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Agriculture	and	Life	Sciences	Building	|	61	State	Street	|	Troy,	NY	12180	

The	information	in	this	publication	is	provided	for	educational	purposes	only.		Any	and	all	
advertisements	and	references	to	businesses,	producers,	products,	services	or	trade	names	is	made	
with	the	understanding	that	no	endorsement	or	discrimination	is	implied	or	expressed	by	Cornell	
Cooperative	Extension.			

Cornell	Cooperative	Extension	of	Rensselaer	County	puts	
knowledge	to	work	in	pursuit	of	economic	vitality,	ecological	
sustainability,	and	social	well-being.	We	bring	local	experience	and	
research	based	solutions	together,	helping	Rensselaer	County	
families	and	communities	thrive	in	our	rapidly	changing	world.	
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Greetings	Friends	and	Supporters	of	Cooperative	Extension—		
	
It	is	hard	to	believe	how	fast	2015	has	2lown	by.		Much	like	any	other	year,	our	Association	
saw	our	fair	share	of	changes	and	strides	forward.		Our	Digital	Literacy	program	entered	
its	second	year	of	implementation.		We	welcomed	new	staff	to	increase	our	capacity	for	
programming,	entered	into	special	projects	and	broke	ground	on	much	needed	physical	
changes	to	our	facilities.				
	
Much	time	was	spent	re-assessing	our	agricultural	needs	for	education	in	our	county.		We	
had	a	very	successful	survey	conducted	that	provided	us	much	needed	data	to	map	out	the	
direction	of	our	Agriculture	Program.		This	survey	cemented	our	observations	that	the	
diversity	of	agriculture	in	our	county	indeed	is	varied	and	deep.		Our	4-H	Youth	
Development	Program	from	community	clubs	and	afterschool	programs	to	school	
enrichment	continued	to	be	high	quality	and	impactful,	focusing	on	S.T.E.M.,	Healthy	
Lifestyles	and	Community	Service.		Our	Horticulture	Program	raised	the	bar	for	
community	classes,	educational	messaging	and	being	a	resource	for	our	county	gardeners	
and	horticulture	enterprises.		Family	and	Consumer	Science	efforts	continue	to	change	
lives	through	EFNEP,	Primary	Lead	Prevention,	Eat	Smart	New	York	and	Community	
Nutrition	offerings.		Making	homes	safer	and	guiding		families	to	smarter	eating	decisions	
helps	increase	the	health	I.Q.	of	our	entire	community.	
	
It	is	estimated	that	collectively	our	programs	reached	5596	households,	farmers,	
producers	or	residents.		Please	know	you	are	all	invited	to	reach	out	to	me	should	you	
have	any	needs	or	ideas	that	Cornell	Cooperative	Extension	may	be	able	to	serve.		I	thank	
Rensselaer	County	for	providing	our	base	funding	which	allows	us	to	leverage	other	
funding	and	projects	to	enhance	our	community.		Finally,	I	thank	you	all,	from	staff	to	
volunteers	and	program	participants	for	getting	involved	and	supporting	our	Association.		
I	look	forward	to	2016	and	aim	to	make	it	an	even	better	year!	
	
	 	 	
	 	 Sincerely,	Bernadine	“Bernie”	Wiesen,	Executive	Director	

Public Funding Partners 
 

County of Rensselaer—Honorable	Kathleen	Jimino	County	Executive;	Stanley	Brownell		

County	Legislature	Chairman;	

Cornell University—Dr.	Christopher	Watkins,	Director,	Cornell	University	Cooperative	

Extension	

USDA—National Institute of Food and Agriculture (NIFA)—Dr.	Sonny	Ramaswany,		

Director	

2015 Fiscal Support 
County	|	$436,160	

Federal	|	$118,922	

Grants	and	Contracts	|	$312,581	

State	|	$86,033	
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Cornell	Cooperative	Extension	is	an	employer	and	educator	
recognized	for	valuing	AA/EEO,	Protected	Veterans,	and	
Individuals	with	Disabilities	and	provides	equal	program	and	
employment	opportunities.	

facebook.com/ccerensselaer	 youtube.com/user/ccerensselaer	

blogs.cornell.edu/agnewscenter	

Visit the new and 

improved 

ccerensselaer.org 

on your computer, 

tablet, or 

smartphone. 

