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Some gardening mysteries start early in life.  I could-
n’t have been more than four when I asked my 
mother about pawpaws.  Not because I saw them in 
the supermarket or one was growing in the back-
yard, but because I liked “The Pawpaw Song” on 
Captain Kangeroo.  Just what was this thing Little 
Susie was picking up and putting in her pockets, way 
down yonder in the pawpaw patch?  My mother, 
raised on Staten Island, hadn’t a clue, but we decid-
ed they must be valuable, taste good, or perhaps 
both.  

 

College courses in woody plants taught me that 
pawpaws (Asimina triloba) were a Southern curi-
osity, so when I interned at the Colonial Wil-
liamsburg Foundation in Virginia I was deter-
mined to find out.  While the natives there were 
fond of  boxwood, Yaupon holly and crepe 
myrtles, no one seemed enamored of  the paw-
paw.  Finding one proved elusive until my last 
days in town, when some kind soul showed me 
a seedling to dig up as well as some unripe fruit 
to pick.  The seedling didn’t survive the trip 
north (they’re notoriously tough to transplant) 
and the fruit, beginning to rot, tasted plain nas-
ty.  I decided the pawpaw of  the South was 

best left in the South.  But now, 
across the country, pawpaws are 
hot stuff.  You’ve come a long 
way, Asimina.     
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Pawpaw is a small understory tree, usually growing no more than 30 feet high.  Its leaves can be a 
foot long and droop downward, giving it a tropical demeanor, and the rich green foliage of  sum-
mer turns a clear yellow in autumn.  Flowers have three large and three small petals, turn a deep 
red-brown color at maturity and are hard to spot, as they hide amongst the developing leaves in 
the spring.  In nature, pawpaws prefer part shade but will also thrive if  planted in full sun where 
the soil is of  good quality and is slightly acidic.  And I’ve learned they aren’t limited to below the 
Mason-Dixon.  Books say pawpaws can be found from Nebraska up into the Great Lakes Region, 
including New York.  According to the New York Flora Atlas, our best chance of  finding pawpaw 
is in our western counties, but it also is reported growing in Putnam, Ulster, and ironically, Staten 
Island. 

 

A well-grown, ripe pawpaw might be up to 5 inches long and cylindrical, but shape and size are 
highly variable.  They supposedly taste like a banana-pear hybrid, if  that was to actually exist, with 
a custardy texture.  If  the food manufacturers and late night TV got ahold of  pawpaw, they would 
label it the next superfood, since it is high in Vitamins A and C, potassium, phosphorous, magne-
sium, amino acids, unsaturated fats, proteins and carbohydrates.   

 

Until recently few pawpaw varieties existed; now there are dozens of  choices.  I may try growing 
two (they need to cross-pollinate) as my next gardening challenge, if  I can find them to buy.  Cor-
nell grows pawpaws in Ithaca and recommends ‘Davis,’ ‘Taylor,’ ‘Sunflower’ and ‘Taytwo.’  Plant 
one and you just might find Little Susie in your backyard.      
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Text by David Chinery  

Yikes! What’s Buggin’ My Plant? 

A gardener sent in this photo of a plant with distressed 

leaves.  The discolored areas appear whitish, with black dots. 

While we can’t tell for sure without examining the plant, the 

trouble here may be thrips.  These are tiny creatures, about 

1/20” long.  Largely unseen, they suck plant juices from the 

buds; when the leaves expand, the damage is revealed.  A thor-

ough exam with a hand lens (and good eyesight!) would deter-

mine if our hunch is correct. 

For more information on thrips, see:  

www.colostate.edu/Dept/CoopExt/4dmg/Pests/thrips.htm 

http://www.ent.uga.edu/veg/solanaceous/thrips.htm 
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Green Shots:  The Gardening World in Pictures 
This month’s “Green Shots” was written by 
Cornell Cooperative Extension of  Rensselaer 
County Master Gardener 
Linda Ford: 

 

“This past July, Phil and I at-
tended the Crested Butte Wild-
flower Festival in Colora-
do.  The abundance of  work-
shops offered, the skills of  the 

leaders, and the 
magnificent land-
scape were all ex-
traordinary.  And 
due to greater than usual spring rain-
fall, the flowers were exceptional.  The 
options to see and do things were ex-
tensive--we 
hiked, we bird 
watched, we 
took a 4x4 ve-

hicle tour to 
over 11,000 
feet in the 
mountains, 
and every 
workshop 
included 
identifica-
tion of  the 
wildflowers.” 

