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he end of harvest marks a good time to implement 
good management practices for yield monitors 
including taking steps to winterize components.  Yield 

monitors continue to increase and in most cases are standard 
options on today’s combines with the yield mapping data 
being important information for precision agriculture services 
offered across the agriculture industry.  A good post-harvest 
combine maintenance plan should include provisions for 
looking over yield monitor components and possibly storing 
devices in conditioned locations to reduce warming and 
cooling cycles potentially generating condensation and 
ultimately unneeded corrosion or damage of electronics.   
 

Quality yield data is important today so properly cleaning and 
maintaining yield monitor components such as the moisture 
and mass flow / volumetric sensors is important.  The buildup 
of debris or worn parts will lead to inaccurate measurements 
by these sensors.  The accuracy of yield map data is 
dependent upon one’s ability to maintain and properly 
calibrate grain yield monitors.  Poorly maintained and 
calibrated yield monitors can lead to inaccurate data and 
thereby improper farm management decisions.  This point is 
especially important for farmer’s conducting on-farm 
research since yield maps are only as accurate as the data 
collected to create them. 

The following provides a suggested list of tips for post-harvest 
tasks regarding yield monitors on combines.  You can also 
visit http://fabe.osu.edu/precisionag for additional Precision 
Ag information. 
 

1.    DATA CARD: 
 Take the time to create a backup copy of your raw               

yield data from the season.  This step should be taken 
before uploading yield data to a Farm Management 
Information System (FMIS) or providing to your trusted 
data consultant.  Make sure to place this backup copy in a 
secure and safe location at your house or office. 

 Cleanup the data card and delete old data to provide 
sufficient space for the upcoming season. 

 

2.    FIELD NOTES: 
 If you have not already completed, write down field notes 

from the growing season and during harvest.  We tend to 
forget information about field conditions and yield 
monitor operation that can influence the resulting yield 
maps.  This information will be important when analyzing 
or using to generate prescription maps. 

 A good practice is also documenting all your final 
calibration factors.  This information can be useful for the 
next growing season to compare if your factors  
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significantly change possibly indicating a yield monitoring 
issue. 

 Document all your load weights used for calibrating your 
yield monitor.  Again, this information could be useful 
during post-season analysis. 

 

3.    DISPLAY:  
 Check the expiration dates for any subscription services 

you are purchasing such as for your GPS.  You might want 
to take care of subscriptions during the winter months. 

 After making sure all data is stored to a data card or 
uploaded to another storage location, turn off and 
consider storing inside for the winter. 

 Take a few minutes and check all in-cab cabling and 
connections for any damage. 

 

4.    GPS RECEIVER: 
 Suggest taking off the combine and storing 

inside if you are not storing the combine in 
a conditioned space. 

 Ensure any correction subscriptions will be 
renewed so ready for spring work. 

 

5.    MOISTURE SENSOR: 
 Remove sensor from housing and clean of 

debris, dirt, and grain. 
 Inspect for any excessive wear or damage 

of plates / fins.  If damaged, suggest 
replacing over the winter. 

 Look over the wiring harness and other 
electronic devices (e.g. electronic control 
units ECU) connected to the moisture 
sensor for wear or damage. 

 

6.    MASS FLOW SENSOR: 
 Make sure there is no material built up on 

the impact plate. 
 Inspect for excessive wear and replace 

impact plate if needed. 
 Suggest making sure debris and dirt is 

cleaned from the area where the sensor is 
mounted since debris can attract rodents. 

 Look over wiring harness. 
 

7.   CLEAN GRAIN ELEVATOR: 
 Check for excessive wear of the elevator 

chain and paddles; replace if needed. 
 Ensure the elevator chain tension is 

adjusted properly. 
 Check both top and bottom bearings on 

the clean grain elevator. 
 Is possible, engage separator to ensure the 

yield monitor system is reading the correct 
elevator speed. 

 
Source: C.O.R.N Newsletter, 2014-40 
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he “Calf & Heifer Congress 2015 – Manage What 
Matters” to be held on December 15-16, 2015 is the 
fifth in a series of dairy replacement conferences 

presented by Cornell University Extension and the Cornell  
PRO-DAIRY Program. 
 

The conference topics will cover the entire heifer growing 
period. This year the event will begin with an afternoon of 
speakers and panelists addressing facilities, environment and 
health. Following that will be an evening reception and a 
buffet dinner program dedicated to antibiotic stewardship, 
changing regulations and public concerns. The second full day 
of presentations and discussions will feature health, growth 
and economics. 
 

Conference topics in chronological order will include: 
The Effects of Environment on Calf Health – Sheila 

McGuirk, DVM, School of Veterinary Medicine, 
University of Wisconsin 

Calf Facility Evaluation Research Project in Northern NY – 
Kim Morrill, PhD, NNY Regional Dairy Specialist 

Swine and Poultry Ventilation: It Works for Them, It Can 
Work for Us, Too! – Nevin Wagner 

Calf Housing Systems That Work: Options and 
Management – Curt Gooch, MS, Cornell University 

Virtual Tours and Discussion of Well-Designed Calf Barns 
– producer panel moderated by Chris Rossiter, DVM, 
Poulin Grain, Inc. 

