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each month by Steve Miller, Hops Special-

ist and Sarah Ficken, Hops Program Assis-

tant, Madison County Cooperative          

Extension. Steve researches, writes, and 

finds articles that would be useful and  in-

teresting to the hops community. If you 

have questions regarding content or would 

like to contribute to this newsletter, please 

contact Sarah Ficken at sjs299@cornell.edu 
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Viability Institute.  

Building Strong and Vibrant 

New York Communities 
 

www.madisoncountycce.org 

www.northeasthopalliance.org 

Phone (315)684-3001 

Fax (315)684-9290 

 

Cornell Cooperative Extension in Madison 

County provides equal program and      

employment opportunities. CCE does not 

endorse or recommend any specific     

product or service. This newsletter is solely 

intended to educate consumers about their 

choices.  

Annual Hops Conference 2 

Farm Financing Options 3 

Grant opportunities for New Farmers 4-5 

Farm worker Protection Updates 6 

Sources for Hop Quality Testing 
We want your photos 
Classifieds 

7 

Upcoming Events 
Hop Conference Registration 
 

8 

Inside this issue: 

Hotel Accommodations: There are rooms 
blocked at the Wendt University Inn (315-824-
4400) under  “Hops Conference”.  Rooms are 
limited so book early! 
 
For additional accommodations, please check 
www.madisontourism.com and  
www.oneidacountytourism.com.   

Cornell Hops Conference & NeHA Annual Meeting 
Saturday, December 5, 2015  

8:00am-5:00pm 
Registration Opens at 7:30 

Morrisville State College 
Network with brewers, educators, hop growers, and prospective hop 

growers and learn the latest research at this annual conference and 

trade show.  

Register by November 23 
https://events.cornell.edu/event/cornell_hops_conference 

This event is brought to you by:   
US Department of Agriculture SCRI Grant 

NYS Department of Agriculture & Markets  

and NYS Farm Viability Institute Grant 

Events & Pricing 

Registration Fee NeHA Members ……$75 

Registration Fee Non-Members  ……..$85 

Friday Beer Pairing Dinner  ………………$45 

Saturday Post Conf. Happy Hour…….$15 

Saturday Beer Pairing Dinner….……..$30 

For more information about the conference contact: 

Steve Miller 315-684-3001x 127 or sgm6@cornell.edu 

Sarah Ficken  315-684-3001x 108 or sjs299@cornell.edu 

A complete 

schedule of 

conference tracks 

and speakers can 

be found on the 

next page 

http://www.madisontourism.com
http://www.oneidacountytourism.com
https://events.cornell.edu/event/cornell_hops_conference
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Main Conference 
 

Steve Miller, Cornell Coop. Extension Madison County 

 Welcome and Introduction 

Dr. Chris Nyberg, Morrisville State College 

 Morrisville College Brewing, Hops, Malt  

 Initiative 

Jessica Lyga, Cornell Center of Technology Licensing 

 New Hop Varieties: The What, When, Why and 

 How to Naming, Owning, and Selling 

Dr. Paul Matthews, Hopsteiner, S.S. Steiner Inc 

 Systems Biology for Hop Crop Improvement 

 

Tradeshow Break 

 

Kevin Riel, Double ‘R’ Hop Ranches, Inc.  

 Fertilizing, Irrigating, and Training your Hops 

 for Yield and Quality 

Tom Donohue, NYS Liquor Authority 

 Updates from the Governor’s Beverage Summit, 

 Farm Brewery Law, and Funding Opportunities 

 from Empire State Development 

Sheryl Ivanov,  Farm Service Agency 

 Funding opportunities for Farm Storage          

 Facilities within USDA, FSA 

 

Lunch / Tradeshow 

 

