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OUT OF ORDER 
By Joyce Tomaselli, CCEDC Community Horticulture Educator 

 
According to the Oxford  dictionary, the term “out of order” is defined to be  “1 (Of an electrical 
or mechanical device) not working properly or at all; 2 Not in the correct sequence; 3 Not 
according to the rules of a meeting, legislative assembly”.  My thesaurus offers synonyms such 
as “bonkers, haywire, kerflooey and confused”. 
 
This year’s weather is certainly out of order, perhaps bonkers, but probably not broken.  
 
In October’s Dutchess Dirt, I wrote an article on how and why leaves change color in autumn, 
and included a photo of Japanese maples in 
my back yard from 2014. This year however, 
we had several nights of frost which were 
earlier than usual. The effect was that the 
leaves froze before the trees completed 
their cycle of senescence and leaf 
abscission (also explained in the October 
issue). They turned dull brown instead of 
glorious shades of orange and red, and then 
stayed on the tree. Last week I removed 
most of them by hand, concerned that a 
heavy snow might weigh down the branches 
too much and cause damage. So, although 
the “normal order” of leaves changing color 
then dropping was haywire, next year’s buds 
look just fine at this point. 
  
The early frost was followed by 
unseasonable warmth. That might affect 
dormancy. There are two types of 
dormancy. The first, endo-dormancy (endo 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/assets.cce.cornell.edu/attachments/11618/Dutchess_Dirt_October_2015.pdf?1446501461
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means inside) inhibits growth. It is caused by shorter days and freezing temperatures in autumn. 
When woody plants enter endo-dormancy, they stay there until they have accumulated a set 
amount of hours of above freezing temperatures, ideally between 40-50 degrees F. The amount 
differs by plant species.  Once they have met their chilling requirements they become eco-
dormant. The plant is ready to grow, but is waiting for warm enough weather to begin growth. 
(Cold hardiness, which is different than dormancy, is acquired when temperatures are below 
freezing.) 
 
Articles published in previous warm winters (such as 2007) confirm that most trees and shrubs, 
especially native species, can tolerate temperature fluctuations with little damage because they 
naturally require a longer period of endo-dormancy. If warm weather occurs before the plant 
completes its chilling requirements, no growth occurs. Ornamental trees and shrubs grown out 
of their native range might have shorter chilling requirements and thus bloom prematurely on a 
warm winter/spring day. This might affect their normal bloom later in spring but not affect the 
overall health of the plant. Fruit trees are the most worrisome, because if they bloom too early 
and then the blooms are killed by frost, the fruit harvest will be affected.  

  
 
 
 
 
Perennials plants and bulbs have 
buds at or below ground level.  
Their leaves may suffer damage 
when temperatures fall, but their 
buds will be more protected.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Newly planted lawns are probably benefitting from the warm weather since root growth is still 
occurring. But fluctuating temperatures – freezing and thawing – can kill established grasses 
especially in low-laying areas where water collects. Avoid walking on lawns as much as possible 
until the soil dries out in spring.  
 
I challenged our Master Gardener volunteers to find other examples of “out of order” behavior.  
MG intern Lea Cornell provided the cover photo of a honey bee in Helleborus in Millbrook on 
Christmas Day and the budding Digitalis above, two 
days later. The Narcissus photo is from the East 
Fishkill library courtesy of Gloria Goverman on 
December 23rd.  The blooming Rosmarinus officinalis 
is a plant I forgot to take in from my patio, on New 
Year’s Day.  
 
At the end of this newsletter are some more of the 
MG’s discoveries last week in Dutchess County. 
  
Let’s hope that our weather gets back in order soon!  
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KNOWLEDGE IS POWER 
By Mary Nisley, Master Gardener Volunteer 

 
Did any of these events occur in your vegetable garden last summer? 

1) Your zucchini or summer squash plants started blooming but a week later you haven't 
found any squashes. Even worse, it looks like the flowers are simply falling off because, 
in the center of the plant, you've found some slender stems with nothing on the end. 
2) Your beans aren't looking very good; it seems like something is eating the leaves. 
When you look closer you notice small, round, orange-brown beetles with black spots. 
You think “I may not know what is eating the leaves but it looks like the ladybugs will 
care of the problem.” 

Did you figure out the real problems?  Squash plants have flowers that are either male or 
female. The first flowers on any plant are always male. You can use them for stuffed squash 
blossoms but male flowers can't set fruit. Wait a bit longer and the plant will produce female 
blossoms which produce fruit.  

 
This picture of Zephyr summer squash shows flowers 
of each sex. The squash pointed to 3 o'clock has a 
shriveling blossom at the end. When that flower first 
opened, the squash was only 1-2” long. Most of the 
flowers are male, with long slender stems. 
 
The beetles on the beans are Mexican Bean Beetles, 
the vegetarian cousins of 
ladybugs. Mexican Bean 
Beetles are voracious 
eaters of bean plants.  
Mexican Bean Beetles are 
orange-brown, not the true 
red of lady bugs and the 
spots on Mexican Bean 
Beetles appear in neat 
rows. 