Antibiotic Stewardship: Using Treatment Protocols and 
the Veterinary Feed Directive in Heifer Raising – Rob 
Lynch, DVM, Zoetis 

Antibiotic Residues – Dwight Bruno, DVM, NYS Dept. of 
Agriculture and Markets 

 

The Bob Calf Challenge – Carol Gillis, NYS Beef Producers 
Association 

Metabolic Changes and Risks Associated with Dystocia – 
Franklyn Garry, DVM, College of Veterinary 
Medicine, Colorado State University 

Strategies and Risk Assessment for Infectious Disease – 
Sheila McGuirk, DVM, School of Veterinary 
Medicine, University of Wisconsin 

Identification and Management of Calf Scours – Franklyn 
Garry, DVM, College of Veterinary Medicine, 
Colorado State University 

A Comprehensive Approach to Achieving the Benefits of 
Superior Growth – Mike Van Amburgh, PhD, Cornell 
University 

Nutrition and Management of the Dairy Replacement 
from Birth to Calving – Bob Corbett, DVM, Dairy 
Health Consultation, Provo, Utah 

Economics of Traditional vs. Intensively Managed Heifer 
Programs – Bob Corbett, DVM, Dairy Health 
Consultation, Provo, Utah 

Incorporating Conference Information into My Operation 
–  producer panel moderated by Jason Karszes, 
Cornell University 

 

The location will be at the Doubletree Inn, East Syracuse, 
NY, located off Exit 35 of the New York State Thruway.  
   
One copy of the conference proceedings, breaks and meals 
are included with registration. 
 
Registration deadline is on or before November 23, 2015. 
After that date a $50 late fee will be added. To register on-
line go to: http://www.cvent.com/d/jrq4k0. 

T 
 

http://www.cvent.com/d/jrq4k0
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 Email - rlaisdell@gmail.com 

 

Tips to Prepare Your Livestock for Winter 

Tuesday 
December 1, 2015  

 
6:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 

Learn about your flock/
herd’s health and nutrition in 
the winter months as well as 
updated information on 
Birdsfoot Trefoil study and 
control of parasites. 

Cost: $5 per farm 

Cornell Cooperative Extension  

of Jefferson County 

203 North Hamilton Street 

Watertown, NY 13601 

Contact Ron Kuck at 315-788-8450 or rak76@cornell.edu to   

register or schedule a farm visit with Dr. tatiana Stanton. 
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Are you “passing the buck” with your cull cows? 

have said it before and I’ll say it again, every dairy cow 
eventually becomes a beef cow.  And so, she is still an 
opportunity to make some money when the decision is 

made to cull out that animal from the herd.  So, the goal is 
to extend her stay as long as she is productive and healthy 
on the farm, but to voluntarily cull her out before she gets 
to a point that she is not able to be loaded on a trailer and 
arrive at the processing plant safely. 
 

At the processing facility, all cows must be able to walk from 
the trailer.  The Obama administration, in 2009, 
permanently banned the slaughter of cows too sick or weak 
to stand on their own; seeking to further minimize the 
chance that mad cow disease could enter the food supply. 
 

So which cows shouldn’t be loaded on the beef track?  
Obviously, every cow that was treated with a product that 
has a withhold period should be passed the recommended 
withhold period to avoid residues.  Your local veterinarian 
should be contacted for withholding guidelines.  In terms of 
a welfare issue and/or cows that will not travel on a 
trailer—any animal that has a body condition score of 1 is 
unfit for travel.   
 
Cows lose condition rapidly and these animals should be 

humanely euthanatized at the farm.  Again, work with your 
local veterinarian to develop a protocol for this situation. 
 

Many cows are culled out due to lameness.  Remember 
every cow must be able to walk off the trailer; non-
ambulatory cows will not be accepted at the processing 
plants and must be euthanized on the trailer.  This creates a 
situation that is detrimental to the animal’s welfare, and loss 
in income.  These situations should never occur and should 
have been addressed at the home farm. 
 

If you remember discussions about lameness scores (LS) 
ranging from 1 to 5; where a LS of one is normal, LS of 2 to 3 
is mildly to moderately lame cows and 4 to 5 are the most 
severely lame cows that are reluctant to walk.  (See lameness 
scoring chart from Zinpro.  Cows that score at 4 or 5 should 
not be loaded on the trailer to head to a processing plant.  
These cows will be condemned at the facility for being NAD 
(non-ambulatory downers). 
 

So the day you ship that cow(s), ask yourself if she will make 
it for three to four days before being slaughtered.  If the 
answer is probably not, she should go to a local processor for 
slaughter.  
 
