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Whose Farm Is It Anyway? 
 

  

The cover of the Ag Digest features 

a different Lewis County farm each 

month. The contest works like 

this:  

1. The challenge – look closely 

and let us know if you think 

you know either of the 

following: 

-     Farm name 

-     Farm owner name 

-     Detailed description of its 

location 

NOTE: If you need another hint, 

visit our website at 

www.ccelewis.org and click on 

“Agriculture” where you will 

see the same farm from a 

different (often more common) 

angle. 

2.  Call CCE of Lewis County at 

376-5270 with your guess no 

later than February 15th
.  

3. All correct entries received by 

the deadline will be entered 

into a drawing.  The winner 

will receive a prize, sponsored 

by our advertisers.  

4. The answer and the winner will 

be announced in the next issue. 

5. You can only win a prize once 

each calendar year; however, 

the person with the most 

correct answers in a year will 

receive the Grand Prize.   

 

Last Month’s Winner was Larry 

Woodruff.    
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n December 2015, Acuron, a corn herbicide from 

Syngenta, was registered in New York State.  Acuron is a 

combination of S-metolachlor (Duall II Magnum), 

atrazine, mesotrione (Callisto), and bicyclopyrone (brand new 

active ingredient).  The site of action for bicyclopyrone is 

HPPD inhibitor (group 27), like mesotrione.  Acuron can be 

applied pre-emergence or early post emergence in field corn, 

seed corn, and silage corn.  Acuron may be applied  

pre-emergence to yellow popcorn and sweet corn.  Apply 

Acuron at 2.5 quart/acre for soils with less than 3% organic 

matter and 3.0 quart/acre for soils with greater than 3% 

organic matter.  Apply Acuron post emergence prior to  

12-inch corn.  Acuron is very similar in spectrum of weed 

control to Lexar, although slightly better on giant ragweed 

and common cocklebur.  Acuron can provide season-long 

control of most small-seeded broadleaf weeds.  When 

applying Acuron post emergence include nonionic surfactant 

(NIS) at 0.25% v/v.  Crop oil concentrate (COC) at 1% v/v may 

be added in place of the NIS, but temporary crop injury is 

possible.  Do not use a nitrogen-based adjuvant (AMS or 28% 

nitrogen) when applying alone or in a tank mix.  

(Source: http://auglaize.osu.edu/program-areas/agriculture-

and-natural-resources/agronomy) 

 

Revulin Q is a new product from DuPont Ag Products and 

received registration in New York State in March 

2015.  Revulin Q contains nicosulfuron (Accent) plus 

Mesotrione (Callisto) plus a safener.  Apply Revulin Q at 3.4 to 

4.0 ounces /acre post emergence.  Crop oil concentrate (COC) 

I 
or a high surfactant methylated seed oil (HSMOC) plus 28% 

nitrogen or ammonium sulfate (AMS) must be mixed with 

Revulin Q for field corn and field corn inbreds.  Revulin Q can 

be broadcast to field corn, field corn inbreds, and yellow 

popcorn up to 20 inches tall or before V5 growth stage.   

Revulin Q can be directly sprayed to field corn up to 30 inches 

tall and prior to V8 growth stage.  A nonionic surfactant at 

0.25% v/v must be mixed with Revulin Q when applied to 

yellow popcorn.  Mixing atrazine at 0.5 pounds active 

ingredient per acre (1 pt/A) will improve weed control, but it 

must be applied before 12-inch corn.  Revulin Q can be mixed 

with Liberty for LibertyLink corn and glyphosate (Roundup) 

for Roundup Ready corn.  Do not mix Revulin Q with Basagran 

or a foliar-applied organophosphate insecticide.   

(Source: http://auglaize.osu.edu/program-areas/agriculture-

and-natural-resources/agronomy) 

 

New for 2016 from BASF is Armezon Pro herbicide for corn 

(field, sweet, seed corn, and popcorn). Armezon Pro is an EC 

formulation containing topramezone (Armezon, Group 27) 

and dimethenamid-P (Outlook, Group 15).  Armezon Pro may 

be applied from corn emergence up to V8 stage or 30-inch tall 

corn (12-inches tall for sweet corn) and provides burndown 

and residual control of some annual broadleaf and grass 

weeds. Use rate range is from 14 to 24 ounces/ acre, 

depending on soil texture and organic matter.  

(Source: http://www.weeds.iastate.edu/mgmt/2015/

WC94.pdf) 

 

By Mike Hunter, Regional Field Crops Specialist 

Cornell Cooperative Extension 

New Corn and Soybean  

Herbicides  
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In June 2015, Warrant Ultra, a soybean herbicide from 

Syngenta was registered in New York State.  Warrant Ultra is 

a pre-mixture of encapsulated acetochlor (Warrant, Group 

15) and fomesafen (Reflex, Group 14). This product can be 

applied pre-emergence and post emergence before 

soybeans reach growth stage R2, and will provide control of 

many annual grass and broadleaf weeds. The encapsulation 

of the acetochlor provides a slow release of the herbicide 

and increases the potential for the herbicide to remain 

effective for a longer period of time.  

