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2015 is nearly over. And what a great year for CCE Franklin. Changes in personnel – more staff due to 

grant awards for programming and changes in duties/roles for some; supportive funding from county, 

state and federal sources; many program successes; a super showing at the Franklin County Fair; new 

partners along with stalwart supporters.  

 

Grant awards continue to expand our reach, increase our staff, strengthen our collaborations and 

increase our impact. Increased dollars for programs mean added opportunities for the citizens of the 

county, especially our after school programs. Our “press” coverage, ranges from local and regional 

newspapers to weeklies to blogs to continually increase our visibility, along with an awareness and 

understanding of our work and mission. Organizations, schools, institutions and county administration is 

recognizing our value and reaching out to us.  Last year the Town of Chateaugay requested CCE oversee 

their afterschool program. This coming year, CCE will be implementing activities in Brushton-Moira and 

Saint Regis Falls. 

 

Strength training through CCE’s “Growing Stronger” program teaches women and men safe strength-

building techniques, appreciation for regular physical activity, and proper nutrition. More nutrition 

education is coming to the county through a new effort and funded by a new contract. Stay tuned! 

 

Our partnership with Paul Smith’s College and the VIC will offer vastly increased educational program 

opportunities in the New Year. Beginning with a Snowmobile Safety course in January, we will have 

classes on gardening, beginning farming, tree pruning, “Wild Edibles”, and home food preservation. 

 

CCE Dairy Programs start off with a bang in the New Year. Check out the offerings on our website at 

http://franklin.cce.cornell.edu/events/2016/01/13/winter-2016-dairy-courses. Regionally we have hired 

a new dairy specialist to work alongside of Dr. Kim Morrill, and a new dairy processing specialist. We will 

be interviewing for the livestock processing specialist and the two business management specialists in 

January. 

 

One of my overused statements is “the only thing constant is change”.  But I heard John Child, Chairman 

of the county’s IDA board declare the same belief in discussion the other day. We have to keep moving 

or we become stationary, outdated, and not of significance to the people. That is not to say we do not 

recognize traditions that still have strong meaning and continue to offer education and guidance for 

today’s youth and adults. 

 

All of the great work that has been accomplished in 2015 and is planned for 2016 is due to the great 

http://franklin.cce.cornell.edu/events/2016/01/13/winter-2016-dairy-courses


efforts of an amazing staff, a great group of volunteers and a community that is embracing the strength 

and mission of Cooperative Extension education.   

 

On behalf of Cornell Cooperative Extension Franklin County, I want to thank all of our supporters. Enjoy 

the Holiday season. We look forward to working with you in the coming year.  
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