Thomas Barse, NeHA President 

 NeHA Annual Meeting 

Paul Matthews, Hopsteiner, S.S. Steiner Inc 

 The Clean Plan Newtork 

Dr. David Gadoury 

 Hop Powdery Mildew 

Dr. Rob Sirrine, Michigan State University Extension 

 Hop Production in Reemerging Growing        

 Regions: Lessons Learned and post-harvest    

 considerations 

 

Tradeshow Break 

 

Tim Weigle, Cornell Lake Erie Research & Ext. Lab 

 Hop Research at the CLEREL Lab 

Steve Miller, Cornell Coop. Extension Madison County 

 Plant Tissue Research for Hop Fertility       

 Practices 

Dr. Lily Calderwood, UVM Extension NW Crops and 

Soil Team 

 UVM Hop Research Update: IPM Strategies 

 

Beginning Grower Track 
This special track is geared to beginning growers and 

will run concurrently with the morning sessions of the 

main conference track 

 

Dave Combs, Cornell’s NYS Ag Experiment Station 

 Is Hopportunity Knocking? Getting a proper 

 start to growing hops 

Dietrich Gehring and Laura Ten Eyck, Helderberg Hop 

Farm and Indian Ladder Farmstead Brewery and Cidery 

Authors of “The Hop Grower’s Handbook” 

 Lessons Learned from Establishing a Small  Scale 

 Hop Yard 

 

Tradeshow Break 

 

Dr. Jason Townsend, Cornell Coop Extension of Madison 

County 

 Pest Management for Hops in the East 

Julian Post, UVM Extension NW Crops and Soil Team 

 Small Scale Hop Harvesters and Post-Harvest 

 Requirements 

Nathan L’Etoile,  Four Star Farms 

 Drying Hops for Quality at Four Star Farms 

 

Lunch / Tradeshow 
 

Brewer Track 
This special track is geared to brewers and will run 

concurrently with the afternoon session of the main 

conference track 

 

Rich Michaels, F.X. Matt Brewing Company 

 Water Quality for Brewing 

Tom Donohue, NYS Liquor Authority 

 Updates from the Governor’s Beverage Summit, 

 Farm Brewery Law, and Funding Opportunities 

 from Empire State Development 

 

Tradeshow Break 

 

Elizabeth Newbold, Cornell Coop. Extension of Yates 

County 

 Cornell’s 2015 Brewer Survey: Hops, Malt, and 

 Brewing” 

Jason Stone, Brewery Ommegang 

 Ommegang Hop Variety Trial 

 

 Happy Hour at the Colgate Inn begins at 5:30 p.m. Pre-registration Required 

Conference Registration begins at 7:30  a.m. Conference starts at 8:15 a.m.  
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Source: UMN extension 

 FSA Farm Storage Facility Loan Program now available for Hops and Barley 
The FSA Farm Storage Facility Loan Program provides low-interest financing for producers to build or up-

grade farm storage and handling facilities. The FSA is authorized to implement the program through USDA’s 

Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) For more information about the loan program see:  

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/frm_storage_facility_lns.pdf 

Sheryl Ivanov will be speaking about the Farm Storage Facility Loan Program at the Annual Conference 

 

FSA offers a number of loan programs for which hop growers and eligible. Check out  

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/stateoffapp?mystate=ny&area=home&subject=landing&topic=landing for  more 

information and to find your county FSA office 

Interested in learning more about funding sources including Loans/Financing and 

grants? Check out the Cornell Small Farms Program                                           

http://smallfarms.cornell.edu/resources/funding/ 

Lending Options for Hops Farmers  
 By Jennifer Farwell, Madison County Ag Economic Development Educator 

FarmStart: 

FarmStart is a program that was initiated by Farm Credit East to support beginning farmers and new coopera-

tives through their start up years by providing working capital investments of up to $50,000 to get their busi-

ness off the ground. The “investment” functions the same as an operating line of credit. It is intended to pro-

vide the critical last dollar of funding to overcome the timing mismatch that sometimes makes it difficult for 

true startup farming operations to generate working capital. Repayment of these funds can be up to five years.  

