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FARM & GARDEN  
 

NEWS AND NOTES FOR FARMERS & GARDENERS IN CHEMUNG AND TIOGA COUNTIES 

It is a busy time of year here at CCE Tioga, as I am continu-

ing to organize the homesteading series and working on the 

Southern Tier Nursery and Landscaping Association Educa-

tion Day.  I am in the process of scheduling some interesting 

and informative gardening workshops to coincide with the first beginnings 

of spring.  As my mom likes to say, "I am busier than a one-armed paper 

hanger."   

I am happy to announce that we are well underway in the selection pro-

cess for a new Agriculture Resource Educator here at CCE Tioga, and 

plans are also progressing for adding staff at CCE Chemung.  I think there 

will be new faces, new talents and new energy manning the offices here 

and at CCE Chemung in the near future. 

The arrival of March means it is time for Agriculture Literacy Week, and 

this year, volunteers from both counties will visit all the second grade 

classes and read a story about growing apples.  The book is "The Apple 

Orchard Riddle" and I know that the kids will really enjoy learning more 

about how apples are grown and harvested. 

I hope that this milder-than-usual winter has been enjoyable for you and 

that we can look forward to a prosperous, verdant spring season. 

Do you Love Maple Syrup?  Would you Like to Learn How to Make your Own? 

Come to one of our local sugar houses and learn how you can tap your own trees and make delicious maple syrup for 

your pancakes and waffles.  Expert maple producers, Dan and Ruth Beasley, of SweeTrees will teach us how to install 

taps in your maple trees, collect sap, and boil it down to a delicious, sweet syrup.  Bring your school-aged children--

everyone loves to visit a sugar house! 

When:  Saturday, March 5th, 10 to 11:30 am 

Where:  SweeTrees  761 Glen Road, Berkshire, NY  

Fee:  $5 per adult, children free  (Must be six or older) 

To register, call (607) 687-4020 or 

email Barb Neal at ban1@cornell.edu.   

mailto:ban1@cornell.edu?subject=maple%20class
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Workshops and Events Offered by CCE of Tioga County 

 

Homesteading Series -- Learn how to raise more of your own food! 

Do you have a bit of land?  Been dreaming about raising more of your own food?  Love the taste of farm-

fresh eggs or smoked bacon?  Cornell Cooperative Extension of Tioga County has you in mind!  CCE Tioga 

kicks off a series of presentations on the basics of livestock care and homesteading skills that run from Janu-

ary through April.  Over the next few months, we will cover how to raise all sorts of livestock:  rabbits, goats, 

sheep, beef cattle and pigs.  We will discuss how to sell your meat and how to buy meat from local producers.  

We will inform you on the best ways to store your meat and vegetable harvest.  There will be something for 

everyone, and all presentations are given by experts.   

Here are the upcoming classes: 

March 3 - Raising Meat Rabbits - $5 fee  Rabbits are a low cost way to put meat into your freezer.  

Come learn how to start a meat rabbit venture. 

March 8 - Marketing and Selling Your Livestock – Free  Do you raise livestock and wish you 

could reach more folks to sell your meat to?  Then come to this FREE workshop by livestock market expert, Matt 

LeRoux.  He will tell you the ins and outs of marketing your livestock and demonstrate ways to reach many more poten-

tial customers. 

March 16 – Vermicomposting - $5 fee  Would you like to turn kitchen scraps into garden gold?  Come 

learn how! 

March 30 - Raising Beef Cattle - $5 fee  Folks, this is going to be a great presentation by an expert pre-

senter who also raises red angus beefers for sale.  If you have an interest in turning your old pasture into a productive 

livestock venture, come to this presentation.  I heard Erin speak and felt she was one of the best presenters on raising 

livestock I have ever heard. 

April 5 - Buying Local Meat - Free  Would you like to save money while supporting local farmers and 

dining on excellent, healthy meat?  Have you wanted to buy direct from a livestock producer but didn't know enough 

how to do it?  Then come hear meat marketing expert, Matt LeRoux, walk you through buying local meat.  Bring a 

friend--you will both enjoy this FREE workshop. 

April 13-- Ways to Store your Food - $5 fee  Learn how to store the produce you grow in your gar-

dens.  We will discuss canning, drying, root cellars, and more. 

All classes run from 6 - 7:30 pm at the Ronald E Dougherty Building, 56 Main Street, Owego, NY 13827 and 

are open to all.  Please register for one or more classes by calling (607) 687-4020 or email Barb Neal at 

ban1@cornell.edu. 

mailto:ban1@cornell.edu?subject=Homesteading%20series
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Seed Starting Demystified 

From Penn State Extension Gardening News 

Pamela T. Hubbard, Penn State Master Garden-

er of Monroe County 

Few tasks are more rewarding than growing 

your own plants from seed. If you haven’t done 

this before, and you find it intimidating, here are 

some guidelines to simplify the process.  

Which seed catalogs to choose? 

Choose seed companies in the Northeast. They provide 

varieties adapted to our area, whereas more distant compa-

nies may offer plant materials best suited to other regions 

of North America. 

How to read seed catalogs 

The best catalogs include details such as the correct botani-

cal name of the flower or vegetable, its color, whether it 

grows in sun or shade, its water requirements, and the ma-

ture height and spread of the plant. Icons will indicate a 

plant’s traits. Read the key, as the symbols are not the 

same in all catalogs. An important factor is the cold hardi-

ness zone. The USDA hardiness map cites Pennsylvania as 

ranging from 5a to 7b (the lower the number the colder the 

region.) It may be prudent to choose plants suitable for a 

zone lower than what is recorded for your area because of 

the early or late killing frosts we experience. Catalogs 

sometimes tell you if the plant is new or improved which 

means the variety has changed, hopefully for the bet-

ter.  Please remember their photos show the mature plant at 

its best; perennials may not look that way the first year. 

How many seeds to order 

For a modest sized garden choose the vegetables and varie-

ties your family enjoys most. Don’t forget to grow some 

flowers in your vegetable garden to encourage pollinators. 

Many annual flowers, like marigolds and zinnias, are very 

easy to grow from seed and they are great for beginners. 

One packet of seeds of each variety should be plenty. As a 

general rule, one packet will be enough for a 10- to 30-foot 

row. 

When to start your seedlings 

Plan to start your seeds indoors so they are at the correct 

stage of development to move outside after the last frost. 

To check when the last frost date is for your region go 

to:http://extension.psu.edu/plants/gardening/fact-sheets/

general-gardening/transplanting-annuals/

extension_publication_file. It is smart to wait another week 

before planting, if the weatherman predicts frost at that 

time. Follow the instructions on the seed packet and use 

the calendar to figure out the sowing dates. Always read 

the directions on the seed packet as larger seeds, such as 

beans and corn, do best if you sow them directly into the 

garden. Write the sowing date on each seed packet and 

group together with other packets having the same sowing 

time. 

Containers 

You will need containers with holes for drainage and trays 

to catch excess water. Seed flats, Styrofoam cups, plastic 

tubs, foil baking dishes and old plastic plant six-packs are  

Caterpillar Gardening Workshop 

Gardening for butterflies and moths is more than planting 

nectar sources for adults.  Learn how you can assist them in 

all stages of their lifecycle as well as distinguish them from 

pests, so that all of us can enjoy these beautiful creatures in 

the future. 

