new invasive species. 

Host Plants and Damage Symptoms 

The allium leafminer has been reported to infest species in the 

genus Allium. Leeks (A. porrum) tend to be described as the 

most damaged host, which may be influenced by the timing of 

the second generation and the planting of leeks. Infestations 

have also been reported in onion (A. cepa), garlic (A. sa-

tivum), chive (A. schoenoprasum), shallot (A. cepa), and 

green onion (A. fistulosum). There are many ornamental spe-

cies of Allium, some wild species are common weeds, and at 

least one species is endangered (A. munzii in California). Cur-

rent literature varies in reporting damage in ornamental and 

wild Allium spp. The full host range is unknown. 

 

Wavy, curled and distorted leaves from the allium leafminer. 

Photo: L. Donovall. 

 

Adult females make repeated punctures in leaf tissue with 

their ovipositor, and both females and males feed on the plant 

exudates. Leaf punctures arranged in a linear pattern towards 
the distal end of leaves may be the first sign of damage. 

Leaves can be wavy, curled and distorted. Larvae mine leaves, 

and move towards and into bulbs and leaf sheathes where they 

pupate. Leaf mines are most evident in species with thin 

leaves (chives). In species with larger leaves, it is often neces-

sary to peel back the leaves to find the insect. Both the leaf 

punctures and mines serve as entry routes for bacterial and 

fungal pathogens. High rates of infestation have been report-

ed: from 20 to 100 pupae per plant, and 100% of plants in 

fields. The literature suggests organic production and market 

garden production systems tend to be most at risk, perhaps 

due to insecticidal control in conventional production systems. 

Leafminers as a pest in Allium crops has rapidly increased 

following introduction of allium leafminer. 

 

Allium Leafminer pupa embedded in leaf tissue from a field in 

Lancaster PA.  Photo L. Donovall. 

 

Distribution 

The allium leafminer was first described in 1858 from Poland, 

and is native to Poland and Germany. Recently, the geograph-

ic range has been rapidly expanding. It is now present 

throughout Europe, reaching the United Kingdom in 2004. It 

has recently been reported in Asia, Turkey, and parts of Rus-

sia and Turkmenistan. 

Identification 

Adults: Small (~ 3 mm) long grey or mat-black colored flies 

with a distinctive yellow or orange patch on the top and front. 

Yellow color also present on side of abdomen. Wings held 

horizontally over abdomen when at rest. Legs with distinctive 
yellow “knees” (at femur-tibia junction). White halteres. Alt-

hough adults are fairly distinctive, male genitalia are required 

to confirm identity. 



 

 

 

Eggs: White, 0.5 mm long, and slightly curved. 

Larvae: White, cream, or yellowish maggots, headless, up to 8 

mm long at their final instar. 

Pupa: Dark brown, 3.5 mm long, with a pair of posterior spir-

acles with 18-20 bulbs per spiracle. 

Life History 

Allium leafminers overwinter as pupae in plant tissue or sur-

rounding soil. Adults emerge in late winter (March) into 

spring (throughout April, perhaps into May), and lay eggs at 

the base of plant stems. Larvae mine leaves, and move down-

ward into the base of leaves or into bulbs, where they pupate. 

Pupae may move into soil. These 1st generation pupae under-

go a diapause or aestivation period which lasts throughout the 

summer, and develop into adults that emerge in the autumn 

(September / October). This 2nd generation of adults lay eggs 

into Allium spp., which develop through the larval and into 

the pupal stage. These 2nd generation pupae will overwinter. 

Egg-to-adult development is estimated to require 1,090 degree

-days using a 5.1°C/41.2°F threshold, or 1,225 degree-days 

using a 3.2°C/37.8°F threshold. 

Monitoring and Management 

Adults have been captured using yellow sticky cards or yellow 

plastic bowls containing soapy water. 

Covering plants in February, prior to the emergence of adults, 

and keeping plants covered during spring emergence, can be 

used to exclude the pest. Avoiding the adult oviposition peri-

od by delaying planting (after mid-May in Poland) has also 

been suggested to reduce infestation rates. Covering fall plant-

ings during the 2nd generation flight can be effective.  Grow-

ing leeks as far as possible from chives has been suggested. 