As stated by Dr. Kurt Vogel (University of Wisconsin-River 
Falls assistant professor for livestock welfare and animal 
behavior), “Decisions on how to handle cull cattle must be a 
balance of animal welfare and food safety considerations, 
but they must also make sense to the producer—dollars and 
cents, that is.” 
  
 

 

I 
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Start Untangling the 2016 Economy at 

the Agricultural & Food Business 

Outlook Conference  
 

The annual Dyson School Agricultural and Food Business 
Outlook Conference will be held on Wednesday, January 20, 

on the Cornell University campus in Ithaca, NY. 
 

Looking ahead to 2016, Professor Steve Kyle will once again 
offer his insights on what's driving economic growth, fiscal 
and financial trends, and employment rates. Dr. Kyle’s 
popular report sets the stage for anticipating consumer 
purchasing power, rising interest rates, changing exchange 
rates, and other factors that define the backdrop for 
agricultural and food industries. This year we are adding a 
new feature where Dr. Jenny Ifft will be sharing her analyses 
of what's happening in the state and regional agricultural 
economy and highlight particular trends and issues that are 
shaping our region.  
 

Every year the Outlook Conference sends participants home 
with fresh information on prices, production, and market 
trends, and government programs affecting the diverse fruit, 
vegetable, wine and grape, and dairy sectors that make up so 
much of New York State agriculture. Highly respected Cornell 
experts in these fields, including Bradley Rickard, Tom 
Maloney, and Miguel Gomez, will once again take the lead on 
this year’s sessions on specialty crops.  And, Dyson's Andrew 
Novakovic will work with University of Wisconsin dairy 
market analyst Mark Stephenson to see if dairy markets are 
ready to be revitalized in 2016.  
 

Registration is now open for the Agricultural & Food 
Business Outlook Conference taking place at Cornell 
University on January 20, 2016.    
 

Register for the early bird rate prior to January 4! 
 

Visit http://dyson.cornell.edu/outlook/economic-outlook-
conference to register and for more details. 

Why is it important to know the alfalfa-grass ratio both pre- 
and post-harvest? 
 

1. Help to identify the optimum quality harvest date. 
2. Allow ranking of fields for harvest, based on alfalfa %. 
3. Help to decide when to start treating a stand like grass, 

from a fertility standpoint. 
4. Provide information for deciding when to rotate a field. 
5. Assess stand deterioration due to alfalfa insect/disease 

problems, such as alfalfa-snout beetle in Northern NY. 
6. Some nutrient record keeping software requires input of 

alfalfa %. 
7. Required information for some forage quality software, 

such as MILK2006, alfalfa-grass version. 
8. May help with ration balancing. 
9. Quality control: serves as a check on just how 

representative the forage sampling is. Highly variable 
alfalfa % over time indicates unrepresentative sampling. 

 

The NIR calibration was predominantly funded by the 
Northern New York Agricultural Development Program and 
as such, the %Grass analysis will be added at no charge to all 
samples requesting a regular NIR package and submitted to 
the Dairy One Forage Lab from Clinton, Essex, Lewis, St. 
Lawrence, Jefferson, and Franklin Counties in New York. This 
applies to fresh, fermented and hay samples received from 
October 1, 2015 to October 1, 2016. The %Grass service 
(179) can also be added to fresh, fermented, or hay samples 
for $5.00/sample when the sample is submitted for analysis 
with an existing NIR package, or for $12.00/sample if no 
other analysis is performed.  
 

Introducing Percent Alfalfa and 

Percent Grass Determination  

 

http://dyson.cornell.edu/outlook/economic-outlook-conference
http://dyson.cornell.edu/outlook/economic-outlook-conference
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Understanding Your Federal Farm  

Income Taxes 

armers, like many small business owners, often don't 
prepare their own federal tax forms, but they do need 
to know the record-keeping requirements for 

reporting and they must consider the impact business 
decisions have on their tax liability. Understanding the basic 
concepts and applications of federal income tax law are 
crucial because the amount of taxes owed often affects the 
economic benefit of the choice selected. 
 

What's included in farm income and what expenses are 
deductible from that income? Can a tractor purchase be 
justified when you take into account depreciation? What will 
you owe in taxes if you sell some of your cows? How will 
hiring your spouse change the amount of taxes you pay? 
As a farmer it is important for you to have at least a basic 
understanding on how federal income taxes affect your 
business. It's imperative to keep appropriate and sufficient 
records and estimate the taxes due to the IRS. Consulting 
with an accountant, bookkeeper, or other tax/finance 
professional will help you understand and appropriately 
assess impacts of a decision on your income tax liability. 
These professionals are part of the management team of a 
well-run business and their advice should be sought when 
needed. 
 

