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FARM & GARDEN  
 

NEWS AND NOTES FOR FARMERS & GARDENERS IN CHEMUNG AND TIOGA COUNTIES 

Build your own Grow-light Frame 

Designed by:  Thea and Bob Fry  Katonah, NY  
 

Before you start: Before making any connection, make sure that the pipe and fitting are cor rectly positioned. (See dia-

grams.) Insert the pipe into the fitting as far as you can by hand. The fitting has an internal ridge. The end of the pipe should 

touch this ridge. Hit the fitting with a block of wood until the pipe is snug against the ridge. Several blows with some force 

will probably be necessary.  

 

Cut the pipe: Most types of saws will make the cuts. A miter  box is helpful to make straight cuts. 

1. From one 10' pipe length saw two 49" pieces and two 8" pieces. 

2. From a second 10' pipe length saw three 36" pieces. 

3. From the third 10' pipe length saw one 36" piece, two 8" pieces and eight short pieces. To determine the length of the short 

pieces: Measure the depth a pipe will enter an elbow from the edge of the elbow to its internal ridge. (This depth varies de-

pending on the manufacturer of the fitting.) Measure the similar internal depth in a Tee. Add the two depths together and sub-

tract 1/8". This will be the length of the eight short pieces to be cut.  

From the fourth 10' pipe length two other pieces will be cut after their lengths are determined. 

 
Assemble the base: 
Connect one 90º elbow to a 49" pipe. Connect another elbow to other end of the pipe in the same direction as the first elbow. 

Connect elbows to other 49" pipe in the same manner.        
 

Position a Tee in the proper direction. Insert a short piece of pipe between them and force the fittings together. Connect three 

other Tees in the appropriate directions.            (Continued on page 6) 
 

2016 dawns with several new and exciting announcements--the 

awarding of the REDC funds to the Southern Tier as well as the 

$25 million dollar grants program for Southern Tier farmers.  It is 

our hope at Cornell Cooperative Extension that our staff will be 

able to help farmers capitalize on these infusions of much-needed funds for 

agriculture in our region.   CCE Chemung is planning to fund an agriculture 

specialist for their county, and CCE Tioga has been contracted to provide 

agriculture development services for Tioga County.  A half time community 

horticulturist will also be joining the CCE Chemung staff.  Together, the staff 

of Tioga and Chemung counties plan on ramping up the services we provide 

for farmers and gardeners throughout our counties.   

So stay tuned, you will see some new faces in our offices in a few months! 

mailto:thea@bestweb.net
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Workshops and Events Offered by CCE of Tioga County 

 

Homesteading Series Begins at CCE Tioga 

Have you been thinking about raising more of your own meat?  Enjoying farm-fresh eggs from your own hens?  Explore   

raising goats for milk or meat?  Then watch this space over the next few months to find out about workshops that will 

help you decide what critters you might want to have come the spring.  Each workshop will feature the benefits and 

costs (time/money/infrastructure) you will need for the animal, basic animal care, avoiding health issues, and more.  

Each workshop will be held at CCE Tioga and will be $5 per workshop. Call 687-4020 to register or email Barb 

Neal at ban1@cornell.edu. 

January 13, 6 - 7:30 pm, CCE Tioga--Raising Layer Hens.  If you have ever  had a farm-fresh egg you know that 

the color and taste of home grown eggs cannot be beat.  Learn how to have a small flock of laying hens--either buying 

day old chicks or purchasing pullets--that will give you plenty of eggs for much of the year.   

January 27, 6 - 7:30 pm, CCE Tioga--Raising Meat Chickens and Turkeys.  Learn how to raise chickens and tur -

keys for your table.  From ordering day old chicks to putting them in the freezer, this class will be a great introduction to 

meat birds. 

Save the Dates:   

 Raising Sheep, D'Amone Popp--February 11 

 Meat Rabbits, D'Amone Popp--March 3 

 Raising beef cattle,  Er in Hull, CCE Onondaga Livestock Educator --March 30  Erin is a fabulous lecturer  and 

extremely knowledgeable--you will not want to miss this one!  If you have been thinking about raising a beefer or two 

for your freezer, this presentation will be for you! 

 How to Market and Sell your Livestock, Matt LeRoux, Regional Meat Specialist--March 8th 

     Buying Local Meat--What you need to know, Matt LeRoux, Regional Meat Specialist--April 5 

Beekeeping for Beginners 

Wednesday, January 20, 2016, 6:00 

PM - 8:00 PM. CCE Schuyler-- 

Montour Falls, Interested in raising 

bees and producing honey? Come 

learn about essential equipment, 

terminology and where to source bees 

and supplies.  Current owner and 

operator of Leo's Honey House, 

Cathy Halm is a retired veterinary technician and has more than 16 years of beekeeping experience. She manages 40 

colonies in Campbell, NY. Discover what your first year will entail. Find sources for continuing education. Fee is $20 

and if you take Beekeeping for Beginners and Advanced Beekeeping on Feb 17 2016, pay only $35 for both! Please 

call 535-7161 or email Roger at rlo28@cornell.edu. Register here: https://reg.cce.cornell.edu/

CCESCBeginnerBeekeeping2015_244#sthash.0IpAM1UL.dpuf  Find the event on Facebook:  https://

www.facebook.com/events/928682330532940/ 

 

Advanced Beekeeping 

Wednesday, February 17, 2016, 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM. CCE Schuyler-- Montour Falls  Have you been tending 

honeybees for a while? Are you interested in learning even more? Join us of discussions of common honeybee 

diseases, management pitfalls to avoid, how to make splits or add new queens, how to overwinter you hive and how to 

handle dead-outs. Current owner and operator of Leo's Honey House, Cathy Halm is a retired veterinary technician 

and has more than 16 years of beekeeping experience. She manages 40 colonies in Campbell, NY. Please Register: 

https://reg.cce.cornell.edu/CCESCAdvancedBeekeeping2015_244 Fee is $20 and if you take Beekeeping for  

Beginners and Advanced Beekeeping on Feb 17 2016, pay only $35 for both! Please call 535-7161 or email Roger at 

rlo28@cornell.edu Keep posted on the Facebook event page- https://www.facebook.com/events/1697306380546893/ 

 

mailto:ban1@cornell.edu?subject=register%20for%20homesteading%20class
mailto:rlo28@cornell.edu
https://reg.cce.cornell.edu/CCESCBeginnerBeekeeping2015_244#sthash.0IpAM1UL.dpuf
https://reg.cce.cornell.edu/CCESCBeginnerBeekeeping2015_244#sthash.0IpAM1UL.dpuf
https://www.facebook.com/events/928682330532940/
https://www.facebook.com/events/928682330532940/
https://reg.cce.cornell.edu/CCESCAdvancedBeekeeping2015_244
mailto:rlo28@cornell.edu
https://www.facebook.com/events/1697306380546893/
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Bees Use Drugs?  Evidence of 
Self-Medication 
 
Reprinted with permission by Becca Rodomsky -

Bish, Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology --Yard Map 

Project  

 

Since the 1970s, scientists have documented 

animals engaging in self-medication, or the 

consumption of plants and other natural re-

sources in their native environments to combat para-

sitic infections. Many animals, from neurologically 

complex mammals, like the Ethiopian Baboon, to less 

neurologically complex insects, like the Fruit Fly 

(Drosophila melanogaster), engage in self-

medication, so it is not surprising that growing evi-

dence points to bees’ participation in this practice as 

well. In fact, previous research documented honey 

bees increase their foraging of antibiotic plant resins 

when under stress from fungal pathogens. Could more 

access to certain plants provide some solutions for 

decreasing bee populations?  

