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AgNews! 
Franklin County 

2015 Feed Dealer Seminars 
The Feed Dealer Seminars are specifically targeted for nutritionists, veterinarians, 
other consultants, extension educators, and dairy producers with specific interest in 
nutrition-oriented topics. They are designed to blend the latest concepts in feeding 
and other management aspects of dairies with field level application.  They have 
been conducted annually as a road show with multiple sites in New York since the 
late 1940s and provide opportunities for educational programming with networking 
in the local regions.     

Up Coming Events 

Speakers: 

 Dr. Thomas Overton, Professor of Dairy Management, Cornell University 

 Dr. Luiz Ferraretto, Postdoctoral Research Associate, Miner Institute 
 

 Topics: 

 Current topics in transition cow nutrition and management 

 Strategies to improve the nutritive value of corn silage 

Dates: 

 Nov 17th —6pm-9pm — Miner Institute,  Chazy, NY    

           Contact Wanda Emerich—518-846-7121 ext.117 

 Nov. 19th—-Noon-3pm —Ramada Inn—-Watertown, NY. 

            Contact Ron Kuck—-315-788-8450 

Anaerobic Digester  Technology  
For Farms with less than 300 Cows Workshop  

 

The system, while it looks complicated, is fairly simple. The manure with bedding is 
fed into the mix tank, where it is mixed with excess liquid from the digester. This mix 
is moved into the digestion tank, where bacteria eat undigested plant matter in the 
manure. The bacteria in the digestion tank work without oxygen in a process called 
anaerobic digestion. The product of this digestion is methane gas, which can be used 
in the same manner as propane or natural gas. A series of workshops is schedule for 
this fall and winter that will share research results with local producers. Workshop 
format will cover important decision points such as:  
 Capital cost and return on investment.  
 Anaerobic digestion process and substrate variety   
 Energy and pathogen production   
 System maintenance Modularity and scalability  
 Energy applications and use on the farm  
 Funding opportunities  
 
 

Workshop Dates: November 10  10:00—2pm 
                December  2,  6pm-10pm 
Workshops will be held at CCE St Lawrence Learning Farm  

  To register for  either of the workshops call CCE St Lawrence County  
        at 315-379-9192 
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Franklin County Farmers, 

 

Funding 
of $1 
m i l l i o n 
dollars is 
o n c e 
a g a i n 
available 
to assist 

new farmers in New York State to begin 
their careers! 

  

Now in its second year, the New York State 
New Farmers Grant Fund will build upon a 
successful 2015 when more than 
$610,000 was awarded to 19 farms 
across the state in order to support the 
continued growth of New York's 
agricultural industry. 

 

According to Governor Cuomo, "Farming 
remains an important industry in New York 
and an essential part of this state's 
economy. By creating new opportunities 
for early-stage farmers to expand and 
diversify agricultural production across the 
state, we are bolstering the growth in this 
sector and helping to ensure its vitality for 
years to come." 

 

 

The $1 million New Farmers Grant Fund 
will provide grants of up to 50 percent of 
total project costs. Funds may provide a 
minimum of $15,000 and maximum of 
$50,000 for up to 50 percent of project 
costs with the remaining 50 percent being 
matched by the recipient. 

 

 

 

Eligible project costs include: 

 the purchase of farm machinery 

 supplies and equipment  

 construction or improvement of farm 
buildings.  

 

Empire State Development, in 
consultation with the New York State 
Department of Agriculture and Markets, 
will administer the Fund which is open to 
New York farmers in the first ten years of 
having a farm operation of 150 acres or 
less. 

 
 

The application and guidelines for the 
New York 
State New 
F a r m e r s 
Grant Fund 
are available 
online and 
the deadline 
for submission is January 22, 2016. 
 
 
http://regionalcouncils.ny.gov/content/g
rants-gateway-new-farmers-wny 
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Reducing Antibiotic Risk and Costs 
Jessica C. Scillieri Smith, DVM 

Quality Milk Production Services, Cornell University, Canton, NY 

Most farms are antibiotics to some degree to treat bacterial 
infections causing mastitis, metritis, and pneumonia.  Even 
organic farms may use antibiotics in situations where 
animals are ill before selling them to a conventional farm.  
Responsible use of antibiotics is not limited to the proper 
administration of these products to the cow, but includes 
following appropriate withdrawl times for meat and milk.  
 

The dairy industry is coming under more and more scrutiny 
by the USDA and the public to ensure that we are producing 
a safe and healthy product.  Earlier this year, the USDA 
released their results of a survey of almost 2000 farms’ bulk 
tank samples looking for residues for 31 different products 
(not just the penicillin based antibiotics (Beta-Lactam) that 

the milk 
p l a n t s 
a r e 
required 
to look 
f o r ) .  
Overal l , 
the dairy 
industry 

did very well.  Only 15 samples were found with residue.  Our 
industry does a good job, but we can still do better!  The 
most concerning findings were that there were some 
residues found from products which are not approved for use 
in lactating animals.   
 

Conscientious use of antibiotics starts before the cow is even 
treated.  It starts with identifying cows who are good 
candidates for treatment.  This requires accurate diagnosis 
of bacterial infections, identifying good cull candidates early, 
picking the best product to use, following a treatment 
protocol established by your veterinarian, following labeled 
withdrawl periods and testing the milk for residues before 
putting milk back in the tank.  With the increased attention 
that dairy farms are under and changes in laws governing 
antibiotic use in food animals, the first step every farm 
should take is to establish a strong relationship with their 
veterinarian.  Your veterinarian can then help train you and 
your staff in identifying disease processes which will (or 
won’t) respond to antibiotics.  Using additional tools can help 
determine if antibiotics are necessary – culturing cows with 
clinical mastitis, taking temperatures, and doing good 
physical exam.   
 

Once you determine which animals you want to treat – those 
that culture with a pathogen which responses to antibiotics, 
has a bacterial metritis or pneumonia – look to your 
established protocols to determine what product to use, at 
what dose, and for how long.  Following a developed protocol 

will help you treat animals consistently and 
methodically.   
 

Part of your protocol should include how to record your 
treatment of the cow.  Keeping good records will help 
with communication on the farm so that everyone can 
find out what cows have been treated, how long they 
were treated for and what dose was used.  This will help 
prevent cows from being sold or put back in the tank earlier 
than they should be.  Records can be as simple as using a 
spreadsheet in a binder or recording the treatments in a 
computer management system. 
 

Finally, cows that are treated should be segregated or well 
identified so that all milkers know that her milk should be 
segregated from saleable milk.  Having a separate treated 
group allows milkers to focus on treatments without feeling 
rushed to maintain parlor flow.  They can focus on 
disinfecting teat ends (with alcohol) before administering 
intramammary antibiotics (and changing gloves), changing 
needles before giving injections and record keeping.  Cows 
can also be evaluated at this time to determine if they are 
improving or not.  Those that are not responding as 
expected should be evaluated by a veterinarian before 
spending the money on a full course of treatment when she 
may no longer be a good treatment candidate.  Similarly, 
those that improve somewhat but not fully should also be 
examined by a veterinarian before extending or changing 
her course of therapy.  A secondary issue may be 
preventing her from fully recovering. 
 

