
Strengthening Community and Economic Vitality 

Enhancing the Environment 

Strengthening Youth and Families 



Dear Friends and Supporters: 
 

We are pleased to present the 2014 Annual Report for Cornell Cooperative Extension of Putnam 

County. This report highlights some of our achievements and demonstrates the positive impact that our 

educational programs and outreach have on a wide range of audiences. 
 

For 72 years, Cornell Cooperative Extension has maintained a strong and unique partnership with 

Putnam County government, linking our residents to the research and knowledge of Cornell 

University, New York’s land-grant university and a world renowned research institution.  
 

It is our commitment to assist Putnam County government by helping our residents and communities 

find practical solutions to problems and improve the quality of life. Putnam families, businesses and 

communities deal with a variety of issues, from 

simple to complex. Our educational programs and 

services enable Putnam people “to improve their 

lives and communities through partnerships that 

put experience and research knowledge to work.” 
 

Our slogan, “Building Strong and Vibrant New York 

Communities,” reflects what we do to make Putnam 

County a better place to live, work and raise a 

family. As you look at this report, you can see the 

positive impacts of our education efforts:  

  Strengthening community capacity & fostering economic vitality 

  Protecting and enhancing our environment 

  Promoting sustainable agriculture 

  Improving individual and community health 

  Preparing youth for the future 

  Strengthening families 

  Providing and enhancing volunteer opportunities 
 

Our professional educators and staff, along with a corps of 365 skilled volunteers, eagerly and diligently 

assist residents, youth, business people, educators and decision makers in making informed decisions 

and developing important leadership and life skills. Through our daily efforts, we provide custom-

tailored educational programs and assistance that provide opportunities for permanent change. We use 

a variety of methods to create learning partnerships and disseminate university-based knowledge, 

including workshops, publications, mass media, websites, individual consultations, 4-H clubs, youth 

activities and special events such as the Putnam County 4-H Fair. 
 

Thanks to the continued support we have received from our county, state and federal partners, private 

foundations, and community supporters, our knowledgeable and experienced staff and volunteers are 

able to deliver cost-effective, quality educational programs and services. There are a lot of good things 

happening at Cornell Cooperative Extension, and we look forward to serving you in 2015. 
 

       Sincerely, 
 

 

 

Marjorie L. Nichols Keith 

Executive Director 
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Mission 
Cornell Cooperative Extension puts knowledge to work in pursuit of economic vitality, ecological 

sustainability and social well-being. We bring local experience and research based solutions together, 

helping New York State families and communities thrive in our rapidly changing world. 

 

Values 
Since 1944, Putnam County's Cornell Cooperative Extension has linked university research, 

knowledge and experiential learning to the needs and issues facing Putnam County residents.  We are 

committed to the following: 

 

Excellence      We build on individual competence, credibility and integrity to deliver  

      innovative programs of the highest quality. 
 

Responsiveness      We respond in a timely, efficient and resourceful manner. 
 

Collaboration      We optimize resources through partnerships. 
 

Learner-Centered      We help people adapt to a changing environment. 

Lifelong Education     
 

Results-Oriented      We deliver programs that are valued by people because they succeed. 

Programming       
 

The Future      We anticipate future needs and develop appropriate funding. 
 

Volunteerism      We respect and depend upon volunteers to multiply program efforts  

      and help provide organization leadership. 

Initiatives 

Strengthening Community and Economic Vitality 

To strengthen the social and economic vitality of communities by helping to create a shared vision 

of the future and by working with government and other agencies to deliver programs that have 

significant impact. 

 

Enhancing the Environment 
To improve the quality and sustainability of the environment and natural resources by promoting 

environmental stewardship, sound decision-making and best management practices. 
 

Strengthening Youth and Families 
To empower youth and families to reach their fullest potential through 4-H Youth Development. 

These experiential learning opportunities develop critical life skills, foster civic responsibility and 

strengthen the community. 

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Putnam County 
Terravest Corporate Park 

1 Geneva Road ▪  Brewster, NY 10509-9134 

Phone: 845-278-6738 ▪  Fax: 845-278-6761 

Email: putnam@cornell.edu 
Website: www.cce.cornell.edu/putnam 

Making a Difference in Putnam County 



 

Putnam County’s community and economic well-being is dependent upon a vibrant local economy, local job 

opportunities, quality community and human services and financially secure families. 

As community builders, Cornell Cooperative Extension educators help create strong, vital, healthy 

communities. We work with a broad range of participants, including government, business leaders, 

service-provider professionals and concerned citizens, to develop and deliver programs that have  

significant impact on the social and economic well-being of families, businesses and community 

organizations. 

We take leadership roles in our county. 

Extension educators continue providing leadership and resources to facilitate the 

delivery of quality, cost-efficient community services that address local needs. 

Educators served in community leadership roles on committees and boards such 

as: Live Healthy Putnam collaborating with the Putnam County Department of 

Health in their efforts to encourage Putnam County residents of all ages to eat 

right and stay fit; and Putnam County Youth Board assisting the Putnam County 

Youth Bureau in developing and implementing their comprehensive plan for youth services. 
 

We’re helping build stronger and more vibrant communities. 

The Putnam Community Service Network (PCSN), a Cornell 

Cooperative Extension program, provides professional 

development and networking opportunities for Putnam 

County’s public and nonprofit agencies.  
 

