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Tree of the Month  
Box Elder  

Late Fall Gardening 
Tasks 

 

2016 Master Gardener Volunteer Training Program! 
Are you interested in becoming a Master Gardener Volunteer?  

        Join us at one of our informational sessions: 
 

Monday, November 9, 2015, 6:00 PM - 7:00 PM  

Thursday, November 12, 2015, 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM  

 

Pre-registration is  

requested at 788-8450.  
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 Mission Statement 
Cornell Cooperative Extension Association of Jefferson County 
educates youth, families, farmers, and communities using research-
based knowledge for practical application and lifelong learning. 

Building Strong & Vibrant  
New York Communities 
Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for 
valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, and Individuals with Disabilities and provides 
equal program and employment opportunities; NYS College of Agriculture and Life 
Sciences, NYS College of Human Ecology, and NYS College of Veterinary Medicine 
at Cornell University, Cooperative Extension Associations, county governing 
bodies, and US Department of Agriculture cooperating. 
 

Please note that neither Cornell Cooperative Extension of Jefferson County nor 
any representative thereof makes any representation of any warranty, express 
or implied, of any particular result or application of the information provided by 
us or regarding any product. If a product is involved, it is the sole responsibility 
of the User to read and follow all product labeling instructions and to check 
with the manufacturer or supplier for the most recent information. Nothing 
contained in this information should be interpreted as an express or implied 
endorsement of any particular product or criticism of unnamed products. With 
respect to any information on pest management, the User is responsible for 
obtaining the most up-to-date pest management information. The information we 
provide is no substitute for pesticide labeling. The User is solely responsible for 
reading and following manufacturer’s labeling and instructions. 

1.    Plant bulbs - bulbs like tulip, daffodil, hyacinth, 
and allium have to be planted in the fall - they 
need to go through a cold period in order to 
stimulate flowering in the spring.  They can be 
planted anytime up until the ground freezes, 
but get them in before December 15 for the 
best results. 

2.    Plant garlic in early November or after the first 
frost in the fall. Plant individual cloves 2 inches 
deep and 5 inches apart with the tips pointing 
up.  Hard or stiff neck varieties grow the best in 
our climate. 

3.    Clean up gardens - if you haven’t already done 
so, remove all plant debris that remains in your 
gardens. This will help prevent disease and 
discourage rodents and insects that might use 
that debris as a home.  

4.    Sterilize staking materials - if you have early 
blight or septoria leaf spot in your garden, 
sterilize tomato stakes and cages in a bleach 
solution. Disease spores can be carried over on 
these items.  

5.    Till in organic matter - if you till in compost, 
manure or peat moss now, you won’t have to 
do it in the spring! 

6.    After a couple of hard freezes mulch tender 
perennials. This keeps the ground frozen so 
that perennials don’t wake up too early during 
a warm spell only to get knocked back by a 
subsequent frost.  

7.   Wrap the trunks of young trees with chicken 
wire or screening to prevent rodent damage. 

8.   Wrap evergreens subject to prevailing winds or 
salt spray with burlap to prevent browning. 

9.    Bring in rain gauges so they don’t crack over 
the winter. 

10. Find and clean up garden tools and store them 
for the winter. Wash, dry, and wipe down with 
oil to prevent rust. 

Late Fall Gardening Tasks 

By Sue Gwise,  

Horticulture Educator 
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It’s one of our most maligned native trees—the box 
elder (Acer negundo). Known by some as a weed tree, it 
will grow just about anywhere. We had nine box elders 
in our yard when we bought our house. They were good 
climbing trees and housed various forts and swings. But 
then Mother Nature dealt us a microburst followed by 
an ice storm. Those two events took out all the trees.  
Therein lies the problem with these trees—they don’t 
last very long. 
 
Box elders are actually a species of maple, which you 
would think gives them a little prestige. Unfortunately 
they are what’s referred to as a ‘soft maple.’ Along with 
silver maples, box elders are fast growing and, as a 
result, their wood is weak. They tend to break up in 
storms unlike their cousin the sugar maple, which grows 
much slower and has stronger wood. The architecture 
of the box elder (and silver maple) also tends to be 
poor. The trees may have several trunks, develop large 
branches low on the trunk, and/or have poor branch 
attachment. This coupled with weak wood is a recipe for 
disaster. Luckily box elders do not grow very tall, so that 
limits the damage if they do come down. 
 
With an average height of 30 to 50 feet box elders have 
an irregular, ragged crown giving them an unkempt 
appearance. The leaves are light green and paler on the 
undersides; fall color is a dull yellow. Like all maples the 
leaves are opposite in arrangement, but they do not 
have the characteristic maple shape. Box elder leaves 
are compound—five to seven leaflets make up a single 
leaf.  The leaflets are saw-toothed and may be slightly 
lobed.  The box elder can be easily confused with our 
native ash trees: both have compound leaves, opposite 
attachment, and similar bark. To tell them apart look at 
the leaf margins or edges. Ash margins are smooth; box 
elder margins are toothed. 

Box elders are dioecious, which means there are 
separate male and female trees. The female trees will 
develop clusters of samaras, those winged seeds that 
spin like helicopters. They mature to a light brown color 
and persist on the tree into winter. This contributes to 
the tree’s disheveled look. The seeds attract box elder 
bugs—those annoying red and black insects that invade 
our houses in the spring and fall. If horses consume the 
seeds it can lead to a fatal muscle disease. 
 
So that’s at least five strikes against the box elder. Even 
though it is like the ugly step-sister of the maple genus, it 
does have some ‘Cinderella-like’ aspects. It is fast 
growing and provides nice shade. It has been planted 
extensively in the Great Plains and Southwest as a 
shelter belt species. If you want fast shade, it will work- 
just don’t plant it where it could fall on utilities, houses, 
or sidewalks. It is native so it has a role to play in the 
local ecosystem—the seeds provide food for birds and 
mammals. The yellow green flowers that develop early in 
season are one the first cheerful signs of spring. The 
boxelder is extremely hardy—it will tolerate Zone 2 
temperatures, which range from - 40 to -50 degrees!  It is 
also drought and flood tolerant. Although it doesn’t have 
the sugar concentration of the sugar maple, you can 
even make syrup from the sap - you just have to collect a 
lot more sap! 
 
In the Midwest the box elder grows into a much more 
attractive tree. In bottomlands or along swamps, lakes, 
or rivers it makes its best growth, up to 70 feet in height.  
The largest box elder in New York is located in Genesee 
County; it is 60 feet tall with a trunk circumference of 
189 inches. 
 
Cultivars of the box elder have actually been developed 

and are widely planted in Europe. Most have variegated 

leaves in various combinations of yellow, green, pink and 

white. 

By Sue Gwise, Horticulture Educator 

Tree of the Month  

Box Elder  

The persistent box elder bug 
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Calendar of Events 
November-December 2015 

 
  

November 9, 6:00PM-8:00 PM 
 Master Gardener Training Informational Session 

 

November 12, 10:00AM-12:00PM 
Master Gardener Training Informational Session 

 
 

November 24, 10:00AM 
Master Gardener Meeting 

 
 

December 22 
First Day of Winter 

 
 

 Take the first step to becoming a 
Master Gardener Volunteer by 

attending one of the  
sessions listed above.  