Responsible use of antibiotics isn’t just about maintaining a 
health food supply for the country (and the world), but can 
also help a dairy farm’s bottom line.  By identifying animals 
which will not respond to antibiotics through diagnostics 
and good physical exams, a dairy farm can save money by 
reducing treatment costs and labor costs.  They can also 
potentially increase income through smart culling practices.  
This approach is a 
smart tactic for the 
dairy and one we 
s h o u l d  b e 
embracing as an 
industry before 
legislation regarding 
a n t i b i o t i c  u s e 
becomes even more 
rigorous.  Your herd 
veterinarian can get 
you started with treatment protocols, figuring out the best 
diagnostics to invest in to help make decisions and 
establishing a record keeping system. 
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This non-randomized 
observational study included 
samples from 143 farms.  Six 
farms in the region had over 
20 samples included in the 
data set (identified as Strep 
mastitis on culture), which 
showed an interesting trend.  
Out of the predominant 
organisms (S. dysgalactiae, S. 
uberis, L. lactis and E. 
saccharolyticus), each farm 
had one organism which 
contributed at least 50% of 
the samples in this category.  
For these six farms, the 
predominant organism was 
either S. dysgalactiae or L. 
lactis.  

Lactococcus and “other Streptococcus species” Mastitis  
in Northern New York  

Jessica C. Scillieri Smith, DVM Quality Milk Production Services, Cornell University 
If you’ve ever cultured a cow with mastitis, you may have gotten a result back the result of “Strep species.”  This is a 
category of infections which includes many Gram positive organisms which cannot be identified as Streptococcus 
agalactiae, Streptococcus dysgalactiae and Streptococcus uberis.  This may include organisms which are actually 
Enterococcus, Lactococcus and Aerococcus in addition to other species of Streptococcus not listed above.  From a 
management perspective, not much is known about this group of organisms in regards to mastitis.  Current 
recommendations include extended antibiotic therapy with the potential for the cow to remain chronically infected.   
 

In recent years, Lactococcus has emerged on some farms as a pathogen which has caused chronically infected cows even 
after treatment with intramammary antibiotics.  These cows were all originally identified with “Strep species” mastitis.  This 
has lead us to wonder, exactly which organisms are in this category and can we identify any differences between the 
organisms from an infection perspective. 

 

An investigation was funded through Northern New York Agriculture Development Program.  All samples in this “Streptococcus” 
category that were processed by QMPS Canton and Countryside Veterinary Clinic in Lowville, NY were sent to QMPS in Ithaca for 
further speciation using molecular technology (MALDI-TOF).  It was found that in the 480 samples that were in identified in this 
category (out of 8,361 samples processed), 155 were Steptococcus dysgalactiae, 150 were Streptococcus uberis, 112 were 
Lactococcus lactis and 22 were Enterococcus saccharolyticus.  The remaining 81 isolates belonged to various species in the 
Streptococcus, Enterococcus, Aerococcus and Lactococcus genera.   

Farm 
Strep dysgalac-
tiae 

Strep 
uberis 

Lactococcus 
lactis 

Lactococcus 
garvieae 

Enterococcus sac-
charolyticus 

A 19% 9% 58% 4% 9% 

B 86% 8% 0% 0% 0% 

C 25% 4% 64% 4% 0% 

D 59% 4% 33% 0% 4% 

E 27% 5% 55% 5% 9% 

F 50% 20% 0% 10% 10% 

Table 1:  MALDI-TOF identification of isolates of Gram-positive, catalase-negative, non-β hemolytic cocci. 
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All cows from herds with DHIA 
records were followed for the 
next two test days in order to 
track SCC and track treatment if 
records were available.  It was 
found that for cows treated by 
the farm (with any product/
duration), those with L. lactis 
were less likely to have a SCC < 
200,000 cells/ml by 45 days after 
treatment (33%) than those with S. 
dysgalactiae (70%).  In addition, 
those with Lactococcus were more 
likely to leave the herd regardless of 
reason (21%) than those with 
infections with Streptococcus. 

 

Resolution defined as SCC under 
200,000 cells/ml, 15-45 days after 

sampling (at least 5 days after treatment), regardless of treatment product used or duration.  Does not take additional mastitis 
events into account.  *p<0.001 
organisms (10%).   

Lactococcus and “other Streptococcus species” mastitis  
in Northern New York  

 Cont’d 

Evaluated at second test day after sampling, only includes cows from farms with DHIA testing. n=323 cows. *p<0.01 

 

What does this mean for the future?  QMPS has developed new methods in order to accurately identified Lactococcus, so 
farmers and veterinarians will soon be seeing this as a potential result for mastitis samples.  From a farm perspective, we are 
still using the same recommendations as we keep learning more– if you’re going to try treating, an extended treatment protocol 
might be necessary.  However, as we can see, there is the significant potential for a cow to become a chronic high SCC animal.  
A follow up project (also through NNYADP) is underway to track animals infected with these organisms in more detail to assess 
the longer term effect on lactation, SCC, and bacteriological cure.  Keep your eyes out for more! 
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Ear to the Ground 
 By Kitty O’Neil, Ph.D, NNY Regional Crop and Soils Specialists  

kao32@cornell.edu 

* Mother Nature is easing us into colder weather over the past few weeks.  We’ve started the day with regular frost after 
nighttime temps in the 20s and 30s, but so far, most of us are still enjoying above-freezing daily high temperatures.  Corn 
silage is 99% in the silo, hay and haylage are in, but pastures are still being grazed in most cases.  Yields of corn silage, 
high-moisture corn, soybeans and 2nd to 4th cutting hay seem to have ended up being average or better this year. 

* A good portion of Northern NY is still in a slight, short-term drought, as indicated by the shaded areas on the US Drought 
Monitor map below.  The Northeast has had roughly 80% of its normal precipitation for the year.  The second map, Year to 
Date Departure from Normal Precipitation from the National Weather Service, shows that Lewis and Jefferson counties are 
most suffering from the ongoing dry conditions. 

* At present, surface soils are moist, but soil water could still use some recharging before the frost settles in for the winter. 
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Ear to the Ground 
cont’d 

Year to Date Departure from Normal Precipitation, inches 

May and August, months when most perennial forage seedings were planted, were extremely dry.  These seedings in some 
drier fields may well have germinated poorly or slowly, over and extended period of time, resulting in patchiness and more 
weed pressure than expected.  Scout these fields this fall to evaluate whether some early spring frost-seeding may be helpful 
or exercise patience and plan a mowing schedule to encourage grass and legume establishment at the expense of a few 
weeds. 

(Continued on page 14) 

 - - Accumulations from April 1 to October 25, 2015 - - 

 Precipitation, inches  GDD Base 50 °F  GDD Base 40 °F 

  Total DFN1 Days2   Total DFN1   Total 

Highmarket 34.02 +1.91 93   1770 +85 
  3428 

Lowville 21.18 -2.56 68   2118 +194 
  3875 

Watertown Int'l Airport 18.58 -1.88 79   2441 +430 
  4270 

Fort Drum 21.26 -3.40 85   2645 +380 
  4480 

Massena 21.53 -0.64 81   2516 +387 
  4351 

Malone 26.95 +2.34 91   2132 +418 
  3849 

Plattsburgh Int'l Airport 22.51 +0.50 88   2456 +321 
  4295 

Tupper Lake 27.60 +1.02 83   1876 +423 
  3525 

Newcomb 29.82 +3.85 87   1751 +344   3383 
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Farming is an inherently risky business. 
 