(Source: http://www.weeds.iastate.edu/mgmt/2015/

WC94.pdf) 

2016 Cornell Guide for Integrated 

Field Crop Management 

The 2016 edition of the Cornell Guide for Integrated Field 
Crop Management is now available. This annual publication 
provides up-to-date field crop production information for 
New York State. It is designed as a practical guide for field 
crop producers, crop consultants, ag chemical dealers, and 
others who advise field crop producers. 
 
In addition to the annual variety 
and pesticide updates, 
highlighted changes in this 
edition of the Field Crops Guide 
include: 

 A new section on spring 
malting barley, including field 
research trial data. 
 Revised forage fertilization 
guidelines to include sulfur 
fertilizers.  
 Updated corn, soybean, and 
wheat disease management tables. 
 
The Cornell Guidelines are available as a print copy, online-
only access, or a package that combines print and online 
access. The print edition of the 2016 Field Crops Guide costs 
$26 plus shipping. Online-only access is $26. A combination 
of print and online access costs $36.50 plus shipping costs for 
the printed book. 
 
Cornell Guidelines can be obtained through your local Cornell 
Cooperative Extension office or from the Cornell Store at 
Cornell University. To order from the Cornell Store, call (800) 
624-4080 or order online at http://store.cornell.edu/c-875-
pmep-guidelines.aspx.  

 

Ace Hoof Trimming 
 

“We Save More Cows” 

Jason Chamberlain                  (315) 486-0028 
 

Colton Aubin                            (315) 767-1242 
 

We operate a fully hydraulic standup chute for a stress-free  

experience 

Dairyland Hoof Care Institute Inc. Graduates 
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The data generated from analysis of the cell phone photos 
and field samples collected in 2015 is currently being used to 
calibrate the pre-harvest evaluation tool Cherney has dubbed 
AGES: Alfalfa Grass Evaluation System. 
 
‘We want to achieve the highest degree of accuracy; 
incorrectly estimating crop composition by just 20 percent 
can result in late harvesting by five or more days, potentially 
leading to fiber digestibility that is more than 5 percentage 
units past the desired target for milk production efficiency. 
That level of inaccuracy can reduce production by 2.5 to 5 
pounds of milk per cow per day,’ Cherney says. 
 
‘This tool will efficiently identify the best time to harvest high 
quality forage crops to help farmers enhance cow health and 
milk production, reduce the need to buy-in additional forage, 
and ultimately increase net income,’ Cherney adds. 
 
The Northern New York Agricultural Development Program 
grant also provided funding for Cherney to collaborate with 
Dairy One testing laboratories in Ithaca, NY, to calibrate the 
use of near-infrared reflectance spectroscopy, or NIRS, 
equipment for post-harvest evaluation of forage composition. 
The research team used more than 1,300 forage samples of 
known proportions to develop prediction equations for using 
the NIRS technology. 
 
‘The calibrations for grass percentage in the samples worked 
well and, equally as important, one calibration worked just as 
well for both fresh and ensiled forage samples, greatly 
simplifying the process for post-harvest evaluation,’ Cherney 
says. 
 
Farmers can use post-harvest alfalfa-grass percentages data 
to plan harvesting schedules the following year, assess stand 
quality for impact by pests or disease, and enhance nutrient 
management for optimal fertility, crop production, and 
environmental stewardship. 
 
This research is also of value to beef cattle producers feeding 
high-forage diets. 
 
Cherney is currently completing analysis of forage samples 
from the 2015 growing season. When finalized the pre-
harvest AGES tool will be available on the NNYADP website at 
www.nnyagdev.org. 
 
The research team includes Dr. Elif Karayilanli, a visiting 
academic fellow from Turkey, and Dr. Keenan McRoberts, 
who completed his Ph.D. at Cornell while working on this 
project. 
 
 
 

NNYADP, Cornell pioneering new field assessment tool 
Northern NY. The Northern New York Agricultural 
Development Program and Cornell University are combining 
forage science with visual recognition technology to develop 
a tool to help dairy farmers feed their cattle. 
 
To evaluate the composition of alfalfa-grass crop mixes so 
popular in the Northeast for feeding dairy cows, Cornell 
University Animal Science Associate Professor Debbie J. 
Cherney is pioneering the application of technology similar to 
facial recognition software used by government and law 
enforcement agencies. 
 
The farmer-driven Northern New York Agricultural 
Development Program, a research and technical assistance 
program for Clinton, Essex, Franklin, Jefferson, Lewis and St. 
Lawrence counties, is funding the research and development 
project. 
 
‘Essentially, until now, we have not had a quick or effective 
way to estimate the alfalfa percentage in a mixed stand prior 
to harvest,’ says Cherney. ‘Our goal is to develop a user-
friendly application that accurately assesses digital images, 
taken by camera or smartphone; generates crop percentages; 
and estimates optimal timing for harvesting high quality 
forage.’ 
 