Colleen Wolpert, local butterfly ex-

pert, will present this exciting work-

shop. 

When:  March 14th, from 6:30 to 8 pm 

Location:   CCE Tioga, 56 Main 

Street, Owego, NY 13827 

Fee:  $5 per person, school aged chil-

dren free 

Register:  Call (607) 687-

4020 or email Barb at 

ban1@cornell.edu. 

http://extension.psu.edu/plants/gardening/fact-sheets/general-gardening/transplanting-annuals/extension_publication_file
http://extension.psu.edu/plants/gardening/fact-sheets/general-gardening/transplanting-annuals/extension_publication_file
http://extension.psu.edu/plants/gardening/fact-sheets/general-gardening/transplanting-annuals/extension_publication_file
mailto:ban1@cornell.edu?subject=Class%20registration


 

 

suitable. You can purchase a seed starting kit that includes 

a tray of cells and a humidity dome, but it’s not necessary 

to spend the money. Most important, your containers must 

be properly sterilized before using them. Wash them in 

soapy water and then rinse with a solution of one part chlo-

rine bleach and 10 parts water. Dry thoroughly before add-

ing the growing mix. 

Growing mix 

Purchase a commercially prepared mix especially for seed 

starting. The medium should be sterile, loose, well-drained, 

and of fine texture. Also, buy vermiculite to cover the seeds 

as this encourages seed germination. 

Step-by-step procedure 

1. Moisten the seed starting mix and fill the container to 

within ¾ inch from the top. Remember to make sure the 

container has adequate drainage. 

2. Use a clean small board to level and firm the mix. Do 

not press too hard. 

3. Make shallow rows about 1-2 inches apart with a nar-

row board. 

4. Sow seeds uniformly and thinly in the rows. Label the 

rows immediately, especially when you plant different 

seeds in one flat. If you are sowing only one type of seed 

you may scatter them over the surface. 

5. Cover the seeds with vermiculite to a depth of about 

two times their diameter, leaving very fine seeds uncov-

ered. Moisten the surface with a fine mist, or place the con-

tainer in a pan of warm water. 

6. Cover the container with a plastic film or a plastic bag. 

No additional watering will be needed until after germina-

tion. 

7. Place the tray in a warm place, not in direct sunlight, 

with a temperature of 65° – 75°F. You can use a heated 

seed-starting mat. 

8. Once seedlings emerge, remove the plastic film and 

place the container in a bright south window, or under a 

fixture equipped with two cool white fluorescent tubes. 

Leave the seedlings under the lights for 14-16 hours each 

day. Do not over-water; allow drying between waterings, 

being careful the seedlings don’t wilt. 

9. If you need to thin your seedlings, nip some off at the 

soil line with scissors. If necessary, transplant overcrowded 

seedlings to individual pots after they have at least one set 

of true leaves. Grasp the seedlings by the leaf to avoid 

damage to the stem. 

 

Hardening off and planting out 

Gradually introduce your seedlings to the garden after 

threat of frost. Place them in dappled shade for about five 

days before moving them into a sunny location, gradually 

increasing the length of exposure, for another five days. 

When your plants are large enough for easy handling and 

hardening-off is complete, the time has come to plant them 

into the garden. To reduce the shock of transplanting, select 

a cloudy day for the task. Dig a hole twice as wide as the 

plant. Carefully remove the plant, retaining as much soil as 

possible, and set it in the hole at the same level it was 

growing in the flat. Place soil loosely around the roots and 

fertilize with a weak solution of fish emulsion. 

It is not too early to dream and plan; with seed catalogs in 

hand you can begin the most rewarding and enjoyable of 

garden projects. 

 

 

Garden Tasks for March--It is Horticul-

tural Oil Time! 

Horticultural oil applications at dormant rates are usually 

applied from late March through early May, depending on 

plants to be treated and weather conditions. Check product 

labels and contact Cooperative Extension for specific de-

tails. 

Prune out and destroy dark, swollen black knot galls on 

twigs of cherry and plum before bud break. 

Inspect bark of lilac, cherry, plum and peach for powdery 

white prunicola scale infestations and plan horticultural oil 

applications if needed. A brush is sometimes useful for 

mechanically rubbing the insects off. 

Check trunk and rough branch areas of white pines for cot-

tony white flecks of pine bark adelgid. Plan horticultural 

oil treatment if needed. 

Horticultural oil treatments for maple bladder gall mite, 

spider mites on evergreens and scale on shrubs and trees 

can be applied; check labels for specifics on appropriate 

weather conditions. 

 



 

 

 

Visit a Local Sugar House on Maple 

Weekends 

Weekends:  March 19-20 & April 2-3 

Every spring, the members of the New York State Maple 

Producers Association invite families and friends into 

their “sugar houses” to experience the world of pure NY 

maple syrup. Located at approximately 160 farms and 

museums across New York State, Maple Weekend offers 

a delicious, fun-filled outing that has a little something 

for all maple-lovers to taste and experience. 

Join us this year March 19-20 and April 2-3 for sugar 

house tours, samples, activities and much more. Locate 

your nearest participating maple farm by going to the NY 

Maple Producers' Website:  http://www.nysmaple.com/ 

Easy Maple Syrup Salad Dressing 

Submitted By: Mary Jeanne Packer 

Yield: Serves 4 

Ingredients: 

2 Tbsp. Pure NY Maple Syrup 

2 Tbsp. Apple Cider Vinegar 

1 Tsp Maple Mustard 

1/3 Cup good quality Olive Oil 

2 Tbsp. finely chopped fresh herbs (whatever you have in 

the garden - basil is a good option) 

Pinch of Garlic Salt 

Directions:  In a small bowl, combine maple syrup, vinegar, 

and maple mustard. Slowly whisk in the olive oil. Add herbs 

and garlic salt. 

Serving suggestions: For dinner, divide 6 cups of fresh baby 

spinach leaves on four plates, crumble on bleu cheese, add 

sliced grilled chicken, and drizzle with this dressing. For a 

nice side salad, toss with mixed greens, goat cheese, sliced 

red onion or shallot, and maple roasted pecans. 

 

Business Consulting Grants for Organ-

ic Dairies 

The New York Organic Dairy Program (NYODP) has part-

nered with the New York Farm Viability Institute to make 

grant funding available for organic dairy producers to par-

ticipate in the Cornell Organic Dairy Farm Business Sum-

mary (DFBS) program and select a project for immediate 

attention through a modified Dairy Profit Team approach. 

Farms currently participating in the Dairy Farm Business 

Summary and those that have not completed a DFBS be-

fore are both eligible for funding. Priority for grants will be 

given to certified organic dairies, however, farms in transi-

tion to become organic are encouraged to apply. 

Farmers may first apply for funds to: 

 work with a qualified farm business consultant to up-

load the operating and financial information for the individ-

ual farm into the Cornell Organic Dairy Farm Business 

Summary, 

 or, if the farmer has completed a 2016 Summary, to 

work with the consultant to review the data to select a short

-term project that will benefit the farm. Varying levels of 

funding are available for this initial step. 

 

Funding is also available for farmers to work with a con-

sultant on a project that will help the business better meet 

its goals. Applicants for a project grant must first complete 

a 2016 DFBS. 