Crop insurance can help protect you and your family from 
substantial crop losses. In 2014, there were 1,494 policy 
holders who received more 
than $40 million in payments for their losses. 

 
Crop insurance is a valuable financial planning and risk 
management tool for your farm. 

To learn more about crop insurance, from corn silage to hay 
to whole farm revenue protection, contact a crop insurance 
agent. To find an agent, ask a neighbor for a 
recommendation, call your local Farm Service Agency to get 
a list of agents or find crop insurance agents on the United 
States Department of Agriculture Risk Management Agency 
website at: www.rma.usda. gov/tools/agent.html. 

Call an agent today.  

Following are enrollment or crop insurance change 
deadlines for 2016: 
November 15, 2015 for Pasture, Rangeland, Forage;  
November 20, 2015 for grapes, apples, peaches, cherries;  
February 2, 2016 for Onions;  
March 15, 2016 for field crops, other vegetables and 
improved Whole Farm Revenue Protection;  
4th Friday of every month for Livestock Gross Margin-Dairy. 

 

 

  
 
 
 
Risk Management Agency This 
institution is an equal opportunity 
provider. 

The alternative to  
having crop insurance 

Hello, 
My name is Brenda Hitchcock and I work for MILC Malone 
Outreach. I serve as a navigator for the New York State 
Health Exchange Marketplace in Franklin County. 
Navigators are trained and certified by New York State to 
provide enrollment assistance to individuals and small 
businesses on the health 
insurance options available 
through the Marketplace. The 
Marketplace is the one place to 
shop, compare, and enroll in an 
affordable health insurance plan. 
There are tax credits available to 
help you make your monthly 
premiums. 
 
Franklin County offers coverage through the New York 
State Medicaid program, Fidelis Care, MVP, and Excellus 
BC/BS. And for 2016 there is a new opportunity for New 
York residents in the form of Essential Plan. This plan is for 
those who fall outside the Medicaid range. A family of four 
can make $48,500 a year and qualify for this plan. The 
monthly premium is $0 or $20 and there is no deductible. 
The Marketplace uses your adjusted gross income (income 
after expenses) to calculate your eligibility for this plan as 
well as tax credits available to you. 
 
The application is quick and simple. Our goal is to help you 
enroll in a health plan that is right for you.  
 
Our office is located on 41 Pearl Street in Malone and we 
are available Mon-Fri 8:00 to 5:00.  
Please call 518-483-2151 ext 6# for an appointment. You 
can complete an application to see what you are eligible for 
with no commitment to enroll. 

Are You a Self Employed Farmer with 
No Health Insurance or Health 

Insurance That is Inadequate? We 
can help you… 

Submitted by Brenda Hitchcock, NYS Certified Navigator 

                    MILC Malone Outreach 
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Three Tips to Help Calves Thrive 
During Volatile Temperature Swings 
By Christie Underwood, Ph.D. Calf and Heifer Specialist  

with Purnia Animal Nutrition 
The Agriculture Assessment program was established under 
Agricultural District Law to provide a means of preserving 
farmland.  This program was designed to provide a partial 
exemption from taxation for farmland where pressures from 
competing land uses cause the market value of the land, 
and in turn, the assessment to exceed the economic value of 
the land. 

 

Agricultural Assessment applies only to agricultural land, 
which includes cropland, pasture, orchards, vineyards and 
support land.  Land that is used to produce maple syrup or 
Christmas trees is also categorized as agricultural 
land.  Farmland that is eligible for an agricultural 
assessment is exempt from real property taxation on any 
assessed value, which exceeds its agricultural assessment 
value.  Basically it values the land for its productivity. If you 
have or rent 7 acres or more used to produce crops or 
livestock products for sale, are a landowner that is in an 
agricultural district or has committed his land to agricultural 
production for at least 2 years, and your land produces gross 
sales of $10,000 or more for each of the past two years 
then you can apply.  

 

What do you need to do to get your land Ag Assessed?  Go to 
the Soil and Water office or give us a call and ask for a Soil 
Group Worksheet.  Soil Group Worksheets are Due to your 
local Assessors by March 1st, 2016!  We need your tax parcel 
id number, found on your tax bills, by February 1, 2016. The 
earlier the better! The charge is $20.00 for the Agriculture 
Assessment and payment is due when you call or drop off 
your tax bill. If requested after February 15 an additional 
$5.00 late charge will be charged. Once the maps and soil 
worksheet are complete, you the applicant must submit all 
the necessary information to your town assessor by March 1, 
2016 so parcel eligibility can be determined. 

 

If you have already received an exemption, it is necessary to 
fill out a renewal form each year, with your assessor, to keep 
receiving that exemption. Most of the time the assessor 
mails you a notice, if you have not received one by March 1st, 
give your assessor a call and make sure you are set for 
2016.  From time to time soil groups change, so it’s a good 
idea to have your soil group worksheet checked for any 
changes every few years (we recommend every 7 years), the 
charge for this is $20.00/parcel. 
 

For more information please contact the Franklin County Soil 
and Water Conservation District office at 151 Finney Blvd, 
Malone, NY 12953 (518) 483-4061 ext 5 

 

What is an Agricultural Assessment? 
By Chasity Miller, Franklin County Soil  and Water 

District Manager  

The three tips to help calves thrive during volatile 
temperature swings are:  
1) Match feed to seasonal need: Utilizing a high quality 

calf starter that is nutritionally balanced, proven to 
meet the animal’s needs and formulated to match 
the challenges of the season can help ensure calves 
receive the optimal balance of energy and protein 
needed to thrive during periods of stressful 
temperature swings. Research has shown that calves fed 
seasonal formulations have greater growth and average 
daily gain. 

2) Keep water and feed fresh at all times: When weather is 
volatile and it changes from wet conditions to heat, it can 
cause feed in buckets to go stale or mold, which can lead 
to potential digestive upsets and calves going off feed. 
Keep calves eating and growing by ensuring they always 
have fresh feed and water, and that employees never top 
off buckets.  

3) Put employees on high alert for illness: Diseases, like 
pneumonia can negatively impact a calf’s future 
production potential. Training employees to look for early 
signs of illness, such as decreased feed intake, droopy 
eyes and ears, and checking calves more frequently 
during times of increased risk can help them recognize a 
calf that’s becoming ill and take corrective action sooner.  