Or	add	us	to	your	social	media	feeds—	
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Digital literacy 
Digital	Literacy	at	CCE	
Rensselaer	has	grown	
considerably	in	the	last	year.	
In	that	time,	digital	literacy	
programming	spanning	
topics	from	computer	basics	
and	online	safety	to	video	
chat,	online	searching,	and	
Google	maps	has	reached	
over	three	hundred	
participants	across	three	
counties	and	nine	libraries.	
While	programming	has	
been	successful	and	
continues	to	gain	
momentum,	digital	literacy	
has	also	fostered	
advancements	and	
improvements	within	other	
operational	areas	of	CCE,	
including	a	robust	
multimedia	program	and	the	
transitioning	of	the	large	
education	room	to	a	wireless	
and	device-friendly	smart	
classroom.			
	
In	February,	CCE	partnered	
with	the	Grafton	Community	
Library	and	Rensselaer	
County	One-Stop	to	provide	
tech-centric	workforce	
development	training	during	
a	four-month	period.	The	
program	targeted	the	needs	

of	adult	learners	re-entering	
the	workforce	by	helping	
them	navigate	online	job	
sites	and	resume	software,	
and	preparing	them	for	
distance	job	interviews	via	
Skype.		
	
In	September,	CCE	partnered	
with	the	Greenwich	Free	
Library	to	offer	Web	
School—topic–	and	task-
oriented	computer	classes	
which	take	place	every	
Monday	evening.	Topics	
include	using	the	web	to	2ind	
information	on	DIY	projects,	
recipes,	and	2itness	tips,	as	
well	as	online	shopping,	
mapping,	and	exploring.		
	
The	Ballston	Senior	
Connection	ran	from	April	to	
August,	reaching	over	100	
capital	region	seniors	
interested	in	learning	how	to	
improve	and	enhance	daily	
tasks	with	the	use	of	an	iPad.	
Topics	included	mastering	
the	app	store,		using	
medication	reminders,	recipe	
managers,	and	calendar	
apps,	as	well	as	managing	
digital	photos	and	using	
Facebook	and	e-mail.		

An	important	part	of	digital	
literacy	at	CCE	Rensselaer	
has	been	the	move	toward	
increasingly	mobile-friendly	
and	all	around	tech-friendly	
methods	of	instruction	and	
program	delivery.	The	
beginning	of	the	year	saw	
our	move	to	a	new	statewide	
website	platform	complete	
with	an	updated	look	and	a	
responsive	design.	Since	the	
change,	website	visits	are	up,	
especially	on	mobile	devices.	
Current	efforts	to	convert	the	
large	education	room	in	the	
CCE	of2ice	to	a	smart	
classroom	are	off	to	an	
auspicious	start,	with	the	
addition	of	new	projection	
technology	and	with	it,	the	
ability	to	cast	wirelessly	from	
any	laptop,	tablet,	or	
smartphone	to	a	new	100-
inch	projector	screen.	The	
setup	is	designed	to	
accommodate	the	many	
teaching	styles	at	work	
across	extension,	and	the	
potential	for	exciting	new	
programming	is	signi2icant.		
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BBBBooooaaaarrrrdddd    ooooffff    ddddiiiirrrreeeeccccttttoooorrrrssss    

PPPPrrrrooooggggrrrraaaammmm    ddddeeeevvvveeeellllooooppppmmmmeeeennnntttt    ccccoooommmmmmmmiiiitttttttteeeeeeeessss    