We helped government and nonprofit organizations build 

capacity by partnering with United Way - Pace University 

Not-For-Profit Management Center and Putnam County 

Personnel Department to provide affordable, high quality, 

professional development opportunities in Putnam County. 

148 managers, supervisors, and personnel from local 

human service organizations and government attended 

these half day seminars:  Becoming a Supervisor for the 

First Time, How to be a Top Administrative Assistant, 

Managing Multiple Priorities, Using Humor to Deal with Difficult 

Situations and People, and Diversity DNA. 
 

The 29th Community Awards Breakfast held at Putnam County Golf 

Course had 168 community leaders in attendance and recognized 25 

Putnam County organizations, professionals, volunteers and youth 

for their service and contributions to improving the quality of life in 

our local communities. 

Upper Left: United Way of Westchester & Putnam presented their 2014 Spirit of Westchester 

and Putnam Award to Cornell Cooperative Extension-Putnam County, the PCSN Committee 

and Putnam County Personnel Department for Partnering with United Way to strengthen our 

communities. 
 

Lower Left: Bill Wilkens, Putnam County Mothers Against Destructive Decisions presented the 

2014 PCSN Ruth Dain Voluntary Service Award to Salvatore Gambino for his extraordinary 

community leadership and volunteer service. 



Shop Putnam—Keep the Sales Tax Dollars in Putnam 

County! 

The Shop Putnam Business and Home Expo  

continues to grow. For the 9th year, Cornell 

Cooperative Extension teamed up with The 

Greater Mahopac-Carmel Chamber of Commerce, 

Putnam County Chambers of Commerce, Putnam 

County Economic Development Corporation and 

Putnam Hospital Center to present this 

countywide event. This year’s Expo was held on 

Sat., June 7th at Putnam Hospital Center in 

Carmel. Exhibitors included over 100 Putnam 

County businesses and nonprofit agencies 

showcasing a broad range of customer products 

and services; an estimated 1200 people attended 

the event. 

Above: The Shop Putnam Business and Home Expo encouraged 

Putnam residents and businesses to “shop local” and keep the 

sales tax dollars in Putnam County. Photo by Alesca Studio 

Protect Lake Gleneida water quality, maintain a 

beautiful shoreline. 

Lake Gleneida’s shoreline is a focal point in the hamlet of Carmel and important to the community’s 

vitality. Cornell Cooperative Extension is working on a long-term project with the Putnam County Soil 

and Water Conservation District, Putnam County Highways and Facilities, along with county officials, to 

create a Vegetation Restoration and Management 

Plan for 2000 feet of Lake Gleneida’s shoreline. 

New York City’s Department of Environmental 

Protection, which permits the county to manage 

the lakeshore, is also part of the team. CCE 

educators and Master Gardener Volunteers 

identified existing shoreline plants as native, 

invasive, or hazardous; produced a site plan to 

serve as a template for the riparian-buffer-based 

design, and recommended a mix of native shrubs 

and perennials to replace invasive vegetation.  

These native plants were selected for their ability 

to reduce soil erosion, maintain shoreline 

integrity and water quality, help provide habitat 

for birds insects and other animals, and create an 

attractive setting for the community.  Licensed 

anglers and NYS DEP permit holders will still be 

able to enjoy lake access. This project will be 

phased in, allowing for replanting of each buffer 

segment to ensure uncompromised water quality.  

Making a Difference in Putnam County 

We’re helping expand Putnam County’s economy.  

Our Extension educators provided leadership to promote business development and preserve open space. 

During the year we served on: the Putnam County Agriculture and Farmland Protection Board, 

implementing the County’s Agriculture and Farmland Protection Plan; the Putnam County Tilly Foster 

Farm Core Team’s Education Subcommittee, developing a farm and facilities use plan that fosters 

financial, environmental, social and historical stewardship; the Cornell University Sustainable 

Landscape Commercial Horticulture Program Work Team, providing technical training and assistance to 

the County’s commercial horticulture industry; the Putnam County Economic Development Corporation 

Board of Directors, fostering business development, retention and expansion; the SCORE - Putnam 

Chapter’s Advisory Committee, encouraging successful small business development; and the Shop 

Putnam Business and Home Expo Committee, encouraging businesses and residents to shop Putnam. 
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Putnam small farmers find links to Cornell research 

and expertise. 

Farmers in Putnam County are learning the latest 

in science and research to help grow more 

productively with reduced inputs and less impact 

on the environment.  With connections to the many 

resources at Cornell University, we can link 

farmers, livestock producers and greenhouse 

growers to information that can help them adopt 

organic principles, find new markets and 

marketing methods, create family farm succession 

plans and develop financial and holistic processes 

for their farms.  For people with land who might 

want to start farming, there is online training with 

the Beginning Farmer program, starting with 

BF101, which helps not-yet-farmers ask the right 

questions and develop viable business plans. Above: Putnam nurseries produce vegetable and ornamental 

“starts” sold and planted here in landscapes and backyards. 

Putnam County residents learn that mushrooms are 

an easy, profitable crop. 