Farmers requesting project funds will be required to work 

with NYODP to document their desired goal and projects 

must be achievable within 18 months of the formation of 

the consultant ‘team.’ Examples of projects include, but are 

not limited to, developing a business plan, enhancing tran-

sitioning practices, and constructing facilities. NYODP will 

provide up to $1,500 for the consultant and team to com-

plete its project work. 

The Cornell Organic Dairy Farm Business Summary is a 

confidential program that collects operating and financial 

information from an individual farm to produce a report 

that the farm operator can use to identify areas where the 

farm is doing well and areas that need improvement. The 

Summary also helps analyze if the farm is meeting the fi-

nancial and long-term goals of the farm business. Guide-

lines and application form for the NYODP consultant and 

project grants are posted online at http://blogs.cornell.edu/

organicdairyinitiative/. Grants will be awarded on a first-

come, first-serve basis until funding is spent. For more in-

formation, contact Fay Benson at 607-391-2669 or af-

b3@cornell.edu.  

http://www.nysmaple.com/
http://blogs.cornell.edu/organicdairyinitiative/
http://blogs.cornell.edu/organicdairyinitiative/
mailto:afb3@cornell.edu?subject=Business%20%20Grant
mailto:afb3@cornell.edu?subject=Business%20%20Grant
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How managing for increased biodi-

versity can help farmers 
By: Juan P. Alvez | Pasture Technical Coordinator 
UVM Center for Sustainable Agriculture 

 

In 2013, our research team* embarked on a collaborative, 

long-term study focused on understanding how ecologic habi-

tat disruption is associated with livestock wellbeing and 

health, and how that can affect society. 

This is far from a local or unique issue. With human popula-

tion growing above 7 billion people, a demand for higher liv-

ing standards, including dairy products as more people seek 

access to all forms of animal protein as part of a more affluent 

lifestyle, is ever increasing. 

Meeting this demand requires both advancing the agricultural 

frontier and an intensification of the production process, bur-

dening already-degraded ecosystems, and impacting habitats, 

forests, biodiversity, soils, water and rural livelihoods. There 

is strong evidence that agriculture receives (and may pro-

vide), a diverse array of benefits from healthy ecosystems, 

and it also worsens problems when it disrupts them. 

 
Cows grazing diverse pastures at Choiniere Farm 
 

We suggest that managing for increased biological diversity 

in pasture-based dairy production systems positively contrib-

utes to improved livestock well-being, health and productivi-

ty, and creates a positive feedback ecological service loop. It 

has been demonstrated that minimally disturbed soils, ade-

quate access to a diverse, high quality forage mix, and clean 

water are associated with bovine wellbeing and milk quality. 

Dairy cows support numerous microbial communities, includ-

ing mutually beneficial relationships with their microbial 

symbionts (rumen microbiota). These cellulolytic bacteria 

break down plant materials, providing cows with a source of 

energy and nutrients. An understanding of the response of 

ruminant and environmental microbial communities to specif-

ic management practices will provide an opportunity to both 

optimize farm productivity and enhance ecosystem-based 

management. 

 
Well-balanced cool season pastures at Choiniere Farm 
 

We had an integral approach to soils, forage and diet, rumen 

microbiology, grazing activity and milk quality, to evaluate 

how cows were affected.  We hypothesize that biodiversity 

affects livestock well-being, health, and productivity, and that 

it may also affect cows’ grazing behaviors.  To explore this, 

we studied how the relationship between grazing time and 

diet alters rumination activity, rumen pH and health, milk 

composition and productivity. 

Cows that grazed on diverse pastures presented higher con-

centrations of poly unsaturated fatty acids than when grazing 

a monoculture; they were able to transfer conjugated linoleic 

acid and omega-3 fatty acids from these pastures into the 

milk. We did not find any effects between pasture diet type 

and lying time but, there were differences among cows in 

laying time where higher producing cows had longer lying 

times. 

 
Cows wearing electronic loggers (wrapped in low-hind left 
leg) for grazing activity 

 

Overall we determined that pasture-based livestock who graze 

on pastures managed for increased biodiversity can help to 

improve soil health, optimize forage utilization, rumen activi-

ty, milk composition and quality reduce costs, and increase 

net farm income. 

By optimizing these production parameters, pasture-based 

dairy farmers can simultaneously advance cattle health and 

well-being, reduce operational costs and environmental im-

pacts and produce the healthy dairy products society is de-

manding. We hope that our work can explain the importance 

of maintaining a healthy ecosystem for Vermont farms. Full 

results will be published on a scientific article. 

http://blog.uvm.edu/pasture-vtpasture/files/2015/12/DSC01779.jpg
http://blog.uvm.edu/pasture-vtpasture/files/2015/12/DSC01756.jpg
http://blog.uvm.edu/pasture-vtpasture/files/2015/12/Cows-wearing-electronic-loggers-for-grazing-activity.jpg
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*Research Team (alphabetical order): Juan Alvez, John Bar-

low, Melissa Bainbridge, Emily Golf, Jana Kraft, Robert Mu-

gabe and Joe Roman 

Sponsors: UVM Reach Grant & NE-SARE Grant 

 

Below:  Pasture diversity increases farm resiliency 

 

 

 

Video released by the Cornell Vegeta-
ble Program – How To: Produce Wash-

ing Stations 

Food safety is a major concern for consumers, farmers, 

and buyers.  Good Agricultural Practices (GAPs) are the 

steps taken in produce packing areas to reduce microbial 

contamination.  One area where reducing micro contami-

nation is critical is in the washing and cleaning of pro-

duce.  

The Cornell Vegetable Program is proud to release a new 

video that shows produce growers standard operating pro-

cedures for using a germicidal bleach in a produce wash-

ing station.  Growers will learn what supplies are required 

and how to calculate the amount of germicidal bleach 

needed to sanitize the water.  Watch the video now! 

 

This video was developed by the Cornell Vegetable Pro-

gram and Harvest New York with support from the USDA 

and the Northeast Center for Risk Management Educa-

tion. 

  

If you’d like more information about Farm Food Safety, 

visit http://cvp.cce.cornell.edu/food_safety.php 

Tree and Shrub Sale--Orders now 

being taken 

The Tioga County Soil & Water Conservation Dis-

trict annual Tree and Shrub Sale is once again being 

held.  Stop by their offices or CCE offices to pick up 

an order form.  All orders must be placed by April 

1st.  Order early to be assured that there still will be 

plants available. 

This is a great way to add trees and shrubs to your 

property at a low cost.  Plants come bare root in the 

early spring. 

 

Learn how to Grow your Own 

Strawberries and Blueberries! 

Cornell researcher, Kaspar Kuehn, will join us to 

explain the best ways to grow strawberries and blue-

berries.  Learn what varieties grow best in the South-

ern Tier, how to plant the young plants, and their 

care and management.  You won't want to miss this 

class! 

When:  March 21, 6 to 7:30 p.m. 