What's a Farm? Who's a Farmer? 
Under tax law, a farmer is defined as someone who operates 
a farming business with the intent of making a profit. 
However, there are special provisions in the tax code that 
further restrict who qualifies as a farmer in order for the 

individual to take advantage of the benefits provided under 
the provision. 
A farm is described by the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) as a 
business that undertakes farming activities and produces 
income reportable on Schedule F (Form 1040), Profit or Loss 
from Farming. 
 

Several references in the IRS tax code describe farming 
activities, with minor variations among them. These 
references often refer to cultivating land and the raising or 
harvesting of agricultural or horticultural commodities. 
Perhaps one of the more direct references can be found on 
the front cover of the Farmer's Tax Guide, IRS Publication 
225: "You are in the business of farming if you cultivate, 
operate, or manage a farm for profit, either as owner or 
tenant. A farm includes livestock, dairy, poultry, fish, fruit, 
and truck farms. It also includes plantations, ranches, ranges 
and orchards." 
 

Special estimated tax rules apply for qualified farmers. If 
more than two-thirds of an individual's gross income is from 
farming in the current or prior year, then the qualifying 
farmer is allowed to make a single estimated tax payment by 
the fifteenth of the month following the close of the tax year, 
or pay the full income tax liability by the first of the third 
month following the close of the tax year. Non-qualifying 
farmers, like other non-farm businesses, must pay estimated 
tax payments on a quarterly basis throughout the tax year. 
 

Note that farming doesn't include service providers such as 

F 

(Prepared by Michael R. Sciabarrasi, professor of and extension specialist in agricultural business management, University 

of New Hampshire Cooperative Extension; Carol J. Zintel, farm business adviser, Farm Credit East, ACA; Jayson K. Harper, 

professor of agricultural economics, Penn State; and Lynn F. Kime, senior extension associate, Penn State) 
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veterinarians or custom harvesters, nor does it include 
landscaping operations or pet kennels. Processing is 
considered part of farming only to the extent that it's 
normally incidental to the growing, raising, or harvesting of 
commodities. Cleaning, grading, and packaging fruit prior to 
sale is considered part of the farming activity of an orchard. A 
winery, however, is separate from growing grapes and would 
not be considered a farm. In the latter case, operations that 
grow grapes and produce wine would have two separate 
businesses, apportioning receipts and expenses accordingly. 
 

Hobby (Not-for-Profit Farming) 
An activity is a hobby if it's primarily for fun, recreation, or 
sport without any intention of making a profit. Any income 
from a hobby farm is reported on the first page of Form 1040, 
U.S. Individual Income Tax Return under "Other income," not 
on Schedule F (Form 1040). Expenses of a hobby can only be 
deducted on Schedule A (Form 1040), Itemized Deductions. 
Furthermore, the IRS prescribes the order and method for 
taking hobby-related deductions and limits the amounts that 
can be taken. Ultimately, hobby losses can't be used to offset 
unrelated income. 
 

The IRS will presume a farming activity is being conducted for 
profit if it produced a profit in at least three of the past five 
tax years, including the current year. (For equine operations, 
the presumption is two of seven years.) If the years-of-profit 
test isn't met, it doesn't automatically mean the activity is a 
hobby. Instead, IRS will consider other criteria in its 
determination, including the following: 
 

 Extent to which the activity is conducted in a business like 
manner 

 Time and effort spent on the activity 
 Taxpayer's dependence on income derived from the 

activity 
 Whether activity losses are due to uncontrollable 

circumstances or are typical for similar start-ups 
 A farmer's or their adviser's expertise and knowledge 

related to the activity 
 Expectation that assets used in the activity will appreciate 

in value 
 Taxpayer's success in carrying on similar activities in the 

past 
 Efforts to change methods of operation to improve 

profitability 
 Amounts of occasional profits from the activity, if any 

No single factor indicates whether an activity is carried on for 
profit or not; all facts are considered. 
 

Record-Keeping 
The most common reason cited for keeping business records 
is to fulfill tax-reporting requirements. For the most part, a 
farmer can choose any suitable record-keeping system that 
clearly identifies sources of income, deductible expenses, and 

other items reported on tax returns. Before selecting a 
particular record-keeping system, keep in mind that business 
records are also important in obtaining and attracting capital, 
measuring progress, and preparing projections. 
A record-keeping system should organize business 
transactions normally initially entered in journals, then 
recorded and summarized in ledgers. For many small farms, a 
business checkbook often serves as the primary source for a 
list of transactions. 
 

Supporting documents associated with sales, purchases, 
payroll, and other transactions need to be filed in a safe 
place. In general, these documents should be kept for at least 
three years from when the tax return was due or filed or two 
years from the date the tax was paid, whichever is later. You 
may want to consider keeping tax information for a minimum 
of five years since those with a current-year net operating 
loss may carry back the loss to offset a portion of taxable 
income reported five years earlier. Documents associated 
with employment taxes and those relating to farm property 
(i.e., machinery, buildings, and land) must be kept longer. 
 

