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During the past winter break many 4-Hers and their families across the state participated in 19th 
annual “Great Backyard Bird Count” (GBBC).  This free, fun, and easy event engages bird 
watchers of all ages in counting birds to create a real-time snapshot of bird populations. 
Participants are asked to count birds for as little as 15 minutes (or as long as they wish) on one or 
more days of the four-day event, February 12-15th, and report their sightings online at 
birdcount.org. Anyone can take part in the Great Backyard Bird Count, from beginning bird 
watchers to experts, and you can participate from your backyard, or anywhere in the world. 

Launched in 1998 by the Cornell Lab of Ornithology and National Audubon society, the Great 
Backyard bird Count was the first online citizen-science project to collect data on wild birds and 
to display results in near real-time. Since then, more than 100,000 people of all ages and walks of 
life have joined the four-day count each February to create an annual snapshot of the distribution 
and abundance of birds. 

Participants simply tally the numbers and kinds of birds they see over at least a 15 minute span 
on one or more days. Bird recognition can be accomplished by a number of ways including the 
use of books and/or internet utilizing the Cornell Ornithology Lab (www.birds.cornell.edu) 
where participants can identify species by their song as well as their physical characteristics. 

During the count, participants can explore what others are seeing in their area or around the 
world. Additionally, photos can be entered in a photo contest, and images of birds can be seen 
pouring in from across the globe. 

For those that missed this years’ Great Backyard Bird Count, keep counting throughout the year 
with eBird, which uses the same system as the Great Backyard Bird Count to collect, store, and 
display data any time, all the time. 

Each checklist submitted helps researchers at the Cornell Lab of Ornithology and the National 
Audubon Society learn more about how birds are doing, and how to protect them and the 

http://www.birds.cornell.edu/


environment we share. Please visit the official website at birdcount.org for more information and 
be sure to check out the latest educational and promotional resources. 

 

Caption: Black-capped Chickadee is common throughout Northern NY likes mixed wooded areas and 
diet consists of seeds, insects, spiders, berries, and small fruit. 
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