Cornell University’s Northeast Forest Mushroom 

Growers Network website offers comprehensive 

resources for people who want to grow mushrooms 

at home, as well as for forest land owners and 

farmers who want to add a new cash crop to their 

mix.  CCE Educator Jen Stengle brings mushroom 

growing knowledge to Putnam residents through 

hands-on workshops, using information from this 

website. Diversifying into agro-forestry crops like 

forest-grown mushrooms and ginseng can make 

farm and forest businesses more resilient.  

Above: Hammering shiitake mushroom plugs into an oak, maple, 

or beech log will result in three to five years worth of product, 

ready to sell at farmers markets or to retail stores, fresh or dried.  

The pre-inoculated plugs (or spawn) can be purchased online 

and require very small start-up costs. 

Extension educators link Volunteers and Natural 

Resource Professionals to online invasive species tool. 

As part of the Lower Hudson Partnership for 

Regional Invasive Species Management (PRISM), 

CCE educator Jen Stengle organized a workshop for 

landowners and natural resource professionals on 

the iMap Invasives tool, hosted through NY’s 

Natural Heritage Program. This on-line, GIS-based 

data management system helps citizen scientists 

and natural resource managers map the presence of 

invasive species in our county. The Lower Hudson 

PRISM is a partnership of over 40 organizations, 

funded by the NYS DEC and facilitated by the New 

York New Jersey Trail Conference. Collaborations 

like this make local responses to invasive species a 

regional priority that brings together diverse 

expertise and protects shared resources. When 

trained iMap users log the species they find in the 

database, alerts are generated for invasive species 

managers on local and regional levels. As the Lower 

Hudson PRISM prioritizes responses, and 

designates Invasive Species exclusion zones, data 

like this allows strategic use of limited resources.  



Cornell Cooperative Extension Volunteers invest 

their time and talents to make Putnam County a 

better place to live. 

In 2014, 365 volunteers (unduplicated), including 

4-H leaders, Master Gardeners, 4-H Fair 

Committee, Board of Directors, Advisory 

Committees and special project and event 

volunteers along with 497 4-H Fair community 

volunteers provided educational programs and 

services valued at $479,490. 

Above: 4-H Members and volunteers eagerly greet & welcome 

fairgoers to the 43rd annual Putnam County 4-H Fair. 

Below: 4-H Puppeteer Players entertain hundreds of children 

& their parents through out the 4-H Fair weekend. 

4-H Youth give back to the community!  

4-H members contribute to their community by 

performing their Puppet Shows at local libraries 

and community events such as the Putnam 

County Children’s Expo & Public Safety Day and 

4-H Fair. While young children are thrilled to see 

the 4-H Puppeteers Players perform, these 4-H 

youth members are learning important leadership, 

public speaking and interpersonal skills.  

Participation in this 4-H Club provides these 

young adults with a sense of accomplishment and 

helps to enhance their individual confidence 

knowing that their actions make a difference.  

Above: Master Gardener Volunteers Liz Benediktson and Ed 

Illiano staff the Traveling Information Booth at New York's 

first Invasive Species Awareness Week. 

Good Gardening Advice…To Go! 

If I have zucchini flowers, why don’t I have zucchini? 

What do squash bug eggs look like? Why is my grand 

old oak tree dying? How do I get these stink bugs out 

of my house? These are just some of the questions 

Master Gardener Volunteers field at our Traveling 

Information Booth at Putnam County venues. CCE 

Putnam brings science-based, gardening techniques 

along with integrated pest management solutions to 

new gardeners. This traveling education center is in 

response to the greater national emphasis being 

placed on sustainable landscape practices, invasive 

species impacts and local grow-your-own vegetables 

efforts. Over 1,000 people a year come by the booth 

at events like the Cold Spring Farmers Market; 

Putnam Children’s Expo & Public Safety Day; Shop 

Putnam Business & Home Expo; and the 4-H Fair.  

Master Gardener volunteers host the Traveling Information 

Booth at the Cold Spring Farmers Market throughout summer. 

Invasive Species Outreach was this year’s special focus . 



Extension educators and Master Gardener Volunteers connect with the people of Putnam County:  

Natural Resources and the Environment: Forests, Wetlands, Ecosystems ● Agroforestry ● Water 

Quality ● Climate Change ● Model Forest ● Invasive Species ● Agroforestry 

Community Horticulture: Home Gardening, Landscaping and the Environment ● Gardening for 

Health ● Family and Youth Gardening ● Garden-to-Table 

Master Gardener Volunteers: Master Gardener Plant Sale ● Speakers Bureau ● Cold Spring Farmers 

Market ● Demonstration Gardens: Native Plants, Xeriscape and Vegetables ● Spring Garden School ● 

Rain Barrel and Composting Classes  

Commercial Horticulture: Arborist Training ● Webinars for Landscape and Lawn Care Professionals 

Agriculture: Small Farms ● Beginning Farmer Online ● Putnam County Agriculture and Farmland 

Protection Board  

Demonstration gardens and plant sales teach, feed, beautify and inspire 
Cornell Cooperative Extension educators and Master Gardener Volunteers 

developed several gardens that demonstrate research-based, best 

management practices at the office campus and at the Tilly Foster Farm 

Community Garden. The beds, adjacent to the Department of Motor Vehicles, attract thousands of 

people each year and are also used as a teaching space for hands-on classes. Posters, signage and a “take 

one” mini kiosk provides information, education and advice. Visitors are encouraged to come to the CCE 

office to talk with educators and ask questions about the plants in the demonstration beds, or in their 

own home gardens.  
 