The two basic methods of accounting are cash and accrual. 
IRS allows a farm business to use either accounting method 
while imposing special treatment to certain income and 
expense items. You choose the method of accounting when 
you file your first tax return for the farm business. Any 
subsequent change in an accounting method for tax reporting 
requires prior IRS approval. 
 
Under the cash method of accounting, income is reported in 
the tax year actually or constructively received. A constructive 
receipt is one credited to the business account or made 
available to the business without restriction. 
 

Expenses under the cash method are deducted in the tax year 
the expense is paid. Many farmers use the cash method when 
reporting income and expenses to the IRS because they find it 
easier and are able to better match farm cash flows with the 
taxes due. 
 

With the accrual method, income is reported in the tax year it 
was earned or due to the business or when payment was 
made or title was passed, whichever is earliest. Accrual 
expenses are deducted in the tax year the expenses were 
incurred (i.e., an identifiable expense exists and the business 
used the expense item to provide services or goods). The 
accrual method matches income to the expenses for a given 
year, providing a more accurate assessment of profit earned, 
but accrual accounting requires more information and may 
result in the farmer paying taxes on anticipated revenue. 
 

To be continued next month: topics include depreciation, 

employees, and sale of property 
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Governor Andrew M. Cuomo 
has announced $1 million in 

funding to assist new farmers 
with beginning their careers. 
Now in its second year, the 

New Farmers Grant Fund will 
provide grants of up to 50 

percent of total project costs. 
Funds may provide a minimum 

of $15,000 and maximum of 
$50,000 for up to 50 percent of 

project costs with the 
remaining 50 percent being 
matched by the recipient.  

 
For more information, visit  

http://regionalcouncils.ny.gov/
content/grants-gateway-new-
farmers-wny. The deadline for 

grant submission is  
January 22, 2016. 

Grant Opportunities 

for New Farmers 

http://regionalcouncils.ny.gov/content/grants-gateway-new-farmers-wny
http://regionalcouncils.ny.gov/content/grants-gateway-new-farmers-wny
http://regionalcouncils.ny.gov/content/grants-gateway-new-farmers-wny
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ew York Annie's Project will host Managing for Today 
and Tomorrow (MTT): Succession, Business, Estate, 
and Retirement Planning for Farm and Ranch Women. 

Classes will be held at Farm Credit East, 25417 NYS Route 12, 
Burrville, NY, starting Wednesday, January 27, and each 
Wednesday ending February 24. The cost is $100.00 per 
person; fifteen hours of instruction (5 days @ 3 hrs/day). The 
time is 10am – 2pm. Lunch and all course materials are 
included.  
 

Annie's Project is a nationally recognized educational program 
grown from its inception to serve over 12,000 farm women in 
33 states (http://www.anniesproject.org/). Its 
curriculums are designed to empower farm and 
ranch women to be better farm business 
managers, enhance conservation practices and 
agricultural sustainability, contribute to their 
rural communities, and be a positive influence 
on family decision-making. The MTT curriculum 
provides participants with the tools and 
resources to help begin the process of farm 
transitioning to the next generation and/or to 
an appropriate farm business ownership. 
 

Participants will learn about business, estate, 
retirement, and succession planning from area 
professionals and subject matter specialists, 
most of whom serve agricultural clientele in 
their respective communities. Pertinent 
discussions accompany presentations including 
follow-up activities for family members to 
address at home. 
 

This program is sponsored by Cornell 
Cooperative Extension, and supported in part by 
the Northeast Extension Risk Management 
Education Center, the USDA National Institute of 
Food and Agriculture (NIFA) award number  
2012-49200-20031, CoBANK, Farm Credit East, 
New York FarmNet, NYS Agricultural Mediation 
Center, NYS Workforce Development Institute, 
and New York Agri-Women, Inc. 
 

To register or for more information please 
contact Peggy Murray at 315 376-5270 or 
mlm40@cornell.edu. 

ffective 12/31/2015 the minimum wage will 
increase from $8.75/hr. to $9.00/hr. New posters 
are not yet available, but when they are you can 

find  them at New York State Department of Labor at 
http://www.labor.ny.gov/workerprotection/
laborstandards/workprot/minwage.shtm .  
 
We will also have a copy in our newsletter when it 
becomes available.  All employers must post the minimum 
wage poster in a conspicuous place where all employees 
can see it.  If you have any questions please don’t hesitate 
to give me a call at 315-376-5270. 

E 

Minimum Wage Increase Farm Transition Planning for Women 

Managing for Today and Tomorrow 

N 

http://www.anniesproject.org/
mailto:mlm40@cornell.edu
http://www.labor.ny.gov/workerprotection/laborstandards/workprot/minwage.shtm
http://www.labor.ny.gov/workerprotection/laborstandards/workprot/minwage.shtm


 

16 



 

17 

 

Manure Applicator Training 
Thursday, December 10, 2015 

1:00 p.m. -  3:00 p.m. 

