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The old adage is “Another day, another dollar”. We, at Cornell Cooperative Extension (CCE), are 
adjusting it to, “Another year, and a lot more programs.”  

CCE offers non-formal education and learning activities to people throughout the country — to farmers 
and other residents of rural communities as well as to people living in town centers and villages. It 
emphasizes taking knowledge gained through research and education and bringing it directly to the 
people to create positive changes. 

All universities engage in research and teaching, but the nation's more than 100 land-grant colleges and 
universities, which includes Cornell University, have a third, critical mission — extension. Through 
extension, land-grant colleges and universities bring vital, practical information to agricultural 
producers, small business owners, consumers, families, and young people. 

In Franklin County, CCE offers programming ranging from nutrition education to agricultural production 
and business management; information on combating invasive species to growing a garden and 
preserving the produce; rural economic development to youth development. 

To list all of our program planning for 2016 is way too much for one article. Instead, let me focus on one 
of our fastest growing departments – 4-H, which is increasing in staff, grant and contract funding and 
reaching across the county with quality programming. 

4-H continues to bring life changing programs that are research-backed & available through 4-H clubs, 
camps, afterschool, and school enrichment programs. Most people recognize the name 4-H. Not all 
realize it is the youth development program of our nation's Cooperative Extension System & USDA. 
Many place 4-H with Camp Overlook but do not know the camp is under the auspices of CCE Franklin 
and St Lawrence Counties. 

4-H'ers everywhere are pursuing their passions, accomplishing the extraordinary and meeting new 
challenges head on. Here in the county we have traditional 4-H Clubs, focusing on new topics and life 
skills development. Trained 4-H volunteers facilitate the learning that occurs in nonformal settings like 
4-H club meetings and activities.  The 4-H result is a fun fulfilling learning experience. Some will 
recognize the club program as dairy or horse clubs and think of exhibits at fairs. But there are also 
community service clubs, robotics clubs, and many more. 

4-H Afterschool helps 4-H and other youth-serving organizations create and improve programs for 
students in our communities. 4-H Afterschool is an Extension-enhanced program that offers youth a 
safe, healthy, caring, and enriching environment, engaging youth in long-term, structured learning in 
partnership with adults to address the interests of youth and their physical, cognitive, social, and 
emotional needs. The Benefits of 4-H Afterschool programs are young people participate in engaging, 
exciting programs while developing valuable skills with lifelong benefits. 



In Franklin County, CCE’s 4-H Department coordinates and manages 4-H Afterschool, through various 
funding sources and participation fees, in Chateaugay, Salmon River, and Tupper Lake and soon in 
Brushton-Moira and St Regis Falls School Systems. 

4-H is the nation’s largest positive youth development and youth mentoring organization, empowering 
six million young people throughout the U.S.  Locally, as it has for over 100 years, 4-H continues to grow 
and meet the needs of our county’s youth. 
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