Each spring, the Master Gardener Volunteers host one of Putnam County’s most-awaited plant sales. 

With more than 1400 tomato plants, another 1100 vegetable and herb plants, buyers can get the 

varieties they want as well as new and heirloom vegetables. They also get expert advice on which variety 

is best for their gardens, how to grow it and how to get the most productivity. Pest and weed control 

advice from volunteers and Extension Educators is part of the sale, and gardeners in the know 

remember to bring a soil sample with them for a free soil pH test, complete with advice on how to amend 

soil for best results. This is truly one of the most educational plant sales in the county, attracting more 

than a thousand buyers each year.  
 

Above: Master Gardener Volunteers Liz Benediktson and 

Cheryl Kellog weed the grasses and perennials bed.   

Left: The May Master Gardener Plant Sale starts early, 

sometimes under gray skies, but always attracts hundreds 

of buyers.  



Start really, really early: Garden to Table program brings vegetable gardening and nutrition lessons to 

Child care centers in Putnam County 
With chronic diseases like obesity reaching every community, it’s more important than ever to start 

educating about healthy eating as early as possible in a child’s life.  Cornell Cooperative Extension 

educators and Master Gardener Volunteers are 

working with licensed childcare center educators in 

a pilot “train the trainer” program to help children 

learn valuable lessons about growing some of their 

own food and eating healthy. 
 

Putnam County’s obesity status is much like the 

rest of the state: more than 24% of children and 

adults can be considered obese. In its five-year 

strategic plan, the Putnam County Department of 

Health listed obesity, a chronic disease, as one of 

its top priorities and plotted several tactical 

methods to combat it in children and adults. The  

Department of Health asked Cornell Cooperative 

Extension to continue its gardening lessons to 

reach more families and even younger children, with 

a coordinated campaign designed for licensed child 

care providers. Partnering with the Department of 

Health allows us to offer sound, science-based health 

advice from registered dieticians and also helps our 

county reach its Community Health Improvement 

Program (CHIP) goals. 
 

Cornell Cooperative Extension educators began in 

March, 2014, with the Dutchess and Putnam Child 

Care Council’s help, to reach 4 licensed child care 

providers (four child care centers and one in-home 

provider). Extension educators developed a 

curriculum to teach ten basic vegetable gardening 

topics, provided youth activities that correlated with 

the gardening lessons, related messages for parents, 

and gave each of the 4 child care providers a 4’ x 4’ 

raised bed to start or expand their gardens. Nutrition 

educators from the Putnam County Department of 

Health provided child-appropriate health messages.  
 

This pilot project will be expanded in 2015 to ten 

more child care centers. The in-home provider (one 

teacher and eight children) used the raised bed to 

begin a gardening program. Two of the 3 child care 

centers expanded their gardens to include vegetables 

as a result of the pilot program, with a total of ten 

teachers and 120 children involved.   
 

The child care center program is now part of the 

greater Garden to Table: Grow Your Way to Better 

Health is funded by United 

Way of Westchester and 

Putnam, under their Step Up 

2 Health initiative, along 

with a Carmel Rotary club 

donation. 

Making a Difference in Putnam County 

Above: Educator Dianne Olsen at Kidz Country in Mahopac. 

Children listened to a story about growing carrots and helped 

plan their “Eat a Rainbow” garden plots.  



Woods Forum Links Landowners with Forestry 

Professionals 

Owners of forested land learned how to value their 

property, found partners, began defining their 

resources, and started thinking about next steps at a 

day-long Model Forest workshop, the Woods Forum, 

at the Clearpool Model Forest, on September 16.  

These forest owners now have the knowledge and 

partnerships necessary to help them make decisions 

that limit impacts on biodiversity and water quality, 

and reduce fragmentation of forested land.  
  
In the lower Hudson Valley, owners of forested land 

often do not recognize the value of their forested 

acreage, or don’t give it much attention. But as taxes 

increase and pressure mounts to develop land, 

property owners may sell their land to ease their tax burdens. The resulting fragmentation of wooded 

land has impacts on biodiversity, water quality, and quality of life in our communities. A forest 

management plan, one that may include income from forested acreage, can help landowners avoid 

selling their land. Cornell Cooperative Extension of 

Putnam County, partnering with the Cornell 

Cooperative Extension Agroforestry Research Center 

(CCE of Columbia/Greene), the Watershed 

Agriculture Council, and Green Chimneys (an 

educational nonprofit organization in Putnam 

County), hosted a Woods Forum, a day-long 

discussion and workshop at the site of a Model 

Forest in Putnam County. This roundtable 

discussion brought together Hudson Valley forest 

owners, forestry professionals, regional land trusts 

and municipal officials, and was based on the UMass Woods Forum template. Using  Forest Story Cards 

from the Cornell University Dept. of Natural Resources, Forester Ron Frisbee (CCE Columbia/Greene) 

tapped directly into people’s emotional reactions to their forested land by asking them to choose a story 

card that appealed to them. As participants introduced themselves they also spoke about why they chose 

the card they did. This opened the floor to dynamic discussions that included legacy planning, land-use, 

and appreciation of nature, among other topics. Then we paused for pie: homemade apple, berry and 

coconut custard and conversations and 

collaborations bloomed. 
 