Don	Maurer	(President),	Troy	
Christopher	Roblin	(Vice	President),	

Averill	Park	
Tina	Rose-Turriglio	(Secretary),	Valley	

Falls	
Eric	Sheffer	(Treasurer),	Hoosick	Falls	
Stephen	Pechenik	(County	Executive	

Representative)	
Lester	Goodermote	(County	Legislator	

Representative)	
Danielle	Hautaniemi	(Cornell	

Cooperative	Extension	Specialist	)	

Mike	Angley,	Stephentown	
Sue	Boleski,	Schaghticoke	
Ken	Johnson,	Castleton	

Joanne	Tilley,	Hoosick	Falls	
David	Fleming,	Jr.,	Averill	Park	
Bruce	Church,	Hoosick	Falls	

Kate	Tubbs,	Troy	
Jessica	Yonally,	East	Greenbush	
Shannon	Mason,	Johnsonville	

Ed	LeMay,	Troy	
John	Stancliffe,	Troy	

Agriculture 

Gerald	Bornt	
Kristine	Brock	
Larry	Eckhardt	

David	Fleming,	Jr.	
Ben	Luskin	

Michael	Sargood	
Eric	Sheffer	

Family & Consumer 

Science 

Molly	Chatt	
Marie	Heller	

Shannon	Mason	
Sue	McAvoy	

Jennifer	Mahoney	
Colleen	Pidgeon	
Jessica	Yonally	

Horticulture 

David	Becker	
Judy	Brown	
Ed	LeMay	

Nancy	O’Donnell	
Nina	Pattison	
John	Stancliffe	

Irving	Stephens 
4-H  

Bruce	Church	
Stacy	Film	

Mary	Haynes	
Cathy	Kilby	

Tami	Seaman	
Laura	Sicko	
Kate	Tubbs	

Jennifer	and	Rebecca	Rem	
Dan	Wrenn	

CCCCcccceeee    ssssttttaaaaffffffff    

Chuck	Bornt	
Kevin	Besler	

Teresa	Rusinek	
Amy	Ivy	

Crystal	Stewart	
Maire	Ullrich	

Laura	McDermott	
Dan	Donahue	
Jim	O’Connell	

Anna	Wallis	
John-Erik	Kocho-

Schellenberg	
Jesse	Strzok	

Robert	Weybright	
Marcie	Vohnoutka	

Sarah	Rohwer	
Anne	Mills	

Lindsey	Pashow	

Alana	Brandon,	4-H	Youth	Development	
Leland	Bunting,	4-H	Youth	Development	

Felisha	Chandler,	Nutrition	
David	Chinery,	Horticulture	

Tarasha	Darden-McKoy,	Lead	Prevention	
Kandis	Freer,	4-H	Youth	Development	

Al	Kleinberger,	Lead	Prevention	
Sarah	McFadden,	Digital	Literacy	

Kim	Mullen,	Nutrition	

Casey	Pendergast,	4-H	Youth	Development	
Margery	Reilly,	Administrative	Assistant	

Sharon	Remillard,	Finance	Manager	
Bruce	Robertson,	Nutrition	

Marcie	Vohnoutka,	Administrative	
Assistant	

Bernadine	Wiesen,	Executive	Director	
	

Eastern NY Commercial 

Horticulture Team 
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AgricultureAgricultureAgricultureAgriculture    

agriculture 
Agriculture	is	essential	to	
Rensselaer	County’s	
economic	well	being	and	
picturesque	open	spaces.		
This	year	has	been	a	time	
of	assessment	as	we	found	
our	Association		to	be	in	a	
prime	place	to	take	stock	
in	our	Agriculture	
program	while	continuing	
to	serve	our	farmers.			
	
Early	in	the	year	we	sent	
out	a	comprehensive	
survey	as	a	major	step	
toward	scanning	our	
environment	to	determine	
our	agricultural	needs.		
There	were	418	surveys	
mailed	out,	what	we	
gleaned	from	the	surveys	
con2irmed	our	
observations.		The	wide	
and	diverse	nature	of	our	
agricultural	industry	is	
growing.		This	information	
challenged	CCE	to	develop	
a	plan	to	better	meet	the	
wide	range	of	needs.		