Where:  CCE Tioga, 56 Main Street, Owego, NY 

Fee:  $5 per adult, school aged children free 

Register:  Call (607) 687-4020 or email Barb Neal at 

ban1@cornell.edu. 

http://blog.uvm.edu/pasture-vtpasture/files/2015/12/Outgro-Pasture-Diversity.jpg
https://youtu.be/wCPoi_Ob97M
http://cvp.cce.cornell.edu/food_safety.php
mailto:ban1@cornell.edu?subject=Class%20registration


 

 

9 Tips for Securing Your Farm’s Finan-
cial Footing in 2016 

 

By Brent Gloy and David Widmar. 

(Brent and David originally wrote this piece for the Mid-

November issue of Successful Farming, available here, and 

also appeared in their blog, Agricultural Economic Insights, 

on January 4, 2016.  See http://ageconomists.com/ for more 

posts.) 

 

With 2015 behind us, the prospects of signifi-

cant improvements in commodity prices or input prices 

in 2016 have begun to fade. The fiscally tight conditions 

faced at 2015 spring planting, when economic losses were 

common in budgets across the Corn Belt and Plains, will 

likely feel all too familiar as planning for 2016 begins. 

Just as a hiker’s footing is critical for the challenging leg of 

a hike, now is the time for you to evaluate your current situ-

ation and secure your farm’s financial footing heading into 

2016. If you spend time preparing and planning for 2016, 

you will help position your operation to survive – or even 

thrive – into the future. To help you, here are nine tips for 

securing your farm’s financial footing. 

 

1. Stay laser-focused on costs. The first step to a success-

ful start for 2016 is knowing your cost of production. You 

should have a working budget that is regularly updated as 

input prices are locked in. 

While many producers only consider variable expenses 

(such as seed, fertilizer, and crop protection) when budget-

ing, these expenses are a fraction of the total. In the Mid-

west, the average total budgeted cost of corn and soybean 

production from 1991-2015 was comprised of 40% variable 

expenses and 60% fixed expenses. In the current environ-

ment, you need to evaluate and manage all expenses. Clear-

ly achieving significant cost reductions requires careful 

attention to fixed costs. 

In addition to careful budgeting and close evaluation of 

costs, run multiple iterations of your budget under different 

scenarios. Consider what a worst-case scenario and a best-

case scenario look like. 

2. Manage working capital. While it sounds very formal 

and complicated, at its simplest, working capital compares 

your operation’s current cash assets (cash and assets that 

will be converted into cash within a year) with its current 

financial obligations that are committed and due within the 

next year. The optimally positive gap between the current 

assets and the current liabilities is your working capital. 

Working capital is always important but especially during 

times of tight margins. If your operation experiences nega-

tive margins (losses), working capital is used up (or 

burned) to keep the operation going. With negative margins 

and too little working capital, you will likely find yourself 

in financial stress. 

Those who carefully monitor their working capital might 

also keep track of their working capital burn rate. To calcu-

late, use your worst-case budget scenario and see how 

many years of losses your working capital could cover. 

3. Pay attention to debt repayment capacity. While it 

seems like everyone has been talking about working capi-

tal, debt repayment capacity and the debt coverage ratio 

have received less attention. Debt repayment capacity 

measures the amount of cash flow that the farm has availa-

ble to service term debt. The debt coverage ratio divides 

debt repayment capacity by scheduled term debt payments 

and interest. These measures allow you to consider how 

easily you will be able to meet scheduled debt payments. 

For farms with a tight debt coverage ratio, changes are nec-

essary. Solutions may involve reduction of total debt or 

extending terms on existing debt. Farms with comfortable 

debt coverage and inadequate liquidity (working capital) 

may benefit from refinancing to provide liquidity. Bankers 

will watch debt coverage closely, so talk with your lender 

about your specific situation. 

 

http://www.agriculture.com/farm-management/finances-accounting/9-tips-f-securing-your-fincial-footing_306-ar51255
http://ageconomists.com/
http://i1.wp.com/ageconomists.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/9tips.graph2_.jpg


 

 

 4. Pursue good deals with discipline. Heading into 2016, 

you are likely to come across several good deals. For ex-

ample, in response to the general tightening of the agricul-

tural purse strings, good deals on land and equipment 

might begin to surface. Be disciplined! 

It is important to consider your farm’s priorities and finan-

cial capacity before committing to new obligations. Having 

these identified at the onset will make sorting through op-

portunities much easier. 

For example, realizing that a combine upgrade is needed 

and financially feasible allows you to focus on pursuing a 

combine acquisition. Otherwise, you might find yourself 

buying a piece of land that was never a priority and com-

mitting the financial resources needed for a higher priority 

upgrade. 

5. Scout and crunch. If there are two things that you 

should invest more resources into, it is scouting your fields 

and crunching your financials. When the weather and agri-

cultural economy are unfavorable, these are not fun activi-

ties. Yet, they’re often the most valuable way you can 

spend your time. 

In recent years, a surge in technology-fueled products and 

services has become available to you. From UAVs to soft-

ware and apps, these technologies can all be helpful and 

create insights for those of you who are looking to improve 

your scouting or number crunching. While these tools can 

be helpful, it’s important to consider which areas of your 

operation need the most improvement before investing in 

more tools. Otherwise, you may find yourself with more 

tools than you can manage, and some of the tools may not 

have the capacity that you were really looking for. Stay 

focused on your farm’s needs and objectives, not the prod-

ucts or services features. In short, tools are just tools. Fig-

uring out what questions need answered is likely the most 

important part of your analysis. 

6. Manage lending relationships. Recent data released 

from the Kansas City Federal Reserve Bank notes an uptick 

in the number of farm loans being issued. The largest share 

of these new loans is for operating lines. Additionally, loan 

volumes from operating loans in 2015 are up 25% from last 

year. Now is the time to meet with your lender and discuss 

your situation and future plans. Bad surprises will likely be 

stressful for everyone involved, given the general agricul-

tural economy. Maintain an open and proactive relationship 

with your lenders and be prepared to bring solutions or 

suggestions for solutions to current challenges to the table. 

7. Don’t forget about price risk. While the low grain 

commodity prices are worrisome alone, it’s important to 

keep price swings in mind. Just this summer, commodity 

prices surged higher and were immediately followed by a 

steep drop. The swings approached $1 per bushel for corn. 

We’ve seen these low price levels before, and we’ve seen 

this level of price volatility, but rarely have they occurred 

at the same time. Carefully consider what prices you need 

to make your financial situation work. When they are avail-

able, make sure to act. Even a few days of procrastination 

were quite costly for many producers this summer. 

 

8. Manage risk beyond crop insurance. Crop insurance is 

an important risk-management tool for you, but its ability 

to serve as a complete risk-management solution has been 

eroded with lower general price levels. In recent years, it 

was possible to have a crop insurance guarantee that would 

cover most, if not all, costs. This level of protection is not 

currently available. 

As commodity prices have fallen, so have guarantee levels. 

While production costs have started to slowly come down, 

they have been stubbornly high. This creates a situation 

where crop insurance covers a much smaller percentage of 

total expenses. Compare your total cost of production with 

your coverage levels to see how much exposure you face. 

This is also an important consideration when evaluating 

what level of working capital is appropriate and what con-

stitutes acceptable selling prices. 

9. Consider alternatives. It may be time to evaluate your 

crop rotations. This can be especially true in areas where 

alternative crops may be more economically attractive. Just 

as high prices brought several additional acres of corn and 

soybeans into production, lower prices create the need to 

remove acres from production. You may want to consider 

whether your equipment set is the right complement for 

your current size. Finally, you may want to consider the 

profitability associated with your various leases and owned 

farmland. Making a hard choice today may position you for 

better opportunities tomorrow. 