The Woods Forum offered landowners an 

opportunity to get sound, local information on 

their land management options and to build 

one-on-one relationships with forestry 

professionals. Some of these same landowners 

attended a follow-up course two weeks later, 

while others requested resources from land 

trusts and Master Forest Owners. This event 

was also an opportunity to build relationships 

among forestry professionals, natural resource 

managers and area land trusts. These 

professional relationships become more and 

more important as many organizations struggle with limited resources and time.  
 
Area partnerships helped us create this event and will continue to make it possible for CCE educators to 

reach farther and stay connected. They included: the Watershed Agriculture Council; the Agroforestry 

Research Center; Green Chimneys (Clearpool Model Forest) and Hudson Highlands Land Trust. 
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Above: The Woods Forum event used forest story-cards as an 

ice-breaker for dynamic discussion that included topics of leg-

acy planning, land-use, and appreciation of nature. This 

helped Putnam land owners define and share what they value 

most about their forested land. 

Above: Forestry professionals and landowners took their concerns 

about the forest out to the forest, and shared ideas, questions and more.  



Master Gardener Volunteers help keep Putnam’s 

environment clean and green 

Everything is connected . . . An important concept to 

remember for home gardeners. To help bring this idea 

alive, our Master Gardener Volunteers taught the 

ultimate connection: Soil and Composting. Attendees at 

this event learned the basic science of soil and how it 

makes things grow, and then went outdoors for a lesson 

on how to compost with worms and without worms. 

Worm compost is not only one of nature’s best fertilizers, 

it also contributes vital micronutrients and helps aerate 

the soil. Attendees also learned about the positive 

impacts that composting make on climate change, 

greenhouse gasses, and carbon sequestration. This 

program was part of a three-lecture series focusing on 

the positive environmental impacts of gardening. 

Win-win: native plants help pollinators stay healthy, enhance 

the garden landscape and build green business profits 

Because honey bees and other pollinators are so important to our 

crops, gardens and ecosystems, it’s important for them to have 

easy access to food and habitat. Master Gardener Volunteers 

taught classes for home gardeners on native pollinator bees, 

native plants, eco-beneficial gardening, invasive species and 

pollinator habitat protection. Educator Jen Stengle, reaching out 

to the green industry through the New York State Turf and 

Landscape Association, taught a class for landscape professionals 

on Changing Perceptions of Native Plants in the commercial 

landscape and nursery trade. Building awareness of viable native 

landscape plants helps protect our environment from accidental 

invasive plant introductions. Nursery and landscape businesses 

are better prepared to respond to New York's Prohibited and 

Regulated Invasive Species List with alternative plants. 

Above: The bucolic setting of Glynwood Farm set the 
stage for learning about composting and worms.  

Rain Barrels save money, conserve water and reduce 

stormwater runoff 

Installing a rain barrel can reduce the amount of stormwater 

runoff and improve water quality in the community. 

Collecting rooftop runoff in rain barrels and using it for 

other purposes can help keep pollutants from paved areas 

from entering waterways, and reduces waste of tap water. 

Why wash your car with precious tap water when you can 

use water from a rain barrel? 
 
Installing a rain barrel is a simple and easy way to save 

money and conserve water, with the added benefits of 

decreasing stormwater runoff and improving water quality. 

CCE educators and Master Gardener Volunteers held Rain 

Barrel workshops throughout the county to show residents 

how to assemble and use rain barrels at their own homes. 

What’s more, they shared hands-on advice and personal 

enthusiasm, and told attendees how they use rain barrels in 

their own landscapes. 

Master Gardener Volunteers Zshawn Sullivan, Karen 

Ertl and Diane Uhle help teach Putnam residents at 

Rain Barrel workshops. 

Above: Our native Koellia (Pycnathemum), or 

Mountain Mint, has transitioned to a desirable 

landscape staple. 



4-H helps youth make healthy choices, excel in science and become leaders in their communities:    

Leadership ▪ Agriculture ▪ Video Production ▪ Community Service ▪ Generosity ▪   Environmental 
Education ▪ Belonging ▪ Hands-on ▪ Life Skills ▪  Science, Engineering & Technology ▪ Mastery ▪ 
Citizenship ▪ Public Speaking ▪ Theater ▪ Healthy Lifestyles ▪ Valuing Diversity ▪ Connected to research 
at Cornell University ▪ Career Exploration ▪ Independence  

4-H Nature Detectives  

Nature Detectives is a BirdSleuth K-12 program, developed by Cornell 

University’s Lab of Ornithology.  This program provides innovative 

resources that build science skills while inspiring young people to 

connect to local habitats, explore biodiversity, and engage in citizen 

science projects.   
 

4-H educators from across the state were invited to take part in a pilot 

training in an effort to expand the program in local  communities in 

both school and afterschool settings. 
 

Putnam County Cornell Cooperative Extension 4-H and Horticulture 

educators took part in the webinar training in February 2014. In April 

2014, Cooperative Extension staff offered a train-the-trainer workshop 

to eleven 4-H and Master Gardener Volunteers; whereby creating a 

team of  volunteers who could bring the Nature Detectives program to 

the community. 
 

In addition, 4-H Youth Development staff trained 4-H Youth Members 

on the delivery methods for certain aspects of the program, which could be easily replicated at community 

events.  
 