There	were	11	agricultural	
segments	included	in	the	
survey	ranging	from	soils	
and	woodlot	management	
to	ag	business	and	
livestock.			Needless	to	say,	
there	were	several	
agricultural	segments	that	
yielded	particularly	high	
need.		Although	worth	
noting,	all	agriculture	
segments	on	the	survey	
received	signi2icant	
responses	of	need.				
	
Our	Ag	Informer	blog	was	
a	key	means	for	imparting	
information	and	
knowledge	to	our	county	
farmers.		The	Ag	Informer	
was	updated	periodically	
throughout	the	year	and	
shared	production	
information,	workshop	
postings	and	unique	
opportunities	such	as	the	
New	York	State	Mesonet	
Weather	Observing	
Station	site	searches.		This	

has	proven	to	be	an	
effective	but	not	exclusive	
means	for	reaching	our	
farmers.	
Rensselaer	County	was	
fortunate	to	be	able	to	
experience	a	few	Capital	
Area	Agriculture	and	
Horticulture	Programs	in	
our	county.		These	
specialized	trainings	
attracted	high	pro2ile	
experts	in	their	2ields.		
Additionally,	tying	in	
nicely	with	our	survey,	a	
forestry	management	
workshop	was	held	in	the	
heart	of	our	county	which	
attracted	several	woodlot	
owners.		The	day	to	day	
availability	of		agriculture	
expertise		saw	it’s	share	of	
wide		reaching		questions	
from	concerns	over	the	
avian		2lu	to	hay	
production	and	farm	
startup	questions	as	just	a	
few	examples.					
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4444----HHHH    YYYYoooouuuutttthhhh    DDDDeeeevvvveeeellllooooppppmmmmeeeennnntttt    The	Capital	Region	Eat	
Smart	New	York	Program	
has	launched	a	social	
media	“Nourish	Your	
Neighbors”	healthy	food	
drive	campaign	across	
the	Capital	District.		Food	
pantries,	schools,	and	
churches	will	be	given	the	
opportunity	to	promote	
healthier	food	donations	
within	their	communities	
via	a	food	drive.		Each	
agency	will	receive	
posters,	2lyers,	shopping	
lists,	and	imprinted	
plastic	food	drive	bags	
upon	request.		The	goal	is	
to	encourage	members	of	
the	community	to	donate	
healthier	food	items	
within	each	food	group.		
This	will	provide	
healthier	food	options	for	
patrons	to	choose	while	
visiting	their	local	food	
pantry.		Agencies	will	be	
assessed	to	determine	if	
the	number	of	healthy	
food	products	has	
increased	in	comparison	
to	previous	food	drives	in	
their	community.		The	
expectation	will	be	for	

patrons	to	have	more	
access	to	healthier	food	
options,	thereby	reducing	
the	incidence	of	chronic	
disease	and	improving	
their	overall	health	and	
well-being.		
 

 

Despite the continued 

presence of lead in the 

environment, lead 

poisoning is entirely 

preventable. To increase 

awareness of childhood 

lead poisoning prevention, 

the Rensselaer County 

Health Department and 

Cornell Cooperative 

Extension of Rensselaer 

County are providing free 

in home lead assessments 

in the following zip codes 

of 12180,12182 (City of 

Troy) and 12144 (city of 

Rensselaer). 

 

In an effort to educate the 

public about ways to 

prevent children from 

becoming lead poisoned 

the Cornell Cooperative 

Extension of Rensselaer 

County Lead Staff 

provided educational food 

demonstrations at the 

Rensselaer County Fair of 

recipes that were high in 

iron, calcium and vitamin 

C.  These three nutrients; 

(calcium, vitamin C and 

iron) help to reduce a 

child’s blood lead level.  