Continuous cultivation of Allium species (such as chives) pro-

vides the pest with a continuous food source. 

Systemic and contact insecticides can be effective. EPA regis-

trations vary, however, among Allium crops. Check labels to 

ensure the crop is listed, and for rates and days-to-harvest in-

tervals. Options labelled for leafminers or dipteran leafminers 

that may be effective include azadirachtin (Aza-Direct or other 

formulations), cyromazine (Triguard), dinotefuran (Scorpion), 

lambda-cyhalothrin (Warrior II or other formulations), spinet-

oram (Radiant), spinosad (Entrust or other formulations), and 

zeta-cypermethrin (Mustang or other formulations). Other 

materials labelled for Liriomyza leafminers or thrips that may 

be effective include abamectin (Agri-Mek or other formula-

tions), acetamiprid (Assail), and cyantraniliprole (Exirel). 

Among these, the Entrust formulation of spinosad is allowable 

for certified organic production if allowed by your certifying 

organization. 

Taxonomy 

Scientific Name: Phytomyza gymnostoma Loew (Family 

Agromyzidae) 

Common Names: Allium leafminer, onion leafminer 

Recent Synonyms: Napomyza gymnostoma Loew 

Reporting a Possible Detection 

If you suspect believe you may have observed damage or a 

life stage of the allium leafminer, please contact a plant in-

spector in the regional Department of Agriculture office or an 

Extension Educator or Diagnostic Laboratory in the local Co-

operative Extension Office.  

Authors: This pest alert was written by Shelby Fleischer, De-

partment of Entomology, Pennsylvania State University, Uni-

versity Park, PA, and Tim Elkner, Cooperative Extension, 

Lancaster County. Edited by D. Gilrein, Cornell Cooperative 

Extension of Suffolk County. April 11, 2016. 

Newest additions to my farm--Barb Neal, editor 
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Livestock Diversity: Storing Genes 
for the Future 
By Kim Kaplan March 3, 2016  ARS 

 

The National Animal Germplasm Collection, part of 

the Agricultural Research Service (ARS), is ensuring that 

our livestock genetic diversity doesn’t disappear. 

 

The mission is to build a germplasm collection as diverse as 

our present livestock populations as insurance against disas-

ters like the foot-and-mouth disease outbreak that hit Britain 

in 2001. An incident like that could easily decimate the gene 

pool of a livestock species and cost billions in lost revenue, 

explained ARS geneticist Harvey Blackburn, who oversees 

the Collection. And dead is dead-and-gone if there aren’t 

backups in the freezer as the National Animal Germplasm 

Collection has in Fort Collins, Colorado, he added. 

 

As the world’s largest gathering of genetic material from food 

and fiber animals, the Collection stores nearly a million sam-

ples from 31,000 domestic animals. This includes convention-

al livestock like pigs, chickens and cattle, and farmed fish like 

trout, as well as unexpected species such as bison, elk and 

even yaks, because they are also raised for food and wool. 

 

Right now, the Collection is helping to pry open a genetic 

bottleneck in the Holstein dairy breed, which has had a de-

cline in fertility and genetic diversity. All pedigrees of Hol-

stein A.I. sires (providers of semen for artificial insemination) 

currently trace back to just two bulls in the 1880s. 

But at least two other lineages from the 1880s existed as late 

as the 1960s. With its reputation for preserving genetic diver-

sity and making such material publicly available, the Collec-

tion was able to acquire donations of frozen semen from both 

lines, which should help the breed’s gene pool. 

 

Bison, once only wild animals, have been gaining popularity 

as livestock, with about 400,000 now being raised for meat. 

While there may not be a strong breed association currently 

keeping track of bison pedigrees, the Collection is already 

storing bison semen to preserve the species’ diversity before 

any genetic bottlenecks develop, Blackburn said. 

 

Bison have been at such a point before, when hunting reduced 

their herds to 541 individuals in the 1880s. The Collection’s 

storage means never having to risk another genetic narrowing.

