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4-H STEM Program Building its Relationships with Local Colleges – Vanessa Merrill 
Over the past year, the 4-H Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math (STEM) Program has 
worked on forming partnerships with local businesses and colleges to strengthen the growing 
program.  In the past few months, our partnerships with 3 local colleges has led to us being able 
to offer a level of programing that is above anything we have offered in the past.  We are 
continuing to work with all of these institutes and are looking forward to the impact partnerships 
lead to in the future.   
 

Mount Saint Mary’s College – Once again our program is 
offering STEM Bound.  This program exposes our older youth 
to different degree options they can pursue within STEM.  
Working with the college they set up 4 visits for the youth 
related to a different area of STEM.  Using a combination of 
hands on activity and lecture from the professor, the youth 
learn what the career topic is like. They also learn about 
applying for college.  

 
SUNY Orange – Each year we offer a National Engineering Challenge for the youth in the 
program to tackle.  This year we are having the 2nd year engineering students volunteer their 
time to assist with the program.  The students are very excited about assisting since they will be 
able to earn volunteer hours that they can write on their resumes and portfolios that they need 
as they apply to further their studies. With the students volunteering it also allows our youth to 
see a “younger” face to engineering and see how cool and interesting this career path can be.   
 
SUNY Sullivan – Coding has been a very popular aspect of 
STEM and is a growing career field.  While working with the 
college we were able to offer a Day of Code.  Youth spent an 
entire day learning about different coding programs and 
making different projects come alive in real world 
applications.  

 
4-H Cooking Program – Marika R. Rywak 
 
The interest in cooking has exploded over the past few years and here in Orange County we 
have really seen the impact!  The Produced in New York Contest has grown tremendously in the 
past 5 years; from 7 participants to over 30!  We participated in Jr. Iron Chef on Long Island, and 
have two new teams for the 2016 contest, and Orange County took the win for Jr. Iron Chef at 
the State Fair contest this past summer. 
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To answer the pleas for more, the 4-H Cooking Program was born this 
December.  We began with a Cookie Exchange; 14 youth baked and swapped 
just before the holiday!  The amount of parent interest was so much so, that 
the 4-H’ers decided they wanted to hold a parent cookie bake-off!  Stay tuned 
for that event!  In January, we held our first class/workshop:  Kitchen Safety 
and Knife Skills.  Youth ages 9-15 participated, learning about proper 

sanitation, how to handle your knife correctly, 
and ending with the sampling of the English 
muffin pizzas made.  In order to teach the 
proper handling of a knife, the 4-H’ers first 
practiced with a lettuce knife and play-
doh…safety first!  On February 27th, we will 
host the Produced in New York Contest 
here at the office. 
 
Lots of fun and exciting workshops and 

events are coming up for the Cooking Program! 
 
Memories Kids Camp – Ingrid Hill  
Over the past couple of years, one of our long-standing volunteers, Lisa Hintze, has taken on 
running a monthly scrapbooking crop as a 4-H Fundraiser for the Cloverbud and 4-H Awards 
programs.  We’ve had good success in cultivating a nice group of regular attendees who are 
supporting the 4-H program through a hobby that they would be doing on their own anyway.  
We’ve designed page kits, card swaps, and mini albums as part of the initiative.  We recently 
brought the mini-album project to the 4-H youth in the way of memories kid’s camp.  Registered 
youth met three times over 5 weeks to complete the fun beach themed album.  Each youth was 
given a great goodie bag of scrapbooking supplies compliments of the JoAnn Fabrics/Kids in 
Need partnership.  Youth learned a variety of scrapbooking techniques including cropping, 
making pockets, embellishing with stickles, and personalization within kit based supplies.  
Additionally, youth were challenged to build page kits on their own between sessions and 
awarded more supplies each time a completed project was brought to our class.  We had 
beautiful scrapbook pages built as part of the initiative.  All of these elements will be on display 
at the upcoming Showcase display in July.  When asked what their favorite parts of the sessions 
were youth replied with the following: 
 

“We all learned the same scrapbook but they all turned out different!  This was a very 
complex project with the pockets but so much fun!” 
 

“Getting the experience of reading the directions and having to follow them on my own 
was great.  I also really enjoyed being a teen leader for the group.” 
 

“I loved hanging out with my friends and personalizing the album.  It was great to add the 
photos, choose where everything went in the album, and just seeing how everyone chose 
to do something a little different.” 
 

“I loved being able to use so many new and different tools while having a chance to 
decorate our albums to our own taste.” 

 