Eligibility for this program includes farmers and farm related service businesses, typically in their first three 

years of business. As a condition of these “investments”, each participant is provided with a Farm Credit Advi-

sor who is knowledgeable in financial management. The advisors stay in touch with the participants to help 

them navigate through their business plan. This program is excellent for the starting farmer that needs to show 

credit history and gain working capital to begin.  

For more information on FarmStart, please visit : https://www.farmcrediteast.com/Products-and-Services/

FarmStart.aspx 
 

Farm Loans: 

Private lending institutions can offer loan options that are competitive. Some banks are more farm friendly than 

others, such as Farm Credit East. Farm loans can typically be in three different forms: Operating loans, Capital 

Loans, and Real Property Loans. Operating and capital loans are typically secured with short term assets such 

as machinery, equipment, inventory, etc. Real Property loans are typically secured with the property itself.  Eli-

gibility includes full time and part time farmers, as well as farm related businesses.  

For more information on Farm Credit East loans: https://www.farmcrediteast.com/Products-and-Services/

LoansLeases.aspx 
 

Equipment Leases: 
Leases are beneficial due to their lower down payment requirement, as well as their potential tax benefits, de-

pending on tax planning for your existing business model.  Leases can be taken on machinery or new struc-

tures.  If a lease is right for your business, than Farm Credit Leasing offers that as an option. Leases offer dif-

ferent “buy out” plans at the end of the lease term to meet the needs of the farmer.  

Eligibility for this is a strong credit history and full or part time farm status, or a farm related business. 

For more information on leases, visit: https://www.farmcrediteast.com/Products-and-Services/

LoansLeases.aspx 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/frm_storage_facility_lns.pdf
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/stateoffapp?mystate=ny&area=home&subject=landing&topic=landing
http://smallfarms.cornell.edu/resources/funding/grants/
https://www.farmcrediteast.com/Products-and-Services/FarmStart.aspx
https://www.farmcrediteast.com/Products-and-Services/FarmStart.aspx
https://www.farmcrediteast.com/Products-and-Services/LoansLeases.aspx
https://www.farmcrediteast.com/Products-and-Services/LoansLeases.aspx
https://www.farmcrediteast.com/Products-and-Services/LoansLeases.aspx
https://www.farmcrediteast.com/Products-and-Services/LoansLeases.aspx
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New York State Young Farmers Loan Forgiveness Incentive Program 

 

Additionally, the New York State Young Farmers Loan Forgiveness Incentive Program, which encourages 

new college graduates to pursue farming careers in New York State, is now accepting applications for 2016. 

The Incentive Program, available through New York State Higher Education Services Corporation, provides 

loan forgiveness awards to individuals who obtain an undergraduate degree from an approved New York State 

college or university and agree to operate a farm in New York State, on a full-time basis, for five years. In its 

first year, funding was provided for up to 10 awards and all 10 awards were given to eligible farmers. 

 

The application for the New York State Young Farmers Loan Forgiveness Program is available online and the 

deadline for submission is December 1, 2015.  

 

Applicants Must: 

 Be legal residents of New York State; 

 be U.S. citizens or eligible noncitizens; 

 obtain an undergraduate degree from an approved 

NYS college or university; 

 have an outstanding balance on an eligible student 

loan debt(s); 

 apply for this Program within two years after grad-

uation; 

 operate a farm in NYS on a full time basis; 

 execute a service contract agreeing to operate a 

farm in New York State on a full time basis for at 

least five years; 

 not be in default on a student loan made under any NYS or federal education loan program or repayment of 

any NYS award; and be in compliance with the terms of any service condition imposed by a NYS award. 

 

How to Apply 

Complete and submit the New York State Young Farmers Loan Forgiveness Incentive Program Web Ap-

plication.  Web Applications must be submitted by December 1, 2015 to be considered for the award.  Be sure 

to print and sign the Web Application Confirmation, and submit it along with the required documentation ac-

cording to the instructions. 