                   

It’s tick season. Put away the matches. 

by Joellen Lampman, NYS IPM Blog, April 26, 2016 

It’s tick season and social media is blowing up with recom-

mendations for removing ticks. Petroleum jelly, a hot match, 

twisting tools, and swirling with a cotton swab are a few on 

the list. They all promise to cause the tick to release with the 

head intact. People are very concerned about leaving the head 

behind. 

But when it comes to ticks, the head and mouth parts are the 

least of your worries. Hot matches, petroleum jelly, etc. — 

just know that if the tick freaks out (and it will), more saliva 

or even what’s in its stomach — and both carry pathogens — 

will get into you. May the thought of a tick throwing up into 

your blood stream give you pause. 

Though a literature review on tick removal techniques put out 

by the London based Health Protection Agency Centre for 

Infections shows the lack of research in this area, it concludes 

that grasping the head as close to the skin as possible using 

forceps or pointy tweezers and pulling straight up is the best 

method. This mirrors the current CDC recommendation and is 

what the NYS IPM Program advises. 

Grasp the head as close to the skin as possible using pointy 

tweezers and pull straight up.  And if you accidentally break 

off the head? Don’t sweat it. Just treat it like you would a 

splinter. 

Want to see a video of the tweezer technique? Here’s a good 

one from the TickEncounter Resource Center:  https://

www.youtube.com/watch?v=0wotB38WrRY  

After removing the tick, place it in a plastic bag, put the date 

on it, and stick it in the freezer. If you start to feel poorly in 

the next few weeks, take the tick with you to the doctor. Dif-

ferent ticks carry different diseases and knowing what species 

bit you can help the doctor decide on the best course of treat-

ment. 

Of course, avoiding being bitten is the best strategy of all. For 

more information on ticks, visit www.nysipm.cornell.edu/

whats_bugging_you/ticks. 

Holstein cow in a 
field.  Photo by 
Keith Weller. 

Tick lifecycle sizes--Photo from NOAA 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0wotB38WrRY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0wotB38WrRY
www.nysipm.cornell.edu/whats_bugging_you/ticks
www.nysipm.cornell.edu/whats_bugging_you/ticks
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 .” Finicky deer avoid some invasive 

plants, promoting spread 

By Krishna Ramanujan, Cornell Chronicle 

At the Penn State Deer Research Center, ecologists offered 

deer a multiple-choice array of eight invasive introduced and 

seven native plants to determine deer feeding preferences 

among the species. 

The dietary preferences of deer may be promoting the spread 

of such invasive species as garlic mustard, Japanese barberry 

and Japanese stiltgrass, according to a new study that tested 

white-tailed deer preferences for seven native and eight inva-

sive plants commonly found in the northeastern U.S. 

“Deer avoid certain invasive plants that are increasing in abun-

dance in natural areas, suggesting that deer are causing unpal-

atable species to spread,” said Kristine Averill, a research as-

sociate in Cornell’s Section of Soil and Crop Sciences and the 

lead author of a study recently published online and in an up-

coming print issue of the journal Biological Invasions. 

The invasive herb garlic mustard, for example, has spread 

throughout the United States in the last 150 years and has be-

come one of the worst forest invaders, especially in the North-

east and Midwest. In some areas, it has become the dominant 

forest underbrush plant, outcompeting native plants and reduc-

ing species diversity. 

Garlic mustard contains chemicals to defend against being 

consumed, while Japanese barberry has spines, which could 

explain why deer don’t eat these species. 

Study results showed deer prefer some introduced invasive 

plants – such as Oriental bittersweet, common privet and Mor-

row’s honeysuckle, as well as some native plants including 

Virginia creeper and red maple. 

Within the limited number of species sampled in the study, 

deer favored native species overall, though they avoided na-

tive hay-scented fern, which is considered a “native invader” 

and is spreading in areas of forest underbrush where deer are 

also quite abundant. 

“It’s pretty revealing that the findings we had in this study 

correspond to what we have been seeing in the field and con-

firm that deer preferences play a major role in community as-

sembly,” Averill said. 

Still, some invasive plants that deer seemed to highly prefer 

are increasing in abundance in natural areas, which may be 

because these plants produce fleshy fruits, which deer eat and 

then the seeds of the plant are spread in their feces, Averill 

said. 