 

Recent research by scholars at Dartmouth, University 

of Colorado at Boulder, and North Carolina State Uni-

versity investigated the use of secondary metabo-

lites called iridoid glycosides–specifically, aucubin 

and catalpol–use by the native eastern bumble 

bee, Bombus impatiens, infected with Crithidia bombi, 
an intestinal parasite. These parasites shorten the 

bee’s lifespan and limit the productivity of the 

queens, both of which negatively impact bee popula-

tions. 

 

Secondary metabolite compounds serve important 

ecological functions. Plants contain secondary metab-

olites, like iridoid glycosides, in the leaves and flow-

ers. Because they are toxic to some herbivores (while 

some animals just find them distasteful), plants that 

have these compounds often receive some protection 

from animals that would normally eat them. At the 

same time, the pollinators who feed on the nectar of 

these plants seem to receive some relief from parasitic 

infections. Researchers found that the bees that had 

parasitic infections of Crithidia bombi spent up to 

three times longer foraging on plants with beneficial 

secondary metabolites than uninfected bees. Moreo-

ver, laboratory experiments documented that the para-

site load was reduced by 61-81% in individuals when 

infected bees were fed some secondary compounds.  

 

It is possible that one environmental pressure current-

ly responsible for declining bee populations is parasit-
ic infection. The researchers go so far as to suggest 

that understanding the chemistry of bee diets could, at 

least, provide missing information in the mystery of 

pollinator declines and suggest ways that people can 

support bees’ “self-medication” efforts through tar-

geted plantings. 

 

While there are many species of plants that contain 

iridoid glycoside in their leaves (see the box at the 

end of the article for examples), there are very few 

plants that have been found to contain iridoid glyco-

side in their flowers and nectar. This particular study 

of eastern bumble bees focused on the White Turtle-

head (Chelone glabra), a plant native to North Ameri-

ca, and one of the only known to date to contain this 

secondary metabolite in flower nectar.  

 

Though more research needs to be conducted, it has 

been suggested that one of the pressures negatively 

affecting pollinators is the loss of native habitat. It 

may be that this native habitat not only provided opti-

mal forage for pollinators, but also provided all the 

necessary “medicinals” bees are adapted to use in the 

fight against parasites. Removing habitat would make 

it more difficult to find both food and the secondary 

metabolites traditionally used to fight potentially dev-

astating parasitic infections.  

(Continued on next page) 

Bee pollinating a blueberry flower.  Photo from Michigan State 
University Extension,  Jason Gibbs, photographer 

https://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=CHGL2
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Bees Take Drugs?  Continued 
 

Consider adding some of these to your gardens.  

 

Contains iridoid glycosides in the nectar of flowers, 

not just the leaves. 

 

White Turtlehead (Chelone glabra) 

 

Plants whose flowers contain other beneficial sec-

ondary metabolites. 

 

Basswood Trees (Tilia) 

Mint Family (Lamiaceae or  Labiatae) 

 

3. Plants containing secondary metabolites in 

their leaves, whether their flowers and nectar 

contain iridoid glycosides is not yet known.   

 

Apocynaceae    Hippuridaceae 

Asteraceae     Lentibulariaceae 

Bignoniaceae    Loganiaceae 

Buddleiaceae    Orobanchaceae 

Callitrichacea   Plantaginaceae 

Cornaceae      Scrophulariaceae 

Verbenaceae 

 

 

 

 

 

White Turtlehead, (Chelone glabra) 
flower, photo from National Park 
Service 

Best Management Practices in High 

Tunnel Production 

Prepared by: Elizabeth Buck, Cornell Vegetable Program May 2014  

You’ve decided to add a high tunnel to your farm. Decid-

ing where to put the structure comes next, and it is a step 

that requires careful consideration. After all, behind the 

type of structure you choose, location is the hardest thing 

to change about your high tunnel production system. A 

good site will set you up for success by avoiding potential 

problems. A poor site may work for a season or two, but 

inconvenient access, excessive water, poor soil, high 

winds, or low light levels will eventually decrease profita-

bility or lead to property loss.  

Convenience 

 High tunnels can be an asset, but only if they are well 

managed. Good management requires frequent monitoring, 

particularly during the colder months. It is most beneficial 

to choose a site that provides the following conveniences: 

 ·Proximity to a farm house or main building 

 ·Year round access to entire structure 

 ·Good water and electricity nearby 

 ·Close to cooling/packing facilities  

Remember--out of sight is too often out of mind. 

Topography and Surface Water  

Infiltrating water may begin as a nuisance in a high tunnel, 

but easily becomes a yield limitation. Water flowing over 

land or pooling from tunnel run-off can cause muddy con-

ditions, favor disease, drown plants, and cause erosion. It 

also leads to uneven soil moisture, which frustrates irriga-

tion efforts and can cause fruit to crack. To avoid satura-

tion problems, look for a level site on high ground. A very 

slight pitch down the length of the tunnel is desirable. The 

soil level in the tunnel should be slightly higher than the 

surrounding field. If such a site is not available, keep the 

tunnel out of the path of surface water flow by: 

· Intercepting and diverting water away from tun-

nel with shallow ditches or furrows along the out-

side perimeter  

· Improving drainage in surrounding areas with  

   tile drainage where feasible 

· Ensuring adequate water removal or percolation 

   along the inside sidewalls  

 

https://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=CHGL2
https://www.wildflower.org/plants/search.php?search_field=Basswood&newsearch=true&family=Acanthaceae
https://www.wildflower.org/plants/search.php?search_field=scientific+or+common+names&newsearch=true&family=Lamiaceae
https://www.wildflower.org/plants/search.php?search_field=scientific+or+common+names&newsearch=true&family=Apocynaceae
https://www.wildflower.org/plants/search.php?search_field=scientific+or+common+names&newsearch=true&family=Hippuridaceae
https://www.wildflower.org/plants/search.php?search_field=scientific+or+common+names&newsearch=true&family=Asteraceae
https://www.wildflower.org/plants/search.php?search_field=scientific+or+common+names&newsearch=true&family=Lentibulariaceae
https://www.wildflower.org/plants/search.php?search_field=scientific+or+common+names&newsearch=true&family=Bignoniaceae
https://www.wildflower.org/plants/search.php?search_field=scientific+or+common+names&newsearch=true&family=Loganiaceae
https://www.wildflower.org/plants/search.php?search_field=scientific+or+common+names&newsearch=true&family=Buddlejaceae
https://www.wildflower.org/plants/search.php?search_field=scientific+or+common+names&newsearch=true&family=Orobanchaceae
https://www.wildflower.org/plants/search.php?search_field=scientific+or+common+names&newsearch=true&family=Callitrichaceae
https://www.wildflower.org/plants/search.php?search_field=scientific+or+common+names&newsearch=true&family=Plantaginaceae
https://www.wildflower.org/plants/search.php?search_field=scientific+or+common+names&newsearch=true&family=Cornaceae
https://www.wildflower.org/plants/search.php?search_field=scientific+or+common+names&newsearch=true&family=Scrophulariaceae
https://www.wildflower.org/plants/search.php?search_field=scientific+or+common+names&newsearch=true&family=Verbenaceae
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Soils  

High tunnel production is intensive and demanding of soils. 