 
In January, 
the Cornell 
N o r t h e r n 
New York 
Regional Ag. 
Team and 
Quality Milk 
Production 
L a b 
(Canton, NY) 
w i l l  be 

running three workshops across Northern New York focused 
on Dairy housing to maximize cow comfort, production and 
welfare. Speakers include Katie Proudfoot, Ph.D, The Ohio 
State, who will discuss animal handling and cow comfort; 
Julie Smith, DVM, Ph.D, The University of Vermont, who will 
discuss animal welfare and handling in the parlor; and 
Kimberley Morrill, Ph.D., Cornell University, who will focus on 
welfare considerations for the cold and calf management. 
These workshops will be held from 10:00 AM – 3:00 PM in 
Burrville, NY; Canton, NY; and at Miner Institute on January 
12th, 13th and 14th.  
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New Provisions Increase On-Farm Storage for Dairy, 
Maple Sap, Flowers, Meats  
 
FSA’s Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program, which 
provides low-interest financing to producers to build or 
upgrade storage facilities, will now include dairy, maple sap, 
flowers and meats as eligible commodities.   
 
The new commodities eligible for facility loans include 
floriculture, hops, rye, milk, cheese, butter, yogurt, meat and 
poultry (unprocessed), eggs, and aquaculture (excluding 
systems that maintain live animals through uptake and 
discharge of water).  Commodities already eligible for the 
loans include corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, 
peanuts, wheat, barley, minor oilseeds harvested as whole 
grain, pulse crops (lentils, chickpeas and dry peas), hay, 
honey, renewable biomass, and fruits, nuts and vegetables 
for cold storage facilities. 
 
Producers do not need to demonstrate the lack of 
commercial credit availability to apply. The loans are 
designed to assist a diverse range of farming operations, 
including small and mid-sized businesses, new farmers, 
operations supplying local food and farmers markets, non-
traditional farm products, and underserved producers. The 
current interest rate for a 7 year loan is 1.875% (Oct. 2015). 
 

2016 Crop Coverage 
The Non-insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) 
covers losses resulting from natural disasters to crops for 
which no permanent federal crop insurance program is 
available, including forage and grazing crops, fruits, 
vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, 
aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy, 
and industrial crops. 
 
2016 coverage for the following crops can be purchased 
through November 20, 2015:  Apples, Apricots, Asparagus, 
Blueberries, Caneberries, Cherries, Chestnuts, Cranberries, 
C u r r e n t s ,  G i n g e r ,  G r a p e s , 
G o o s e b e r r i e s ,  E l d e r b e r r i e s , 
Horseradish, Juneberries, Kiwi, 
Mulberries, Nectarines, Peaches, 
Pears, Persimmons, Plums, Plumcots, 
Prune, Quince, Rhubarb, Strawberries 
and Walnuts. December 1, 2015 is 
the deadline to purchase coverage 
for maple sap and honey.  

 
Quality losses for hay are now 
covered under the Non-insured Crop 
Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) 
buy-up option effective with the 
2016 growing season. Producers 
have until Friday, November 13th, 
2015, to purchase 2016 buy-up 
coverage for forage.  The sales 
closing date for hay is actually 
September 30th, but producers have until November 13th, 
2015, to purchase buy-up coverage on forage this year.  
This is a one-time opportunity for obtaining 2016 forage buy
-up and quality loss coverage on mechanically harvested 
hay crops. 
 
The service fee for basic NAP coverage is the lesser of $250 
per crop or $750 per producer per administrative county, 
not to exceed a total of $1,875 for a producer with farming 
interest in multiple counties. Producers interested in buy-up 
coverage must pay a premium, in addition to the service 
fee. The maximum premium will be $6,563. 
 

Producers meeting the definition of a socially 
disadvantaged farmer or rancher, beginning farmer or 
rancher or limited resource farmer or rancher will have 
service fees waived. Producers meeting this definition that 
choose to purchase buy-up coverage will also have service 
fees waived and the premium will be capped at $3,282. 
 

Incentives for Working Grass and Pasture Lands  
Farmers can apply for financial assistance to help conserve 
working grasslands and pastureland while maintaining the 
areas as livestock grazing lands through the Conservation 
Reserve Program – Grasslands (CRP-Grasslands). 

  
The CRP-Grasslands initiative will provide participants with 
existing hay or pastureland with annual rental payments up 
to 75 percent of the grazing value of the land. Cost-share 
assistance also is available for up to 50 percent for 
practices, such as fencing and watering systems to support 
rotational grazing or improving pasture cover to benefit 
pollinators or other wildlife. Participants may still conduct 
common grazing practices, produce hay, mow, or harvest for 
seed production. Enrollment is for a 14 to 15 year contract. 
The Farm Service Agency will accept applications on an ongoing 

(Continued on page 11) 

USDA Adds More Eligible Commodities for Farm Storage Facility Loans  
Jennifer Tierney Bosley, FSA County Executive Director 
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basis, with those applications scored against published 
ranking criteria, and approved based on the competiveness 
of the offer. The ranking period will occur at least once per 
y e a r  a n d  b e 
announced at least 30 
days prior to its 
start.  The end of the 
first ranking period will 
be Nov. 20, 2015.  
 
For more information 
on these and other 
FSA programs be sure 
to contact the Franklin County FSA office located at 151 
Finney Boulevard, Malone or by phone at 518-483-2850, 
option 2. Program information is also available at 
www.fsa.usda.gov. 
 
 

(Continued from page 10) 

USDA Farm Service Agency News 
Cont’d 

Wednesday, November 18th 
Extension Learning Farm, 2043B State Highway 

68, Canton, NY 
 

1. Dairy Meeting: How to get more income 
from the dairy cow’s last crop 

12:30 pm – registration and refreshments 
1:00 to 3:00 pm 
 $5.00 per farm 

 

With tighter profit margins from milk 
sales, dairy producers can boost their 
revenue from the sale of their animals 
for beef by following a few quality 
assurance management practices.   Mike Baker will talk 
about the advantage of getting your cull cows in good 
shape before you send them. 

  
 

 

 

Beef Week: Economics of blemishes  

and residues at the plant 

Wednesday, November 18th 

6:30 to 9:00 pm 

$5.00 per farm 
Mark Miller from the big packing plant in 
Wyalusing, PA will be here to talk about carcass quality, 
blemishes, what they see in the plant, frame sizes, 
procurement, etc.  November 18th at 6:30 pm. At the 
Extension Learning Farm.  Don’t miss this – it should be 
really interesting and he is a good speaker.  Mike Baker, 
from Cornell, will be here, too, to update us on pooling 
and the beef farm business summary. 

Please register by calling  315-379-9192 
 or  

email Betsy at bmf9@cornell.edu  

* Registration allows us to communicate any 
cancellations or changes in arrangements 

Informational Meetings 
for  

Dairy and Beef Farmers 
Betsy Hodge, Livestock Educator CCE St Lawrence County 
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NNY Sheep & Goat News  
By Betsy Hodge, bmf9@cornell.edu  
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  The lambs are in the barn getting fed and the ewes are 
finishing out the pasture season outside. We are wary of 
the predators at this time of year but we have a team of 
dogs out there now doing their thing. The barn is full of 
hay and I am figuring what we need to make it through 
the winter. I have noticed that my lambs at home are 

eating more than you would predict. tatiana Stanton from 
Cornell said the same thing about her kid goats and several 
producers are anxious to market their lambs and kids 
because they are “eating them out of house and home”!  

While this high intake should be considered a good thing – 
they are eating well and probably growing well as a result – 
it can be hard to watch all that hay disappearing this time of 
year. Not to mention, the work of feeding it all.  