 

Final Thoughts 

As you face a third year of lower incomes, 2016 will likely 

be a challenging year. Those in agriculture are very aware 

of the cyclical nature of farm profitability and, unfortunate-

ly, we’ve entered the challenging phase of the hike. Taking 

some time to really focus on improving your farm’s finan-

cial footing will help ensure that you are positioned to par-

ticipate in the better financial times likely to come at some 

point in the future. By sticking to the basics, you can get by 

– and even prosper – in the future. 

For those interested in learning more, click here to follow 

the blog and stay connected as we will continue to observe 

these trends and continue providing the data, charts, and 

insights. 

 

Photo Source: Flickr/John Athayde 

https://www.kansascityfed.org/en/research/indicatorsdata/agfinancedatabook/articles/2015/07-29-2015/ag-finance-dbk-07-29-2015
https://www.kansascityfed.org/en/research/indicatorsdata/agfinancedatabook/articles/2015/07-29-2015/ag-finance-dbk-07-29-2015
http://eepurl.com/Z8kxD
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News, Notes and Workshops for Farmers and Gardeners 

Getting started in farming?  If so, then save the dates! 

Learn the basics of operating a farm! This program is 

designed for anyone who is exploring the possibility of 

farming, including landowners and those without land of 

their own. We will cover some business basics but the main 

focus will be on soils, land prep, and production of 

livestock or horticultural crops.  The program begins at 9 

am and ends at 3 pm and will involve extension educators 

and farmers as presenters. This workshop will be offered in 

two locations: on March 12 at the Schuyler County 

Cooperative Extension office in Montour Falls and on 

March 19 at the TC3 Farm on Route 13 north of 

Ithaca.  Register for either sessions with Cornell 

Cooperative Extension Tompkins County via the following 

website: http://db.ccetompkins.org/programs/civicrm/

event/info?id=612&reset=1 – March 12 – Montour Falls 

http://db.ccetompkins.org/programs/civicrm/event/info?

reset=1&id=613 – March 19 – TC3 Farm or call 607-272-

2292 or email mr55@cornell.edu.  Co-sponsored by 

Cornell Cooperative SCNY Ag Program and Groundswell 

Center for Local Food & Farming, with partial support 

from a USDA Beginning Farmer and Rancher Program 

grant. 

 

Permaculture Design Studio 

Wed. Mar. 2, 6:30-8:30 pm. Sean Dembrosky from Edible 

Acres will lead this hands-on design studio to get 

participants thinking about how they can incorporate 

permaculture design principles in their own gardens and 

homesteads. Bring a site plan or sketch of your garden 

space or property to work on. If the weather is suitable, the 

class will also include a short walk to the Permaculture 

Park to see some examples of permaculture design in a 

public park. $5-$10 *S.S.F. Held at the CCE-Tompkins 

Education Center, 615 Willow Avenue, Ithaca. To register 

for classes, call: (607) 272-2292. 

Rare Fruit Workshops- Persimmons & Pawpaws- Held 

at 2 Locations!! 

Wednesday March 30, 2016 10am—1:30pm Bath Civil 

Defense Building 3 Pulteney Sq. East; Bath, NY OR from 

6-9pm March 30th at Vince’s Park, Intersection of Route 

318 and 5/20, Seneca Falls, NY. Hobbyist, Homeowner, 

Commercial Grower Workshop. Interested in unusual 

fruits? Come learn all about growing pawpaws and 

persimmons! Topics include site selection, insects and 

disease management, pollination and sourcing plants. 

World renowned speaker and expert Jerry Lehman, will be 

sharing knowledge based on his 25 years’ experience. For 

more information contact: Roger Ort 607-535-7161; email 

rlo28@cornell.edu  

 

Strategic Marketing in one night!  

 

Two dates & locations to choose from, 6:30-8:30 PM at all 

locations FREE 

 

Ithaca, Tuesday, Mar . 1 at Groundswell, 225 S. Fulton 

St., Ithaca  

Bath, Tuesday, Mar . 15 Steuben County Civil Defense 

Center, 7220 State Rte. 54, Bath 

 

For Early Stage Beginning Farmers, Experienced 

Beginning Farmers, Experienced Farmers Is your 

marketing strategy “we sell whatever we have to anyone 

that will buy it”?  Learn how a focused strategy and 

specific efforts can reduce your marketing labor needs and 

make every step count.  If you want to sharpen and focus 

your marketing skills or just don’t know where to begin 

developing a marketing plan, we can help!  Co-sponsored 

by Cornell Cooperative Ext. and Groundswell Center for 

Local Food & Farming, with support from USDA's 

Beginning Farmer & Rancher Development Program, 

Grant #11674923. 

 

To register please visit http://groundswellcenter.org/2016-

programs-listing/ and complete the Program Interest Form 

and indicate your interest in “Strategic Marketing”.  The 

workshops are free. 
 

NOFA NY Organic Dairy and Field Crops Winter 

Conference  

March 16, 8 am – 5 pm, Holiday Inn – Syracuse/

Liverpool 

Find out more:  

https://www.nofany.org/events-news/events/item/2-organic-

dairy-field-crop-conference 

 

Season Extension with High Tunnels  

Know Before You Grow 

an online course through the Northeast Beginning Farmer 

Project 

 Tues. March 22 - April 19, 2016, with webinars every 

Tuesday evening from 7:00-8:30pm. 