A fall 2014 study by Cornell University indicates that more 
than 85 percent of the alfalfa grown in New York State is 
planted in a mix with perennial grass; 97 percent in the NNY 
region alone. These mixed forage crops can be harvested as 
many as four times in one growing season to build feed 
inventory on dairy farms.  
 
MORE INFORMATION: 
The research team checked the precision of computer-
assisted calculation of pre-harvest alfalfa-grass percentages 
by collecting, hand-separating, and drying field samples of 
the photographed crops to determine actual physical 
percentages. 
 
Photos and forage samples were collected on farms in all six 
Northern New York counties. 
 
Early results in 2014 indicated that the specific grass species 
in the field mix and seasonal conditions impacted the ability 
of the software to accurately estimate percentages. 
 

Can Artificial Intelligence Improve 

Forage Evaluation?  

http://www.nnyagdev.org
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 SIDEBAR 
10 Reasons Why Pre- and  
Post-Harvest Mixed Stand  
Alfalfa-Grass Percentages are 
Important 
 

1. Required information, along with 
alfalfa maximum height, for 
estimating NDF, a measurement 
for feed analysis. 

2. Help identify optimum quality 
harvest date. 

3. Allow ranking of fields for 
harvest, based on alfalfa 
percentage. 

4. Help decide when to start 
treating a field like grass from a 
fertility standpoint. 

5. Information for deciding when to 
rotate a field to a different crop. 

6. Help assess stand deterioration 
due to alfalfa pest or disease 
problems. 

7. Some nutrient recordkeeping 
software requires input of alfalfa 
percentages. 

8. Required information for some 
forage quality software, such as 
the alfalfa-grass version of MILK 
2006, that estimates production 
in pounds per ton and pounds per 
acre. 

9. May help with feed ration 
balancing for optimal milk 
production. 

 
Support quality control as a check on 
how representative forage sampling 
is, e.g., highly variable alfalfa percentages over time indicates 
unrepresentative sampling. 
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20th Annual North Country Crop Congress  

& Agribusiness Trade Show 
 

Wednesday, February 3, 2016 

Ramada Inn, 6300 Arsenal Street, Watertown, NY 13601 
 

Registration begins at 9:15 a.m.  

Presentations will given from 10:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

 
Topics include: 

Field Crop Weed Control Management Strategies 

 Mike Cowbrough, Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs 

Low lignin alfalfa and other alfalfa research updates 

 Jerry Cherney, Cornell University 

Facts and Myths about Genetically Engineered Varieties 

 Margaret Smith, Cornell University 

Crop Insurance Update 

 Peggy Murray, Cornell Cooperative Extension of Lewis and Jefferson 

Counties 

 
Cost is $20 per person if paid in advance or $25 at the door. RSVP by 

January 29 to https://reg.cce.cornell.edu/2016cropcongress_222. 

 

(Registration allows us to communicate any cancellations or changes in arrangements.) 
 

Contact Mike Hunter at 315-788-8450 or meh27@cornell.edu if you have any 

questions. 

 

NYS DEC Pesticide Recertification and Certified Crop Adviser Credits will be offered.  
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 Winter Dairy Management 2016  

Registration 
 

 

Number Attending X $25.00 

Total Enclosed $_________ 
 

People Attending: 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

Address:_________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

Phone:__________________________________________ 

Email:___________________________________________ 
 

 

Please make checks payable to: 
 

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Jefferson County 

203 N. Hamilton Street 

Watertown, NY 13601 
 

To pay with credit card call: 

315-788-8450 

 

Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans,  
and Individuals with Disabilities and provides equal program and employment opportunities. 

Topics: 

 Feeding Strategies for Dry Cows 

         Dr. Tom Overton, Dept. of Animal Science, Cornell University, Ithaca 

 Emerging Concepts in Feeding Fresh Cows 

         Dr. Sabine Mann, College of Veterinary Medicine, Cornell University, Ithaca 

 Environment—What the Cow Needs versus What She Gets 

         Lindsay Collings, Northern New York Regional Dairy Specialist, Cornell Cooperative Extension 

 Cow-side Monitoring and Decision Making 

         Dr. Mark Thomas, Countryside Veterinary Clinic, Lowville 

Cost is $25 per person 
FSA Borrower Credits Available 

Please pre-register by Friday, February 26 at 

Contact: 

Ron Kuck, 788-8450, rak76@cornell.edu 

Lindsay Collings, 376-5270, lc636@cornell.edu 

Mellissa Spence, 376-5270, mms427@cornell.edu 

https://reg.cce.cornell.edu/WDM_222. 

2016 

Winter Dairy Management 

Transition Cow Management  
How to get Fresh Cows off to a Great Start 

Wednesday, March 2, 2016 
Farm Credit East, Burrville 

10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
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"February second, Candlemas day 
Half your wood and half your hay, 

You’ll make it safely through 'til May. 
Half the winter has passed away, 

We’ll eat our supper by the light of day!"  
(Old English saying; author unknown) 

 
e know February 2 as Groundhog Day, which is 
the mid-point between the first day of winter 
and the spring solstice.  2015 was a decent year 

for harvesting and storing high quality forages. This is a 
good time to check how much feed you have until first 
cutting this May. But with low Class III milk prices 
forecasted for the extend future doing inventory is not 
enough. You will need to examine what you think (or 
know) your anticipated yields were when you planted last 
May, what you what you think (or know) you had at 
harvest time, what you now have in storage, and what 
needs to be fed until spring.  
 