In the study, the researchers used captive deer at the Penn 

State Deer Research Center, where a herd of up to 100 deer is 

kept within fences. The researchers looked at feeding prefer-

ences of eight mature does without fawns across three seasons 

(late summer, early autumn and spring). The 15 plant species 

were offered in pots “cafeteria style,” where deer had a choice 

of each variety simultaneously. A camera fitted with a motion 

detector and infrared for night viewing allowed the researchers 

to observe and record deer behaviors. The amount of each 

plant consumed was also measured. 

Future work may study why some preferred invasive species 

are still so abundant in the field and may include ex-

periments to pair two species together in feeding trials 

to further assess food preferences. 

“This research is important for helping conserve our 

forest understories and natural areas,” Averill said. “It 

helps us understand interactions between deer and in-

vasives and how deer might be exacerbating invasive 

plant problems.” 

Coauthors include David Mortensen, Erica Smithwick 

and Eric Post, researchers at Pennsylvania State Uni-

versity. 

At the Penn State Deer Research Center, ecologists 
offered deer a multiple-choice array of eight invasive 
introduced and seven native plants to determine 
deer feeding preferences among the species.  
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News, Notes and Workshops for Farmers and Gardeners 

Camp Mushroom 
June 3 – 4. Hidden Valley Camp, Watkins Glen NY. Friday 

5 – 9pm, Saturday 9 am – 4pm. Camp Mushroom is 

Cornell University’s annual two-day event for farmers, 

woodlot owners, and hobby growers who want to cultivate 

their own shiitake, oyster, lions mane, and stropharia 

mushrooms. This year marks the 11th year of the course, as 

forest mushroom cultivation blossoms in the northeast as a 

new small farm industry. You can read more about 

mushroom cultivation at www.CornellMushrooms.org. For 

registration and more information please visit http://

blogs.cornell.edu/mushrooms/2016/01/12/learn-to-grow-

mushrooms-at-11th-annual-camp-mushroom/ 

Seed Saving 101--Tompkins CCE 
Thursday, June 9, 2016, 6:30 PM - 8:30 PM Seed saving is 
a fun and interesting activity that will provide you with 
plenty of seeds to save for next year’s garden or to share 
with others. This class will provide you with basic 
information to get you started. Learn the difference 
between open pollinated and hybrid varieties, which types 
of seeds are easiest to save, and how to incorporate seed 
saving into your current veggie or flower garden. Pre-
registration is required. Go to our registration page to 
register and pay online, or call 272-2292 to register and pay 
by phone. Fee $5-$10/person self-determined sliding scale 
(pay what you can afford). 615 Willow Ave, Ithaca, NY. 

Hay Hay Hay! 

The updated “CCE Hay Manual” is now available at : 

http://blogs.cornell.edu/capitalareaagandhortprogram/hay-

manual/.  

Hemlock Woolly Adelgid Updates 

For the latest information on saving Hemlock from the 

Hemlock Woolly Adelgid pest in NY, visit: http://

blogs.cornell.edu/foresthealth/nys-hemlock-initiative 

Pests and Climate Change  

IPM Insights: As Climate Shifts, So Do Pests January 

2016 download. The January 2016 issue of IPM 

Insights—on the theme of climate and pests—is available 

for download. http://neipmc.org/go/ipm-insights The 

NEIPMCommunication-L list is owned by the 

Northeastern IPM Center, which fosters the development 

and adoption of integrated pest management, a science-

based approach to managing pests in ways that generate 

economic, environmental, and human health benefits. We 

use the list periodically to distribute news about IPM 

funding opportunities, research and extension projects, and 

great IPM information sources. To join or unsubscribe 

from the list, please send a request via e-mail to 

NortheastIPM@cornell.edu.  

Value Added Products Manual and Grants 

The National Sustainable Agriculture Coalition (NSAC) 

has released an updated version of its annualFarmers’ 

Guide to Applying for the Value-Added Producer Grant 

Program, a unique resource that walks farmers through the 

program’s application requirements, including a step-by-

step description of the application and ranking processes. 

Recognizing that applying for federal grants can be 

challenging, even for professional grant-writers, NSAC has 

been issuing updated versions of their Farmers’ Guide for 

the last four years. 