 
The old aphorism 'knowledge is power' applies to gardening as well as most other endeavors. 
The knowledgeable gardener knows what problems to expect and works to prevent the 
problems or to stop them early, before they become garden disasters. The knowledgeable 
gardener knows the conditions favored by each variety and strives to provide them. In return, 
the gardener is rewarded with larger, tastier harvests. 
 
Would you like to become a more knowledgeable vegetable gardener? Please join me when I 
teach Vegetable Gardening A-Z on Saturday mornings, 9:30 – noon, February 20-March 12, 
2016 and Friday evening, March 18, 6:30-9:00. All classes are at the Cooperative Extension on 
Rt. 44 in Millbrook. The detailed course description is available at ccedutchess.org/gardening 
 
Register by calling Nancy at the Cooperative Extension 845-677-8223 ext. 115. The course fee 
of $95 may be paid by credit card of check. 
 
What better way to pass the cold, dreary days of late winter than by improving your 2016 
vegetable garden? 

http://ccedutchess.org/events/2015/02/20/vegetable-gardening-a-z-2016
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TERRARIUMS:  INDOOR GARDENS  
By Geneva Claire Hamilton, CCEDC MG Intern 

  
Terrariums are miniature, self-contained ecosystems.  Although 
popular in recent years because of renewed interest in gardening, 
terrariums—glass containers in which plants are grown and 
displayed--have been around much longer.  As early as 500 B.C., 
plants were kept under bell-shaped glass jars to exhibit.  In 1827 
Dr. Nathaniel Ward, a London physician with an interest in botany, 
accidentally created the terrarium (subsequently called Wardian 
cases).  Horticulturists were then able to bring back delicate 
tropical plants from abroad in protective Wardian cases.  
Terrariums quickly became popular in England; in the 1860s they 
also became fashionable in America.    

Today’s terrariums serve another purpose:  protecting indoor plants from the dry air of air 
conditioned and heated homes by planting them in decorative, enclosed or semi-enclosed 
containers that create a low-maintenance environment.    

Since terrariums are self-contained, they need minimal care once established, except a little 
indirect sunlight and occasional water.  Moisture in the terrarium evaporates from the soil and 
plant leaves, condenses on the terrarium roof and sides, and then ‘rains’ to re-moisten the soil 
in a continuous cycle. 

Containers for terrariums may be clear to slightly opaque, 
glass or plastic, with a cover or separate cover.  Terrarium 
plants should begin small, grow slowly, and remain small 
since a terrarium can quickly become overgrown.  Choose 
plants in a variety of colors, textures, and shapes.  Plants 
should look healthy, be free of disease and insects, and not 
susceptible to disease in moist conditions.  Numerous plants 
and ferns thrive in terrariums, as do plants that grow best in 
partial light or shade.  Purchase plants from a reputable garden center or mail order company; 
avoid picking plants from woodlands as many wild plants are protected endangered species.  

Before planting, sterilize tools and the terrarium and use sterilized planting mediums.  Firstly, 
layer ½-1” of coarse sand, pea gravel, or small pebbles in the bottom of the container to create 
a drainage layer that retains excess moisture.  Add a thin layer of activated charcoal to prevent 
odors.  Adding a layer of Sphagnum Moss will keep soil from seeping into the drainage layer.  
The top layer should consist of ½-1” of well-draining, fertile potting soil.  You may landscape 
your terrarium with pebbles, miniature objects, etc., rinsed with clean HOT water, or create 
small hills with extra soil.  

When planting, remove the plant from its pot and set into a small pre-dug hole, leaving the roots 
in a ball to prevent the plant from growing too quickly.  Firm the soil gently around the roots.  
Avoid crowding the plants or placing them against the sides of the container.  Allow adequate 
space for growth.  After planting, slightly moisten the soil with a sprayer or baster.  Cover the 
container with the lid and keep out of direct sunlight.  As the terrarium becomes established, 
maintain a balance of moisture and humidity that is neither too wet nor too dry.  Other than 
occasional watering and trimming, terrariums can grow effortlessly for years.  



January 2016  Page 5 
 

WEBSITES TO VISIT 
 Cornell: Will Warm Winter Wither Plants (2007 and 2015) 

 Michigan State University: Winter dormancy and chilling in woody plants (2013) 

 University of Illinois: How Weather Affects Plants 

 Clemson: Indoor Plants – Terrariums 

 
    
 

CCEDC MG’S DECEMBER 2015 “Out of Order” DISCOVERIES 
 

Our CCEDC Master Gardener volunteers were challenged to examples of “out of order” 
behavior. Here are some of their discoveries around Dutchess County. 