In the retail industry losing nearly $160 billion annually—
or 2 percent of the industry’s $8 trillion in total annual 
sales—is a significant problem. The cause? Shrink—the 

amount of a retailer’s net margin eroded by waste, theft, and 
product spoilage and poor inventory control. 
 
In the livestock and especially the dairy industry your net 
margin can also be eroded by waste, theft, spoilage, and poor 
inventory control. Poor storage and feeding management in 
combination with a lack of feeding consistency can create 
forage shrink often well in excess of 20% (Holmes, 2000).  
Loss or theft of ingredients has been reported to range from 
0.5% to 20% (Dutton, 1998; Gaige, 1998). According to Keith 
Bolsen, professor emeritus at Kansas State University, about 
20 percent of the corn silage each year is lost to shrink. This 
loss comes at a cost of more than $1.3 billion to dairy 
producers. 
  
Despite this fact, only a minority of dairies closely track 
feeding, feed inventories, and closely monitor feed shrink. 
Feed is the single largest operating expense on dairy farms 
and is the mainstay behind successful production, animal 
health, and profitability of a dairy.  
 
There are several major “control points” where feed shrink 
occurs. This includes harvesting, storage, handling, mixing, 

W 

 

Monitoring and 
Managing Feeding, 

Inventory and Shrink 

By Ron Kuck Cornell Cooperative Extension of Jefferson County 
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feed delivery, and any discarded feed. Within each of these 
areas there are several factors that can contribute to feed 
shrink, including seepage and silo run off, bunk disappearance 
due to tossing of feed, hot or spoiled feed, moisture loss, 
mixing errors, and scale inaccuracy. A real challenge is the 
fact that much of the feed shrink is almost invisible during 
daily activities (James A Barmore, M.Sc., PAS). 
Don’t overlook the assistance available from nutrition and 
crop professionals and Extension educators who can help you 
identify these issues. After conducting inventory meet with 
your nutritionist and agronomist to decide: 
 
 if you are growing the right forages that are a good fit for 

your soils; 
 if your harvesting equipment can handle the number of 

acres and crops grown; 
 if your storage and feed handling can preserve much of 

what you harvest; and 
 if you can feed accurately with little or no waste. 
 
They can then help you plan to make and preserve more feed, 
allocate acreage, or cull differently for the coming year. 
Worksheets are available for help in doing your inventory and 
its management at your local Extension office or they can be 
downloaded from the Cornell PRO-Dairy website http://
www.ansci.cornell.edu/dm/factsheets.html. 
Take the time on Ground Hog Day to review on your 
operation from last year and start planning for spring. 

NY FarmNet Referral Cards 

Mission: The mission of NY FarmNet is to provide New York 
farm families with free, confidential consulting services to 
develop skills to improve financial and production efficiency, 
and overcome business and family challenges.  
 
Research shows that 60% of people feel better just by 
making a phone call. It is the first step towards taking a 
realistic look at your situation (not fretting or stewing over 
it). 
 
Refer a farmer to NY FarmNet when they: 

  Are struggling to pay bills or be profitable. 

  Are considering reorganizing. 

  Are wanting to enter or exit farming.    

 Need to make a major decision. 

 Are planning for retirement. 

 Have suffered damage from fire or storm. 

 Mention family or marital conflict.  

 Are having problems with non-farm neighbors. 

 Believe improvement is impossible. 

 Have health concerns. 

 Feel the wear and tear of stress. 

 Don’t know where to go for help. 
When you: 

 Notice change in farmer’s appearance or mood. 

 Think outside assistance would be helpful. 

 Don’t know who can help. 

 Feel overwhelmed/helpless with their situation. 
 
How to refer someone to NY FarmNet: If you notice a farmer 
needs help, verbalize it. Listen and acknowledge what the 
farmer is saying. Introduce NY FarmNet as a free and 
confidential source of information, referral, and consulting. 
Leave NY FarmNet information or materials with farmer, and 
encourage farmer to call. Your recommendation means a lot 
to the farmer. 
 