One way to make the best use of your hay is to cull ewes 
from the flock that are not measuring up to your standards 
for production or health. I really hate culling ewes because 
they are like part of the family - especially old trouble free, 
good producers. The lambs are hard to send but the old 
ewes are even harder to part with. However, I try to 
remember what happened one year when I had to cut the 
flock in half. I sold some good ones for breeding stock and 
then I culled anything that had any reason to go. We had 
such an easy lambing the next spring that it really opened 
my eyes to what a good culling program can do for your 
flock.  

So how 
to you 
d e c i d e 
w h o 
goes on 
t h e 
t r u c k ? 
S t a r t 

with old ewes (this all applies to meat goats, too). Some 
people cull anything over 6 years old. I tend more to culling 
anything over 8 or 10 years old mostly because those old 
reliable ewes are good producers. The problem is you 
suddenly realize some February that their teeth aren’t that 
good and they aren’t surviving the winter that well and they 
will have a hard time at lambing and then raising their 
lambs. Try to remember it isn’t as nice in February as it is in 
the fall.  

Any ewe that won’t breed and hasn’t lambed is just 
mooching off of you unless there is a good management 
reason for her to not breed….like they weren’t big/old 
enough, they were in poor condition due to poor feeding or 
other things that might be the shepherds fault. Most of 
these ewes will stand out in your flock because they are 
overconditioned.  

Foot problems that just seem to never clear up are grounds 
for dismissal as well. Chances are if you have treated a ewe 

and she keeps coming back with a sore foot or two she is 
just spreading it to others in the flock. She is a good 
candidate for culling.  

Checking teeth on ewes can be done when you are 
FAMACHA checking or de-
worming. I have been 
shocked to find only one 
tooth on the bottom in the 
front on some ewes. Molars 
can also wear so that they are 
very sharp and hurt the ewe’s 
mouth. Check any ewe that 
has green around her mouth 
as well, since she is drooling 
for a reason and it could be her teeth. A ewe that just can’t 
seem to get her body condition up to par may have a tooth 
or foot problem.  

Production is of course the thing that we should be culling 
for. Ewes that don’t take good care of their lambs are high 
on the list. Those that have singles every year are next, 
although if they raise a big single and you don’t keep their 
offspring they are not a bad animals to keep since you 
already spent the money to raise them. Yearlings are 
excused from this rule if they are lambing at a year old. 
Ewes that have twins but they are both puny or one is big 
and the other is tiny should be considered as candidates. I 
like to add up the total weaning weights of a ewe’s lambs 
and see if it is 90 lbs or more. Or compare it to the average 
in your flock. Singles will not add up to what twins and 
triplets do but they should be big. The number you compare 
to will vary with the breed frame size  

That brings us around to udder checks. Any ewe that had 
mastitis should be checked and culled if the udder is lumpy 
or one-sided….unless you really love raising bottle lambs. 
Older ewes sometimes have misshapen udders due to years 
of lambs butting them to get milk and they do get worn out 
eventually. Take a look at your ewes’ udders when they are 
lined up at the feeder or even when they are grazing and 
you can walk among them. Make note of what you see and 
consider that when you are making culling decisions.  

Resilience to parasites is another trait worth considering. 
Ewes that constantly need treating even though they aren’t 
working hard should be on the “maybe” list. Ewes nursing 
twins and triplets on pasture are working hard, as are 
yearlings. Old sheep and goats become more susceptible to 
parasites when other age-related things like teeth start to 
weaken them. Just another reason to sell them before they 
get too old.  

Then there are the few that we are looking forward to 
culling…the bulldozer and the fence jumper. I once stuck a 

(Continued on page 13) 



NNY Sheep & Goat News  

Cont’d 

Page 13 Page 13 

good ewe on the truck after she knocked me down the 
second time in one sorting session. I have never regretted 
it. Selling the goat or sheep that can open the gate, or that 
climbs the tree and gets out and lets the others out is a 
good idea.  

What can you do with cull ewes? You can make Italian 
sausage, ground “lamb” or dog treats. You can sell them to 
New Holland or at the local auction. Your price will reflect 
the condition of the ewe you send. Too skinny or too fat 
ewes will be docked some from the going price. Prices over 
the last ten years have varied from $.30 to $1.20 per 
pound.  

Culling decisions can be hard to make and stick to. We all 
have that one we love, or that has the cute markings, or 
that the kids are attached to, and it is alright to keep those 
sometimes. At ELF we tend to keep some friendly ones 
because they are great to use for labs and classes. Just be 
aware that you are probably making more work for yourself 
in the long run. You can choose to let your animals die at 
home but it is not always the peaceful passing that you 
picture. They sometimes basically starve to death or 
become very uncomfortable at the end. If you only have a 
few sheep or goats as pets you can afford to have the vet 
put them down at the end but that is not really a good 
solution in a bigger commercial flock. As much as I hate to 
cull any of my ewes I try to keep that in mind.  

In order to be able to make good culling decisions you need 
to know which ewe is which and which lambs belong to 
which ewe. A good identification program is a must. What 
about your rams? Next month to topic will be culling rams 
from the flock and ways to ID your animals.  

 

For more information on agriculture in Northern New York, 
visit the St. Lawrence County CCE website or the Cornell 
Cooperative Extension of Northern New York website at 
www.cceslc.com, www.ccenny.com, www.nnyagdev.org . 
Cornell Cooperative Extension provides equal program and 
employment opportunities. 

 

  

Betsy Hodge is a CCE St. Lawrence County Livestock 
Educator; she can be reached at Cornell Cooperative 
Extension of St. Lawrence County, 315-379-9192, 
bmf9@cornell.edu.  

 

(Continued from page 12) 
Cornell Bull Test is Seeking Consignors lanning is 
underway for the fourth year of the Cornell All Forage Fed 
Bull Test. Gain on last year’s 140-day test was a success 
with an average gain of 2.1 lb on a diet of ensiled forages 
and minerals. Monthly updates were provided to consignors 
and other producers with the information posted to: 
http://beefcattle.ansci.cornell.edu/. The 25 bulls were body 
conditioned scored and weighed every 28 days. Hip heights 
were measured to determine frame scores. Breeding 
soundness and carcass ultrasound exams were performed at 
the conclusion of the test.  
 

New York is well positioned to take advantage of the growing 
demand for pasture-finished beef due to its rich grazing 
resources and proximity to large urban markets. One of the 
keys to profitable production is the use of genetics that will 
result in a quality product within a feasible timeframe. 
Raising animals through a second winter presents challenges 
b o t h  f r o m  a n 
economica l  and 
p r o d u c t i o n 
s tandpoin t .  The 
forage based test is a 
cost-effective option 
to help breeders and 
buyers assess and 
compare bull cohorts 
r a i s e d  u n d e r 
c o m m e r c i a l 
conditions.  
 