In August 2014, Cornell Cooperative Extension and the Patterson Public Library, collaborated in Summer 

2014 to provide local youth with a hands-on, experiential learning program, using the Nature Detectives 

curriculum, led by trained 4-H Volunteers. 

 
 

Above: 4-H Member Dominick, age 6, 

working with  Cornell University 

Lab of Ornithology staff at the 

2014 NYS Fair, providing a  

hand-on Nature Detectives mini-

lesson to fairgoers. 

Above: Youth taking part in a 6-week Nature Detectives 

Workshop Series at the Patterson Library.  August 2014. 

Above: 4-H Youth Development & Master Gardener 

Volunteers taking part in the train-the-trainer ‘Nature  

Detectives’ Workshop in April 2014. 

http://www.birdsleuth.org/afterschool-investigators-nature-detectives/
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Above: 4-H Youth Members & Families design, build & launch 

rockets at 4-H Family Fun Day as part of the National Science 

Day Challenge.  

4-H Family Fun Day with National Science Day 

Challenge 

On October 5, more than 100 4-H Youth Members 

and their families took part in the 4-H Family Fun 

BBQ, an annual county-wide event, designed to 

promote a cohesive 4-H community and an 

opportunity for families and members to build 

relationships and expand their 4-H experience. 
 

During this 4-H event, members and their 

families participated in the 4-H National Youth 

Science Day Experiment. 
   

4-H National Youth Science Day (NYSD) is an 

exciting, interactive learning experience, which 

takes place annually in October and aims to 

engage thousands of youth across the country 

excited about science, technology, engineering and 

mathematics (STEM). 
 

The University of Arizona developed the 2014 

National Science Experiment: Rockets to the 

Rescue!  Using this step-by-step curriculum, 

Putnam 4-H Members and their parents designed 

and built an aerodynamic craft designed to deliver 

a payload of food to natural disaster victims. 

Ag Literacy Week—Agriculture in the Classroom  

4-H Jr. Vet Workshop—Job Shadowing Experience 

The ever popular  4-H Junior Vet Series provides 

youth, ages 9 to 14, interested in animals and 

veterinary science an opportunity to shadow a 

local veterinarian who also serves as a 4-H 

Volunteer. This program uses the 4-H Skills for 

Life Animal Series curriculum, From Airedales to 

Zebras, which utilizes a variety of teaching   

methodologies. The hands-on workshops, which 

are hosted in an 

active veterinary 

practice, culminate  

with the youths 

observing a surgical 

procedure on an 

animal patient.  

This 4-H community 

partnership is able 

to provide an out of 

the ordinary 

experience for 

Putnam youth.    

Above: 4-H Member learning 

how to pick a horse’s hoof.  

Above: 4-H  Volunteers visiting 2nd Grade Classrooms at 

JFK Elementary in Brewster during Ag Literacy Week. 



4-H Clubs—the Core of the 4-H Youth Development 

Program 

The Putnam County 4-H Youth Development Program 

serves youth from all backgrounds and a variety of 

interests. Boys and girls, ages 5-19, can take part in 4-H 

clubs, special-interest programs, short-term projects, 

individual and family learning opportunities and school 

enrichment programs. 
 

The primary goal of 4-H is to develop citizenship, 

leadership, and life skills in youth through experiential 

learning programs and a positive youth development 

approach. Today’s 4-H program has three primary 

initiatives:  

 Citizenship 

 Healthy living 

 Science, engineering, math & technology  
 

In 2014, our 4-H Youth Development Program: 

 Served 2445 Putnam youth. 

 Sponsored or participated in more than 35 community 

events & programs including the 4-H Fishing Clinic, 

Ag Literacy Week and Children’s Expo & Safety Fair. 

 164 adults served as 4-H volunteers. 

 299 adults and 198 youth volunteered at the  

   Putnam County 4-H Fair. 

 Had 14 active (year round) 4-H Clubs including the 

Explorers 4-H Club, Tall Oaks 4-H Horse Club, the 

4-H Media Productions Crew and 4-H Puppeteer 

Players.  

 More than 30 teens participated in state and regional 

4-H leadership conferences. 
 

This unique, learn-by-doing model teaches kids essential, 

transferrable skills that they'll use throughout their 

lives, such as problem solving, decision making, coping, 

communicating and responding to the needs of others.  

In addition to mastering a variety of important life skills, 

4-H members connect with caring adults in their 

community and make friendships that last a lifetime.  

Above: 4-H Youth  

Member EJ, age 7, learns 

hands-on  fishing basics 

at the Annual 4-H  

Fishing Clinic offered in 

partnership with the  

Oasis Sportsman Club 

and the Jack Stewart 

Memorial Fund. 

Above: 4-H Teens taking part in NYS 4-H Career  

Explorations at Cornell University; a three day  

college experience program where teens live in dorms, 

eat in the dining hall and, attend  introductory college 

classes .  June 2014. 

Above: 4-H Media Productions Member, Fabienne, age 

17, filming performances at the Shady Grove Theater 

during the Putnam County 4-H Fair.  Above: 4-H Fair Youth Leaders at the 2014 Putnam County  

4-H Fair.  