Services Offered: 

 Business Planning - Retirement and Estate Planning 

 Financial Analysis - Stress Management 

 Personal Wellbeing -Farming with the Family 

 Business Transfers - Conflict Management 
 

1-800-547-3276  
www.nyfarmnet.org 

 

 
 

BOB LAISDELL, JR 
Dairy Nutrition Specialist 

315/894-5021 

800/564-5021 

HOME & FAX 315/482-4773 

CELL 315/778/3118 

Email - rlaisdell@gmail.com 
 

MATTHEW A. LAISDELL 

Dairy Nutrition Specialist 

315/894-5021 

800/564-5021 

CELL 315/408-5041 

Email - mlaisdell@yahoo.com 

124 W. Orchard Street  Frankfort, New York 13340 

http://www.ansci.cornell.edu/dm/factsheets.html
http://www.ansci.cornell.edu/dm/factsheets.html
http://www.nyfarmnet.org
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Anika  Zuber 
Growing up on a dairy farm, I 
have always intended on pursuing 
a career in the dairy industry. 
Throughout my education, I 
focused my internship 
opportunities on dairy value 
addition from small to large scale 
manufacturing. After graduating 

from Cornell with a Food Science Degree, I became an 
Assistant Store Manager for Hannaford Supermarkets where I 
was able to gain communication and management skills. Now, 
as a recent addition to Cornell’s Harvest New York Team as a 
Dairy Processing Specialist, I have the privilege of working 
with a very high potential value addition region. 
 

Roughly half of the New York State agricultural receipts come 
from dairy production, and about $15 billion is generated 
from dairy production and manufacturing. For each extra 
$1.00 in dairy industry output, $0.42 is created in economic 
activity. New York leads the nation in production of yogurt, 
cottage cheese and sour cream, and takes 4th place in cheese 
production. Even still, over 63 new value-added dairy 
processing facilities opened in the last 2 years state wide. 
 

My role as a part of the Cornell Extension Team is to assist in 
bringing the knowledge of regulatory agencies, suppliers, 
workforce development agencies and the Food Science Team 
at Cornell to manufacturers in Northern New York. The North 
Country is a high potential area for future growth and market 
development. My role will be dedicated to economically 
developing the North Country through dairy manufacturing 
operations. 
 

For more information on our Dairy Foods Extension Program, 
contact me at adz8@cornell.edu or visit http://
dairyextension.foodscience.cornell.edu/ 

Lindsay Collings 
Lindsay was born and raised in 
Vancouver, British Columbia, 
Canada, and received her BS in 
Animal Biology at the University 
of British Columbia (UBC). After 
graduation she worked as an 
intern at Agriculture and Agri-
Food Canada and then as a 

research assistant at the UBC Dairy Education and Research 
Centre in Agassiz, BC. Her main roles were to assist with 
research on dairy cows and calves and help manage visiting 
students. In 2011, Lindsay completed her MS in Animal 
Science from the University of British Columbia Animal 
Welfare Program. Her thesis focused on dairy cattle welfare 
and feeding behavior.  
 
While completing her MS, she continued to gain experience 
working on-farm as well as conducting her own research. For 
the last 4.5 years she has worked for the Novus C.O.W.S.® 
Program conducting on-farm cow comfort assessments, 
seminars on cow comfort, and providing producers with herd 
specific feedback relative to regional benchmarks.  
 
By visiting hundreds of dairies across the country, she gained 
a unique perspective and understanding of cow comfort and 
the dairy industry both in New York and across the United 
States. Lindsay has a passion for cow comfort and the dairy 
industry at a local and international level, and she is excited 
to work more closely with producers in Northern NY as a 
Regional Dairy Specialist.  

Welcome our Regional Dairy Specialists to Our Team 

mailto:adz8@cornell.edu
http://dairyextension.foodscience.cornell.edu/
http://dairyextension.foodscience.cornell.edu/
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The 2016 NY FarmNet Transfer 

Conference 

This year’s Farm Transfer Conference, presented by NY  
FarmNet, will focus on providing farm families with the tools 
necessary to begin developing a farm business succession 
plan with their advisors. The conference will be held on 
February 2-3 at the DoubleTree Hotel in East Syracuse. This 
conference provides farm families and their advisors critical 
information on the farm transfer process and identifies 
effective legal and financial strategies that will make a 
transfer more successful. 
 

John Baker, Esq. is the conference keynote speaker. Baker is 
Attorney-at-Law and Administrator at the Beginning Farmer 
Center, Iowa State University Extension and Outreach. Mr. 
Baker has worked with farm families across Iowa on a variety 
of legal, family, and farm transfer issues for three decades. He 
is a frequent speaker at national meetings on farm succession 
planning. He holds a Master of Business Administration and a 
Juris Doctorate Degree from Drake University. In addition, 
Baker is founder and chair of the International Farm 
Transition Network, an organization that supports programs 
that foster the next generation of farmers and ranchers.  
“Farmers need to develop a vision, communicate that vision 

to family and key employees, and have an understanding of 
available legal and financial strategies to successfully transfer 
the farm to the next generation,” said Ed Staehr, executive 
director of NY FarmNet and a Senior Extension Associate with 
the Dyson School at Cornell University. 
 
NY FarmNet provides free and confidential consulting to 
develop skills to improve financial and production efficiency, 
and overcome business and family challenges. The program 
maintains a 24/7 hotline at 1-800-547-3276 for any farmer in 
New York State to access consulting and referral services. NY 
FarmNet is an extension and outreach program of the Charles 
H. Dyson School of Applied Economics and Management at 
Cornell University. 
 
