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    Over 60% of New York State is forested. And of the State’s 18.6 million acres of forest, more 
than 80% is privately owned. Some of the forest owners I talk with have inherited land that has 
been in their family for generations. Others have more recently purchased their property for 
recreation or investment. Some are interested solely in harvesting and marketing their timber. 
But, the majority are looking for recreation, retreat, and a sense of commitment to their 
children and grandchildren or to wildlife and the environment. These landowners often view 
their forest as a nest egg for retirement or as a long-term investment. And they seek a 
combination of benefits. Almost all enjoy, among other things, walking their land, seeing and 
taking pictures of wildlife and wildflowers, hunting, picking berries, sitting beside a campfire, 
and cutting firewood. 

    Woodlands require management, if they are to achieve their full potential. And how 
landowners manage their piece of the forest ecosystem today can impact that forest for 
generations. The most important decision a forest landowner can make is to protect, preserve, 
and improve timber stands, wildlife habitat, the watershed, the aesthetic beauty, the 
recreational opportunities, and the spiritual renewal that the forest offers. 

    North Country landowners who have properly managed their resources now own some of 
the most productive forest land in the nation. Those who have developed sustainable 
management strategies are reaping all of the economic, environmental, ecological, and 
sociological benefits of private forest ownership. At the same time, they are helping to maintain 
the environmental health and the rural character of our region.  

    Good forest stewardship can only be achieved through careful planning and management. 
Forest-owners need to understand what their options are, to identify their resources, and to 
determine their objectives and set goals.  

    If you would like to learn more about forest regeneration and harvesting practices and long 
range conservation planning, Cornell Cooperative Extension and the Paul Smiths College 
Visitors Interpretive Center (VIC) would like to invite you to attend a free class – An 
Introduction to Forest Harvesting and Regeneration Methods. The program gets underway at 
10:00 am on Friday, April 29th, in the Interpretive Building at the VIC. Woodland owners and 
those looking to purchase forest land are encouraged to attend. 



    Just as there are many reasons for harvesting trees, there are many different harvesting 
methods. Each method has its benefits, drawbacks, and conditions under which it is the most 
suitable way to harvest trees. No one harvesting method is ideal for all situations. 

    In 1998, the USDA Forest Service, Paul Smith’s College, and the then-New York State run VIC 
established the VIC’s Forest Ecosystem Research and Demonstration Area (FERDA). The area 
demonstrates five different silviculture methods on five different five-acre plots, which were 
recently tended again, according to management plans. Subsequent tending is used to restrict 
forest composition to the best-formed, fastest growing and most valuable species of trees. Two 
other plots serve as control plots.  

    We will be walking to these plots to examine what each forest-harvest treatment looks like 
and to interpret how, after several years, each of these applied treatments affects forest plants 
and wildlife. So, please come prepared to hike. 

    Silviculture is, in essence, the growing and cultivation of trees. It focuses on practices within 
forest stands, which are used to preserve and to better the stand’s productivity, thereby 
helping land managers achieve their objectives. Silviculture may be compared to gardening in 
that it often involves practices such as weeding, thinning, and pruning, and utilizes measures 
which protect trees and plants from insects, disease, and other natural elements.  

    Silviculture practices we will be looking at include: 
1)      selection cutting to produce a  two-aged forest, where all of the largest and a few 

medium sized trees are cut, leaving a 30 to 50 year old stand and openings that 
promote vigorous understory growth 

2)      clearcutting to release the buried seeds of trees that thrive in full sun, such as black 
cherry, along with brambles and stump sprouts that provide an abundance of food 
for wildlife and insects 

3)      select cutting of individual trees, favoring shade tolerant species, in which most of 
the largest trees are removed  

4)      select cutting of groups of trees, favoring species that need more sun than the 
original forest and creating small, temporary areas abundant in wildlife food plants 

5)      ‘shelterwood’ or regeneration cutting, in which a large percentage of the canopy 
trees are removed and trees desired in the future forest are favored. 

    All of these are timber harvesting practices commonly used in the Northeast.  
 
 