Above: 4-H Horse Club 

Member preparing for 

Horse Demonstrations at 

the Putnam County 4-H  

Fair. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Experiential_learning
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Experiential_learning
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Positive_youth_development


4-H IS A POSITIVE YOUTH DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM THAT EMPOWERS YOUNG PEOPLE TO REACH THEIR FULL 

POTENTIAL. PUTNAM COUNTY 4-H’ERS ARE BECOMING LEADERS IN OUR COMMUNITY TODAY. THROUGH HANDS-ON 
LEARNING, RESEARCH-BASED 4-H YOUTH PROGRAMS AND ADULT MENTORSHIP, THE PUTNAM COUNTY 4-H MEMBERS 
IN 4-H CLUBS, CLASSROOM CLUBS AND AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS ARE COMMITTED TO THEIR EXTRA CURRICULAR 

EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCE, BENEFITTING ALL OF US IN PUTNAM COUNTY. 

Putnam County Youth Forum 

The Putnam County Youth Forum, which is 

hosted by Cornell Cooperative Extension of 

Putnam County’s 4-H Youth Development 

Program and the Putnam County Youth Bureau, 

is a day-long event organized by and designed for 

Putnam County High School Students.  During 

the Forum, more than 150 students attend 

various workshops, facilitated by professionals, 

on issues such as healthy lifestyles & eating 

disorders, internet and technology, law and order 

in the community, how to survive college, teen 

addictions, and much, much more.    

Above: 4-H Member prepares her rabbit for show at 

the 4-H Fair. 

Putnam County 4-H Fair: Showcases Positive 

Youth Development 

In July, Cornell Cooperative Extension hosted 

the 43rd Annual Putnam County 4-H Fair. More 

than 20,000 youth, families and individuals 

attended the event. Aside from being the 

county’s largest community service event, the 4-

H Fair serves as the culmination of a year’s 

worth of club activities for 4-H members who 

showcase their projects, animals and the 

valuable leadership skills they have developed 

during the past year. 

4-H Capital Days provides youth with an opportunity 

to learn explore careers in government, meet and 

interact with legislators and tell their 4-H Story.  
 

In 2014, more than 150 4-H teen delegates from all 

over New York State, including Putnam County, 

traveled to Albany, NY, for this 3-day conference.  

4-H Delegates toured the NYS Capital, and had an 

opportunity to learn about several different career 

choices with the NYS Parks & Recreation 

Department, the NYS Corrections Department, the 

NYS Department of Motor Vehicles and others.   
 

Delegates then met with their local legislators to 

share the impact 4-H has had on their lives. 
Above: Putnam 4-H Members Tess & Carli during 

the 4-H Capital Days Trip in Albany, NY.   

Above: Members of the Youth Forum Planning  

Committee help identify possible workshop topics. 



2014 E2014 E2014 ESTIMATESTIMATESTIMATE   OFOFOF   SSSUPPORTUPPORTUPPORT   

New York State 

47.5% 
Direct aid, fringe benefits 

& university resources 

Putnam County 

30.1% 
Direct aid 

Other Sources 

13.2% 
Grants, fees  & 

contributions 

Federal Government 

9.3% 
Direct aid, fringe benefits & 

university resources 

Putnam County provided 30.1% of the Funding, and  

receives 100% of the programming. 

 

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Putnam County is funded by annual appropriations from  county, state 

and federal governments. Grants, contracts, program participation fees and private contributions lever-

age our core government funding. 

 

This funding partnership provides an educational system that links our County residents, businesses, 

and communities with Cornell University and the nationwide land-grant university system of  research 

and education. 

 

Our Putnam County funding is essential to maintaining this unique Cooperative Extension partnership 

between the county, state, and federal governments and Cornell University, which is New York’s land 

grant university.  

 

Our core governmental funding is further leveraged by the loyalty and hard work of a dedicated corps of 

skilled volunteers helping to make Putnam County a better place to live and work. 



Agroforestry Resource Center (Add) 

Alice Curtis Desmond and Hamilton Fish Library 

Brewster-Carmel Garden Club 

Brewster Central School District 

Carmel Central School District 

Cold Spring Farmers’ Market 

Comcast 

Cornell Cooperative Extension Associations 

Cornell University - Bronfenbrenner Center for  

     Translational Research 

Cornell University College of Agriculture & Life  

     Sciences: 

     Community & Rural Development Institute (CaDRI) 