Italian - American Civic Association 

192 Bellew Avenue 

Watertown 

Farm and name of attendees will be needed with your RSVP. 

RSVP by December 7, 2015 

Jefferson County Soil and Water Conversation District  

315-782-2749 

Cornell Pro-Dairy’s Karl Czymmek will 

provide an informative and interactive 

presentation for manure applicators—

both farm employees and custom 

haulers.  
  

Topics to include: 

 How to minimize the farm’s 

environmental risk while 

spreading manure 

 Extreme weather conditions 

 Shallow soils 

 Karst topography 
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his month’s meet your farmer is milk hauler N&K 
Parks Corporation in  Watertown. Though not 
technically a farmer, from the dairy farmer’s 

perspective, milk haulers often represent the only regular 
contact that they have with the organizations that market 
or buy their milk. Parks Corporation is contracted by two of 
the largest milk processors and marketers here in the 
Northeast to pick up and deliver their members’ milk to 
different processing facilities around the state and beyond. 
They have a list of over 100 farms to pick up every other 
day. 
  
Dairy Farmers of America and Agri-Mark, two farmer-
owned cooperatives, call once a week to set up a schedule 
of how much milk is needed. Parks Corporation keeps the 
cooperatives apprised of how much milk is out there on the 
farms they service in Jefferson, Lewis, Oswego, Oneida, and 
Madison counties. The milk is then balanced to meet the 
needs of the many milk manufacturing plants here in the 
Northeast. On any given day the milk could go to Chobani 

or Fage yogurt plants, Hood plants in Oneida, or Great Lakes 
Cheese in Adams. 
 
I had the opportunity to ride with Dave Hamilton on his 
route of 10 farms. Dave is a 43- year veteran in the milk 
hauling business and has observed that “dairies have greatly 
improved quality, facilities, and management” in his time in 
the business. He travels to many farms in the course of a 
week. On this day Dave only had one route but on alternate 
days he’ll have two routes.   
 
In addition to transporting milk from farm to plant, haulers 
perform many important duties that add to the safety and 
value of dairy products. As well as being some of the best 
tractor trailer drivers on the road today, milk haulers also 
have to be licensed by NYS Agriculture and Markets. Being an 
excellent driver may not be trivial looking at some of the 
driveways that Dave negotiated with his tractor and trailer. 
 
  

T 

Meet Your Farmers 

By Ron Kuck, Dairy and Livestock Educator  

Cornell Cooperative Extension of  

Jefferson County 
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At the farm, the hauler checks the temperature (milk should 
be below 45° F, and ideally, between 34° F and 36° F), smells 
for off odors, visually inspects and reads the bulk tank 
measuring stick, and records the volume. He also takes a 
small sample bottle of each farm’s milk complete with bar 
code label. The samples will undergo a series of tests at the 
processing facility’s laboratory to determine the percentage 
of milk components, (butterfat and protein), the somatic cell 
count per milliliter (SCC), the freezing point, and bacterial 
content of the sample. More importantly, the sample is 
tested to determine if there are any antibiotics present in the 
milk.  A positive antibiotic test automatically leads to 
rejection of the entire trailer (68,000 pounds) of milk and the 
dairy farm is financially responsible for the whole load. Dave 
said he has only had three loads rejected in his entire career. 
Clearly, dairy farmers are doing an excellent job and the 
sampling of each farmer's milk is extremely important. Dave 
and all milk haulers must be trained in correct sampling 
procedures, be familiar with food safety regulations and 
sanitary standards, as well as ability in weights and measures. 
Dave said he has to undergo training and re-licensing every 
six months with NYS Agriculture and Markets as well as 
keeping his CDL-A driver’s license. 
 
N&K Parks Corporation was started by Kenny Park’s 
grandfather in 1939 when milk was still put in station cans 
and then delivered to the local cheese plant or put on a train 
to New York City. The advent of the bulk tank is a more 
sanitary method for moving raw milk, causing Parks 
Corporation  to purchase their first transport truck in 1956. 
Today Parks Corporation owns 10 trucks and trailers with 14 
employees.  
 
N&K Parks Corporation and their employees are dedicated to 
their dairy farmers and are crucial to the prosperity of the 
milk industry. 

FACTS: 
Today’s bulk milk tankers hold 68,000 pounds or 7,905 gallons of milk. 

 
  *(the quantity of milk used to produce one pound of each product depends primarily upon milkfat and protein of the milk. 

Source: USDA) 

TO MAKE ONE POUND OF: REQUIRES* 

Butter 21.2 pounds whole milk 

Cheddar Cheese 10.0 pounds whole milk 

Ice Cream 12.0 pounds whole milk 

Cottage Cheese 6.25 pounds skim milk 

Plain Yogurt or Greek Yogurt 1.00 pound or 3 pounds whole milk 
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Hello, NY Farmers! 
 