The New York State Department of Agriculture and Markets, 
Crop Insurance and Risk Management Program; and Farm 
Credit East are platinum-level sponsors of this meeting. The 
Stanley Warren Teaching Endowment provides additional 
support for this conference. Program sponsorships are still 
available. 
 
For a conference agenda, go to http://www.nyfarmnet.org/. 
Registration is FREE. To register, call 1-800-547-3276. 
For more information, contact 1-800-547-3276 or email  
dlw56@cornell.edu.  

http://www.nyfarmnet.org/
mailto:dlw56@cornell.edu
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ave you ever heard the tale of Paul Bunyan? He was 
best known for being a very strong, burly, masculine 
lumberjack who wore a woolen plaid shirt with 

suspenders. I will tell you about a Lumberjack family very well 
known in this area as Lyndaker Timber Harvesting, LLC. in 
Castorland, New York. As it was known years ago, 
Lumberjacks are now described as “Loggers” in the logging 
industry. Dave and Anita Lyndaker and their sons; Matt, 
Wade, Travis, and Cody are all in the family business.  
 
With bountiful woodlands in the Adirondack Park, the 1880’s 
lumber production was the major industry in Northern New 
York. The U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics show data of 
Lumberjacks running the greatest risk at work but with the 
advanced commercial equipment today, it would seem to 
reduce safety issues. 
 
Dave grew up on a dairy farm and the family would spend 
their time in the woods logging during the winter. Back in the 
day, Dave recalls using chainsaws to harvest trees and peeling 
back the bark of the log by hand with a “spud” tool. This tool 
had a two foot handle with an iron end to wedge the bark off. 
Things have changed since then.  
 
Amos Lyndaker, Dave’s father and brothers formed a 
partnership in the late 1960’s. In the mid 1970’s when Dave 
turned 21 years old, he took over his dad’s part of the 
partnership and the brothers worked together until 1998 
when they split the partnership and formed their own 

H 
businesses; Lyndaker Timber Harvesting, LLC. was established. 
I spent the morning with Dave and his crew in the Adirondack 
Park near DeGrasse, New York. Have you heard of it? I 
traveled about five miles on a logging trail with lots of ruts 
trying to miss all the mud puddles. I entered an area with no 
cell phone reception. Needless to say, Dave uses two cell 
phones from different companies just in case one does not 
have reception.  He communicates by CB radio if all else fails. 
So, as I passed a hunting camp I stopped because I was not 
going to make it any farther. Wondering how I was going to 
get a hold of Dave to tell him I was here wasn’t something I 
intended. I waited in my car until a tractor trailer and a 
tandem truck approached me as I waved them down to get 
their attention. By luck, word got to Dave and he came with 
his truck to pick me up and start the day. My first impression 
was a man who was proud of his business and his sons who 
have the same passion as he does. He is very humbled and 
thankful for all he has and gives a great deal of credit for his 
success to God.  
 
On this dreary, wet day Dave was logging a 200-acre area for 
chips. Chips are used to make paper products and for heating.  
He receives yearly contracts from large companies that hire 
foresters to mark and label the surrounding area intended to 
harvest.  Dave is responsible for building the road, harvesting 
the timber and making sure the end products are delivered 
on time, as well as cleaning up the area. He harvests mostly 
hard woods and prefers to stay within the boundaries of the 
blue line of the Adirondack Park. The time spent traveling, 

Meet The Farmer: 
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fuel consumption, weather, sound equipment, and labor play 
a big part in making this business profitable. The forest 
management that Dave will perform is called “seed tree 
harvest,” which is the harvest of all commercial trees in an 
area except a few desirable mature trees that will be left to 
provide seed for the establishment of a new forest. This is 
part of some of the best management practices to protect our 
natural resources and environment. Renewable energy is 
important. There is no cost to renew the forest, it reseeds 
itself. 
 

Like farming, there are many safety regulations to adhere to 
and water quality issues to abide by to protect streams and 
the environment. For instance, when harvesting the trees, the 
equipment is required to be 100 feet from a water stream. To 
be a licensed, certified logger, safety courses are required 
yearly to keep up on new standards. First aid and CPR courses 
are renewed every two years.  Dave said, “Logging is all 
mechanical these days. It’s not as dangerous as years ago.” 
On a larger scale, chainsaws are not used but large machinery 
operated by loggers are more predominant and safer. The 
New York State Forestry BMP Field Guide on Best 
Management Practices for Water Quality is a resource for all 
loggers to become familiar with.   
 

There are several steps in timber harvesting. The faller 
operator uses a machine that holds the tree in place, saws 
from the base of the log with a 360 degree grapple head and 
lays it on its side in a pile. Next, a skidder picks up the pile of 
logs to the loader that is on the landing. The landing is large 
enough to accommodate all the heavy equipment on level 
ground where the timber is processed and loaded onto trucks 
to be hauled to a mill. Next, the loader cuts the logs to a 
specific length and the tops of the tree are separated on 
another pile. Meanwhile, the logs are put into a clean chipper 
that debarks the log by metal chains that continuously beat 
the outside bark and chips the log to be used for chips.  The 
clean chips are blown into a tractor trailer bed waiting to be 
filled and the bark is used to make trails for the skidder to 
alleviate compaction and protect the organic matter 
underneath. No part of the tree goes to waste during this 
process.  
 