Tunnel soil does not benefit from leaching like a field, may 

become compacted, and is at higher risk for loss of both struc-

ture and organic matter. A good high tunnel soil:  

· Has good physical structure, drainage, pH, and or 

   organic matter  

· Is not compacted 

· Is free of soil-borne diseases  

Maintaining soil health requires adding organic matter, avoid-

ing over-fertilization and rotating crops.  

Light, Wind, and Orientation 

Choose a site that receives full sun and is free from shadows 

for the entire length of your projected growing season. Grow-

ers anticipating winter production should orient the tunnel east 

to west to maximize light capture and distribution throughout 

the low sun-angle months. Summer row crops may benefit 

from a north to south orientation, although orientation in this 

time of year is not as critical as winter. The site should be pro-

tected from strong winds while allowing sufficient airflow 

through the house during the growing season. A sheltered site, 

combined with structural design and management will prevent 

the house from taking flight during windstorms. If possible, 

orient tunnels perpendicular to the prevalent wind direction to 

protect the weak end wall from exposure.  

· Study wind patterns at potential sites. Consider di -

 rection and strength in severe weather for all sea-

 sons, with particular attention to April-October  

· Do not site the tunnel in a wind tunnel!  

· Make use of natural windbreaks, while avoiding  

   their shadows  

· Orient the tunnel to accommodate both wind direc- 

   tion and light needs 

If you’re in a windy location use lots of ground anchors and 

diagonal bracing, and fortify your end walls.  

Tax, Building code, and Zoning Considerations  

Growers are encouraged to contact local code or zoning en-

forcement officers to discuss local ordinances. In New York, 

high tunnels are generally considered agricultural equipment 

and not real property, thus they are exempted from property 

tax and New York State building codes. Growers may apply 

for a permanent real property tax exemption provided no 
washing, packaging, or other post-harvest processing of pro-

duce occurs within the tunnel. The one-time application form, 

NY State tax form RP-483c, is available online at http:// 

www.tax.ny.gov/pubs_and_bulls/orpts/farmbld.htm  

Although building permits are not required, growers may have 

to obtain a zoning permit. Other important legal documents 

concerning high tunnels can be found here: 

· http://www.agriculture.ny.gov/AP/agservices/ 

GD_FP%20and%20Ag%20Districts_% 20FI-

NALJPC.pdf  

· http://www.dos.ny.gov/DCEA/pdf/ TBtempgreen-

house07.pdf  

Finally, note that regulations and local interpretation of en-

forcement change over time and geography. 

Websites:  

Cornell High Tunnels: http://www.hort.cornell.edu/hightunnel  

Team High Tunnel Website: http://cvp.cce.cornell.edu/

greenhouse_tunnels.php 

Thinking of Adding a High Tunnel to 

your farm? 

There may be grants available through NRCS with their 

Environmental Quality Incentives Program.  Contact 

your local NCRS office for more information. 

WAVERLY SERVICE CENTER  

109A CHEMUNG ST  

WAVERLY, NY 14892-1306  

(607) 565-2106  

CORTLAND SERVICE CENTER  

1 NORTH MAIN ST  

CORTLAND, NY 13045-1397  
 

(607) 753-0851 ext. 2  

http://www.agriculture.ny.gov/AP/agservices/%20GD_FP%20and%20Ag%20Districts_%25%2020FINALJPC.pdf
http://www.agriculture.ny.gov/AP/agservices/%20GD_FP%20and%20Ag%20Districts_%25%2020FINALJPC.pdf
http://www.agriculture.ny.gov/AP/agservices/%20GD_FP%20and%20Ag%20Districts_%25%2020FINALJPC.pdf
http://www.dos.ny.gov/DCEA/pdf/%20TBtempgreenhouse07.pdf
http://www.dos.ny.gov/DCEA/pdf/%20TBtempgreenhouse07.pdf
:%20http:/www.hort.cornell.edu/hightunnel
http://cvp.cce.cornell.edu/greenhouse_tunnels.php
http://cvp.cce.cornell.edu/greenhouse_tunnels.php
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Connect two 8" pipes (one fitting at a time) between the Tees on each side of the base.

 

Assemble the top: 
 

The front assembly of the top should have the same width as the front assembly of the base. 

1. Place an elbow and a Tee touching each other along one end of the front of the base. Place another Tee and an elbow 

touching each other along the other end of the front of the base.  

Measure the distance between the edges of the Tees and then add to this measure the depths the pipe will fit into the 

two Tees. (This depth varies depending on the manufacturer of the fittings.) The total is the length of each of the two 

pieces of pipe remaining to be cut.  

Cut the two pieces. With two elbows, two Tees, two short pieces of pipe and one of the new pieces of pipe, connect 

the front assembly of the top. Connect the back assembly of the top with similar pipes and fittings. 

Connect the front and back assemblies of the top with two 8" pieces of pipe. 

Final assembly: 

 

Connect each of the four 36" pipes to the four Tees on the base. Position the top assembly onto the 36" pipes. Connect the four 

Tees of the top, one at a time, to the 36" pipes.  

 

 
 

Hang the shop light 

 

Loop the chain around a top 8" pipe and close the loop by connecting the end of the chain to one of its links with an S hook. 

Similarly loop the other piece of chain around the other top 8" pipe. With S hooks attach the lower end of the chains to the 

slots on the shop light. 

 

The distance between the top of the plants and the shop light can be adjusted by changing the lengths of the loops. 

For more detailed illustrations and the materials list, visit:  http://www.gardening.cornell.edu/factsheets/growlite/

construc.html 

T fitting 

90 degree elbow 

http://www.gardening.cornell.edu/factsheets/growlite/construc.html
http://www.gardening.cornell.edu/factsheets/growlite/construc.html
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It is another incredible year for 

farmer food donations all across 

the state. New York Farm Bu-

reau members along with the 

Food Bank Association of New 

York State announced today that 

11.6 million pounds of food and 

farm products have been donated by New York Farm Bureau 

members this year through the month of November. That 

translates to nearly 10 million meals being provided to New 

Yorkers in need. And with a month to go in the donation ef-

fort, the large number is expected to climb. In addition, the 

New York Farm Bureau Young Farmers Committee gave a 

$200 contribution today to the Food Bank Association of New 

York State. 