For more information on the Created Butte  

Wildflower Festival, visit:  

www.crestedbuttewildflowerfestival.com 

Hymenoxys hoopesii 

Calochortus gunnisonii 

Pyrrocoma crocea 

Aquilegia caerulea 

Castilleja rhexifolia 
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In general, azaleas and rhododendron rarely need pruning and perhaps that is why so many 
people question whether or not they can be pruned.  A common question to the Horticulture 
Hotline here at Extension, pruning is a mystery to most homeowners. 
 

Basically, pruning falls into two categories: maintenance and rejuvenation and there are several 
types of maintenance pruning.  For rhodies, the best time to prune is early in the season, im-
mediately after flowering, as buds for the next year’s bloom will be set during the summer or 
early fall.  Deadheading (removing dead flower heads) is an important part of maintenance 
and should be done when the petals fade by grasping the spent flower head and wiggling gen-

tly until it snaps off (Figure 1).  This process ensures that the plant will 
not spend energy making seeds but rather on setting new buds (Figure 
2). Deadheading a large-leaved rhododendron is an easy task but azaleas require more care 
as the forming buds can be damaged. Dead branches are always removed first and then the 
shape of the plant can best be considered.  For the broad-leaved types prune for shape 
above growth joints, the visible joint where the plant started to grow.  This is where the 
dormant growth buds are located.  Azaleas and small leaves rhododendrons can be pruned 
anywhere along the stem as dormant buds are everywhere. Pruning for shape is a considera-
tion for new plantings, especially since an early start on the right path may make less pruning 
chores in future years.  

 

Pruning for rejuvenation is done when a shrub is very large, ungainly and unproductive. Often, a new homeowner 
will “inherit” an overgrown landscape and then proper pruning is the first order.  There are two choices here.  In 
the first scenario, the very large rhododendron can be severely cut back in late winter or early spring.  It can be cut 
back to stumps with no leaves and may take a year to re-grow some foliage and two to three years to produce any 
flowers (Figure 3).  However, the second and probably safest way for homeowners in the Capital District (USDA 
Hardiness Zones 4 and 5) to approach rejuvenation pruning would be to do it incrementally over two to three 
years, one third of the shrub per year.  Take the branches back to a whorl of leaves and supplement the soil with a 
slow-release fertilizer such as cottonseed meal or composted manure. A word of caution:   it’s good to know the 
identify the species of rhododendron in question.  The rosebay 
(Rhododendron maximum) is a native under-story rhododendron and its 
habit is to be loose and open, so before pruning be sure that the plant 
is truly overgrown. One identifying clue would be use, since the Rose-
bay is not often used as a foundation plant but rather at the perimeter 
of a landscape, especially in a wooded setting under trees since it grows 
naturally in the woods.  Given the drastic results of many a rejuvena-
tion job, patience is required as the ugly duckling once again becomes 
a swan! 
 

Sources:  American Rhododendron Society http//www.rhododendron.org; Culture of Rhododendrons and Selected Eri-
caceae in the Northeast, Brian Maynard, information bulletin #136, Cornell Cooperative Extension; Pruning Made Easy 
by Lewis Hill, Storey Books, 1997. 

Giving Rhododendrons 

Some Guidance 

Text by Sue Pezzolla.  Line drawings from “Pruning:  An Illustrated Guide to Pruning Ornamen-
tal Trees and Shrubs” by D.A. Rakow and R. Weir III, Cornell Cooperative Extension Infor-

mation Bulletin 23, found at http://www.gardening.cornell.edu/woodies/ 

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Along with shifts in the earth’s crust, changes in the minimum wage and insta-
bility among presidential candidates, April weather has now reverted back 
through March to rest firmly in February, at least on this snowy Monday morn-
ing.  The golden forsythia adopted a mantle of white, and the exuberant orange 
daylilies, growing like proverbial weeds just days ago, sit chastened for their 
haste.  A Westchester friend sent a photo of numerous flowering trees in full 
glory last Friday, with the morbid but lyrical caption, “Good-bye, star magno-
lia.”      
 