 http://www.nebeginningfarmers.org/online-courses/all-

courses/season-extension-with-high-tunnels-bf-220/  

 Adding weeks to either end of your growing season can 

mean attaining a premium for having products available 

well before (or long after) other local growers. But the 

structures that make this possible-unheated plastic-covered 

http://db.ccetompkins.org/programs/civicrm/event/info?id=612&reset=1
http://db.ccetompkins.org/programs/civicrm/event/info?id=612&reset=1
http://db.ccetompkins.org/programs/civicrm/event/info?reset=1&id=613
http://db.ccetompkins.org/programs/civicrm/event/info?reset=1&id=613
mailto:mr55@cornell.edu
mailto:rlo28@cornell.edu
http://groundswellcenter.org/2016-programs-listing/
http://groundswellcenter.org/2016-programs-listing/
https://www.nofany.org/events-news/events/item/2-organic-dairy-field-crop-conference
https://www.nofany.org/events-news/events/item/2-organic-dairy-field-crop-conference
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JMnDZkvlDvgymtz-CPVyM3um6rZXeKEtqDnHpJ-MeJiLh4j7yaBuNDThp-YKfjB3VbU7RYObXjHjnUOrj_sF9cYEi90rjXt78kb3UrTc9I5-4kTolzJxbJ5qnZ0Sql3xhCt3LZCdz8mMVuji-g7z-1EqcpsW7ztl5pAhj7wTgD_YEK4Ncyb8FJqAwYBLCOcV6aRJGbLnTWA=&c=HmmfqMFRKUYUggnJX69Xv
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JMnDZkvlDvgymtz-CPVyM3um6rZXeKEtqDnHpJ-MeJiLh4j7yaBuNDThp-YKfjB3VbU7RYObXjHjnUOrj_sF9cYEi90rjXt78kb3UrTc9I5-4kTolzJxbJ5qnZ0Sql3xhCt3LZCdz8mMVuji-g7z-1EqcpsW7ztl5pAhj7wTgD_YEK4Ncyb8FJqAwYBLCOcV6aRJGbLnTWA=&c=HmmfqMFRKUYUggnJX69Xv
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JMnDZkvlDvgymtz-CPVyM3um6rZXeKEtqDnHpJ-MeJiLh4j7yaBuNGgzdkTsvx3vm0ZqbOiCjVQjPwyBFcc0rMCU8A90zJ5JI_gti5wYAFRAIR9tnKlFvpm0KfhKeTScdALlzVyr66NAvKub_O5OOKdMTQbEnEySC5dfjhwvoVk4Hx97u7BmillT6zTtutJ7TSOTYUIQIOjaAQ8EmpiL8DJ8lwMSluVXqZgo
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JMnDZkvlDvgymtz-CPVyM3um6rZXeKEtqDnHpJ-MeJiLh4j7yaBuNGgzdkTsvx3vm0ZqbOiCjVQjPwyBFcc0rMCU8A90zJ5JI_gti5wYAFRAIR9tnKlFvpm0KfhKeTScdALlzVyr66NAvKub_O5OOKdMTQbEnEySC5dfjhwvoVk4Hx97u7BmillT6zTtutJ7TSOTYUIQIOjaAQ8EmpiL8DJ8lwMSluVXqZgo
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"high tunnels" or "hoophouses"-can cost a lot of money, 

and they bring special management considerations that 

need to be understood in order to be profitable additions to 

your farm. 

 This course is meant for farmers who already have some 

experience successfully growing vegetables outdoors and 

are exploring high tunnels as a way to expand the season or 

improve plant quality. Information will be focused on using 

high tunnels in colder climates (US Climate Zones 4-6), 

but can be adapted to other growing regions. 

 By the end of this course growers will have the knowledge 

to do the following: 

 Complete a basic site assessment and know when to 

bring in experts to discuss site limitations 

 Make decisions to improve or maintain their soil health 

and fertility in the tunnel 

 Select an appropriate high tunnel structure for their 

site, climate, and production needs 

 Select and grow appropriate cold and/or warm season 

crops for the tunnel 

 Employ pest control and trouble-shooting strategies for 

high tunnels 

 Decide if high tunnels make economic, environmental, 

and social sense on the farm 

Instructors: Jud Reid is a regional vegetable specialist 

with the CCE Cornell Vegetable Program. Crystal 

Stewart is a regional vegetable specialist with the CCE 

Eastern New York Commercial Horticulture Program. 

 MORE INFO AND REGISTRATION: 

http://www.nebeginningfarmers.org/online-courses/all-

courses/season-extension-with-high-tunnels-bf-220/  

Northern NY Program Providing Beef Producers with 

Tool for Managing Pasture Resources in 2016 

Northern NY beef producers looking to improve the quality 

and quantity of their land resources for grazing livestock in 

2016 can take advantage of a pasture measurement tool 

purchased with a grant from the farmer-driven Northern 

New York Agricultural Development Program. Northern 

New York producers interested in learning about or access 

to a rising plate meter in 2016 may contact NNY Regional 

Livestock Team Leader Betsy Hodge, a livestock specialist 

with Cornell Cooperative Extension of St. Lawrence 

County, at 315.379.9192. For more information, visit 

Cornell's Beef Cattle Management blog.  

 

Handbook Helps Reduce Farm Pathogens Using GAPs 

and Conservation Practices  

Wild Farm Alliance has released a new handbook, titled Co

-Managing Farm Stewardship with Food Safety GAPs and 

Conservation Practices: A Grower's and Conservationists' 

Handbook. This document describes many opportunities 

for making the farm safer by reducing pathogen presence. 

It covers how pathogens get on the farm, the prevalence of 

pathogens in wildlife and livestock, and environmental 

factors that influence pathogen reduction. A multi-barrier 

approach is presented where conservation practices and 

food safety Good Agricultural Practices (GAPs) can be 

used to reduce food safety risk. Download the handbook at 

wildfarmalliance.org  

Yates County Master Gardener Annual Yard ‘N 

Garden Day 

Date: Saturday, March 19, 2016 

Time: 9:00 AM – 12:30 PM (Registration 8:30 AM) 

Where: Yates County Auditor ium 

              417 Liberty Street 

              Penn Yan, NY  14527 

Cost: $15 per  person 

Register: Call 315-536-5123 or go on-line at https://

pub.cce.cornell.edu/event_registration/main/

events_action.cfm 

Penn Yan, NY - The Master Gardeners’ of Yates 

County are hosting their annual Yard N’ Garden Day 

for anyone who is interested in gardening and ready to 

think about Spring!   

The workshop will cover plant defense against 

herbivory, benefits of insect diversity, bat house 

installation and care, and planting and maintenance of 

strawberries.  

The workshop is open to the public and is to be held 

on Saturday, March 19, 2016 from 9:00 AM – 12:30 

PM at the Yates County Auditorium, 417 Liberty 

Street, Penn Yan.  The fee is $15 per person, which 

includes refreshments and door prize tickets. 

Following the workshop, all attendees will receive 

several FREE vegetable and flower seed packets.  Pre-

registration is required by March 15, 2016.  To 

register, please call Cornell Cooperative Extension at 

(315) 536-5123 or go on-line at https://

pub.cce.cornell.edu/event_registration/main/

events_action.cfm 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JMnDZkvlDvgymtz-CPVyM3um6rZXeKEtqDnHpJ-MeJiLh4j7yaBuNGgzdkTsvx3vm0ZqbOiCjVQjPwyBFcc0rMCU8A90zJ5JI_gti5wYAFRAIR9tnKlFvpm0KfhKeTScdALlzVyr66NAvKub_O5OOKdMTQbEnEySC5dfjhwvoVk4Hx97u7BmillT6zTtutJ7TSOTYUIQIOjaAQ8EmpiL8DJ8lwMSluVXqZgo
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JMnDZkvlDvgymtz-CPVyM3um6rZXeKEtqDnHpJ-MeJiLh4j7yaBuNGgzdkTsvx3vm0ZqbOiCjVQjPwyBFcc0rMCU8A90zJ5JI_gti5wYAFRAIR9tnKlFvpm0KfhKeTScdALlzVyr66NAvKub_O5OOKdMTQbEnEySC5dfjhwvoVk4Hx97u7BmillT6zTtutJ7TSOTYUIQIOjaAQ8EmpiL8DJ8lwMSluVXqZgo
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0014bsU7RzIKdWics21neCt-Y4mv2SdiiVeyD3_Ia3zwTyU8PUjYMNrt4xnn34drlbnTeNzmGQQZAVMT-SS2z0hWN8YIbhJi_gWRrxVIhLGsIT-JGO6x7mpK-RMQLlGAD49gQpVmbeWqrCbpLnJiklV2KsbpUWB1p5lFvkX3KdGFfQJPVkxqU3O1sk3wKwQs-174ezNcwrXkbyOHwjJObQlcP7F6rxKoeG1JtXv
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0014bsU7RzIKdWics21neCt-Y4mv2SdiiVeyD3_Ia3zwTyU8PUjYMNrt4xnn34drlbnL1BpcE0o09CgeU8ubS-oCAOpaJI-R3-FrH7QBDQGUPpWH5rl3rUpkA4bPgqvIi8RkxRNWBEUVfNbuEbcZyM6yUkQBKp38HkATfZifLDU3ItW8ZoCOlwnEMPGAvUd27M26CiqbGcBNx2qeETb7Sh9Lo1tmvW2ABOfh2-l
https://pub.cce.cornell.edu/event_registration/main/events_action.cfm
https://pub.cce.cornell.edu/event_registration/main/events_action.cfm
https://pub.cce.cornell.edu/event_registration/main/events_action.cfm
https://pub.cce.cornell.edu/event_registration/main/events_action.cfm
https://pub.cce.cornell.edu/event_registration/main/events_action.cfm
https://pub.cce.cornell.edu/event_registration/main/events_action.cfm