First released in 2012, the Farmers’ Guide is available as a 

free resource, downloadable online via the NSAC website 

and has been updated to correspond with the April 

announcement that up to $44 million in funding will be 

available for fiscal year (FY) 2016. The guide provides a 

snapshot of everything farmers and potential applicants 

might want to know about VAPG, including: project 

eligibility and examples of previously awarded projects, 

proposal types and requirements, an application scoring 

outline, program history, and an application timeline and 

checklist. 

Administered by USDA Rural Development, VAPG 

provides competitive grants to help farmers and ranchers 

take their businesses to the next level by transforming raw 

goods into higher-value processed products like flour, 

cheese, or sauces/spreads, by innovative marketing of 

inherently higher value products like organic or grass-fed, 

or by linking through food hubs or other supply chain 

networks to local and regional food markets. 

The grants can be used for working capital, feasibility 

studies, business plans, and marketing efforts. Up to 

$75,000 is available for planning grants and up to $250,000 

is available for implementation grants. 

The deadline to submit paper applications for VAPG is 

July 1, while electronic applications are due June 24 

through grants.gov. 

Potential Applicants can learn more about the program by 

visiting NSAC’s Grassroots Guide to the Farm Bill page 

on the VAPG program. In addition to NSAC’s resources, 

more information, including application details, is available 

on the USDA VAPG webpage. 

http://www.CornellMushrooms.org
http://blogs.cornell.edu/mushrooms/2016/01/12/learn-to-grow-mushrooms-at-11th-annual-camp-mushroom/
http://blogs.cornell.edu/mushrooms/2016/01/12/learn-to-grow-mushrooms-at-11th-annual-camp-mushroom/
http://blogs.cornell.edu/mushrooms/2016/01/12/learn-to-grow-mushrooms-at-11th-annual-camp-mushroom/
http://db.ccetompkins.org/programs/civicrm/event/info?id=718&reset=1
http://blogs.cornell.edu/capitalareaagandhortprogram/hay-manual/
http://blogs.cornell.edu/capitalareaagandhortprogram/hay-manual/
http://blogs.cornell.edu/foresthealth/nys-hemlock-initiative
http://blogs.cornell.edu/foresthealth/nys-hemlock-initiative
http://neipmc.org/go/ipm-insights
http://neipmc.org/go/ipm-insights
mailto:NortheastIPM@cornell.edu
http://sustainableagriculture.net/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/2016_4-NSAC-VAPG-Farmers-Guide-FINAL-1.pdf
http://sustainableagriculture.net/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/2016_4-NSAC-VAPG-Farmers-Guide-FINAL-1.pdf
http://sustainableagriculture.net/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/2016_4-NSAC-VAPG-Farmers-Guide-FINAL-1.pdf
http://sustainableagriculture.net/blog/44-million-vapg/
http://sustainableagriculture.net/publications/grassrootsguide/local-food-systems-rural-development/value-added-producer-grants/
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/value-added-producer-grants
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Spring 2016 Small Farm Quarterly 

Are you looking for ways to farm profitably without getting 

bigger? Do you like to read about families who are living a 

good life on a small farm? Are you looking for new ideas, 

tips and resources to help you reach your farm and family 

goals? If so, you'll enjoy Small Farm Quarterly. It's for full-

time and part-time farmers, experienced and beginning 

farmers, and even folks who are just thinking about getting 

into farming. Check out the Spring 2016 edition of the 

Small Farm Quarterly here, which includes articles about 

forest succession and management, the safe and efficient 

use of tractor three point hitches, and more!  

Veteran Events Calendar 

A new handy calendar of veteran events is available on the 

Farmer Veterans project webpage. You can view the calen-

dar by month or see highlighted upcoming events in the 

sidebar. Hover over the event to get more information or 

click on it to link to the event website (where applicable). If 

you have any questions about particular events, please con-

tact the host organization directly. If you are hosting an 

agricultural event for veterans and would like to have it 

added to the calendar, please contact Matt 

at mw84@cornell.edu. Include the title of the event, a brief 

description, date, time, location and a link for more infor-

mation. 