Before winter thrust forth an icy claw, talk was of springtime topics, including 
ground-nesting bees.  A woman discovered some small bees creating holes in 
her lawn, with each cavity surrounded by a diminutive mound of soil, so she 
spun into action (Photo 1).  The route she chose was to pour gasoline down each cell.  Why she then called Exten-
sion to report the incident was unclear.  When I recovered my composure, I realized this was the classic “teachable 
moment” – by one definition "that moment when a unique, high interest situation arises that lends itself to discus-

sion of a particular topic."  What followed was a very nice conversation about 
how these bees are harmless, remain active for a very short time, and are im-
portant early-season pollinators.  Secretly, I gave thanks that she didn’t light 
the holes on fire. 
 

Fortunately, there are more pro-bee, pro-pollinator people around than per-
haps ever before.  At our recent Spring Garden Day, the keynote speaker fo-
cused on increasing the pollinator populations in gardens.  The Master Gar-
deners created a giant smiling bee, 
covered in Styrofoam pollen balls, 
to adorn the stage (Photo 2).  The 
smiling bee then graced our 
booth at the Capital District 
Flower and Garden Show, where 
people posed for pictures with it 
and offered to buy it.  Yet in the 
minds of some, any bee or bee-
like creature needs to die.    

 

Maybe that’s due to ground-nesting yellowjackets (Vespula sp.).  These 
insects are called “social” since many live in an underground or other-
wise hidden lair together, which they aggressively defend with painful, 
life-threatening multiple stings.  While we might term this anti-social, in 
their defense I can say they are only protecting their hearth and home.  In spring a yellowjacket female digs a new 
burrow and starts raising her brood.  Often these nests are not noticed until mid-summer, when someone mowing 
a lawn or pulling weeds inadvertently intrudes.  While I’m sure they have a role to play in nature, I’m not adverse 
to taking steps to thwart yellowjackets, although a gasoline drench is neither legal nor on my to-do list.   

Bee Aware! 

Photo 2 by Paul Zimmerman 

Photo 1 by David Chinery 

Photo 3 by www.yorku.ca 

Text by David Chinery 
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Balmy temperatures bring growing lawns.  But some gardeners are waking up to just dirt, making true the 
chestnut that sometimes the grass truly is greener on the other side of the fence.  Late summer to early fall is 
the best time to work on your lawn, but that is months away.  What can you do now to patch those bare 
spots and thin areas? 
 

One method we have researched here at Cornell Cooperative Extension of Rensselaer County is called over-
seeding.  This involves spreading grass seed over an existing area to increase the density of the lawn.  After 
many tests, we’ve found that overseeding with perennial ryegrass several times at high rates in the autumn 
can crowd out more than 90% of the crabgrass and other annual weeds which normally move in the follow-
ing spring.  This is an excellent way to manage your lawn without pesticides.   
 

Spring is different, however, since soil temperatures 
are cool and grass seed, even quick-sprouting per-
ennial rye, is sluggish.  Waiting until May when soil 
warms is one strategy, but that allows pesky weeds 
to move in and take over.  Another alternative is to 
try one of the springtime “aids to germination” 
which are either offered for sale in garden centers 
or can be concocted by gardeners.   
 

All four aids we’ve tested were applied after seed-
ing.  A dark-colored compost was sifted over the 
top of the seed.  Rowcover fabric (similar to what 
vegetable gardeners use) was held in place using 
landscape staples.  Commercially-available germina-
tion mat specially made for lawns was also stapled down, and the fourth aid, a paper-based grass seed 
mulch, was sprinkled on top.  Each method varied in price and ease of use.  For example, the rowcover was 
expensive but durable and re-usable, whereas the germination mat was expensive and left in place to de-
compose.  The paper mulch was the easiest to use.  Homemade compost can be employed if it is weed seed 
free, but if in doubt, a purchased product might be better.  We also included bare plots with no aid for com-
parison.    
 

