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After a successful meeting with the farmers, brewers and food establishments on Tuesday, April 19, plans are in 

the works to create a Northern Franklin County Cuisine Trail. The new trail concept will tie in with others in the 

region. 

Food and beverage businesses could feature as many as six different trails across Essex, Franklin and Clinton 

counties. These trails will promote the region as a combination of agri-tourism and cuisine-tourism destination. 

Organizers of the cuisine trail effort, after working on two trails focused in Essex County, have expanded the idea 

to unify the agricultural strengths of the three counties into one brand marketed to visitors under the umbrella of 

the Adirondack Region. 

"The NYS Department of Food and Agriculture are incredibly supportive of the regional approach," Cornell 

Cooperative Extension Board President Jay White said to the attendees in Malone. "It's strength in numbers," he 

added. 

The plan is to create a nonprofit with the working title of the Adirondack Cuisine Trail Association and apply to 

the state in late May or June to officially have the trail association designated. 

The Regional Office of Sustainable Tourism in Lake Placid has expressed interest in the regional trail idea. Also, 

the cuisine trail group is working on a partnership between the North Country Chamber and ROOST to eventually 

promote the network of trails. If and when the trail association comes to fruition, the cuisine trail group is also 

considering how to reach its target audience. Ideas include the website, a mobile app, printed publications, rack 

cards and maps. "We are very supportive and encouraging of the Cuisine Trail concept," ROOST CEO Jim 

McKenna has stated.  

The cuisine trail started off as one to benefit Essex County food tourism. That idea soon grew into two Essex 

county cuisine trails. Then came interest in both Clinton and Franklin Counties. Here in Franklin County, a 

southern trail is being organized by a group of Adirondack Lakes Region farms and businesses, spearheaded by 

Lake Clear Lodge owner Ernest Hohmeyer. Cooperative Extension Franklin County is assisting Hohmeyer and 

the group as well as organizing the northern trail. 

Next for the northern trail group is a meeting scheduled for Tuesday, April 26 at 6 pm in the 2nd floor conference 

room of the Court House in Malone. At that meeting participants will discuss the process of applying to the state 

for designation, brainstorm about possible routes and develop a list of all possible farms, food outlets, restaurants 

and breweries, etc. that can be approached to sign on. These cuisine trails will be a boon to the local food 

businesses throughout the North Country. If you have an interest in promoting your product, your business, the 

local farmers’ markets please join in on the planning. 
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