 

 

Camp Mushroom 
June 3 – 4. Hidden Valley Camp, Watkins Glen NY. Friday 

5 – 9pm, Saturday 9 am – 4pm. Camp Mushroom is Cor-

nell University’s annual two-day event for farmers, wood-

lot owners, and hobby growers who want to cultivate their 

own shiitake, oyster, lions mane, and stropharia mush-

rooms. This year marks the 11th year of the course, as for-

est mushroom cultivation blossoms in the northeast as a 

new small farm industry. You can read more about mush-

room cultivation at www.CornellMushrooms.org. For reg-

istration and more information please visit http://

blogs.cornell.edu/mushrooms/2016/01/12/learn-to-grow-

mushrooms-at-11th-annual-camp-mushroom/ 

 

IPM Insights: As Climate Shifts, So Do Pests January 

2016 download. The January 2016 issue of IPM In-

sights—on the theme of climate and pests—is available for 

download. http://neipmc.org/go/ipm-insights The NEIP-

MCommunication-L list is owned by the Northeastern IPM 

Center, which fosters the development and adoption of in-

tegrated pest management, a science-based approach to 

managing pests in ways that generate economic, environ-

mental, and human health benefits. We use the list periodi-

cally to distribute news about IPM funding opportunities, 

research and extension projects, and great IPM information 

sources. To join or unsubscribe from the list, please send a 

request via e-mail to NortheastIPM@cornell.edu. 

 

Backyard Fruit Production Workshop 

Saturday, March 19, 2016- 8:30am—12:30pm. This 

workshop will cover stone fruits, pears, apples, blue-

berries, raspberries, currants, and strawberries. Work-

shop Location: 

Reisinger’s Apple Country 2750 Apple Lane Watkins 

Glen, NY .your host: Rick Reisinger, guest speaker: 

John Reynolds. For more info please contact Roger 

Ort 607-535-7161 or email rlo28@cornell.edu. Pre-

registration is required with payment by March 15, 

2016.  Workshop fee is $20. This workshop is a joint 

venture between Cornell Cooperative Extension-

Schuyler and Steuben counties. To register: https://

reg.cce.cornell.edu/CCESCFruitProduction_244 

Build Farm Profits with SNAP 
Tuesday, March 22, 2016, 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM. Cornell Co-

operative Extension of Schuyler County will be hosting a 

“Build Farm Profits with SNAP” information session on 

Tuesday, March 22nd 2016, from 5:00pm–7:00pm, at the 

Human Services Complex 323 Owego Street in Montour 

Falls, NY(Room 120). This free workshop is designed for 

farms who want to learn more about increasing their cus-

tomer base by accepting SNAP/EBT benefits at their farm 

and at farmers’ markets. Diane Eggert, from the NY Farm-

ers’ Market Federation, will lead the workshop, explaining 

what it takes for farms to accept SNAP/EBT. Farms can 

sign up, via the NY Farmers’ Market Federation, to become 

a SNAP/EBT vendor at the workshop. Any farms who 

want to sign up that night will need to bring a valid driver’s 

license, social security card, Federal Taxpayer ID number, 

date of birth, home address, phone number, and a voided 

check. There are fantastic incentives, including (but not 

limited to) a free card reader that accepts Visa/MasterCard 

in addition to the SNAP/EBT card. To reserve your seat at 

the workshop, and for more information, please call CCE-

Schuyler at (607) 535-7161or email Roger Ort, CCE Local 

Food Educator, at rlo28@cornell.edu. 

 

Nut Grafting Workshop 

Tuesday, April 26, 2016, 6:00 PM - 8:30 PM- Learn the 

history of grafting, see a hands-on grafting demonstra-

tion, learn how to make your own grafts, take home two 

grafted Heartnut trees, Pre-Registration is Required, 

workshop Price $35.00. For more information contact: 

Roger Ort607-535-7161; rlo28@cornell.edu. Guest Speak-

er: John Reynolds of Daring Drake Farm. Fee $35. To reg-

ister please visit https://reg.cce.cornell.edu/ 

http://www.CornellMushrooms.org
http://blogs.cornell.edu/mushrooms/2016/01/12/learn-to-grow-mushrooms-at-11th-annual-camp-mushroom/
http://blogs.cornell.edu/mushrooms/2016/01/12/learn-to-grow-mushrooms-at-11th-annual-camp-mushroom/
http://blogs.cornell.edu/mushrooms/2016/01/12/learn-to-grow-mushrooms-at-11th-annual-camp-mushroom/
http://neipmc.org/go/ipm-insights
http://neipmc.org/go/ipm-insights
mailto:NortheastIPM@cornell.edu
mailto:rlo28@cornell.edu
https://reg.cce.cornell.edu/CCESCFruitProduction_244
https://reg.cce.cornell.edu/CCESCFruitProduction_244
mailto:rlo28@cornell.edu
mailto:rlo28@cornell.edu
https://reg.cce.cornell.edu/CCESchuylerNutTreeGrafting_244


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tompkins County Agri-Tourism Conference 
Learn about Agritourism Trends and Opportunities for Growing your Farm Business  

Tuesday, March 8, 2016     Coltivare Restaurant, 235 S. Cayuga St. Ithaca, NY 

8:00-9:00 am - Registration/ Continental Breakfast/Networking 

9:00 - Welcome/Convene Conference –  

Welcome on behalf of the TC Strategic Tourism Planning Board- Agriculinary Tourism working group; Meet work group members – 

Ethan Ash, STPB Member, and Agriculinary Tourism group co-chair 

9:15 AM Overview of the Tompkins Agriculinary Tourism Plan –  

Tom Knipe, Senior Planner, TC Planning Department (10 min) 

 

Agritourism Assets and Opportunities in Tompkins County and the region –  

Monika Roth, CCE Tompkins, Agriculture Program Leader (10 min)  

USDA  Grant to build agritourism capacity – Monika Roth (10 min)  

 

9:45 AM The State of Agritourism – Big picture trends and visitor interests   

Moderator:  Kristy Mitchell, Integrated Marketing Manager, Tompkins CVB  

 

PANEL PRESENTATION - Visitor demographics, what they want/expect, experiences they are seeking, amenities they need  -- how to keep them 

entertained, educated, happy and fed! 