We’ve discovered that it is best to apply the seed as early in the spring as possible, perhaps late March or 
early April.  We use 100% perennial ryegrass seed and a standard starter fertilizer for lawns.  In the very dry 
spring of our first test year, our research site in Valatie received no rain from April 8 to 28, which stymied the 
sprouts.  Nevertheless, when moisture finally arrived, the seed in the compost, germination mat, or rowcover 
fabric plots each germinated quickly.  Each of these methods produced from 50 to 62% new grass in their 
plots by May 13, compared to only 17% for the paper mulch and 6% for the bare treatment.  By June 5, when 
all of the plots with an aid had between 90 and 96% new grass, the bare plots had only 45% new grass.  Simi-
lar results were repeated in our second year of work.   

Clearly, using germination aids for grass seed pays off.  A complete report on this work is on our website, 
ccerensselaer.org 

Page 8 Root  Concerns  Volume 11,  Number  3  

A Spring Cover-Up 

Story and Photo By David Chinery 



Reflections On An Old Gardener 

My father was an old gardener and naturalist, but he didn't start out that way. 
 

He was one of a few newborns to survive the 1918 influenza epidemic maybe because he 
weighed in at 15 lbs at birth.  His boyhood included fishing lunch hours in Frear Park 
(proudly bringing home supper), sledding down steep Middleburgh Avenue and reading by 
the blazing fireplace in Troy's Public Library while his mother stitched for Cluett's and father 
played music in vaudeville.   
 

The onset of the Great Depression lured his family to farming so “they would always have 
food on the table!”  Challenges ranged from ill-tempered draft horses bought at auction, cutting acres of hay by 
hand, and growing enough vegetables to store through the winter. He became even more attuned to nature and 
sought it often. He knew the woods of Rensselaer County and the giant trees of Prospect Park where he proposed 
to my mother.  There is local grove of towering long-needled evergreens from which a builder judiciously carved 
home sites to create the character of the development. As a teen Dad had planted 
those trees with a farmer in unused fields.  
   

Future Farmers of America offered Dad, the top student, a Cornell University 
scholarship but he took his mother's advice: “Go to work at the Watervliet Arse-
nal, you will always eat”, stressing the importance of reliable food source. 
 

During his long career he organized tree planting ceremonies, leaving living mon-
uments.  He served five years in WWII.  He continued gardening - starting seeds 
by the sunny kitchen window, yearly planting two large vegetable gardens, berry 

and rhubarb patches, nasturtiums and sunflowers, 
carefully saving and trading seeds.  Side by side with my mother, his root cellar filled 
with rutabagas, beets, turnips, potatoes, fermenting sauerkraut, and  wire-bailed 
canned vegetables to feed his growing family. I spent many May afternoons planting 
tender tomatoes and lugging buckets of that precious natural resource – water. My 
father and I would cheer to our hard work, and gulp a cupful of the clean, cold liq-
uid, always ending with sharing an exaggerated “ahhh!” in appreciation. 
 

Dad likely planted a million hardwood trees.in his life.The evidence was the often-
discovered hoards of black walnuts, hickory nuts and 

acorns in the over-sized pockets of his wool red plaid Montgomery Ward hunting jacket.  
On his hikes to his fishing or hunting spot, Dad would walk with a stick, poke a hole, 
drop an acorn or nut into it and step on the hole, without altering his stride. He told me 
once that you plant hardwoods for the next generation.    
 

In his mid 90's my father faced aging challenges, but he still found contentment in build-
ing nesting boxes, hoeing in potatoes, starting spring seedlings, tending houseplants and 
hammering mushroom spore plugs into oak logs. And he always, always accepted a cold 
glass of fresh well water when offered. Sometimes, unexpectedly, my father would still 
quietly say “ahhh!” after gulping the cool, clear liquid, somehow always, always remind-
ing me how precious nourishing life really is. 
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Text and photos by Master Gardener Mary Lee Kopache 
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Where Did This Snack Come From? 