I’m reaching out to let you know that MeatSuite.com has 
expanded to your county. MeatSuite.com is a free online 
directory of regional livestock farms selling meat in bulk 
quantities. MeatSuite is a project of Cornell Cooperative 
Extension. This expansion of the site is funded by the New 
York Farm Viability Institute.  
 

MeatSuite started in 2012 in nine counties and now 16 
more counties, including yours, are joining.  MeatSuite is 
designed to increase freezer trade sales of local meat by 
connecting farms with consumers. Farms can create 
profiles featuring contact information, prices, 
photographs, and descriptions of products, practices, and 
more. Consumers visit the site to search for farms that 
match their buying preferences.  
 

MeatSuite is FREE for farms and consumers. Creating a 
MeatSuite profile is an easy way to reach new potential 
customers and expand your farm’s online presence. 
MeatSuite offers you an opportunity to explain to 
consumers why your farm is unique.  
 

While we cannot guarantee that MeatSuite will generate 
sales for you, we encourage you to take a few minutes to 
join. It’s easy, fast, and free, and the more farms that join, 
the more consumers will see MeatSuite as a great 
shopping resource. 
 

Your local Cornell Cooperative Extension has all of the  
information you need to create a profile.  

 

Contact Kaitlyn Lawrence at Cornell Cooperative Extension 
of Jefferson County at (315) 788- 8450 ext.324 or email 

kml264@cornell.edu, or Mellissa Spence at Cornell 
Cooperative Extension of Lewis County at (315) 376-5274 or 
mms427@cornell.edu. Questions may also be emailed to 
contact@meatsuite.com. 

NORTHERN NEW YORK 

FARMER’S MARKETING CO-OP   
RT. 26, LOWVILLE, NY                                                         

 

NNY IS THE ONLY NEW YORK STATE               

LIVESTOCK MARKET OWNED AND OPERATED 

BY LOCAL FARMERS. 
 

AUCTION EVERY MONDAY AND THURSDAY AT 

2:00 P.M. CALVES FOLLOWED BY DAIRY, MISC. 

THEN BEEF. DAIRY CONSIGNMENT AUCTION 

SECOND WEDNESDAY OF EACH MONTH. 

COMPLETE FARM DISPERSAL SERVICE 

AVAILABLE ON YOUR FARM OR AT OUR 

AUCTION FACILITY. 
 

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS OR NEED TO     

ARRANGE TRUCKING TO NNY, THEN CONTACT 

THE MARKET. 

PRESIDENT: DARRYL ROGGIE                                                 

VICE  

PRESIDENT: DAN O’BRIEN              

TREASURER: PAUL WAITE              

SECRETARY: MIKE SULLIVAN  

MARKET                  

MANAGER                    

& AUCTIONEER         

TED SIMMONS     

376-7441 

 

 

 

By Matt LeRoux,  Agriculture Marketing Specialist  

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Tompkins County  

 

 

mailto:kml264@cornell.edu
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December 8, 2015 
 

7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
 

For more information contact Kaitlyn Lawrence 

315-788-8450 or kml264@cornell.edu. 

 

Join us at Cornell Cooperative Extension of Jefferson County for a… 
 

Summary of the Federal Meat, Poultry, and Egg Inspection Acts 

by Paul Brinig, USDA 
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Ag Weather Tool 

 

Cost:  FREE 

 

Delivers: 

 GPS roaming alerts 

 Top rated forecasts 

 Interactive weather displays 

 Unique Ag commentary 

 

This app helps farming producers in a number 

of ways, such as improved operational 

planning with highly specific, farm-level 

forecasts. The app also gives users advance 

notice to weather risks, so never be caught in 

poor weather again!  

 

Winter Maple School 
 

Saturday, January 23, 2016 
 

                              9:00 a.m. - 2:35 p.m. 
 

Cost is $15.00 by January 20, 2016 or $20.00 at 

the door.   
 

 

Beginner Maple School  
 

Friday, January 22, 2016 
 

       6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.  

Cost is $5.00 per person payable at the door.   

The program will cover the basics for small and 

new maple producers. 

 

Both Classes will be held at: 
 

American Maple Museum 

9756 State Route 812 (Main St.)  

Croghan, New York. 

Call Michele Ledoux at 315-376-5270 to 

register or for more information. 
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For Farmers only: To place a free classified advertisement in CCE’s Ag Classifieds, please fill out this form and mail to: Lori Robinson at 

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Jefferson County, 203 North Hamilton Street, Watertown, NY, 13601. Or , you may email your  ad to Lori 

Robinson at lmr92@cornell.edu.   Please provide all information requested below. Unless specified, your  ad will run one time only, in the 

next monthly publication. Additional ads may be written on another sheet of paper. Please limit each ad to 25 words or less and include your contact 

info. Deadline for submitting ad(s) is the second Monday of the month for the following month’s publication.  
 

