
Cornell’s Jemison Visits 4-H Tribal Mentoring Program 

Connie Gerow, 4-H Mentoring Coordinator 

 

The invitation was extended but for many who have travelled from the southern part of our great New York 

State to our North Country communities, the weather can be unbearable. Clearly, at this time of year one may 

encounter an array of weather conditions that may include clear sunny skies to highly hazardous white-out 

conditions. 

 

In an effort to attend the Franklin County CCE 4-H Youth and Family with Promise (YFP) Tribal Mentoring 

program’s 4th Annual Love Our Family Pasta Bash, Ansley Jemison, Resident Director for the Akwe:kon (Aw 

Way Go) House at Cornell University Campus arrived in time to enjoy the Thursday, February 11th -  Family 

Night Outing at Salmon River Central School.  

 

In coordinating the “Pasta-Bash”, the 

4-H Mentee’s in the SRC Middle 

School were responsible for making 

the preparation of the salad bar and 

desserts for the evening.  Whereas, 

the 5th Grade Mentee’s from Salmon 

River and the St. Regis Mohawk 

School were responsible for setting 

tables for each of their respective 

family members. Each table had a 

“table-tent” top that identified the 

name of the family. A selected group 

of youth were responsible for 

presenting the flags (American, New 

York State, Six Nations and 4-H) 

and were armed with the leading the 

Pledge of Allegiance, 4-H Pledge and completed the Giving Thanks a reading by Chief Jake Swamp. Donations 

of non-perishable food pantry items or a small monetary donation was accepted at the door.  

 

 

 



Prior to a buffet serving of Spaghetti, coordinator 

Connie Gerow welcomed and thanked everyone for 

being there. In addition she introduced the invited 

guests, Ansley Jemison, Rick LeVitre, CCE Executive 

Director and his wife, Sue; Tammy Russell, SRC 

Middle School Principal, Donna Herne, SRC Middle 

School Guidance Counselor, Jim Barnes and Tim Cook, 

respective coaches for lacrosse and hockey. In addition, 

the 4-H Youth Development team which consist of the 

Youth Team Leader, Steve McDonald, Diane Dumont, 

Pat Banker, Diane Tremblay and Abby Langdon who 

were vital to guiding the youth.  

 

Prior to being named to his Cornell position, Jemison was the General Manager of the Iroquois National 

Lacrosse Team and assistant lacrosse coach at St. John Fisher College in Rochester, NY. In his brief message, 

Mr. Jemison shared with the hundred and forty youth and families the necessity for today’s youth to participate 

in multiple opportunities that will enable each to be successful. He encouraged the participation in 4H Youth 

Development programs that can enhance one’s prospects. After the dinner several parents and youth took the 

time to connect with Jemison to discuss future possibilities.  

 

The YFP Mentoring program is a part of a 4H National Mentoring Program (NMP) that was awarded a grant 

from the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Program (OJJDP). Family Night Outings are required 

initiatives to encourage stronger connections between youth and family. The Franklin County Cornell 

Cooperative Extension (CCE) is currently in their 4th year of the NMP grant. For more information, one may 

contact the local CCE office at 483-7403 or visit the website at http://franklin.cce.cornell.edu/.  