Today’s announcement at the Regional Food of Northeastern 

New York is in conjunction with the start of New York Farm 

Bureau’s 2015 State Annual Meeting in Albany. Members and 

agricultural partners give as part of a yearlong effort to feed 

the hungry across the state. 

The food is collected through the “Harvest for All” donation 

program, a nationwide annual farm donation partnership link-

ing Farm Bureau and Feeding America in each state. In New 

York, NYFB’s Young Farmers Committee and the Food Bank 

Association of NYS administer the statewide donation part-

nership. The food is then distributed among the 10 Feeding 

America food banks throughout the state. 

“I am proud of the farmers’ generous efforts all across New 

York State. Increasing access to fresh, local food is a priority 

for New York Farm Bureau, and the efforts, in conjunction 

with Feeding America and our outstanding food banks, help 

connect low income New Yorkers with those who grow the 

food. On behalf of our members, I would like to thank the 

farmers who donated product and the Food Bank Association 

of New York State for this valuable partnership,” said Dean 

Norton, New York Farm Bureau President. 

“The Regional Food Bank of Northeastern New York and the 

New York State food banks are so grateful to New York Farm 

Bureau and its members for their enthusiastic support and 

continued commitment to the Harvest for All program,” said 

Joanne Dwyer, the Regional Food Bank’s Director of Food 

Industry Relations & Business Development Representative. 

“Food donated directly from farms is the freshest, most nutri-

ent rich food we receive. With more donations expected to 

come in during December, to date New York State’s food 

banks have received over 11.6 million pounds of produce, 

dairy, meat and eggs from farmers and producers, which in 

turn provides over 9.6 million wholesome, nutritious meals.” 

“The Young Farmers Committee is proud to be a longtime 

supporter of the “Harvest for All” program. Each year our 

members not only donate to the effort, but also spend time 

volunteering at different Food Banks across the state. Today’s 

announcement just reinforces the giving nature of farmers and 

the demand for fresh food that exists year round in low in-

come communities. We encourage every farmer to think of 

their local food banks as a place to turn to for donations,” said 

Nicole Rawleigh, New York Farm Bureau Young Farmers 

Committee Chair. 

For more specific information, please contact your regional 

food bank. 

 

 

NEWS FROM OUR PARTNER ORGANIZATIONS 

Aerial Photos and Map Resources Available for 

Viewing 

The Tioga County SWCD has many map resources 

available to look at in our office.  These include: 

Aerial Photos from 1937 to 1975 

USGS Topographic Quadrangles covering Tioga 

County 

DEC Wetland Quadrangles covering Tioga County 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service National and NYS 

Department of Environmental Conservation Wet-

lands Inventory maps covering Tioga County 

USDA Soil Survey maps for Tioga County and many 

other NYS counties 

National Flood Insurance Rate Maps for Tioga Coun-

ty 

 

Feel free to stop by our office and ask to see any of these 

maps.  If you need assistance using them, we would be 

happy to help you. 

See pages12 and 13 to learn about a wonderful state 

grant opportunity that is available to farmers of the 

Southern Tier. 
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News, Notes and Workshops for Farmers and Gardeners 

.The 2016 New York State Maple Producers Winter 

Conference Schedule Is Set 

January 8 and 9, 2016. The 2016 New York State Maple- A 

producer-focused 2016 NYS Maple Conference with 

practical and hands-on sessions for maple farms to 

enhance existing and expanding operations. 

Friday evening program will feature two great options 

starting at 5:30.  One option is a show and tell on making 

and using maple granulated sugar.  A variety of production 

methods will be demonstrated as well as the best intended 

uses for granulated sugar made with different techniques 

and equipment.  Bring your recipes, products and successes 

to share. From this session we would like to put together a 

brochure “Recipes Using Maple Sugar”.   

The second option is being presented by Glenn and Ruth 

Goodrich of Goodrich’s Maple Farm speaking on “Making 

and marketing maple - What has worked for us”.   Right 

after these two concurrent sessions the VVS FFA will host 

the fifth annual maple conference auction.  This auction 

gets bigger and better each year, come prepared to buy and 

sell.   

This year’s Maple Conference will be held in the same 

great location, the Vernon-Verona-Sherrill High School in 

Verona, New York on Friday evening January 8th and all 

day Saturday, January 9th.  Opportunities include having 

access to the large trade show with many exhibitors 

displaying plenty of specialized equipment for meeting 

maple producer needs. You will have access to the latest in 

research and grower experiences regarding maple sap 

collection, vacuum, syrup production, promotion, 

marketing, filtering, forest management, beginner 

information and the making of a variety of maple products.   

The conference is open to the general public, as well as 

maple producers, and is geared to all levels of sugar 

makers. Saturday’s trade show opens at 8:00 AM with 

workshops starting at 9:00AM.  With over 40 workshops 

available, you will have to make some hard choices.  Held 

at the Vernon-Verona-Sherrill (V.V.S.) High School, 

Verona, New York, the conference is sponsored by the 

V.V.S. FFA, New York State Maple Producers 

Association, the Cornell Maple Program and Cornell 

Cooperative Extension.  The V.V.S. High School is located 

between Utica and Syracuse, New York on State Route 31 

just two minutes from NYS Thruway Exit 33.    

For additional information contact V.V.S. FFA advisor 

Keith Schiebel at kschiebel@vvsschools.org.  Registration 

forms are also available at the New York State Maple 

Producers Website: www.nysmaple.com or the Cornell 

Maple Program website: www.cornellmaple.com. 

Markets and Profits BF 102  
Jan 14-Feb 28- Exploring the Feasibility of Your Farming 

Ideas. Have an idea for a farm enterprise but not sure if it’s 

feasible? This course will get you started exploring the 

potential markets and profitability of your ideas. It picks up 

where BF 101: Square One left off, so follows a natural 

learning progression from that course. (You do not have to 

take BF 101 before taking BF 102; however, you will 

likely get more out of BF 102 if you go into it with some 

existing knowledge of the concepts and terminology 

commonly used in business planning). Please visit http://

www.nebeginningfarmers.org/online-courses/all-courses/bf

-102-markets-profits/ for more details and to register. 

2016 NOFA- NY Winter Conference 

Jan 22-24 2016- 34th Annual organic farming and 

gardening conference in Saratoga Hilton and City Center, 

Saratoga Springs NY. Please visit- http://www.cvent.com/

events/2016-winter-conference/event-summary-

bf38f07d98c0412e8d06fb4ae29fa39e.aspx for more 

details and registration. 

 

Cornell Small Farms- Winter Online Courses 

Winter is a great time for farmers to rest, slow down the 

pace, and build new skills for the coming growing season. 

