
Finding Success in
4-H Public Presentations

Rensselaer County 4-H Public Presentations Workshop



Objectives

 Identify the types of Public Presentations

 Identify the parts of a Public Presentation

 Explain how to choose a topic and prepare a presentation

 Demonstrate good use of visual aides

 Demonstrate good conduct and “Tricks of the Trade”

 Demonstrate presentation evaluations and being a good audience member



Presentations Types

 Demonstration: Words put into action! Teaches others how to do 
something by showing while telling.

 Should have finished product at the end to show your audience.
What are topics that you could do a Demonstration on?



Demonstration Types

 Illustrated Talk: A presentation using slides, pictures or other visual 
aides.

 No finished product is required.
What are some topics that you could do an Illustrated Talk on? 



Time Guidelines

Cloverbud: 1-3 minutes
 1st Year: 3-5 minutes
 2nd-4th Years: 3-8 minutes
 5th Year and Up: 10-20 minutes



Parts of a Presentation

 Title: Create something catchy
Objectives: What do you want to tell your audience?
 Introduction: Should be brief, original, and a follow-up to the title.

Should begin with a hook
Introduce yourself, Tell why the topic is important, State your 

objectives



Parts of a Presentation

Body: Present your objectives.
Demonstration: Show the steps
Illustrated Talk: Talk about your objectives

 Summary or Conclusion: End on a strong note!
Why is this topic important?

Always thank the audience and ask for questions…



Parts of a Presentation

 Questions: Always take questions at the end of your presentation.

Repeat the question

 Take a deep breath and think about an answer

“I don’t know” is a good answer if you really don’t



How to Choose a Topic

 Pick something you are interested in!

What are you good at?

What is something that you enjoy?

 Demonstration or Illustrated Talk?

What is best for your topic?

 Keep it simple…



Preparing Your Presentation

 Gather Information and Research Your Topic

 Prepare visuals and materials

 Develop an outline

 This is the roadmap for your presentation

 Practice!
What will you say? What will you do?



Visual Aides

Make sure that visuals can be seen by entire audience
Use only important visuals: Don’t over-do it!
Use good quality photos



Visual Aide Tips

 Make sure your visuals can be seen by everyone!

 Contrast colors

 Keep slides simple and use photos

 Keep transitions simple and non-distracting

 Leland is so cool!

 Know what is on your slides

 Practice with your visual aides



Good Conduct

 Dress Appropriately

Nice and neat

Clothing can aid in presentation

Hair tied back in using foods

Jewelry and other accessories to a minimum



Good Conduct

 Don’t try to memorize your presentation

You can use notecards

 Don’t read your presentation

Use keywords or key phrases

 Face your audience and smile

 Speak loudly and clearly
Stand straight and hold your head up



Tips and Tricks

Have a joke at the ready…
This can help you get over nervousness

 If you mess up, don’t sweat it
It’s better to go back and fix it

Always thank your audience and take questions!



Evaluations

Evaluations are meant to be Positive and Meaningful
Listen to evaluators
Ask questions if you don’t understand
Use evaluations as a tool to get better



Be a Good Audience Member

Be respectful
Respond to the presenter
Think of questions for the end
Good feedback isn’t telling someone what they did 

wrong



Resources

 Rensselaer County: http://ccerensselaer.org/4-h-youth/4-h-forms

 Rutgers University: https://nj4h.rutgers.edu/pdfs/4H-public-
presentations.pdf

 New York State: 
http://nys4h.cce.cornell.edu/events/Pages/PublicPresentations.aspx

http://ccerensselaer.org/4-h-youth/4-h-forms
https://nj4h.rutgers.edu/pdfs/4H-public-presentations.pdf
http://nys4h.cce.cornell.edu/events/Pages/PublicPresentations.aspx


Thank You!

Questions?
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