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Raising Kids 
The Relatives as Parents Program (RAPP) 
completed a very successful site visit with the 
program’s major funder, the NYS Office of 
Children and Family Services.  RAPP’s 
contract manager, Patricia Bryant, attended 
the Orange County Kinship Coalition meeting 
on March 16, 2016 as part of the visit.  She 
was very impressed and pleased with the 
variety of agencies represented on the 
Coalition. These included staff from the 
Department of Social Services, OC Youth 
Bureau, Dispute Resolution Center, WIC, 
Mental Health Association, Abbott House, 
Independent Living, Child Care Council, 
attorneys, CCE staff, Kinship Corps members 

and caregivers.  Ms. Bryant was accompanied by a colleague from NYS OCFS, Sue Gilman and 
the OCFS Regional Manager, Barbara Green –Flood and a representative from the NYS Kinship 
Navigator, Ryan Johnson.  The group had the opportunity to hear from two program participants 
who related their stories and shared how RAPP has assisted each in their kinship caregiving 
journey.   
 
Forty six individuals attended three parenting education programs this March, including two 
programs on “Let’s Talk About… Cyberbullying” (Orange/Ulster BOCES and Washingtonville 
Middle School) and one “Discipline is Not a Dirty Word” educational series (Dept. of Health/ 
Newburgh). The mix of attendees included professionals who work with families and children in 
Orange County as well as parents and caregivers who live or work in the community. All three 
programs were offered to partner sites with whom we have worked with before, and are pleased 
to have us return to enhance their continuing education opportunities.  
Feedback included:  
“Both parents and colleagues in attendance commented on the importance of the constructive 
dialogue and discussion.”  
“Participants left feeling empowered, with specific parenting skills to deal with the complicated 
and evolving issue of cyberbullying.” 
“I now have some new tools to try with my very challenging three sons – thank you for the 
practical tips.” 
“More of these programs should be offered in the community. It is a shame that more parents 
don’t take advantage of these important workshops.” 
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Spending Smart 
Requests keep coming in for our Financial Management Workshops. Staff are delivering Making 
Ends Meets, Budgeting Basics, and Senior Scams: Just Say No! workshops all around Orange 
County. Partnerships with Greater Hudson Valley Family Health Center, Project L.I.F.E, and 
Walden Savings Bank have afforded CCE the opportunity to educate caseworkers, banking 
professionals, the general public, and our most vulnerable populations.  
 
Eating Right:  
A newly developed community nutrition program is coming to 
The Newburgh Armory Unity Center. The Flavor of Family; A 
Multicultural Cooking Class for Kids and their Caregivers is a 
great opportunity for families to explore family traditions 

through food. Participants will 
discuss food and culture, learn 
kitchen and food safety, 
prepare and taste recipes from 
around the world, and 
strengthen family relationships 
through cooking. Each family will receive a Cooking with the Kids 
toolkit to bring The Flavor of Family home. 

 
Eat Smart New York (ESNY) 
The Eat Smart New York Hudson Valley 
Region staff was asked by OTDA to present at 
the annual ESNY conference in Albany.  
Stefanie Hubert, Shayna Russo, Erica Dahl, 
and Jessica Henderson presented to about 70 
educators, program managers, and other 
agency representatives from across the state 
about our work with youth and our policy, 
systems, and environmental (PSE) change 
efforts within schools.  Erica Dahl and Jessica 
Henderson demonstrated two youth lessons 
and discussed best practices for preparation 
and delivery of the CATCH Kids Club 
curriculum.  Stefanie Hubert and Shayna 
Russo outlined our best practices, suggestions, successes, and 

progress with PSE efforts in schools 
and how to maximize ESNY’s role in 
influencing change in schools, which 
are such a central part of all 
communities.  The immediate 
feedback from the participants was 
very positive and highlighted the fact 
that the Eat Smart New York Hudson 
Valley region is leading the way with 
PSE efforts and change across the 
state. 