 

Northeast SARE Farmer Grants 
Northeast SARE offers competitive grants to commercial farmers who want to try something new — a novel 

crop or marketing plan, a labor or quality-pf-life idea, pest control, production or environmental enhancements, 

or a wide range of other topics that will improve profits, enhance stewardship, and strengthen the position of 

the farm in the community.  

 

To learn who can apply, appropriate topics, and planning your proposal, check out this brief video: 

http://www.nesare.org/Dig-Deeper/Grant-Workshop-PowerPoints-and-Webinars/Farmer-Grant-narrated-

PowerPoint 

 

To download instructions, a budget template, and other useful materials for farmers and their technical advi-

sors, please check out the following website.  http://www.nesare.org/Grants/Get-a-Grant/Farmer-Grant 

  

“NYS Young Farmers Loan 

Forgiveness Incentive Program 

payments are available for up to 

five years.  Recipients may apply 

for payment under this Program 

until the total amount funded has 

been disbursed or funding is 

discontinued.” 

https://webapps.hesc.ny.gov/questionnaire/page.hesc?questionnaireId=86&versionNumber=2
https://webapps.hesc.ny.gov/questionnaire/page.hesc?questionnaireId=86&versionNumber=2
http://www.nesare.org/Dig-Deeper/Grant-Workshop-PowerPoints-and-Webinars/Farmer-Grant-narrated-PowerPoint
http://www.nesare.org/Dig-Deeper/Grant-Workshop-PowerPoints-and-Webinars/Farmer-Grant-narrated-PowerPoint
http://www.nesare.org/Grants/Get-a-Grant/Farmer-Grant
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GOVERNOR CUOMO ANNOUNCES $1 MILLION IN GRANT FUNDING 

TO SUPPORT ENTRY INTO NEW YORK AGRIBUSINESS 

 

Applications Now Being Accepted for 2016 New Farmers Grant Fund Program and New York State Young 

Farmers Loan Forgiveness Program  
 

 

Governor Andrew M. Cuomo today announced $1 million in funding is available to assist new farmers begin 

their careers. Now in its second year, the New York State New Farmers Grant Fund will build upon a success-

ful 2015 when more than $610,000 was awarded to 19 farms across the state in order to support the continued 

growth of New York’s agricultural industry.  

 

"Farming remains an important industry in New York and an essential part of this state's economy," Governor 

Cuomo said. " By creating new oppor tunities for  ear ly-stage farmers to expand and diversify agricultural 

production across the state, we are bolstering the growth in this sector and helping to ensure its vitality for 

years to come." 

 

The $1 million New Farmers Grant Fund will provide grants 

of up to 50 percent of total project costs. Funds may provide 

a minimum of $15,000 and maximum of $50,000 for up to 

50 percent of project costs with the remaining 50 percent be-

ing matched by the recipient.  

 

The application and guidelines for the New York State New 

Farmers Grant Fund are available online and the deadline for 

submission is January 22, 2016. Click here for both the ap-

plication and guidelines. 

 

Program Goals 

Improve farm profitability through one or more of the following goal: 

  Expanding agricultural production, diversifying agricultural production and/or extending the agricul  

 tural season 

  Advancing innovative agricultural techniques that increase sustainable practices such as organic farm 

 ing, food safety, reduction of farm waste and/or water use 

  Creating or expanding partnerships with other entities such as farm operations, institutions or regional 

 food-hubs for processing, selling and/or distributing agricultural products. 