New GroupGAP Program for the Produce Industry 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture's (USDA) Agricultural 

Marketing Service (AMS) has announced the official 

launch of GroupGAP, a new certification program that 

helps small and mid-sized growers and cooperatives meet 

retailers' on-farm food safety requirements. AMS is now 

accepting applications for enrollment in GroupGAP, which 

certifies that grower groups are following industry-

recognized food safety practices. By leveraging economies 

of scale and increasing efficiencies, GroupGAP improves 

market access for small and midsized farmers and benefits 

the entire produce industry. Learn more by reading the 

News Release, or by visiting the GroupGap website . 

Preparing for an Organic Certification Inspection 

This publication provides checklists of the documentation 

needed for organic certification. These will help organic 

producers or handlers organize their paperwork for an or-

ganic inspection. It includes steps for preparing for the or-

ganic inspection and checklists of audit-trail documents and 

required records for certification of organic crop andlive-

stock production and organic handling facilities. Click here 

for an online version of the full guide.  

 

Organic gardening class online 

Cost: $675  

Starts May 9, 2016. 

Questions? Email fcd9@cornell.edu 

This online course was developed in response to a strong, 

growing interest in organic gardening and is intended to ex-

amine the basics of small-scale organic gardening. The topics 

and depth of information offered will help new gardeners 

learn the basics and feel comfortable getting started, while 

also offer more experienced gardeners the opportunity to ex-

pand their knowledge base. This course may not be ideal for 

very experienced organic gardeners.  Additionally, students 

will walk away with a wealth of resources to look into for fur-

ther study 

The course has a strong foundation in soil health and its im-

pact on plant health and a whole systems approach to garden-

ing. The course also explores various techniques for growing 

different kinds of garden plants – annuals and perennials, food 

plants and ornamentals. 

Participants are required to read assigned material, view rec-

orded presentations, participate in online group discussions 

with other students, complete reflective writing/design work 

and take part in some hands-on activities. Though the class 

isn’t “live”, it is designed to keep a pace of one topic each 

week (see outline and syllabus below). The content for the 

week is posted every Monday. You work at your own pace 

during the week, and assignments are due Sunday. Most stu-

dents spend 3-4 hours/week with the content, though there are 

always ample resources and opportunity to do more. 

The course is non-credit, and we present a certificate of com-

pletion to all those who participate in the whole course.  

Course outline: 

Week 1:Introduction: What is Organic Gardening?  Knowing 

Your Site. 

Week 2: Soil, Compost, and Mulch 

Week 3: Vegetables and Flowers: Site Design & Planning for 

the Season 

Week 4: Vegetables and Flowers: Early, Mid, Late Season 

Crops; Harvesting, Herbs 

Week 5: Maintenance a & Managing Pests Organically 

Week 6: Trees, Shrubs, and Herbaceous Perennials: The Long

-Term Landscape 

Optional Extra Readings: Advanced Topics for the Adven-

turous Gardener 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001st9zDUKzbynKBNT4coFqAEhiArNsiqkVDYyL1JN5JmjMXyAB8IewjGYfsx9NY57iUinqf399Zj8iANuqiDYICzuvbTknPEps6NcL4lfJIdoYH0J0cew5e31n-7PqUmqpZ-RJ2vknku2y6fLnXSlYBw1KlHnhntXH6k_PHbh-eblLDsUpMdiQ_5ZAq5zKFDgjgB8mHCml_-q75P7tCyxY5ClSuvfr3AW1O4yJ
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001st9zDUKzbynKBNT4coFqAEhiArNsiqkVDYyL1JN5JmjMXyAB8IewjGYfsx9NY57ilxg3D_stsHUxXeBIooB1txa4mR_WD4vtFvCAh6fhIGaL0SjMuRA5AA-k21vMdNW9Ud64qb3X9QgkRYrMsiBFJ4Br5sifqBtkYInSquUFgLyd_vQ0IvDHXfpUlZyCtdbSDaPSBtYkhlqVUdBgZulE5L-8flKwPKXV7YmY
mailto:mw84@cornell.edu
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001st9zDUKzbynKBNT4coFqAEhiArNsiqkVDYyL1JN5JmjMXyAB8IewjGYfsx9NY57iiTaD2MirqPAn-BJV2yuxi68G3CsIPEeO0V83LM-R6zdS6IA6KKs--xfDJ6INYUh_9ATLxfxewxzDwvv0pZqFLUgtFPQTXghhTWV__bLZ025PTElxJfp6olk6kwlUMD1HAUI3Qdn4KujZQ_4ihwZ-NoLUDrDIUrC53_6j
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001st9zDUKzbynKBNT4coFqAEhiArNsiqkVDYyL1JN5JmjMXyAB8IewjGYfsx9NY57iRrTYmST2NNgQf6CsldZGiceb2XUg92OAyjFio3aN8mCBXUas1afYLVo3cJXXdOqKTCOH2mEgnmkcok5kTSgX_mIrAWpHzgb557IECY5WxsT8e5IPDr4oeBklh10kcCDqpYl94bOFirX9t4qX-LHIYtsceQVJIz-JezAK
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001st9zDUKzbynKBNT4coFqAEhiArNsiqkVDYyL1JN5JmjMXyAB8IewjGYfsx9NY57i_mBNqbk4L9_PB2sKAmaWEkmb-YRfZsZ6l-AuSCoEexPSRGMfepPqDkhSUg1NUd6piOGWzZBKxODPVM3RcFNBsef4SJ5L0OPN2ZZIeFJNYcG1d-CtFabvg9Vwa-L_JxhURX0LBFjZUT1DMTZb8yqF0eo_uHWjIn64_sf6