I found this little exception in a supermarket potato chip canyon of similar 

choices. In this chip world the packaging, spices or the cooking method may change, 

but the spud, the lowly Solanum tuberosum, reigns supreme, 

I was about to leave but then this packaging caught my eye. That's a "wow" 

graphic, I thought. And reached for the bait.  I was wondering about the rainbow col-

oring of the familiar chip shapes – red, yellow, white, orange, flashes of purple.  

Then I noticed the display of the five key ingredients, all root vegetables that weren’t 

that familiar to me.  

The white chip was parsnip.....from the carrot/parsley family. 

Next came taro, a white chip webbed with purple lines. 

I recognized the sweet potato.  

But not the yucca. This is a pale yellow-white. 

And last the batata, or Cuban sweet potato, which has been nourishing the Caribbean for centuries. 

Needless to say, I grabbed a packet and headed home.  In the comfort of my kitchen I nibbled away – 

the flavor varies from chip to crispy chip - and continued to learn about the self-proclaimed “real vegetable 

chips”.  

Just for the record: all of the chips are cooked in safflower oil, splashed with sea salt and some have 

been brushed with beet juice for a hint of color. 

 Terra Chips are non-GMO, gluten free, raised by a select group of farmers and produced by a company 

that supports Seed Savers Exchange- a non-profit organization dedicated to the preservation and proliferation 

of heirloom fruits and veggies. 

Sounds like I found a snack with a social conscience.    That’s delicious!    

Which of these lovelies could make me turn 

my paws up?  

 Easter, tiger (I thought we were family) Asi-

atic, Oriental and daylilies are highly toxic 

to felines (not dogs).  If I eat the petals, 

leaves, pollen or the water from the vase it 

could trigger kidney failure or death. 

Should I make a mistake, I hope you’ll get me to the vet….or 

call the poison hotline at 800-213-6680. 

Oh, FYI.  I’m not fond of Peruvian, peace or calla lilies either, 

but they’ll only make me disgustingly sick. 

Just in case you still want to send me flowers, I’m open to roses, 

sunflowers, tulips, irises, carnations, mums, baby’s breath, hyacinths and 

daffodils. 

If you need more info,  www.noliliesforkitties.com.  Or 

www.petpoisonhelpline.com  

Cat-Killing Lilies 

Both stories on this page, plus the cat and chips photos, by Master Gardener Don Maurer 

http://www.noliliesforkitties.com
http://www.petpoisonhelpline.com
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What to do in  

April? 
 

 

*Turn your compost pile.  Put the oldest (finished) material through a sifter and save the resulting  

“black gold” for future use or spread a one to three inch layer on flower and vegetable beds.  Start 

a new compost pile with unfinished materials and debris from on-going spring clean-up.  Build 

the new pile in layers and moisten each layer as you go.  The ideal compost pile should be moist, 

but not soggy. 

 * Clean garden beds and borders.  Rake up leaves and debris, being careful not to damage emerg-

ing perennials and self-seeding annuals.  Add the debris to your compost pile.  Prune out dead 

stems and branches and add them to the compost, too. 

*Continue pruning trees and shrubbery.  Look for dead, diseased, damaged 

and crossing branches to remove.   Unsightly or stray branches can be re-

moved now also.  Wait to trim and prune spring flowering shrubbery 

(forsythia, lilacs) until after they bloom. 

 

*After ground thaws and the soil can be worked 

without damage (i.e., no mud), dig, divide, re-

plant, transplant, or pot up overcrowded or tired-

out perennials. 

 

*Clean, sharpen, and lubricate hand tools.  Clean, sharpen, change oil, and tune up motorized 

equipment (mowers, blowers, trimmers, chainsaws) before the warm-weather power equipment 

season begins! 
 

Text by Master Gardener Bob Sherwood and photos by  David Chinery 

Editor’s Note:  Unusually warm tempera-

tures in March pushed plant development 

forward, but unusually cold temperatures 

in early April (10 F and lower at night) 

have resulted in snow and possible dam-

age to many flower buds, including those 

on apples and grapes.  We don’t yet know 

the full extent of the damage yet, and 

we’re likely to see plant injury later this 

spring.  
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“It is not the business of the botanist 

to eradicate the weeds.  Enough for 

him if he can just tell us how fast 

they grow.” 