 

Lisa Chase, Natural Resources Specialist, Director of Vermont Tourism Research Center, UVM Extension – The World or Agriculinary Tourism in 

Vermont – what’s happening and what’s ahead!  

 

Mary Kay Vrba, Executive Director, Dutchess County Tourism – 

-Agritourism in the Hudson Valley – Marketing Farm Fresh Getaways 

 

Laura Winter Falk, Experience the Finger Lakes  

Visitors coming to the Finger Lakes and Agriculinary tourism they are seeking 

 

11:00 AM - The Evolution of Indian Ladder Farms - from Production to Visitor Destination – from cows to fruit trees to agr itour ism focused 

on the harvest, education, events, farm store/café and more! 

Keynote speaker: Laura Ten Eyck, Indian Ladder Farms, Altamont, NY 

 

Lunch – Noon – 1:30 PM – Assignment– at your table, build a tourism package! 

 

Session #1 – 1:30 – 2:30 PM  

 
 

Session # 2 – 2:45 -3:45 PM  

 
3:45 – 4 PM – Short Wrap up/Evaluation & Next steps – farm assessments, farm trail & more! 

4:00-5:00 PM – Networking at the Coltivare Bar 

 

Conference cost:  $40/person include breakfast, lunch, breaks and handouts 

REGISTER By Phone:  Call Cornell Cooperative Extension Tompkins County – 607-272-2292 or email mjc72@cornell.edu 

 

Session A-1 - Hosting Visitors – Panel 

Moderator:  Laura Winter Falk, Experience the FL 

PANEL: 
-Opening Doors for Drop in Visitors – Tom  Murray, Muranda 

Cheese Company, Waterloo 

-Kids and Family Fun –  Cecelia Soloviev, Indian Ladder 

Farms Retail Manager 

-Hosting Group Tours at your Farm – Laura Falk, Experience 

the Finger Lakes tours 

  

Session A-2 – Hosting Visitors – Panel 

Moderator:  Ethan Ash, Ag Tourism Strategy Ctte 

PANEL: 
-Farm Events – Melissa Madden, Good Life Farm & Finger 

Lakes Cidery 

-Weddings and Parties – Gordy Gallup, Silver Queen Farm 

-Farm Stays – what guests enjoy about a farm – Rita & Don 

Barber, RoseBarb Farm, Caroline 

  

Session B-1 – Readiness and Logistics – Panel 

Moderator:  Monika Roth, CCE Tompkins 

PANEL: 
-Evaluating your Farm’s Agritourism Potential – Monika 

Roth, CCE Tompkins 

-Business Planning – Steve Messmer, Tompkins SBDC & 

Lively Run Goat Farm 

-Minimizing Risk/ Insurance – Ben King, Nationwide Insur-

ance, Risk Management Services for Agribusiness and Kevin 

Morrin, Tompkins Insurance Agency 

Session B-2  Promotion & Marketing – Panel 

Moderator: Kristy Mitchell, Tompkins CVB 

PANEL: 
-Branding your Business – 

Q. Cassetti, Lucky Stone Partners, graphic design 

-Social Media/Website Fun – 

Jeff Katris,  Indian Creek Farm 

-Building Creative Packages for Visitors  – 

Emma Frisch, Firelight Camps 

  

Folks--even though this says it is for Tomp-
kins County, it will be great for all in this re-
gion.  I believe agritourism is a great option 
for many of us….so check it out! 

     Barb Neal 
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Independent Insurance Agent 

Homeowners & Renters - Mobile Homeowners -Farm own-
ers - Business - Worker's Compensation - Auto - Life - 

Bonds - Health & Disability 

P.O. Box 488 - 14 North Main Street, Newark Valley, NY  

(607) 642 - 3224 

Www.fksinsurance.com 

Building Strong and Vibrant New York Communities 
Cornell Cooperative Extension in Tioga County provides equal program and employment opportunities. 

Accommodations for persons with special needs may be requested by calling 607-687-4020. 

 Apply Now for Beginning Farmer Profit Teams 

Are you a beginning farmer in New York state who has 

been farming for at least three years? Is the farm business 

you manage at a crossroads, needing to improve efficien-

cy, scale up, or make other major changes to achieve long

-term viability?  You may be eligible to receive support 

for a New Farmer Profit Team. This initiative seeks to 

improve the long-term success of advanced beginning 

farmers by providing selected farmers with customized, 

one-on-one guidance from farm professionals (financial, 

production, legal, marketing, etc.) over an 18-mo to 2-

year period.  Read more about the program and apply by 

clicking here. The application deadline is March 15, and 

in this third and final round, 16 farms will be chosen. This 

project is a collaboration of the Cornell Small Farms Pro-

gram, NY Farm Viability Institute, and NY FarmNet, 

made possible with funding from NYFVI and the 

USDA Beginning Farmer and Rancher Development Pro-

gram (BFRDP).   

Tips for Attracting Birds to your Garden 
Adapted from Yard Map  http://content.yardmap.org/learn/in-your-yard/ 

 

 Gather up all the fallen limbs and branches in your yard and toss into a pile instead of putting them at the 

curb. 

 

 Rake your leaves under your shrubs and trees for mulch rather than bag-

ging them for collection. 

 

 Scatter a packet of sunflower seeds in a sunny space, water, and then re-

member not to mow them! 

 

 Relocate your bird feeders. Without changing your window, you might be 

able to reduce mortality by moving your feeders and birdbaths to new loca-

tions. Bird strikes are significantly more likely to be fatal when they take 

off far enough away from the window to be flying at top speed when they 

hit. When feeders are placed within 3 feet of window glass, or affixed to 

the window or frame, birds may still fly into it, but seldom with enough 

force to injure themselves. 

 

 Make and install a predator baffle for your nest box pole. 

 

 Skip the lawn chemicals. Saves money and time, too! 

Photo from:  http://

www.birds.cornell.edu/

education/kids 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001EG__mRRLsDQzZPzZWdeGktA1o3bCiK0upXEdPTi2zGBgTjoOfdMb09F1j49Ko4AXn_5ewuvg2Pi7H-N-joAlda_Tday0wZmtq6-p4_hVLeNI9gA0rbSX66OgOwO2d4upY-MqxDmyuV1ZmBvUkunDlML9sXd1HSnXlszxNtAM4826Zo2vBEjh1UQZjta3nfzr-rUkwOrclPQ0P4BnKayCtp32YCIqorjwxYjW
http://nestwatch.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/06/guardsto.pdf?__hstc=23112549.314123456c49b22251271f6db003e0d0.1447773338610.1453392000126.1456848983316.7&__hssc=23112549.2.1456848983316&__hsfp=2405861585
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/education/kids
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/education/kids
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/education/kids
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To Serve 
And 

Strengthen 
Agriculture 

Local Farms, 
Local Food, 
Local People 

Members are at the heart of Farm Bureau, a grassroots-driven organization of 
families and individuals in New York who care about agriculture. 

TIOGA COUNTY 

 

 

56 Foote Crossing Road 

Candor, NY 

(607) 760-1957 

Thank you Sponsors!   
This newsletter reaches approximately 1,200 

farmers and gardeners in Tioga and Chemung 

Counties every month.  It is made possible through 

the generous support of our sponsors!  Help us 

provide information to the public by becoming a 

sponsor! 