The Cornell Small Farms Program is pleased to announce 

the winter roster of online courses available through its 

Northeast Beginning Farmer Project. These courses help 

farmers learn from the latest research-based education. 

Since 2006, the program has offered high quality, 

collaborative learning environments online and each year 

educates hundreds of beginning and established farmers 

through these courses. Each course is $200, but up to 4 

people from the same farm may participate without paying 

extra. See the course description page for more on the 

course learning objectives, instructors, and outline. Learn 

which courses would be best for you, read about our team 

of experienced instructors , see answers to Frequently 

Asked Questions, and view the calendar of course 

offerings. 

 

SAVE THE DATE! In past years the Winter Green-Up 

Grazing Conference has taken place the last weekend of 

January. This year there is a change. The 2016 Winter 

Green-Up is FEBRUARY 12-13! If you are a past 

participant in the Winter Green-Up you will receive the 

annual registration form and the emails. The Northeast’s 

premier Winter Green-up Grazing Conference is February 

12-13th, 2016 at the Century House in Latham, NY.  The 

outstanding speaker line-up includes Canadian mob-

grazing pioneer, Neil Dennis, as well as ranching 

mailto:kschiebel@vvsschools.org
http://www.nysmaple.com/
http://www.cornellmaple.com
http://www.nebeginningfarmers.org/online-courses/all-courses/bf-102-markets-profits/
http://www.nebeginningfarmers.org/online-courses/all-courses/bf-102-markets-profits/
http://www.nebeginningfarmers.org/online-courses/all-courses/bf-102-markets-profits/
http://www.cvent.com/events/2016-winter-conference/event-summary-bf38f07d98c0412e8d06fb4ae29fa39e.aspx
http://www.cvent.com/events/2016-winter-conference/event-summary-bf38f07d98c0412e8d06fb4ae29fa39e.aspx
http://www.cvent.com/events/2016-winter-conference/event-summary-bf38f07d98c0412e8d06fb4ae29fa39e.aspx
http://www.smallfarms.cornell.edu
http://www.nebeginningfarmers.org
http://www.nebeginningfarmers.org/online-courses/
http://www.nebeginningfarmers.org/online-courses/
http://www.nebeginningfarmers.org/online-courses/instructor-bios/
http://www.nebeginningfarmers.org/online-courses/online-course-faqs/
http://www.nebeginningfarmers.org/online-courses/online-course-faqs/
http://www.nebeginningfarmers.org/online-courses/annual-calendar-of-courses/
http://www.nebeginningfarmers.org/online-courses/annual-calendar-of-courses/
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profitability guru, Chip Hines.  For conference details and 

registration information, please visit: (insert link).  Don’t 

delay as this conference is sure to sell out, and early-bird 

rates apply through December 31st. To register: https://

reg.cce.cornell.edu/WGU2016_201.  Sponsored by 

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Albany County and 

Black Queen Angus Farm, LLC.  

 

Pilot Project Looking for Fruits and Vegetables 

The New York State Office of General Services is looking 

for vendors to participate in the USDA's Pilot Project for 

Unprocessed Fruits and Vegetables. The goal of the Pilot 

Project is to develop opportunities for schools to purchase 

fresh fruits and vegetables with USDA funding, and 

develop new relationships with farmers, growers, produce 

wholesalers and distributors. This is a great opportunity for 

farmers, growers and food hubs to grow and expand their 

local customer base. Vendors of all sizes are encouraged to 

apply. For more information, contact Diane Green at the 

NYS Office of General Services at (518) 473-9386 or 

Diane.Green@ogs.ny.gov. 

2016 NOFA- NY Winter Conference 

Jan 22-24 2016- 34th Annual organic farming and 

gardening conference in Saratoga Hilton and City Center, 

Saratoga Springs NY. Please visit- http://

www.cvent.com/events/2016-winter-conference/event-

summary-bf38f07d98c0412e8d06fb4ae29fa39e.aspx for 

more details and registration. In January 2016,  

NOFA-NY will hold its 34th Annual Organic Farming & 

Gardening Conference. The theme for the conference—

“Good Hard Work: Ecosystems, Economics, Energy & 

Equity”—honors farmers and farmworkers and the 

invaluable positive impact organic farming has on the 

world. To inspire thought and discussion, Rosalinda 

Guillen, executive director of Community to Community 

Development, will be the keynote speaker. Rosalinda is 

known for her efforts to build a broader base of support for 

rural communities and sustainable agriculture policies that 

ensure equity and healthy communities for farm workers. 

Our 2016 NOFA-NY Farmer of the Year is Kathie Arnold. 

She has been a co-owner and operator of Twin Oaks Dairy 

LLC in Truxton, NY with her family since 1980. Kathie 

has been a tireless advocate for organic dairy farming and 

a leader in her community. Each year at our conference, 

we strive to inspire, as well as inform, and to provide an 

unparalleled opportunity for networking and for reciprocal 

teaching and learning. We look forward to seeing you in 

Saratoga this coming January!  

 
Interested in Selling to Produce Auctions?  

Currently, there are 6 produce auctions in New York State. 

These auctions are aggregation points that allow local 

farmers to sell their produce in wholesale lots to buyers 

from across the region. The Cornell Vegetable Program 

has supported the development and growth of these 

auctions and acts as the educational lead for the majority 

of the NYS produce auctions. A new video https://

www.youtube.com/watch?v=MvvjnDic4LA 

describes how these auctions work and the benefits they 

bring to the rural communities that host them.  It is an 

interesting video for both for folks who are thinking of 

selling at an auction and folks who are interested in local, 

fresh vegetables. 

 

Vegetable Farming, Part 1 (BF 120) 

 

Wed. Jan. 13 – Feb. 17, 2016 (no class on Jan. 

20).  Webinars will be each Wed. evening from 7-8:30pm 

Eastern time 

 

http://www.nebeginningfarmers.org/online-courses/all-

courses/bf-120-growing-a-veggie-farm/ 

 

This course will help new or aspiring vegetable producers 

to answer basic questions about site selection, crop 

rotation, seeding and transplants, and financial aspects of 

veggie production.  

 

Topics including variety selection, pre-plant preparation, 

and cultivation. This course is for serious aspiring farmers 

planning farm start-up within the next year, or those with 1

-3 growing seasons of vegetable farming experience. 

Because the pest complex, production systems and 

appropriate varieties vary so much from region to region, 

this course targets farmers in the Northeastern United 

States. Farmers outside the region are welcome to register, 

but should do so knowing that some of the information 

presented may not be appropriate for their region. 

 
 

Would you like some heirloom 

Scarlet Runner Bean Seeds? 

I have in our CCE Tioga office a bunch of scarlet 

runner bean seeds that I harvested off our plants this 

year.  I got the seeds from a woman who said they 

were from her grandmother's garden.  Come by for a 

few seeds!   