C. Northcote Parkinson  

(British historian and writer 1909-1993) 

Gardening Questions?   

Call The Master Gardeners! 

In Albany County:  Call 765-3514 weekdays from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM and 

ask to speak to a Master Gardener.  You can also email your questions by vis-

iting their website at www.ccealbany.com    

 

In Schenectady County:  Call 372-1622 Monday and Thursdays from 9:00 AM 

to Noon, follow the prompt to speak to a Master Gardener and press #1.  

You can also email your questions by visiting their website at  

http://counties.cce.cornell.edu/schenectady/  

 

In Rensselaer County:  Call 272-4210 from 9:00 AM to Noon on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays and ask to speak to a Master Gardener.  You can also email 
your questions to Dhc3@cornell.edu 

“Root Concerns:  Notes from the underground” is a shared 

publication of Cornell Cooperative Extension of Rensselaer, 

Albany and Schenectady Counties.  It is published by Cor-

nell Cooperative Extension of Rensselaer County. 

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Rensselaer County 
David Chinery (dhc3@cornell.edu and (518) 272-4210) 

Newsletter editor, designer and layout technician 

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Albany County 
Sue Pezzolla (sep37@cornell.edu and (518) 765-3516) 

 

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Schenectady County 
Angie Tompkins  (amj22@cornell.edu and (518) 372-1622) 

 

Www.wmfu.org 

 

http://www.ccealbany.com
http://counties.cce.cornell.edu/schenectady/
mailto:Dhc3@cornell.edu


Schenectady County Cornell Cooperative Extension  

Winter/Spring 2016 Classes 

All classes will be held at the Sustainable Living Center, unless otherwise noted 

Visit our website: 

Tree Care March 12, 10 am - noon   

Clarence Fountain, ISA Certified Arborist, will cover the basics of planning, planting and 
care for trees in the home landscape.  Trees are an asset to the landscape and with a 
little maintenance you will increase their longevity.  If you are considering adding new 
plantings to your property, bring along a map or sketch of the area you are working 
with.  Cost is $5.00 per person.  Please register with payment by March 7.   

 

Spring Table Centerpiece   March 23, 6 - 7:30 pm 

Join Cornell Cooperative Extension and David Siders, world renowned floral designer and co-owner of Experi-
ence and Creative Design in making a beautiful spring centerpiece. Using   fresh spring bulb flowers, twigs 
and other natural elements, you will learn how to create a centerpiece for your Table just in time for Easter.    
$35.00. Please register with payment by March 16. 

 

Session One- So You Want To Start a Vegetable Garden?  March 30, 6:00 – 7:30 pm 

This two session class will cover the basics of how to start your own vegetable garden including mapping it 

out, understanding your soils and fertilizer options and choosing what to plant.  Bring measurements of your 

intended garden space and a sample of soil (1 cup of dry soil).  

Session Two- So You Want to Start a Vegetable Garden? Sign-up for one time slot:  

April 6, 3:00, 4:00, 5:00 or 6:00 pm 

Join us in the greenhouse to start your seeds for your garden.  We provide the seeds, soil and tray to get you started.  
Your seedlings will be cared for by CCE staff and volunteers for 6 weeks.  They will be ready for transplant when you pick 
them up on May 21.  Cost is $40.00 per person for both sessions.  You will have the option to add an extra tray 
of 50 plants for $10.00.  Class size is limited.  Please register with payment by March 21. 

 

Garden Design for the Home Landscape April 13, 6:00 – 7:30 pm 

Master/English Gardener, Timothy Huggett, shares the latest trends in garden design to-

gether with inspirational ideas for designing, planting and tending to those problem areas 

in the yard.  $5.00 per person.  Please register with payment by April 8. 

 

Clematis: Queen of The Vines April 20, 6:00-7:30 pm  

With over 200 identified species in the United States, there is a clematis for nearly every gardening situation. 
Climbing a trellis, draped over a shrub, growing on its own or as a companion to a climbing rose, the clematis 
is among our most versatile and beautiful plants. Cornell Cooperative Extension of Schenectady County Mas-
ter Gardeners Margaret Rizzo and Arden Lawand will explain it all.  $5.00 per person.  Please register with 
payment by April 15.   