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Volcanoes in New York State 

By Paul Hetzler, CCE St. Lawrence 

When you think about it, trees in our landscape have it 

pretty rough. They don’t get to choose their neighborhood; 

good, bad or indifferent. Depending where they’re planted 

they may have to contend with “visits” from territorial 

dogs, “materials testing” by late-night fraternity mobs, en-

tanglements with errant kites, and other issues.  

Rooted in one spot day in and day out, year after year, they 

suffer from—well boredom, I imagine. And from restricted 

root area, drought stress, competition from turfgrass, re-

flected heat from pavement and buildings, deicing salt in 

the soil, that sort of thing. 

But in recent years there has been an epidemic of seismic 

proportions that threatens the well-being of our beloved 

shade trees. Volcanoes. That’s right, over the past ten to 

twenty years we’ve had an outbreak of mulch volcanoes. 

They seem to erupt at the base of landscape trees, particu-

larly young ones, and the results aren’t pretty.  

Seismologists and botanists are hard at work trying to ac-

count for this phenomenon. Until a cure can be found, 

though, the public is urged to watch for rouge volcanoes in 

their neighborhood, and to report them to property owners. 

Be on the lookout for sudden eruptions of much around the 

base of trees. It can happen seemingly overnight, especially 

on commercial and institutional properties.  

Banking mulch around the trunk of a tree can have severe 

detrimental health effects (for the tree, just to be clear). For 

one thing, insect pests are chickens. Like vandals and Inter-

net trolls, they rarely do their dirty work in the light of day. 

No, they like it dark, and preferably damp, like under a pile 

of mulch (or in Mom and Dad’s basement, in the case of 

trolls). Wood borers and bark beetles love a mulch volcano 

because it gives them free access to the tree trunk.  

Who doesn’t like a cute rodent? OK, some of us probably 

don’t. Trees aren’t fond of rodents either. Mice, meadow 

voles and pine voles all enjoy the taste of tree bark. The 

trouble is, eating it takes them a long time, during which 

they’re vulnerable to predators. But under a mulch volcano, 

lunch is on. 

Tree roots need oxygen. This may seem obvious—of 

course they do, and they get oxygen through their veins, 

right? Well, no. Trees have vascular systems and they do 

make oxygen via photosynthesis, but they lack something 

akin to hemoglobin to transport oxygen to all their parts. 

Turns out that roots get their oxygen through the soil sur-

face. Anything that obstructs access to the surface will 

smother roots. So, how long can you hold your breath? 

Another problem is adaptation. Generally that’s a good 

thing. To the extent possible, trees are “self-optimizing.” 

They adapt and respond to changes in their environment. 