 

Additionally, Fair goers 

were able to pick up house 

puzzles that exhibited 

thirteen different lead 

hazards that can be found 

in homes. The house 

puzzles gave information 

on tips for keeping your 

child lead-safe. 

 

This year's National Lead 

Poisoning Prevention 

Week theme, "Lead-Free 

Kids for a Healthy Future," 

also stressed the 

importance of testing your 

home, testing your child, 

and learning how to 

prevent lead poisoning’s 

serious health effects.  
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Family and Consumer ScienceFamily and Consumer ScienceFamily and Consumer ScienceFamily and Consumer Science    
Family & consumer science 
Cornell	Cooperative	
Extension	continued	to	
educate	low-income	
residents	of	Rensselaer	
County	on	healthy	food	
purchase	and	preparation	
choices.	For	the	year	
beginning	October	1,	
2014,	105	citizens	
enrolled	in	the	“Expanded	
Food	and	Nutrition	
Program”	(EFNEP.)	Of	the	
total	graduates,	93.6%	
reported	a	change	in	
dietary	habits	~	increased	
consumption	of	fruits,	
vegetables,	and	grains.	
Additionally,	four	youth	
groups	participated	in	
EFNEP	lessons,	with	52	
children	completing	the	
program,	giving	an	89%	
graduation	rate.	During	
the	week	of	the	2015	
Schaghticoke	Fair,	21,344	
attendees	viewed	our	
display,	and,	during	the	
past	year,	EFNEP	also	
reached	295	people	
during	“one-time”	events	
such	as	the	“live”	cooking	
demonstrations	and	
displays	at	the	Fair	and		
two	Ag-Day	events	for	
school	children	held	at	the	
Swartz	Farm	in	Castleton	
and	Fogarty	Dairy	Farm	in	
Melrose.		
	
Cornell	Cooperative	
Extension	continued	its	
“Community	Nutrition	
Program”	outreach	with	
an	evening	lecture	and	

discussion	on	“Genetically	
Modi2ied	
Organisms”	(GMOs.)	A	
capacity	crowd	attended	
the	event	led	by	noted	
research	scientist	Dr.	
Margaret	Smith	of	Cornell	
University.	The	
Community	Nutrition	
Program	also	began	a	
monthly	series	of	“food	
preservation”	workshops	
designed	to	teach	
participants	skills	in	
canning,	freezing,	drying,	
pickling,	and	other	
methods	of	preserving	
fruits,	vegetables,	and	
meats.		
	
The	Capital	Region	Eat	
Smart	New	York	Program	
offers	free	nutrition	
workshops	to	agencies	
that	provide	services	to	
low-income	adults	and	
youth.		This	program	is	
also	offered	to	schools	
that	provide	at	least	60%	
free	or	reduced	lunch	to	
their	students.		This	past	
year,	120	nutrition	classes	
were	taught	in	Rensselaer	
County	elementary	
schools	reaching	
approximately	450	
students.		Class	topics	
included:		consuming	
more	fruits	and	
vegetables;	drinking	fewer	
sweetened	beverages;	the	
importance	of	calcium	and	
drinking	more	low-fat	
milk;	consuming	healthier	

snacks;	increasing	
physical	activity;	and	
learning	why	breakfast	is	
the	most	important	meal	
of	the	day.		At	the	end	of	
the	series	approximately	
95%	of	the	students	
reported	trying	a	new	
fruit	or	vegetable;	80%	of	
students	reported	
drinking	fewer	sweetened	
beverages;	80%	of	the	
students	reported	
consuming	more	servings	
of	foods	containing	
calcium;	95%	of	the	
students	reported	that	
their	parents	packed	them	
a	healthier	snack;	80%	of	
the	students	said	they	
asked	their	parents	to	buy	
a	low	sugar	cereal	and	ate	
it	for	breakfast	instead	of	
the	high	sugar	cereal	they	
normally	ate;	and	90%	of	
the	students	said	they	
exercised	longer	each	day.	
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                        Horticulture 