Scarlet runner beans are a pole bean with lovely scar-

let-colored flowers that are attractive to humming-

birds.  They are among the oldest varieties of beans 

grown in the United States--they actually predate the 

founding of the country!  While I feel scarlet runner 

beans are a better ornamental than for vegetable pro-

duction, I have been known to snack on the young 

pods right in the garden. 

https://reg.cce.cornell.edu/WGU2016_201
https://reg.cce.cornell.edu/WGU2016_201
mailto:Diane.Green@ogs.ny.gov
http://www.cvent.com/events/2016-winter-conference/event-summary-bf38f07d98c0412e8d06fb4ae29fa39e.aspx
http://www.cvent.com/events/2016-winter-conference/event-summary-bf38f07d98c0412e8d06fb4ae29fa39e.aspx
http://www.cvent.com/events/2016-winter-conference/event-summary-bf38f07d98c0412e8d06fb4ae29fa39e.aspx
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wEkQLlrLtMp9bPr8jIzI5Fd7DiasLD9_prLuumNicO6Xo5FQbPbkQbK7vnZJ1vgUtCdLLitU3bAvAjLWRKotI7uo4yRfTYO2N1kuupDEEVekOFMJEnOgB5XlHPiPFuJk7I1nbGhPmA_XjXDNOp3HP5NRklMy-cZR6upluyCCJgoqDcpCtnoQPj7YVrgXh1Kchz75sdgt-WY=&c=CpZDeMUsSn1LESP1U9T6v
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MvvjnDic4LA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MvvjnDic4LA
http://www.nebeginningfarmers.org/online-courses/all-courses/bf-120-growing-a-veggie-farm/
http://www.nebeginningfarmers.org/online-courses/all-courses/bf-120-growing-a-veggie-farm/


 

 

Establishing a Price for Your Livestock 

by Robert J. Melchior, Market Coordinator 

Northeast Sheep and Goat Marketing Program 

at Cornell University  

A local goatherder recently justified her requested price of 

$.95/lb. for some 70 lb. kid goats by explaining that her 

neighbor had shipped similar goats to New Holland and re-

ceived a dollar per pound. Let's examine the logic of her posi-

tion. 

First of all, New Holland Sales Stables is the major sale market in the East, with great depth of buyer interest and the 

largest supply of any market in this part of the country. Goats, unlike sheep, cattle or hogs, are sold by the head at New 

Holland and so it is likely that the neighbor's price was actually a guess, unless someone weighed the goats prior to the 

sale. Let's assume, however, that the $1.00/lb. is an accurate assessment of the average price that the neighbor received. 

Commissions and yardage of $4.25/head can be expected to eat up 6-8 cents/lb., and transportation to the sale barn, even 

more. A recent offer of $5/head for transportation from Central New York seems representative. This would add another 

eight cents per pound and assumes pick-up at your farm. If you need to deliver at some central point, you should allow 

for the cost of operating your vehicle and even for your time. Finally, a cost few farmers take into consideration is 

shrink. Shrink is the loss of weight from your farm until the time of sale. A 250 mile road trip and standing over night in 

a sale barn with limited feed and water can sometimes add up to a shrink of 10%. Good management on a shorter trip 

will still cost 3%, or for our example, the loss of two pounds at 3-4 cents per pound. 

So now let's find an equivalent farm door price to that $1/lb sale: 

 

So much for that premium terminal market price of $1.00/lb. But there are other factors to consider as well. Shipping to 

the terminal market does not assure you of a set price. In other words, even as an informed producer, you gamble with 

your output when shipping to a sale, as opposed to selling for a pre-fixed price at the farm gate. On the other hand, a 

short receivable period and relatively little credit risk in dealing with major sale barns should be balanced against the 

payment arrangements you make for sales from the farm. Also, consideration should be given to the convenience of 

scheduling pick-up at the farm as opposed to the fixed schedule of the terminal market and trucker. If you must take 

time off from an off-farm job to make the delivery, a cost for lost income should be put in the mix as well. 

To summarize, our goatherder would have done just as well as her neighbor receiving only $.83/lb. at the farm with less 

inconvenience and no price uncertainty. Her $.95/lb. is actually quite a bit higher than what the neighbor received. 

Let's change the parameters of our sale a little and assume our goatherder has contacts with a slaughterhouse in New 

Jersey. She has made arrangements to ship with the local trucker for $5/hd. What should she ask for her goats? Using the 

example above, she has the alternative of shipping to New Holland with a net return of $.83/lb. Adding back in the ship-

 Sale price $1.00 /lb  

     

 Less   .06  commission and yardage 

  .08  transportation 

     .03  shrink 

  $.83 /lb  



 

 

ping cost to New Jersey ($.08/lb.), she must get $.91/lb. to 

equal what she could get in New Holland. If the slaughter-

house in New Jersey is also buying his supply in New Hol-

land, his alternative cost will be the $1.00 purchase cost at 

the sale, plus the cost of an order buyer and transportation. 

Let's assume these will come to $.03/lb., giving a total of 

$1.03/lb. We have now established the maximum that our 

goatherder can charge the slaughterhouse without his say-

ing that he will just buy at the sale. Our goatherder can set 

her price between $.91/lb. (what she would get in New 

Holland) and $1.03, the price the slaughterhouse will pay 

for New Holland goats. 

In order to establish a price for your product when dealing 

locally, you must be aware of the market around you. If 

neighbors are marketing the same product to the same con-

sumer that you are dealing with and you decide you want 

twice the price for which the others are selling, you are 

going to sell few goats. On the other hand, you should be 

selling for at least as much as you could get by sending 

your animals to an accessible sale. Consider also whether 

you are selling retail or wholesale. When selling through a 

sale barn, you are making a wholesale transaction with the 

convenience of selling numerous animals and the possibil-

ity of selling with some reasonable frequency. When sell-

ing one or two animals to an individual, you do not have 

this flexibility and are making a retail transaction. All the 

efforts that go into making the transaction a success (many 

of them non-monetary) will have to be repeated over and 

over again to sell other animals, and so you should be 

looking at some form of premium for handling these sales. 

Some efforts at marketing are as necessary to successful 

livestock production as good nutrition or efficient handling 

techniques. Failure to make these efforts can easily offset 

whatever gains you may be making in productivity and can 

severely impact your profitability. Marketing responsibility 

can be turned over to another entity for a cost, as when you 

sell to a dealer, but this should be done as an informed de-

cision, recognizing the responsibilities being relinquished 

and the cost being paid. This cost can only be ascertained 

if you are aware of your alternative opportunities in the 

marketplace. Thus the first step when contemplating mar-

keting specific animals is to know what the major market 

is for that particular type of product. 

 

Editor's note:  I am now the proud owner of three Nubian 
cross goats that I bought from our former Ag Extension 
Educator, Michele Kline (Our Five Acres Homestead)  
While being a goatherd is new for me, it certainly is enter-
taining!--B. Neal 



 

 

Southern Tier Agricultural Industry Enhancement Program On-Farm Enhance-

ment Grant Program  

On March 12, 2015, Governor Andrew M. Cuomo announced plans to help boost the agricultural economy in the Southern 

Tier—one of the most diverse agricultural regions of the state with a large potential for growth. Under this initiative, $25 mil-

lion will help farmers increase agricultural production on farms and improve profitability. 

