
 
 

Cornell Cooperative Extension (CCE) Franklin County,  
Responding effectively to fast growing needs! 

 
In Franklin County, CCE offers programming in youth development, nutrition education, agricultural 
production and business management, rural economic development, information on combating invasive 
species, and growing a garden and preserving the produce. CCE services provide vital, practical information 
to young people, agricultural producers, small business owners, consumers, and families. 

In a previous article I spoke to the various 4-H Development offerings through CCE Franklin, including 4-H 
Clubs, Afterschool Programs and 4-H Camps. This time I would like to give a quick overview of other 
programmatic offerings we have available to the residents of the county and beyond. 

These programs are offered throughout Franklin County: 

Farm Programs These are a major focal point of CCE. The County CCE Association is a partner with 
the northern 6 counties in supporting the Northern NY Regional Ag Team, which has grown from 3 
to 8.5 regional specialists. These are individuals focusing on dairy, agronomic crops, farm business, 
dairy processing, meat processing, and non-dairy livestock reaching close to 500 individuals. 

Specific efforts within the county: three educators (1.65 FTE’s) support Beginning/Small/Part-time 
farms as well as established commercial dairy, beef, sheep and crop farmers with start-up planning, 
production, harvest and marketing. These educators conduct specific programs for clientele as well 
as working closely with the regional specialists. Other agricultural related programs include 
consumer horticulture, master gardeners, local hop production, and Ag in the Classroom. These 
programs directly serve more than 1,000 people.  

Family Health & Wellbeing This service provides nutrition and wellness education. Programs have 
been reorganized following the changes in the Eat Smart NY grant and extent of coverage in the 
county. New grants and contracts are funding nutrition education counseling at health clinics and 
teaching nutrition and wellness at local schools. Another significant service is a strength-training 
program for older adults developed by experts at Tufts University and the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) and adopted by cooperative extension across the country. 
 
Community and economic development CCE Franklin is responding as a leader to help meet current 
and emerging needs in community and rural development. Working with community leaders, 
schools, businesses and organizations we are delivering programs to improve workforce 
development, improve production and marketing, adding value to raw products, and conducting 
strategic planning. We are at the center of dialogue and collaboration addressing these needs. Many 
time programmatic areas overlap as is the case with several initiatives and collaborations on 
agricultural endeavors which will have a marked influence on new jobs, workforce training 
opportunities, and economic impact on the community. 

Cornell Cooperative Extension and the Franklin County staff are working to meet the needs of of the public 
with education and information. 
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http://nutrition.tufts.edu/
http://www.cdc.gov/nccdphp/dnpa/
http://www.cdc.gov/nccdphp/dnpa/