A	full	slate	of	Summer	
Programs	was	held	at	the	
Demonstration	Garden,	
located	at	the	Robert	C.	
Parker	School	in	North	
Greenbush.		These	events	
were	held	from	7	to	8	pm	
weekday	evenings	and	were	
free	to	the	public.		Master	
Gardener	Marthanne	Linacre	
kicked	off	the	series	with	her	
presentation	“What	You	
Need	To	Know	About	Ticks”	
on	June	23	with	23	people	in	
attendance.		On	June	30,	
Master	Gardener	Doug	Pratt	
answered	the	question	
“What’s	The	Deal	With	
Grafted	Tomatoes?”	and	had	
10	people	attend.		Master	
Gardener	Barbara	Nuffer	
gave	a	hands-on	
demonstration	entitled	
“Perennial	Plant	Propagation	
–	New	Plants	From	Old”	on	
July	2	with	35	in	the	
audience.		On	July	28,	Master	
Gardener	Cathy	Town	
educated	33	participants	on	

weed	identi2ication,	
complete	with	live	
specimens.		And	on	August	
27,	Master	Gardener	Nancy	
Scott	provided	an	amusing	
review	of	“Growing	Garlic	
and	Other	Stinky	Things”	to	
30	people.		Many	thanks	to	
our	talented	Master	
Gardener	presenters!	
	
Spring	Garden	Day	was	held	
on	Saturday,	March	7	at	the	
Tamarac	High	School	and	
attracted	220	paid	attendees.		
Master	Gardeners	were	
speakers	for	many	of	the	
educational	sessions,	
coordinated	and	served	the	
coffee	and	lunch,	donated	
many	food	items,	raised	
funds	at	the	plant	sale	and	
pick-a-prize	auction,	
garnered	door	prizes,	and	
assisted	attendees	in	
innumerable	ways.		
$2,228.00	was	brought	in	
through	fundraising	
in	addition	to	the	

admission	receipts.		
Attendee	evaluations	
showed	very	positive	results.	
	
	Sixty-three	Master	Gardener	
volunteers	completed	their	
2014	Master	Gardener	
Service	Diary	reports.		
Master	Gardeners	gave	a	
total	of	3,235	volunteer	
hours	to	CCE	in	2014,	worth	
an	estimated	$72,949.25.		
Total	Master	Gardener	hours	
(which	includes	volunteer	
time	as	well	as	meetings	and	
education)	were	4,746	hours	
for	the	year.		Some	notable	
examples	of	volunteer	time	
were	303	hours	volunteered	
for	presentations	to	
community	groups,	592	
hours	answering	gardening	
questions	and	848	hours	
dedicated	to	community	
horticulture	projects.	

horticulture 
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4-h youth development 
In	the	2014-15	4-H	year	
we	reached	4,581	youth	
through	our	4-H	clubs,	
after	school	,	school	
enrichment		and	special	
interest	programs;	
focusing	on	STEM,	Healthy	
Living	,	or	Citizenship.			
4-H	changes	lives,	helping	
youth	to	become	
con2ident,	mature	adults	
ready	to	succeed	in	
today’s	challenging	world.	
Studies	show	that	youth	
participating	in	4-H	do	
better	in	school,	are	more	
motivated	to	help	others,	
feel	safe	to	try	new	things,	
and	develop	lasting	
friendships.	
In	the	2014-15	4-H	year,	
Rensselaer	County	had	
432	traditional	4-H	club	
members	meeting	
throughout	the	year.		
Citizenship	and	
Community	Service	
projects	are	a	critical	