 

 
Viburnum rhytidophyllum, Leatherleaf 

Viburnum, in Poughkeepsie   
from MG Mary Nisley, Dec. 27 

 
  

Erica x darleyensis, Heath, 
in Stanfordville, from MG Linda Bail, Dec. 23 

  
 

Symplocarpus foetidus, Skunk Cabbage  
in Millbrook,  

from MG Intern Lea Cornell, Dec. 24 

 
Lonicera sempervirens 'Alabama Crimson',

 Trumpet Honeysuckle 
from MG Heather Brenner, Dec. 12 

 

http://www.gardening.cornell.edu/warm_winter/
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/news/winter_dormancy_and_chilling_in_woody_plants
https://web.extension.illinois.edu/hkmw/downloads/55040.pdf
http://www.clemson.edu/extension/hgic/plants/indoor/care/hgic1457.html
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Viola oderata, Sweet Violet 

in Poughkeepsie 
from MG Connie Herodes Dec. 24 

 
Aquilegia spp., Columbine,  

 in Hopewell Junction  
from MG Sandee Ritchie Dec. 22 

 
Helleborus “Wester Flisk”  

in Poughkeepsie 
from MG Connie Herodes Dec. 24 

     
 

Taraxacum officinale, Dandy-Lions!  
 in Hopewell Junction  

from MG Sandee Ritchie Dec. 26 

 
Pleurotus ostreatus, Oyster Mushrooms 

 in the Town of Clinton  
 from Barbara Mansell Dec. 22   

 
 

Geranium maculatum, Wild Geranium  
in the Town of Clinton,  

from Joyce Tomaselli, Jan. 1 
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CCCEDC Master Gardener Volunteers Offer Vegetable Classes 
 

Gardening. Ask any person what it means and you’ll receive many answers; growing perennials, 
annuals, flowers, shrubs, “woodies”, fruit and vegetables. Many gardeners are experts in some 
aspects of gardening, few are experts in all. But most gardeners enjoy learning more.  
 
CCEDC is offering two classes on growing vegetables.  

 Vegetable Gardening A-Z is for those who desire an in depth study of vegetables 
grown in our region learning how to grow, maintain, and harvest each vegetable, and 
how to recognize and deal with common problems including their pests and diseases. 
This information will help experienced gardeners take their garden to the next level. 

 Vegetable Gardening for Beginners is for those who would like to learn the basics 
including locating and preparing the site, planting seeds and transplants, maintaining the 
garden, and harvesting its produce.  

Details on dates and location are below. Go to CCEDutchess.org/gardening for more 
information. Please contact Nancy Halas at 845-677-8223 ext. 115 to register.  

 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Saturdays – February 20 to March 12, 9:30 – noon, and Friday March 18, 6:30-9pm, Farm 
&Home Center, 2715 Rte 44, Millbrook, NY. Vegetable Gardening A- Z by Mary Nisley, 
CCEDC Master Gardener volunteer. Course fee for 5 classes is $95. To register, contact Nancy 
Halas 845-677-8223, ext 115.  

Mondays – April 4-25, 6:00-8:00pm, East Fishkill Library, 348 Route 376, Hopewell 
Junction, NY, , Vegetable Gardening for Beginners, by CCEDC Master Gardener volunteers. 
Course fee for each class is $5 for supplies. To register, contact Nancy Halas 845-677-8223, 
ext 115.  

Saturday Feb 27, 1-3, and also Tuesday March 1, 3-5, Farm and Home Center, 2715 Rte 
44, Millbrook, CCEDC Home Composting Class by Master Gardener volunteers. This is the 
same class offered on two dates for attendee convenience. Course fee is $10. Register by 
calling Nancy at the Cooperative Extension 845-677-8223 ext. 115 before February 17.  Go to 
CCEDutchess.org/gardening for more information. 
 
 
 
 
  

SUBMIT UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Would you like to submit information on an upcoming gardening event to be shared in this 
newsletter?  Please send an email to Nancy Halas at nh26@cornell.edu or Joyce Tomaselli 
jdt225@cornell.edu by the 25th of each month to be included in the next month’s newsletter.  
Please include the date, time, location, a short description, cost and contact information for 
more details.   
 

http://www.ccedutchess.org/gardening/
http://www.ccedutchess.org/gardening/
mailto:nh26@cornell.edu
mailto:jdt225@cornell.edu
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Need Soil pH Testing? Need Lawn or Plant Diagnosis? 
Have any gardening questions? 

 
The Horticulture Hotline, (845) 677-5067 is closed for the season. Questions can be submitted 
through our website at www.CCEDutchess.org/gardening  Samples for identification or 
diagnosis can be submitted all year long.  There is a $15 fee for samples. Visit our Horticulture 
Diagnostic Lab page for more resources and information on our services. 
 
HELP SPREAD THE DIRT! Please forward a copy to anyone you think might be interested. To 
be added or removed from our e-mail list, or submit upcoming gardening events, contact Nancy 
Halas at nh26@cornell.edu, www.ccedutchess.org.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Websites mentioned in Dutchess Dirt are provided as a courtesy to our readers. Mention of these websites does not imply 
endorsement by Cornell University, Cornell Cooperative Extension or by the author.  

 

  

Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, and 
Individuals with Disabilities and provides equal program and employment opportunities. 

The programs provided by this agency are partially funded by monies received from the County of Dutchess. 

http://www.ccedutchess.org/gardening
http://ccedutchess.org/gardening/horticulture-diagnostic-lab
http://ccedutchess.org/gardening/horticulture-diagnostic-lab
mailto:nh26@cornell.edu
http://www.ccedutchess.org/