NAME:__________________________________________________         FARM NAME:  _______________________________________ 
 

ADDRESS: _____________________________________________            CITY: ____________________________           ZIP:  _____________ 
 

PHONE:  ____________________________              AD SECTION:_________________                  MONTH(S) TO RUN AD:  _____________ 
 

AD:  _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

AD:  _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Cornell Cooperative Extension Associations of Jefferson and Lewis Counties reserve the right to reject any advertisement deemed unsuitable for our publication. 

Cornell Cooperative Extension Associations of Jefferson and Lewis Counties do not endorse any advertised product or business. We are providing an informational service only. 

FOR SALE: : KORY running gear  

model 6672 (6 ton) no decks, several 

to choose from.  Call 315-482-9092 

FOR SALE: 3 PATZ barn cleaner 

units, 1 PATZ silio unloader, 20’ 

Vatme. L silo unloader, 1 grain bin, 

plus 20’ silo bands and silo blks. Call  

315-777-7631 

 

FOR SALE: Brand new 3 PTH bale 

spear $220, (2) small round feeders for 

sheep $25 each (hold 2 square bales) 

Call 315-232-2087 

CCE of Jefferson and Lewis Counties reserve the right to reject 
any advertisement deemed unsuitable for our publication. 
 
CCE of Jefferson and Lewis Counties do not endorse any 
advertised product or business—we are providing an 
informational service only. 

How to Advertise in CCE’s Ag 
Classifieds 

Farmers: Advertising in CCE’s Ag 

Classifieds is FREE for farmers. To place an 

advertisement,  fill out the “For Farmers only” 

form in this publication or email to Lori 

Robinson at lmr92@cornell.edu by the 

second Monday of the month before you 

want your ad to appear. Publication is the 

first week of every month. 
 

Fine Print: To qualify for free advertising, 

you must meet all of the following criteria: 

 You must own, rent, or be employed on a 

farm. 

 Your farm must be actively engaged in the 

production of agricultural commodities, 

such as milk, meat, eggs, produce, animal 

by-products, or feed, etc. 

 Your goods must relate to farming. 
 

Anyone wishing to purchase a larger display 

ad in the newsletter, should call Kris 

Panowicz at (315) 376-5270 for more 

information. (All income generated from the 

sale of ads goes to publication and mailing 

costs). 

FOR SALE: 241 Acres, 12 Stall 

Stable w/riding area, Barn, 

outbuildings & 5 bed/3 full bath stone 

home. Tillable & Pasture, 50+acres of 

ready standing timber, large pond w/

stream. Nice property. Quick Closing- 

Call Rebecca 315-486-0378  

Farm Machinery,  
Equipment, and Supplies 

Farms for Sale Livestock 

BEEF FOR SALE:  Wholesome 

home-raised beef for the freezer.  Sold 

by hanging weight (pound, half or 

quarter)  For more info call Rick  at 

315-348-8184.   

Happy  

Holidays 
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DATE PROGRAM CONTACT 

December 1, 2015 
6:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 

Sheep and Goat Week 
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Jefferson County 
See page 7 for details. 

Ron Kuck 315-788-8450 
rak76@cornell.edu 

December 5, 2015 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Cornell Hops Conference NeHA Annual Meeting 
Morrisville State College 

Mellissa Spence 315-376-5270 
mms427@cornell.edu 

December 8, 2015 
7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 

Summary of the Federal Meat, Poultry and Egg  
Inspection Acts 
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Jefferson County 
See page 21 for more information. 

Kaitlyn Lawrence 315-788-8450 
kml264@cornell.edu 

December 9, 2015 
5:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 

Making the Most of Your High Tunnel 
Elk’s Lodge, Carthage 
See page 11 for more information. 

Amy Ivy 518-570-5991 
adi2@cornell.edu 

December 10, 2015 
1:00p.m. - 3:00 p.m.  

Manure Applicator Training 
Italian - American Civic Association, Watertown 

Jefferson County Soil and Water 
Conservation District 
315-782-2749 

January 12 & 20, 2016 
10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

Cow Comfort, Welfare and the Public 
Farm Credit East, Burrville 
See page 10 for more information. 

Ron Kuck 315-788-8450 
rak76@cornell.edu 
Mellissa Spence 315-376-5270 
mms427@cornell.edu 

January 27 - February 24, 
2016 (Wednesdays) 
10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

Farming for Today and Tomorrow: a Farm  
Succession Program for Women 
Farm Credit East, Burrville 
See page 15 for more information.  

Peggy Murray 315-788-8450 
mlm40@cornell.edu 

February 16, 2016 
10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.  
 

Reducing the Risk of Antibiotic Residues on Your Dairy  
Operation 
Ramada Inn, Watertown 
See page 16 for more information. 

Ron Kuck 315-788-8450 
rak76@cornell.edu 
Mellissa Spence 315-376-5270 
mms427@cornell.edu 
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