component	of	our	clubs	
and	we	ask	our	4-H’ers	to	
“pledge	their	HANDS	to	
larger	service,”	to	give	
back	and	be	actively	
engaged	in	their	
community,	to	help	their	
family,	friends,	and	
neighbors;	to	be	grateful	
for	what	they	have;	and	to	
share	when	they	can.		If	
you	read	the	“Club	
Reports,”	in	the	Clover	
Chronicle	you	will	be	
amazed	at	the	interesting	
ways	our	youth	help	their	
community.		In	the	
September-	October	issue	
clubs	mentioned	they	
were	involved	in	many	
projects.		Teen	Council	
painted	Morrison	
Cemetery	Fence,	the	4-H	
Crafters	prepared	a	meal	
for	a	local	family	in	need,	
the	Green	Earthlings	
stocked	their	local	food	
pantry,	the	Trail	Blazers	

volunteered	at	the	
Regional	Food	Bank,	
sorted	personal	care	items	
and	cleaning	supplies	for	
distribution	sites,	and	
wore	a	silly	dog	suit	to	
advertise	for	an	Animal	
Adoption	Day.	While	these	
were	the	activities	that	
were	reported,	we	know	
lots	more	things	were	
going	on	in	our	4-H	clubs.		
4-H	citizenship	and	
community	service	
projects	allow	youth	and	
adults	to	work	together	to	
give	youth	the	skills	that	
will	allow	them	to	be	
leaders	of	tomorrow.						
Throughout	the	year	4-H	
youth	are	provided	a	
variety	of	opportunities	to	
aid	in	preparation	for	post	
high	school	education	and	
career	exploration.	It	is	a	
focus	of	award	trips	and	
many	of	our	annual	
program	offerings.			
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Through	these	
opportunities	youth	often	
get	hands-on	experiences	
with	skills	and	become	
familiar	with	the	
educational	requirements	
of	the	respective	career	
path.		This	past	year	we	
had	104	youth	participate	
in	career	readiness	
programs	in	the	areas	of	
Agribusiness,	Veterinary	
Science,	Mechanization	
and	Government	to	name	
a	few.		The	4-H	Youth	
Development	Program	
provides	strong	ties	to	
Cornell	University	and	
local	industry	and	
business.	Through	these	
ties	we	are	able	to	bene2it	
our	youth	members	by	
providing	opportunities	
to	interact	with	these	
institutions	in	a	hands-on	
learning	environment.	
	
GIMBe		(Generosity,	
Independence,	Mastery	
and	Belonging)	are	the	
essential	elements	we	

include	in	4-H	Youth	
Development	programs.		
With	the	ban	on	all	fowl	
competitions	at	the	Great	
New	York	State	Fair	and	
all	County	Fairs	to	
safeguard	against	the	
spread	of	Avian	Flu	we	
felt	we	needed	to	come	up	
with	a	way	our	youth	
raising	poultry,	including	
water	fowl,	had	a	way	to	
showcase	what	they	
learned	over	the	past	
year.		The	two	contests	
created	were	the	Wooden	
Poultry	Design	Contest	
and	the	Poultry	
Photography	Contest.	The	
Wooden	Poultry	Design	
Contest	encouraged	youth	
to	create	their	dream	bird	
or	to	create	a	more	
realistic	bird	and	the	
Poultry	Photography	
Contest	was	designed	to	
have	members	submit	
framed	photography	of	
their	birds	that	were	at	
home	due	to	the	

ban.		Over	40	youth	took	
part	in	these	competitions	
and	all	of	the	entries	were	
outstanding.		4-H	youth,	
volunteers	and	the	
general	public	gained	a	
better	understanding	
through	the	educational	
posters	and	conversations	
that	arose	in	the	Rabbit,	
Cavy	and	Poultry	building	
that	the	United	States	is	
experiencing	the	worst	
and	largest	animal	disease	
event	in	its	history	and	
the	importance	of	
biosecurity	and	the	
impact	biosecurity	has	on	
human	health,	animal	
health	and	our	economy.		
The	Rensselaer	County	
Legislature	heard	of	these	
efforts	and	were	excited	
to	fund	the	Wood	Chicken	
Contest	as	well	assisting	
with	judging	the	event.					