Container Herb/Veggie Gardening May 12, 6:00-8:00 pm 

This class will cover all the techniques necessary to create and maintain your beautiful container garden, 
such as plant selection and planting tips; design considerations;  

will also be covered.  After the presentation participants will create their own container garden to take 
home.  A selection of veggies and herbs will be available to choose from.  

$20.00 per person.  Please register with payment by May 5.   

 

Little Diggers Wednesdays, May 11 – June 15 

Morning Session 10:00 –11:15 AM  Afternoon Session 12:30 – 1:45 PM 

Preschoolers (age 3-5) will discover the wonders of gardening and nature through a series of six hands-on 

educational programs.  Each week we will participate in themed classes that introduce children to garden-

ing and nature.  Garden exploration, nature walks, crafts, and stories will enrich your child’s understanding 

and appreciation for our natural world.   

— Class size is limited. Please register with payment by May 1, 2016.  $75 per child.  

Limited need-based scholarships are available.  
If your child (or you) receives assistance or is eligible for special program, he/she can be considered for a scholarship to 
the 2015 Little Diggers program.  Please submit a copy of one of the following with the registration form: Benefit card 
(Medicaid-eligible only), PA budget letter/print-out, Food stamp letter/print-out, SSI benefit statement/print-out, Unem-
ployment stubs, Disability stubs/letter or Letter of acceptance for free/reduced price lunch.   

Please contact Angie Tompkins at  amj22@cornell.edu or 372-1622 ext. 259 if you have questions or for more infor-
mation.   

 

Annual Master Gardeners Plant Sale 

Saturday, May 21, 2016 10am-2pm 

• Organically grown tomato plants • heirloom, disease resistant  varieties 

• Vegetable seedlings • Herb Containers • Perennial Plant Divisions •  

• Miniature/Fairy Garden Containers • •“Planted” Garden-Art Chairs • Garden Signs •  

• Garden Theme Tag / Book Sale • Soil Testing •  Garden activities for KIDS •  

• “Ask the Master Gardener” information table •  

Garden tours for everyone... come see what we are all about 

The Sustainable Living Center is located next to the tennis courts in 

Central Park Schenectady.  The address is: 180 Ptl. Arthur Chaires Lane 

 

Fairy / Miniature Gardening Saturday June 11, 9:30 am-12:30 pm 

Explore the enjoyment, fun and adventure of mini gardening, create one of your own and learn that 
you can ...Go Small But Go Anywhere. Three hour class: begins with a movie (produced by three 
SCCCE Master Gardeners) exploring just some of the wonderful places you can go in the world of 
mini gardening. Followed by: how-to presentation and time for questions or discussion. After a short 
break: get started on your own magical mini garden. Containers, soil, plants, plus a variety of deco-
rative mini items included in the cost.   

$20.00  Please register with payment by June 4. 











Albany County and Rensselaer County  

Healthy Neighborhoods Program 
 
 

    

 

 

 

          The Healthy Neighborhoods Program targets 

residents living in Albany County zip codes 

12202, 12206, 12208, 12209, 12210 

and 

residents living in Rensselaer County zip codes 

12180, 12182, and 12144 

FREE health and safety survey, resources, & referrals 

FREE safety and cleaning products may include 
*Smoke detectors, carbon monoxide detectors, and fire extinguishers* 

*Child safety products such as cabinet locks, shock stoppers, etc.* 

*Asthma control items such as allergen barrier mattress and pillow covers* 

*Cleaning supplies such as mop, bucket, and dust wipes* 

*Safety supplies such as flashlights, nightlights, and first aid kits* 

Healthy Neighborhoods Program 

          Fax: (518) 765-2490 
                                                              Email: lkc29@cornell.edu 

    For more information or phone referrals call 518-765-3512 
Funds for the Healthy Neighborhoods Program are provided by the New York State Department of Health 

through the Albany County Department of Health & the Rensselaer County Department of Health 

 

   

 

 

 

Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, and Individuals with Disabilities and provides equal program and employment opportunities. 

Daniel P. McCoy 

Albany County Executive 

Kathleen M. Jimino 

Rensselaer County Executive 