 Purpose and General Program Information 

The purpose of the program is to assist farm operators with implementing part(s) of an approved farm business or environ-

mental plan that will increase farm production, enhance profitability and or increase environmental compatibility of the farm 

operation.  

Projects may be awarded in the following counties: Chautauqua, Cattaraugus, Allegany, Steuben, Schuyler, Tompkins, 

Chemung, Tioga, Broome, Chenango, Delaware  

Eligible farms may apply for eligible projects according to a Request for Applications (RFA) available through individual 

Soil and Water Conservation Districts. Applications will be accepted on a pre-defined schedule identified in the RFA. 

Final awards will be based upon meeting minimum criteria set forth by the Department. 

The RFA, including detailed instructions and an Application Form will be available from the following Conservation District 

Offices on January 19, 2016: Chautauqua, Cattaraugus, Alleghany, Steuben, Schuyler, Thompkins, Chemung, Tioga, 

Broome, Chenango, Delaware  

Eligible Applicants 

Farm operation defined as individuals, partnerships, associations, cooperatives, corporations, or LLCs that manage a “farm 

operation” as defined in section 301 of the Agriculture and Markets Law.  

Farm operations must document the receipt of Farmers’ School Property Tax Credit in 3 of the 5 years prior to submitting an 

application.  

Farm operations requesting funding for value-added projects must produce a minimum of 51% of the raw materials on the 

eligible farm operation. 

Farms operations must meet one of the following criteria with respect to the NYS Agricultural Environmental Management 

Program (AEM):  

o Participated in AEM within the past 3 years from the date of application. 

o Participating in AEM at the time of application.  

o Agree to participate in AEM prior to the execution of a contract to receive funding under this program. 3 10B Air-

line Dr. Albany, N.Y., 12235│ (800) 554-4501 │www.agriculture.ny.gov  

Eligible Projects  

Projects must be critical to increasing production, enhancing profitability and or increasing environmental compatibility of 

the farm operation.  

Projects must implement a farm business or environmental plan or components of a plan.  

The applicable section(s) of the farm business or environmental plan should be prepared by a third party and submitted with 

the application for funding.  

The project must be located on land owned and operated by an Eligible Farm Operation. Projects located on rented land are 

not eligible. 

Eligible Costs  

Include capital costs necessary to complete an eligible project.  

http://www.agriculture.ny.gov/


 

 

Examples include construction, renovation, building, structures, irrigation, drainage, environmental enhancements, fencing, 

trellis systems, greenhouses, permanently installed equipment, permanent root stock, professional services.  

Ineligible Costs  

Ineligible costs include, but are not limited to, land purchase or rent, machinery and equipment not part of a structure or do not 

require installation i.e., rolling stock, working capital, animals stock, debt, taxes, penalties, non-permanent root stock or nurse-

ry stock.  

Funding Level and Match Requirements  

The amount of state funding to an eligible applicant will not exceed $100,000.  

The amount of state funding to an eligible applicant will be at least $20,000. · Funding requests between $20,000 and $50,000  

o The state will provide up to 90% of an eligible project’s cost.  

o Applicants must provide at least 10% of the project’s cost.  

Funding requests between $50,001 and $100,000  

o The state will provide up to 75% of an eligible project’s cost.  

o Applicants must provide at least 25% of the project’s cost.  

An Eligible applicant may receive an additional $10,000 in funding for the project if the farm currently participates in or 

agrees to participate in an approved environmental stewardship program.  

Eligible match includes cash. Examples of cash include cash on hand, loans, notes, lines of credit, grants (other than state).  

Project Duration  

All grant funds should be spent or committed within 1 year of contract execution. 4 10B Airline Dr. Albany, N.Y., 12235│ 

(800) 554-4501 │www.agriculture.ny.gov  

Other Requirements 

Eligible farms must be in compliance with all federal, state and local laws, rules and regulations.  

All eligible projects must be completed consistent with all federal, state and local laws, rules and regulations. 

Photo from NY Ag & Markets website:  http://
www.agriculture.ny.gov/# 

If you need help applying for a grant, please contact your 
local Cornell Cooperative Extension office.  We can help you 
assemble and review your grant proposal. 

http://www.agriculture.ny.gov/
http://www.agriculture.ny.gov/
http://www.agriculture.ny.gov/


 

 

Fund Announced to Make New York 

Farms More Safe 

Partnership to Promote Farm Safety 

The New York State Department of Agriculture and Markets, 

New York Farm Bureau (NYFB) and New York Center for 

Agricultural Medicine and Health (NYCAMH) joined togeth-

er at Turning Point Farm in Saratoga Springs Monday, Dec. 

14, to announce the establishment of a fund to help New York 

farmers enhance safety on the farm. 

"We're excited to integrate this program into the portfolio of 

health and safety services we offer to the agricultural commu-

nity," said NYCAMH's Director, Julie Sorensen. The John 

May Safety Fund fills a gap in services to small farms, where 

slim profit margins often make it difficult to do more than 

what is needed to keep the farm running every day". 

The Safety Fund set up by NYCAMH honors the organiza-

tion's co-founder and long-time director Dr. John May and 

will assist New York farmers who need financial help improv-

ing safety on their farms. As the first program of its kind in 

New York State, this cost sharing program will allow farmers 

to make lifesaving safety upgrades. 

New York State Department of Agriculture and Markets Com-

missioner Richard A. Ball said, "With the continued growth of 

the agricultural industry and our efforts to encourage the next 

generation of farmers, it's even more important than ever that 

we support farm safety programs like the John May Safety 

Fund. It is our hope that this grant fund administered by NYC-

AMH will bring attention to the importance of much needed 

safety projects and upgrades, and we encourage the agricultur-

al community to take advantage of these newly available re-

sources." 

The new program announced by NYCAMH will become 

available beginning in January of 2016 to the state's farmers 

who meet the application guidelines. The program will be 

geared towards smaller farms of all commodities. Applica-

tions to the program may be submitted at any time and may be 

obtained online at www.nycamh.org, by calling NYCAMH at 

(800) 343-7527 or emailing info@nycamh.org. The number of 

awards and the award amount will be determined by NYC-

AMH on a first-come, first-served basis. 

"NYCAMH provides an essential service for farms across 

New York. The efforts to improve safety and working condi-

tions for both farmers and their employees has, no doubt, 

saved lives and reduced the number of injuries. New York 

Farm Bureau is a strong supporter of NYCAMH's work and is 

hopeful our members will take advantage of the new grant 

program to make farms in this state even better places to 

work," said Steve Ammerman, New York Farm Bureau Man-

ager of Public Affairs. 