Amazingly enough, it only takes 30 minutes for a load of chips 
to be blown in the tractor trailer bed and it weighs a 
whopping 40 tons. In a good week for production, Lyndaker’s 
will haul 140 tractor trailer loads of chips. Fuel consumption 
runs about 2,000 gallons a day to run the equipment. 
Contracts are yearly and the business is paid by tonnage. 
Harvesting timber is not just about cutting down trees. A 
logger must identify tree species, and be knowledgeable 
about the required regulations and environmental practice 
standards. There are two mechanics on the crew to do regular 
maintenance and equipment is updated as needed. Dry, cold 
weather in the fall and winter are crucial to meet demands on  

timber harvesting. At the end of March or beginning of April, 
Dave and his crew are down 4-5 weeks because of the wet, 
inclement weather. The crew works 60 hours a week starting 
at 4:30 a.m. and ending at 5:00 p.m. Dave works when the 
weather permits and enjoys the outdoors. Sounds like 
farming!  
 
Dave is a member of the Timber Producers Association and 
the American Loggers Association. Dave enjoys spending 
time with his family at the camp on Bull Head Pond. Join me 
by acknowledging the committed hard work and dedication 
that Dave, Anita, and their sons have accomplished with 
their business giving much credit to their faith in God and 
family for their success.  

NORTHERN NEW YORK 

FARMER’S MARKETING CO-OP   
RT. 26, LOWVILLE, NY                                                         

 

NNY IS THE ONLY NEW YORK STATE               

LIVESTOCK MARKET OWNED AND OPERATED 

BY LOCAL FARMERS. 
 

AUCTION EVERY MONDAY AND THURSDAY AT 

2:00 P.M. CALVES FOLLOWED BY DAIRY, MISC. 

THEN BEEF. DAIRY CONSIGNMENT AUCTION 

SECOND WEDNESDAY OF EACH MONTH. 

COMPLETE FARM DISPERSAL SERVICE 

AVAILABLE ON YOUR FARM OR AT OUR 

AUCTION FACILITY. 
 

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS OR NEED TO     

ARRANGE TRUCKING TO NNY, THEN CONTACT 

THE MARKET. 

PRESIDENT: DARRYL ROGGIE                                                 

VICE  

PRESIDENT: DAN O’BRIEN              

TREASURER: PAUL WAITE              

SECRETARY: MIKE SULLIVAN  

MARKET                  

MANAGER                    

& AUCTIONEER         

TED SIMMONS     

376-7441 
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Contact Cornell Cooperative Extension if in need of further assistance with payment. 
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Beef Week 
“Beef Farm Business Summary” 

 

March 1 , 2016 
6:30 PM - 9:00 PM 

Cornell Cooperative Extension of  

Jefferson County 
Contact: Ron Kuck at 315-788-8450 or 

rak76@cornell.edu 

Mellissa Spence at 315-376-5270 or 

mms427@cornell.edu 

March 2, 2016 
6:30 PM - 9:00 PM 

Cornell Cooperative Extension of   

St. Lawrence County 
Contact: Betsy Hodge at 315-379-9192 or 

bmf9@cornell.edu 

Cost: $5 per farm 

Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, 
Protected Veterans, and Individuals with Disabilities and provides equal program and employment 

opportunities. 

 

February 5, 2016 
12:00 PM 

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Jefferson County will host an online training from the NYS Department of 
Agriculture and Markets for the Women Infants and Children (WIC) Vegetables and Fruits Check Program (WIC VF) 
and the Farmers’ Market Nutrition Program (FMNP).  Farmers that complete a training session will: (1) satisfy the 
annual training requirement for the WIC VF program and (2) satisfy the training requirement for new farmers in 
the FMNP.  

Please contact April Neujean                       
at aln48@cornell.edu   

or (315)788-8450  
to register. 
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TractorPal 

Cost: FREE 
 

Inventory record keeper for all your  

vehicles including Tractors 
 

*Serial Number 

*Last Service 

*Purchase Date 

*Model Year 

HAY – STRAW  
DRY COW HAY & CLEAN CUT STRAW  

 

GLEN ISLE FARMS LTD. 

J. GLENN & SONS 
SERVING FARMERS SINCE 1955 

 

1 (705) 295-4487 or glenisle@nexicom.net 
 

  VISIT WWW.GLENISLEFARMS.COM 
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For Farmers only: To place a free classified advertisement in CCE’s Ag Classifieds, please fill out this form and mail to: Tatum Langworthy at 

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Jefferson County, 203 North Hamilton Street, Watertown, NY, 13601. Or , you may email your  ad to 

Tatum Langworthy at tlm92@cornell.edu.   Please provide all infor mation r equested below. Unless specified, your  ad will run one time only, 

in the next monthly publication. Additional ads may be written on another sheet of paper. Please limit each ad to 25 words or less and include your 

contact info. Deadline for submitting ad(s) is the second Monday of the month for the following month’s publication.  
 