Comments from one of last year’s consignors Roy Brubaker, 
Blue Rooster Farm in East Waterford, PA, says, “For not a 
whole lot more than what it would cost me to feed our young 
bulls, the test provided a full range of data from ADG to 
ultrasound and breeding soundness; all within the context of 
an all-forage diet which is how we raise our cattle. But the 
value of having good data at an affordable price is only the 
tip of the iceberg. What matters even more to us is the 
collective learning opportunity the test provides for those 
interested in providing both objective information and real 
genetic value within the grass-finishing segment of the beef 
industry.”  
 
The upcoming year’s test will be 112 days. Discussion is 
underway to add an optional 84-day grazing component. 
Delivery dates are January 8 and 9 with the test beginning 
January 15. Nomination form with a non-refundable $50 
deposit is due by October 15. If you are interested in 
consigning or want additional information, contact Nancy 
Glazier at (585) 315-7746, nig3@cornell.edu or Mike Baker 
at (607) 255-5923, mjb228@cornell.edu. Test rules and 
forms can be found at http://beefcattle.ansci.cornell.edu 

Cornell Bull Test is Seeking Consignors  
 By Nancy Glazier, NWNY Dairy, Livestock,  

Field Crops Team 



AgNews! Page 14 
 

Questions about  
Field Crops? 

Contact: 
 Kitty O’Neil at     

 (315) 379-9192 ext. 253 
or by email at  

kao32@cornell.edu  

 Our NNYADP grant-funded survey of Alfalfa Snout 
Beetle (ASB) infestations across the North Country is 
progressing quickly as the late September through 
October opportunity for scouting is beginning to taper 
down. Several CCE and Cornell staff and a few 
collaborators will continue to inspect alfalfa, alfalfa-
grass and a few clover fields to look for ASB over the 
next couple of weeks.  If you’re concerned you may 
have ASB on your farm, make sure to notify us so we 
can check your fields.  A quick walk around the field 
with a good eye and a spade is all that is needed.  We 
have discovered some expanded infestations this fall, 
beyond what was already known.  The outcome of this 
survey will be an accurately updated map of ASB 
problem areas.   

 Cover crops for this winter are in the ground and it’s 
encouraging to see how many are in place.  A few 
fields are part of a 2015-2016 St. Lawrence County 
SWCD Soil Health project.  Planted now, winter cover 
crops will help to hold soil and nutrients in place over 
the late fall, winter and early spring months.  In the 
long term, winter cover crops have been shown to 
reduce erosion and nutrient losses, and to enhance 
soil structure and soil organic matter.  In some crop 
rotations, spring row crops can be no-till planted into 
the standing, rolled or killed cover crop in the spring.  

 A crop scouting class, “Pests, Production, Pests and 
Profitability – Neighborhood On-Farm Education for 
Field Corn and Alfalfa” was offered in Franklin County 
this past season and is being planned for Clinton and 
Essex Counties during the 2016 growing season.  The 
PPP course is modeled after the NYS IPM Tactical 
Agriculture (TAg) on-farm educational program, which 
has a remarkably successful reputation.  Since the TAg 
Team program began in 1990, classes have been 
offered in 34+ NY counties, producing over 1200 
alumni. Like TAg Teams, the new PPP course is a 
season-long, hands-on, small and intensive series of 
monthly meetings for farmers and field crop 
producers.  It requires a bit of commitment, but if 
you’re in Clinton or Essex Counties and are interested 
in coming on-board for 2016, contact Sara Bull at the 
Clinton County CCE office ((518) 561-7450), Anita 
Deming at the Essex County CCE office ((518) 962-
4810) or Kitty O’Neil at the St. Lawrence County office 
((315) 379-9192). 

Dr. Quirine Ketterings’ Nutrient Management Spear 
Program recently produced an article on the economic 
impact of double cropping a winter cereal forage with corn 

(Continued from page 7) silage.  Link to an online version here.  A 
less detailed, more boiled-down article 
on this subject is forthcoming in the next 
few weeks.  NNY farmers and their practices feature 
prominently in this work.  A NNYADP grant funded the 
analysis and several NNY farms were used for data 
collection and case studies.  

 Conclusions of the study are as follows: 

 Previous research found that yields averaged 1.62 and 
2.18 tons of dry matter (DM) per acre for cereal rye and 
triticale, respectively, and 71% of all fields in the study 
exceeded 1.5 tons DM/acre (Ketterings et al., 2014). 

 Economic analyses suggest that double cropping a 
winter cereal for forage following corn silage has the 
potential to be an economically attractive, beneficial 
change in practice for dairy farms in NY.  

 Costs of production analyses suggest that double 
cropped winter cereals likely compare favorably to costs 
and/or values of alternative forages over a range of 
expected winter cereal yields.  

 Partial budget analyses suggest that adoption of double 
cropped winter cereals as forages could be an 
economically beneficial change in practice for dairy 
farms (expected changes in profit exceed zero over a 
range of key factors).  

 Break-even analyses suggest that producers have to 
obtain yields around 2 tons DM per acre to ensure that 
a double cropped winter cereal’s expected benefits are 
greater than or equal to expected changes in costs 
under the most demanding, least favorable set of 
assumptions (i.e., 75 lbs N/acre at green-up and a corn 
silage yield reduction of 1 ton DM per acre).  

 Results are sensitive to a number of factors including 
expected winter cereal yield, expected value of forage, 
spring N addition needed, expected effect on corn silage 
yield and others. 

 

Ear to the Ground 
Cont’d 
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Dairy farmers may be interested to hear Jed Davis, from Agri-Mark/Cabot Creamery Cooperative speak to farming and 
agriculture as it pertains to economic development. He will be guest speaker at the Malone Chamber of Commerce Annual 
Dinner.   

Winter really is coming. It’s time to turn your attention indoors for a bit. It’s well documented that houseplants improve our 
indoor living environment. Both through cleaning the air as well as making a room feel more hospitable and friendly. Since 
many of us may be shopping for gifts this time of year, I’d like to put in a plug for houseplants as gifts. They’re good for 
any diet and cheer up a room. While you’re at it, pick up one or two for yourself, too. When choosing the right plant to give 
as a gift, it helps to consider your intended recipient. If you know the person struggles with houseplants and really doesn’t 
enjoy them, then consider a poinsettia or cyclamen. Both of these plants have long lasting color and, when they eventually 
lose their good looks, they can be thrown away with no guilt. The cost the same or even less than a flower arrangement 
and they last a lot longer. You can expect both poinsettias and cyclamen to stay in bloom for a few months after 
purchasing, they are an excellent value. But if you have a friend who enjoys houseplants, then I suggest you consider one 
of my favorites, the Christmas cactus. I’ve had mine for years and it blooms about three times each winter without my having to 
do anything special. It has few problems and is quite easy to grow.  
 
 

There are a few things to know that will help you make them thrive for years. First, you usually find them for sale in bud or in 
bloom this time of year. Don’t be too alarmed if some of the buds drop off when you get it home. They are apt to do this if 
exposed to sudden cold temperatures, such as on the car ride home, or other sudden 
changes. The plant is fine and will produce a new set of flower buds in a few weeks. 
 