     Department of Natural Resources 

     Department of Horticulture 

     Garden Based Learning @ Cornell University 

     Lab of Ornithology 

     NYS Integrated Pest Management Program 

     Small Farms Program 

     Urban Horticulture Institute 

Drug Crisis in Your Backyard 

Gander Mountain, Middletown, NY 

Greater Mahopac-Carmel Chamber of Commerce 

Green Chimneys Children’s Services 

Green Chimneys Clearpool Campus 

Green Chimneys Clearpool Campus Model Forest 

Haldane Central School District 

Hamlet of Carmel Civic Association 

Highlands Garden Club 

Hudson Highlands Land Trust 

Hudson Valley Horticulture 

iMap Invasives 

IBM Volunteers 

Jack Stewart Jr. Memorial Fund 

Julia L. Butterfield Memorial Library 

Kent Public Library 

Live Healthy Putnam 

Lower Hudson PRISM 

Mahopac Central School District 

Mahopac Public Library 

Maria Fareri Children’s Hospital 

National Council on Alcoholism and Other Drug 

     Dependencies 

New York New Jersey Trail Conference 

NYS 4-H Lego Robotics Program 

NYS Association of Cornell Cooperative Extension 

     4-H Educators 

NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets 

NYS Department of Environmental Conservation 

NYS 4-H Shooting Sports Program 

NYS Agriculture in the Classroom 

NYS Office of Children and Family Services 

NYS Turf and Landscape Association 

NYS Turfgrass Association 

NYSA CCE4-HE 

Northfork Stables 

Oasis Sportsmen’s Club 

Patterson Library 

Philipstown Garden Club 

Pied Piper Pony Rides & Petting Zoo 

Putnam ARC 

Putnam Community Action Program 

Putnam County Agriculture and Farmland  

      Protection Board 

Putnam Family and Community Services 

Putnam County Child Advocacy Center 

Putnam County Bureau of Emergency Services 

Putnam County Chambers of Commerce 

Putnam County Economic Development Corporation 

Putnam County Employee Wellness Committee 

Putnam County Fish and Game Association 

Putnam County Department of Consumer Affairs 

Putnam County Department of Health 

Putnam County Highways & Facilities 

Putnam County Housing Corporation 

Putnam County Office for People with Disabilities 

Putnam County Office for Senior Resources 

Putnam County Personnel Department 

Putnam County SCORE Chapter 678 

Putnam County Sherriff’s Department 

Putnam County Soil & Water Conservation District 

Putnam County Veterans Memorial Park 

Putnam County Youth Bureau 

Putnam Federation of Sportsmen’s Clubs 

Putnam Horse Council 

Putnam Hospital Center 

Putnam Valley Central School District 

Putnam Valley Grange 

Putnam Valley Free Library 

Reed Memorial Library 

Rotary Club of Carmel 

South Putnam Animal Hospital 

Teatown Lake Reservation, Wildflower Island 

Tractor Supply Company 

Trained by Teresa 

United Way of Westchester and Putnam 

United Way-Pace University Not-For-Profit   

     Management Center 

Watershed Agricultural Council 

 



 

 

 

2014 B2014 B2014 BOARDOARDOARD   OFOFOF   DDDIRECTORSIRECTORSIRECTORS   
 

William H. Giles, President 

Alana Sweeny, Vice President 

Barbara Reitz, Secretary 

Christine Phillips, Treasurer 

Toni Addonizio 

Jim Byron 

Amy Covais 

Paul Eldridge 

Al Lotrecchiano 

Suzette Tucker 

Lou Tartaro, Legislative Representative 

Charles Fausold, Cornell Cooperative Extension State Specialist 

 

2014 S2014 S2014 STAFFTAFFTAFF   
   

Educator Staff 
 

Marjorie Nichols Keith, Executive Director  

Dena L. Altavilla, 4-H Youth & Family Development Program Director  

Dianne Olsen, Environmental Horticulture/Natural Resources Senior Resource Educator 

Jennifer Stengle, Environmental Horticulture/Natural Resources Community Educator 

Daniel Feeser, Environmental Horticulture / Natural Resources Community Educator 

 

Program and Administrative Assistant Staff 
 

                                                 Christine Cortina   Patricia Madigan 

                                                 Kelli Del Giorno     Kathleen Roth 

    

2014 P2014 P2014 PROGRAMROGRAMROGRAM   AAADVISORYDVISORYDVISORY   CCCOMMITTEESOMMITTEESOMMITTEES:::   

Enhancing 
the Environment 
 

Paul J. Eldridge, Board of 

     Directors Representative 

Meredith Laubin 

Ray Merlotto 

Anne Osborne 

Diane Philips 

Richard Saracelli 

Judy Terlizzi 

Rourk Traynor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Strengthening 

Youth & Families 
 

Barbara Reitz, Board of 

     Directors Representative 

Maureen Doherty 

Kathi Heiber, DVM 

Adriene Iasoni-Aull 

Laura Johnson 

Joanne Riccoboni 

Maureen Salerno 

Lourdes Seip 

Youth Representatives: 

Carli Ceckanowicz 

Jadyn Marshall 

Tess Seip 

 



Enhancing 
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Paul J. Eldridge, Board of 

     Directors Representative 

Meredith Laubin 

Ray Merlotto 

Anne Osborne 

Diane Philips 

Richard Saracelli 

Judy Terlizzi 

Rourk Traynor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Strengthening 

Youth & Families 
 

Barbara Reitz, Board of 

     Directors Representative 

Maureen Doherty 

Kathi Heiber, DVM 

Adriene Iasoni-Aull 

Laura Johnson 

Joanne Riccoboni 

Maureen Salerno 

Lourdes Seip 

Youth Representatives: 

Carli Ceckanowicz 
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Tess Seip 

 



Cornell Cooperative Extension of Putnam County 
 

Terravest Corporate Park, 1 Geneva Road 

 Brewster, New York 10509-9134 

Phone: 845-278-6738    Fax: 845-278-6761 

Email: putnam@cornell.edu  **  Website: www.cce.cornell.edu/putnam 

 

Building Strong & Vibrant New York Communities 

 

 
 

Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans,  

and Individuals with Disabilities and provides equal program and employment opportunities 