 

Eligibility 

Farm: (all criteria below must be met) 

  A farm operation of one hundred fifty acres or less located wholly within New York State which pro

 duces an agricultural  product as defined by the following Guidelines: 

  The farm operation must have a minimum of $10,000 in sales from products grown or derived from the 

 applicant’s farm operation as reflected in either personal or business 2014 and 2015 tax returns; 

  All owners must be New York Residents of at least 18 years of age; 

  As of April 1, 2015, all owners must be in the first ten years of having an ownership interest in any 

 farm operation; 

  All owners must materially and substantially participate in the day-to-day production of an agricultural 

 product grown or raised on the farm operation 

 

Eligible Applicants: Business Corporations, Sole Propr ietorships, Limited Liability Company,  Par tner-

ships, Subchapter S Corporations,  Agricultural Cooperatives 

Eligible project costs include 

the purchase of farm 

machinery, supplies and 

equipment, and construction 

or improvement of farm 

buildings.  

http://regionalcouncils.ny.gov/content/grants-gateway-new-farmers-wny
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EPA Updates Standards to Increase Safety and 

Protect the Health of America’s Farmworkers  

Revised standards give farmworkers health protections under the 

law similar to those already afforded to workers in other industries  
  
WASHINGTON- The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) announced today increased protections for 

the nation’s two million agricultural workers and their families. Each year, thousands of potentially preventable 

pesticide exposure incidents are reported that lead to sick days, lost wages and medical bills but with changes to 

the Agricultural Worker Protection Standard the risk of injury or illness resulting from contact with pesticides on 

farms and in forests, nurseries and greenhouses can be reduced.  
  
“President Obama has called closing gaps of opportunity a defining challenge of our time. Meeting that challenge 

means ensuring healthy work environments for all Americans, especially those in our nation’s vulnerable commu-

nities,” said EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy. “We depend on farmworkers every day to help put the food we 

eat on America’s dinner tables—and they deserve fair, equitable working standards with strong health and safety 

protections.  With these updates we can protect workers, while at the same time preserve the strong traditions of 

our family farms and ensure the continued the growth of our agricultural economy.” 
  
“No one should ever have to risk their lives for their livelihoods, but far too many workers, especially those who 

work in agriculture, face conditions that challenge their health and safety every day,” said U.S. Secretary of Labor 

Thomas E. Perez. “Workplace illness and injury contribute greatly to economic inequality, and can have a devas-

tating impact on workers and their families.  By promoting workplace safety, these provisions will enhance eco-

nomic security for people struggling to make ends meet and keep more Americans on the job raising the crops that 

feed the world, and we are proud to support the EPA in this effort.” 
  
Here are thoughts from a former farmworker on EPA’s revised worker protection standards:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TAYGb1-LUH4 

 

EPA’s updates reflect extensive stakeholder involvement from federal and state partners and the agricultural com-

munity including farmworkers, farmers and industry. These provisions will help ensure farmworkers nationwide 

receive annual safety training; that children under the age of 18 are prohibited from handling pesticides; and that 

workers are aware of the protections they are afforded under today’s action and have the tools needed to protect 

themselves and their families from pesticide exposure.  
 

These revisions will publish in the Federal Register within the next 60 days. For more information on the EPA’s 

Worker Protection Standard revisions, see www2.epa.gov/pesticide-worker-safety/revisions-worker-protection-

standard. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TAYGb1-LUH4
http://www2.epa.gov/pesticide-worker-safety/revisions-worker-protection-standard
http://www2.epa.gov/pesticide-worker-safety/revisions-worker-protection-standard
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Classifieds: 
Are you a grower looking to sell a piece of hops equipment? Do you provide harvesting or processing services 

to other growers? Are you looking for  equipment or services? Is there a unique opportunity on your farm that 

you would like to share? If so, send in your information to Sarah (sjs299@cornell.edu) for inclusion in next 

month’s newsletter. 

 

For Sale 
Hop Harvester 1000 with all the upgrades. $10,000. Contact Dietrich Gehring @ 

dcgehring@gmail.com 

 

Bundschuh’s Greenhouses has hop plants available for Fall planting.  

Call (315)986-8872 and ask for Ellen 

 

Massi’s Greenhouse has hop plants available for Fall planting.  