NAME:__________________________________________________         FARM NAME:  _______________________________________ 
 

ADDRESS: _____________________________________________            CITY: ____________________________           ZIP:  _____________ 
 

PHONE:  ____________________________              AD SECTION:_________________                  MONTH(S) TO RUN AD:  _____________ 
 

AD:  _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

AD:  _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Cornell Cooperative Extension Associations of Jefferson and Lewis Counties reserve the right to reject any advertisement deemed unsuitable for our publication. 

Cornell Cooperative Extension Associations of Jefferson and Lewis Counties do not endorse any advertised product or business. We are providing an informational service only. 

Farm Machinery,  
Equipment, and Supplies 

FOR SALE: Complete Span Building 

45x120, 6ft. roll. Upsides 2-14x14 roll 

up doors never assembled. 35K or 

best offer, make overs must sell. Call 

315-777-3527.  

FOR SALE: IH1486 New Tires, 

JD955 mower impellor, Kennan 

FP140 mixer NHLS170 skid steer 

solid tires new bucket. 10K each or 

best offer NH256 $2500.  Call 315-

777-3527.  

FOR SALE: JD4850 4x4 Fresh 

Engine New front tires 35K or best 

offer. Double Six Delaval Parlor and 

2000 Gal. Mueller Bulk Tank 35K or 

best offer . Call 315-777-3527.  

 

How to Advertise in CCE’s Ag 
Classifieds 

Farmers: Advertising in CCE’s Ag 

Classifieds is FREE for farmers. To place an 

advertisement,  fill out the “For Farmers only” 

form in this publication or email to Tatum 

Langworthy at tlm92@cornell.edu by the 

second Monday of the month before you 

want your ad to appear. Publication is the 

first week of every month. 
 

Fine Print: To qualify for free advertising, 

you must meet all of the following criteria: 

 You must own, rent, or be employed on a 

farm. 

 Your farm must be actively engaged in the 

production of agricultural commodities, 

such as milk, meat, eggs, produce, animal 

by-products, or feed, etc. 

 Your goods must relate to farming. 
 

Anyone wishing to purchase a larger display 

ad in the newsletter, should call Peggy 

Murray at (315) 376-5270 for more 

information. (All income generated from the 

sale of ads goes to publication and mailing 

costs) 

Livestock 

FOR SALE:  2 Registered Black 

Angus Bulls for sale. Both sired by 

Select Sires Ingenuity. Registration 

Number 18231028 VTR Java Jo 131 

is 16 months old and Registration 

number 18231029 VTR Black Hawk 

135 is 13 months old. Both are ready 

for work, and have gene seek epd’s. 

The herd is tested Johnes and BVD 

Free. Contact Larry M. Laribee at 315

-688-9195 or LLaribee@hotmail.com. 

CCE of Jefferson and Lewis Counties 
reserve the right to reject any 
advertisement deemed unsuitable for 
our publication. 
 
CCE of Jefferson and Lewis Counties 
do not endorse any advertised 
product or business—we are 
providing an informational service 
only. 

FOR SALE: Good clean straw for  

sale; no weeds. 35-40 lbs. bales. Call 

315-523-1216.  

Crops 

FOR SALE: Horse oats - recleaned 

aged whole white oats. 40 lb. bag, 

$6.00. Call 315-654-2405. 

FOR SALE:  Forage oats - spring 

white, recleaned. 95% germination. 

38 lb. test wt., &7.50/bu. Call 315-

654-2405. 
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DATE PROGRAM CONTACT 

February 2-3, 2016 FarmNet Transfer Conference 
See page 13 for more information. 

FarmNet 
1-800-547-3276 
dlwe@cornell.edu 

February 3, 2016 
9:15 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

20th Annual North Country Crop Congress and 
Agribusiness Trade Show 
See page 8 for more information.  

Mike Hunter 315-788-8459 
meh27@cornell.edu  

February 6, 2016 
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 pm 
1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

Fabulous Flavor with Local Vegetables and Fruits 
See page 17 for more information.  

Mellissa Spence mms427@cornell.edu  
Kelly Kunz klk92@cornell.edu 
315-376-5270 

February 16-17, 2016 
10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.  
(each day) 

Reducing the Risk of Antibiotic Residues on Your Dairy 
Operation 
See page 20 for more information. 

Mellissa Spence 315-376-5270 
mms427@cornell.edu 
Ron Kuck 315-788-8450 
rak76@cornell.edu 

March 1-2, 2016 
6:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 

Beef Week “Beef Farm Business Summary” 
See page 21 for more information. 

Ron Kuck 315-788-8450 
Mellissa Spence 315-376-5270 
Betsy Hodge 315-379-9192 

March 2, 2016 
10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

Transition Cow Management 
2016 Winter Dairy Management 
See page 9 for more information. 

Ron Kuck 315-788-8450 
Lindsay Collings 315-376-5270 
Mellissa Spence 315-376-5270 

Calendar of Upcoming Events 