Since its founding in the early 1980's, NYCAMH has estab-

lished a farmer's clinic to help diagnose and treat farm related 

injuries and illnesses, developed a NYS ROPS Rebate Pro-

gram that has retrofitted over 1,400 tractors, and performed 

hundreds of on-farm safety trainings to thousands of farm 

workers. 

Dr. May co-founded and directed NYCAMH from the early 

80's through 2015 and his work in promoting safety measures 

has given him a national reputation in his field. Even as he 

prepares to retire, Dr. May receives glowing remarks on his 

work within this industry. "Dr. May has become an icon in the 

field of agricultural health and safety and is nationally recog-

nized for his dedication and passion for improving the health 

and safety of farmers," said Dr. Sorenson, who is taking over 

daily responsibilities at NYCAMH. 

"Turning Point Dairy strives for a safety environment on the 

farm. This is not an easy task. With NYCAMH and the help 

they have offered our farm, we have become a more safety 

conscious farm. NYCAMH has also helped us with our OSHA 

training and compliance. We wish to thank NYCAMH and 

their staff and hope they can continue to offer this invaluable 

service," said Marty Hanehan, Co-owner of Turning Point 

Dairy 

 

Farming 101 – learn the basics of oper-

ating a farm at March 2016 workshops 

The same program will be offered in two locations on 

March 12 at the Schuyler County Cooperative Extension 

office in Montour Falls and on March 19 at the TC3 Farm 

on Route 13 north of Ithaca. The program is geared at land-

owners and individuals thinking about farming and will 

cover some business basics but the main focus on soils, 

land prep, and production of livestock or horticultural 

crops.  The program begins at 9 am and ends at 3 pm and 

will involve extension educators and farmers as presenters.  

Register for either sessions with Cornell Cooperative Ex-

tension Tompkins County via the following website:  

http://db.ccetompkins.org/programs/civicrm/event/info?

id=612&reset=1 – March 12 – Montour Falls 

http://db.ccetompkins.org/programs/civicrm/event/info?

reset=1&id=613 – March 19 – TC3 Farm or call 607-272-

2292 or email mr55@cornell.edu.   

www.nycamh.org
mailto:info@nycamh.org?subject=safety%20program
http://db.ccetompkins.org/programs/civicrm/event/info?id=612&reset=1
http://db.ccetompkins.org/programs/civicrm/event/info?id=612&reset=1
http://db.ccetompkins.org/programs/civicrm/event/info?reset=1&id=613
http://db.ccetompkins.org/programs/civicrm/event/info?reset=1&id=613
mailto:mr55@cornell.edu


 

 

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Tioga County Celebrates Extraordinary Vol-

unteers at the Annual Meeting 

On December 7th, Cornell Cooperative Extension of Tioga County held its annual meeting and took a moment to rec-

ognize the amazing volunteers we have the pleasure of working with.  In addition, we honored several Cornell Univer-

sity staff for their contribution to our work.  Here are some of the photos of that evening: 

 

 

The husband of Cathy Heidenreich, who was 

posthumously awarded the Cornell  Campus 

Collaborator award.  Cathy was a Berry Spe-

cialist at the Geneva Experiment Station and 

an active supporter of Cooperative Extension. CCE Tioga's Executive Director, Andy 

Fagan with Linda Bisson who was 

awarded the Family Development Vol-

unteer Award. 

Andy Fagan with the staff of Tioga 

Downs.  Tioga Downs was award-

ed the Spirit of Extension Award 

by CCE Tioga. 

Teresa Bishop of Terry's Berry 

Farm was recognized as the Agri-

culture and Horticulture Friend of 

Extension.  Terry managed the Wa-

verly Farmers' Market and partici-

pated in a season-extension low tun-

nel trial for strawberry production. 
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Homeowners & Renters - Mobile Homeowners -Farm own-
ers - Business - Worker's Compensation - Auto - Life - 

Bonds - Health & Disability 

P.O. Box 488 - 14 North Main Street, Newark Valley, NY  

(607) 642 - 3224 

Www.fksinsurance.com 

Protecting Orchards with Falcons--a 
Michigan State University Research 
Project 
 
By Jane DePriest 

 

Catherine Lindell, Michigan State University integrative 

biologist, will use a nearly $500,000 National Science 

Foundation grant to attract more falcons to orchards. 

Lindell and two other MSU colleagues are investigating 

whether crop damage decreases when the population of 

small falcons increases. 

 

“Key to our research is thinking about the natural and 

human components of the fruit-growing systems in an 

integrated fashion,” said Lindell, an associate professor 

in the College of Natural Science. “This line of research 

is exciting because it may show that we humans can 

make landscapes more hospitable for declining predato-

ry species, which may, in turn, enhance ecosystem ser-

vice delivery, especially crop pest management by pred-

ators.” 

 

American kestrels are small falcons and are the most 

common predatory bird in the United States. However, 

their numbers have been declining nationwide for rea-

sons that are not clear to researchers. The birds prey on 

many species that cause damage to fruit crops, including 

grasshoppers, rodents and European starlings. 

 

“We are studying whether we can increase kestrel popu-

lations in fruit-growing regions of Michigan and take 

advantage of their dietary habits to reduce the activity 

and numbers of species that eat the leaves, stems and 

fruit of cherry trees and blueberry bushes,” Lindell said. 

 

Kestrels nest in holes in dead trees, meaning they are 

also attracted to nest boxes made of wood and placed on 

poles. The researchers are investigating whether they 

can attract kestrels to fruit orchards and fields by in-

stalling nest boxes. 

Additionally, the MSU team, including Philip Howard, 

associate professor of community sustainability and Bri-

an Maurer, associate professor of fisheries and wildlife 

and of geography, will interview cherry and blueberry 

growers to determine which factors influence fruit-

Building Strong and Vibrant New York Communities 
Cornell Cooperative Extension in Tioga County provides equal program and employment opportunities. 

Accommodations for persons with special needs may be requested by calling 607-687-4020. 

grower decision making about pest management tech-

niques like the use of native predatory birds. 

 

The grant is one of 16 made in 2015 by the NSF’s pro-

gram for research on how humans and the environ-

ment interact.  

Kestrel, photo from Wikipedia  

If you want to learn more about kestrels, visit 
www.allaboutbirds.org, a Cornell University  Lab of Ornitholo-
gy website that gives great information about birds across the 
United States.   

http://www.allaboutbirds.org
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To Serve 
And 

Strengthen 
Agriculture 

Local Farms, 
Local Food, 
Local People 

Members are at the heart of Farm Bureau, a grassroots-driven organization of 
families and individuals in New York who care about agriculture. 

TIOGA COUNTY 

 

 

56 Foote Crossing Road 

Candor, NY 

(607) 760-1957 

Thank you Sponsors!   
This newsletter reaches approximately 1,200 

farmers and gardeners in Tioga and Chemung 

Counties every month.  It is made possible through 

the generous support of our sponsors!  Help us 

provide information to the public by becoming a 

sponsor! 