Call (607)329-7459 

 

Services 

HOPS HARVESTING: The 2014 season may have just ended, but it's never to early to start thinking about 

next year. The Bineyard provides full-cycle services for hops farmers - from harvesting, to drying, to pelletiz-

ing. Contact us at hops@thebineyard.com or www.thebineyard.com to learn more. 

Sources for Testing Hop Quality 

Name Website Phone Physical Address 

Ag Health Laboratories www.aghealthlabs.com (509)836-2020 445 Barnard Boulevard Sunnyside, WA 98944 

Alpha Analytics www.alphaanalyticstesting.com/ (509)547-5129 203 Division Street Yakima, Washington 98902 

KAR Laboratories, Inc. www.karlabs.com/ (269)381-9666 4425 Manchester Road Kalamazoo, MI 49001 

UVM Hop Quality Test-

ing Lab 

www.uvm.edu/extension/

cropsoil/hops 

(802)524-6501 James M. Jeffords Hall   

63 Carrigan Drive Burlington, VT 05405 

Do you have great photos of your 

hops? Would you be willing to share?  
 

We are looking to develop an archive of pho-

tos for use on our website, newsletters, and 

promotional materials. If you have a photo 

that you would like to share, please send it to 

Sarah (sjs299@cornell.edu). We will be sure 

to credit you whenever we use your photo. 

Thank you for your help! 

mailto:hops@thebineyard.com
http://www.thebineyard.com
http://www.aghealthlabs.com/
https://www.alphaanalyticstesting.com/
http://www.karlabs.com/
http://www.uvm.edu/extension/cropsoil/hops
http://www.uvm.edu/extension/cropsoil/hops
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Upcoming Events 
 

November 7  

Hops: An Introduction  
Carey Institute for Global Good, Rensselaerville, NY  
For those contemplating hops production or planning to start in Spring 2016, this course will offer information in 

hop yard siting, design and installation, varietal selection and plant health, and understanding and navigating the 

market. Cost is $10 at the door, but please preregister with Gregory Back at (518)797-5100 or 

gback@careyinstitute.org 

 

December 4-5 

Cornell Hops Conference and NeHA Annual Meeting (Register Today!) 
Morrisville, NY 
Conference Registrations are due by Sunday, November 22, but register early. We do not plan to accept 

walk-ins. 

 

December 5 

NeHA Hops Evaluation and Sale 
Morrisville, NY 
The NeHA Hops Evaluation and Sale will run concurrently with the Hops Conference on December 5. The hops 

evaluation allows growers to receive anonymous feedback on the quality of their hops and the for brewers to sam-

ple hops from throughout New York State. If you are a grower or a brewer interested in participating, please con-

tact Sarah (sjs299@cornell.edu) for more details.  

 

January 16-17 

A Maltster in the Rye 
Oneonta, NY 
Join Hartwick College for an immersive experience bringing together industry experts sharing research and ad-

vances in barley, malting, and brewing. For more information and to register: www.hartwick.edu/farmerbrewer 

Northeast Hop Alliance 

Madison County, New York 

1000 Eaton Street 

Morrisville, NY 13408 

(315)684-3001 ext 127 

Steve Miller, NYS Hops Educator — Newsletter Editor 

Sarah Ficken, Hops Program Assistant — Newsletter Production and Design 

Mission 

The Cornell Cooperative educational 

system enables people to improve their 

lives and communities through partner-

ships that put experience and research 

knowledge to work 

 

Registration for the 2015 Cornell Hops Conference is now open! Please register 

early to reserve your spot as pre-registration is required and space will fill up. 
 

https://events.cornell.edu/event/cornell_hops_conference 

mailto:gback@careyinstitute.org?subject=Registration%20for%20Hops:%20An%20Introduction
http://www.hartwick.edu/farmerbrewer
https://events.cornell.edu/event/cornell_hops_conference
https://events.cornell.edu/event/cornell_hops_conference