Second, although these are called cactus, they are jungle cactus, not desert cactus. Full 
sun and dry soil are very hard on them. They do best when they receive bright, indirect 
light and don’t get too dry between waterings. You can tell when they’re getting too much 
sun because the leaves on the sunny side will bleach out and just look stressed. Although 
this isn’t critical to survival, try to make yourself aggressively prune your Christmas cactus 
at least once a year. I’m sure everyone has seen overgrown specimens of this plant, with 
long, drooping stems and bare, woody bases that are not very attractive. These plants 
thrive with a good pruning. The stems thicken up so they arch nicely up and outward and 
more energy is directed to producing flowers instead of stems. The stems are a sequence 
of flat segments, attached in a chain-like formation. To prune, just twist a segment until it detaches. Remove any limp or floppy 
segments; when in doubt, remove more. It takes a bold hand to do this properly but your plant will thrive with this attention. I try 
to prune right after the blossoms have dropped before new ones develop. And last of all, give your Christmas cactus a drink of 
liquid fertilizer a few times a year, especially after pruning or just as new flower buds begin to form. 

 
Christmas Cactus - an Ideal Holiday Gift 

Amy Ivy ,  Regional Vegetable/Berry Specialist  

 

Malone Chamber of Commerce  
Presents  Guest Speaker Jed Davis 
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Is That an Eagle? 
 Richard Gast; Extension Educator – Horticulture 
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Franklin County 

It was an absolutely beautiful mid-October afternoon; 
crisp and cool, deep blue sky, the leaves are at their 
peak. "Is that an Eagle?" my friend asked, motioning me 
to look up from the open field where we were standing. 
High above us, directly overhead, a majestic, dark 
brown bird with an impressive wingspan was effortlessly 
gliding gracefully northward; floating on wings held 
perfectly still, until it disappeared from sight.  It lacked 
the distinctive white head and tail, which mature bald 
eagles acquire when they are four or five years old, and 
which would have made it much easier to identify, even 

at that distance, but I do believe it was a bald eagle; an 
adolescent.  The bald eagle is the only eagle unique to North 
America. They may live for 30 years or more in the wild. Pairs 
mate for life, selecting nesting territories which they use 
throughout their lives; most often within 250 miles of the area 
in which they fledged. They frequently return to the same nest 
year after year, producing one or two offspring annually. Nests 
are commonly located far above the ground, in tall, live white 
pines growing at or near the water’s edge. In New York, the 
young fledge by mid- to late-summer, at about 12 weeks old. 
By 20 weeks they are largely independent. When courting, a 
pair of bald eagles will lock their talons together at high 
altitudes and then free-fall; tumbling toward the earth below, 
finally breaking their hold on one another as they approach 
the ground.  
 

 Bald eagles are among the largest raptors found in North 
America; standing about 30 inches tall and sporting a six- to 
seven-foot wingspan. Because their bones are hollow and 
much lighter than the bones of mammals, and the bulk of 
their size is in their feathers, bald eagles weigh only between 
8 and 14 pounds; making them markedly lighter than they 
appear.  As winter sets in and our lakes and rivers freeze over, 
many of the bald eagles nesting in our region will start their 
migration to areas of open fresh water or to the Atlantic coast. 
They ride columns of rising air, called thermals, to altitudes as 
high as 10,000 feet, spiraling as they ascend. When the 
updraft diminishes, they select their direction and soar 
straight ahead, achieving speeds of 30 to 35 mph in a 
controlled descent, lower and lower, until they come upon 
another thermal updraft and start to climb, once again. 
(Cumulous clouds are often tell-tale signs of thermals; forming 
at the point where the moisture in the column of rising air 
cools and condenses.)  
 

 In 1782, when the bald eagle was declared America's 
national symbol, there were hundreds of thousands of them 
living in North America. But they were hunted for sport and for 
their feathers, which were used in trade. The federal 
government, believing eagles were a threat to livestock, 
placed bounties on both bald and golden eagles. And, as the 
human population increased, essential food sources 
(waterfowl and fish) were depleted. Hunting and harvesting 
continued until the Bald Eagle Protection Act, which 

prohibited the killing or selling of bald eagles, was enacted in 
1940. 
Their numbers continued to decline, however, primarily 
because of the use of the now-banned pesticide DDT, which 
washed into waterways and collected in the fatty tissues of 
fish. Eagles ingesting contaminated fish became sterile, or 
laid eggs with shells so fragile that they fractured under the 

weight of incubating 
adults. By the mid-1960s, 
barely 400 nesting pairs 
of bald eagles survived in 
the 48 contiguous states. 
None lived in the 
Adirondacks or northern 
New York. In 1967, bald 
eagles living south of the 
40th parallel were listed 

as endangered under the Endangered Species Preservation 
Act of 1966. With the passing of the Endangered Species Act 
of 1973, bald eagles in Michigan, Minnesota, Oregon, 
Washington and Wisconsin became designated as 
threatened; not endangered. 
 

 
In 1976, working with the US Fish and Wildlife Service and 
Dr. Tom Cade of the Cornell University Laboratory of 
Ornithology, a team of New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation (DEC) specialists took on the 
task of repopulating the state with bald eagles; a process 
known as ‘hacking’. The DEC team placed pre-fledging 
eaglets, obtained from the wild in other states, in cages on 
nesting platforms within Montezuma National Wildlife 
Refuge, just north of Cayuga Lake, where they fed and 
watched over them from blinds, so the young eagles wouldn’t 
lose their fear of humans. Once their feathers were fully 
developed, they were allowed to fledge. In 1980, the first two 
eagles released at Montezuma were found nesting near 
Watertown. They hatched two eaglets and fledged one. In 
1981, DEC eagle biologist Peter Nye brought eaglets from 
the wilds of Alaska to NY for release into the Adirondacks. 
Hacking towers were established at the south end of 
Follensby Pond, east of Tupper Lake, in an area previously 
known to be an eagle nesting site.  New York’s bald eagle 
restoration program ended successfully in 1989. In 2010, 
DEC reported that there were 173 breeding pairs of bald 
eagles in New York State. Their numbers continue to 
increase. Golden eagles once nested in the Adirondacks 
also; in small numbers. According to DEC, there are still 
some breeding pairs found in eastern Canada. They are 
occasionally seen in northern NY during their fall and spring 
migrations. Juvenile bald eagles are sometimes mistakenly 
identified as immature golden eagles. The bald eagle was 
removed from the endangered species list in 2007. And 
today, the 48 adjoining states are home to more than 
10,000 nesting pairs of bald eagles. 
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Questions about  

Energy,  

Natural Resources  

& Horticulture 

Contact Rich  
at 518-483-7403  

or  
 email: rlg24@cornell.edu 

Thunder Snow 
Paul Hetzler, Cornell Cooperative Extension of St. Lawrence County 

One of the perks of living 
in the eastern Lake 
Ontario snow belt is, in 
addition to bragging 
r ights—to  everyone 
outside the Buffalo 
region at least—about 
snowfall amounts and 
winter-hardiness, is a 
phenomenon called thundersnow. (Turns out that needing a 
compass to cross your back yard and being able to 
snowshoe up to your second-story window don’t qualify as 
perks.)  