But mulch volcanoes are a different story. When their 
trunks become buried by a mulch volcano, which limits 

oxygen to their natural roots, trees begin making adaptive, 

or adventitious, roots to compensate. Fine rootlets issue 

from the trunk in response to being smothered by wood 

chips. However, over time as the mulch volcano breaks 

down and subsides, those tender roots dry out and die, 

stressing the tree.  

Finally there’s the issue of water. Transplanted trees may 

need additional water for several years. The rule is one ad-

ditional year of watering for each inch of trunk diameter. 

Mulch volcanoes act like a thatched roof, shedding water 

very effectively. For a mature tree that’s not a problem, but 

a young tree may have all or nearly all its roots under that 

mountain of mulch, (not) nice and dry.  

Maintaining two to four inches of mulch around a tree 

(twice the branch length is ideal) is beneficial, as long as 

the mulch doesn’t contact the trunk. Help stamp out mulch 

volcanoes in your lifetime! 

Mulch volcanoes cause a number of problems 
for trees.  Never allow a build up of mulch 
against the trunk of the tree. 

A shallow layer of mulch is much better, and be 
sure to hold the mulch away from the trunk of 
the tree. 



 

 

Wait! Don’t cut that conifer down yet! 

We are seeing and hearing about rapid and widespread 

browning of mainly the 2015 needles on spruce and fir 

trees across many areas of New York State. Much of this 

injury may be due to winter desiccation! 

Desiccation symptoms can vary from tree to tree and may 

depend on exposure to sun, wind, winter temperature fluc-

tuations, and the overall health of the tree when it entered 

dormancy last fall. If you have a tree like this, you may 

want to give it another 3-4 weeks and see what it can do. If 

new growth does not develop, or appears to be insufficient, 

then the tree can be removed.  

For now,give these trees a little more time.  Although the 

browning may appear to be very severe, if buds and shoots 

are still alive, these trees may put on new growth. 

To learn how to assess bud damage after a difficult winter 

check out the following website:  http://msue.anr.msu.edu/

uploads/files/AABI/

Assessing_winter_injury_in_conifers_2015.pdf 

 

Agriculture Literacy Week a Great Suc-

cess! 

March 16-20th was Agriculture Literacy Week throughout 

NYS and in Tioga County, over 700 second grade students 

were treated to a wonderful story about apples and growing 

apples.  The story was the "Apple Orchard Riddle" and 

many volunteer readers had an enjoyable time reading to 

the students.  Thank you, volunteers and teachers!! 

Kaylie Ackerley of Spencer Van Etten Schools, read-
ing to  students. 

Seed Starting Workshop was a fun 

way to start your garden 

Held at Tioga Gardens, folks learned from Ed 

Kuhlman of Tioga Gardens and Barb Neal of CCE 

Tioga, how to properly start seeds for their veggie 

garden.  Thank you, Ed, for hosting such a great an-

nual event! 

 

http://msue.anr.msu.edu/uploads/files/AABI/Assessing_winter_injury_in_conifers_2015.pdf
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/uploads/files/AABI/Assessing_winter_injury_in_conifers_2015.pdf
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/uploads/files/AABI/Assessing_winter_injury_in_conifers_2015.pdf
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Independent Insurance Agent 

Homeowners & Renters - Mobile Homeowners -Farm own-
ers - Business - Worker's Compensation - Auto - Life - 

Bonds - Health & Disability 

P.O. Box 488 - 14 North Main Street, Newark Valley, NY  

(607) 642 - 3224 

Www.fksinsurance.com 

Building Strong and Vibrant New York Communities 
Cornell Cooperative Extension in Tioga County provides equal program and employment opportunities. 

Accommodations for persons with special needs may be requested by calling 607-687-4020. 
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To Serve 
And 

Strengthen 
Agriculture 

Local Farms, 
Local Food, 
Local People 

Members are at the heart of Farm Bureau, a grassroots-driven organization of 
families and individuals in New York who care about agriculture. 

TIOGA COUNTY 

 

 

56 Foote Crossing Road 

Candor, NY 

(607) 760-1957 

Thank you Sponsors!   
This newsletter reaches approximately 1,200 

farmers and gardeners in Tioga and Chemung 

Counties every month.  It is made possible through 

the generous support of our sponsors!  Help us 

provide information to the public by becoming a 

sponsor! 