It sounds like an awesome name for a snowmobile race, but 
it’s just a snowstorm with thunder and lightning thrown in. 
Worldwide it’s quite rare, but during lake-effect snowstorms 
in the Great Lakes region thunder snow events may occur as 
many as a few times per season. In most cases that season 
is winter. The British Isles, parts of Japan, and Halifax, Nova 
Scotia also get thundersnow.  

In the Iroquois, or Haudenosaune, tradition, the storytelling 
season comes to an end after the first thunder of the year. I 
don’t know what kind of a wrench wintertime thunder throws 
into the tradition, though. For those Haudenosaune who love 
storytelling (most, I assume), one good thing is that when 

lake-effect snow falls 
at a rate of four inches 
per hour, it makes a 
heck of an acoustic 
blanket. The sound of 
thunder during a 
snowstorm is muffled 
and only carries a short 
distance—a mile or so—
u n l i k e  s u m m e r 

thunder, which might be audible for five to ten miles. 

Lake-effect snow, of course, happens when cold air passes 
over an expanse of relatively warm water. Lake-effect events 
can produce exceptionally heavy rates, and thus 
accumulations, of snowfall. Thunder snow can also produce 
round lightweight ice pellets that look much like Styrofoam 
beads used in packing. They also feel like packing beads, 
except colder. These pellets are known as graupel, a German 
word meaning “packing pellets for beer coolers,” or 
something like that, I’m sure. 

Lightning in winter is potentially as dangerous as it is in 
summer, except that not quite as many people are out 
swimming, golfing or picnicking. (I’m told that for parts of the 
Tug Hill Plateau this is not necessarily the case.) According 
to the National Lightning Safety Institute, lightning fatalities 
do occur during thundersnow.  The winter of 1996 saw at 
least two lightning-caused deaths, and four teenagers 

sledding in Maine were struck in 2002. Because snow 
dampens the sound of thunder in a winter storm, 
people may not hear it until the lightning strikes are 
very close by.  

Although the lake-effect snow regions of upstate New 
York see more than their fair share of thunder snow 
(and snow, deicing salt, snow, road closures, snow, 
snow, etc.), consider these facts: The World 
Meteorological Organization reports that Kampala, 
Uganda has on average 280 thunderstorms per year. 
And in the winter of 1971, Mt. Rainier, WA received 
1,224.5 inches of snow (1,320 feet is a quarter-mile). In 
light of this I’d say snow-belt residents have nothing to 
complain about. But then they don’t tend to complain 
anyway. 

 

Safe travels to all during the 
holiday season, and remember to 
put on snow tires. All-season 
radials are only safe all season in 
climates where it never snows. 
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Got Knotweed? As North Country Invasives Go, It’s Very Hard to Eradicate  
By Paul Hetzler, Horticulture and Natural Resources Educator, CCE St. Lawrence County 

Often termed “bamboo” because of its hollow jointed 
stems and impressive growth rate, Japanese knotweed 
(Fallopia japonica) is well-established in Northern New 
York. As the name suggests, it’s from “away.” Native to 
Japan and Korea, it was imported to the U.S. in the late 
1800s as an ornamental.  
 
In its home range it grows in some of the least hospitable 
sites, including—reportedly—in pure volcanic ash. 
Compared to that, just about anywhere in our region is a 
paradise. In back yards and vacant lots, along utility and 

rail rights-of-way and stream banks, this exotic plant thrives, 
forming dense thickets. Children love to play in these 
“forests,” but most adults aren’t keen on having to beat back 
the invader from their gardens and lawns. But because 
knotweed can provide instant privacy, some welcome it. As 
invasive plants go, it could be worse. Knotweed doesn’t 
blister your skin like giant hogweed and wild parsnip do or 
stamp out forest regeneration in your woodlot the way 
swallow-wort does. It’s not poisonous to animals; in fact it’s 
grazed by deer, rabbits and even livestock. Maybe the “best” 
part is that it produces little or no viable seed. And it has 
some genuine good points. It is a source of resveratrol, a 

compound which 
shows promise in the 
treatment of cancer 
and heart disease. Its 
flowers, while unable 
to beget offspring, 
produce loads of 
nectar and pollen, and 
are an important late-
season nectary (I’ve 
been waiting to use 
that  word)  fo r 
honeybees and wild 
pollinators. It’s also 

edible. The young shoots taste much like rhubarb, and can 
even be made into pie.  
 
Of course knotweed has many strikes against it or folks 
wouldn’t get so agitated when you mention its name. The 
major complaint is probably that it’s hard to eradicate. It 
spreads through its tough perennial roots (rhizomes), which 
may be unparalleled in their tenacity. You can smother 
knotweed for several years only to have it reappear like 
Houdini when you yank the covering back. Knotweed can be 
moved accidentally with soil or fill, as a teeny bit of rhizome is 
all it takes for trouble to start. When I moved into my home 
the whole back side was engulfed by knotweed, as was most 
of the yard. For six years I mowed weekly, and by year seven 
it appeared I had triumphed. Then after a summer free of the 
weed, a number of knotweed shoots, wan and tentative 
though they were, arose the following spring. (They’re gone 
now.)  

Arduous as that 
may sound, I 
actually consider 
knotweed one of 
t h e  e a s i e s t 
invasive plants to 
manage on dry 
ground. But in O 
riparian habitats, 
i . e .  a l o n g 
waterways, it is a 
true monster. Its superpower? A tiny fragment of stem, root 
or leaf, so long as it stays moist, quickly becomes an 
impenetrable thicket. Fluctuating water levels wash plant 
fragments downstream, creating innumerable knotweed 
colonies. In some stretches of the Oswego and Salmon 
Rivers, the banks are literally walls of Japanese knotweed. 
It restricts—sometimes eliminates— water access, and out-
competes existing vegetation. Because its tops die back 
each fall it does not mitigate erosion the way native 
shoreline plants like willow and shrub dogwood do, and 
water quality and habitat suffer. As much as I’d rather avoid 
pesticides, I have to admit that with the right herbicide 
knotweed is as easy as, um, pie to kill. Glyphosate, the 
active ingredient in products like Roundup, is extremely 
effective when applied at the optimal timing (early fall) and 
right concentration. Along shorelines, where killing 
knotweed is most essential, non-chemical methods are of 
limited use. Stem injection, the labor-intensive process of 
injecting each stalk with a small dose of concentrated 
glyphosate, is safe to use right up to the water’s edge, and 
is very effective. Another riparian option is the cut-stem 
method, where stalks are cut and removed, and the 
“stumps” treated with glyphosate. Good old-fashioned foliar 
application can be employed a safe distance from surface 
waters.  
 

 
So what about backyard knotweed? Non-chemical methods 
include repeated hand-pulling (where practical) or mowing, 
and smothering. If you choose herbicide, which application 
method is best? The St. Lawrence-Eastern Lake Ontario 
Partnership for Invasive Species Management just 
concluded a three-year knotweed eradication project on a 
section of the Salmon River near Pulaski. They found that 
after three years there was no measurable difference 
between the three methods. Given that a stem injector 
costs hundreds of dollars and foliar application goes at 
least ten times faster than the cut-stem method, the best 
option might be the equally effective but cheaper and 
easier one. Please note that while it’s legal to treat 
knotweed on your own property, you must have a NYSDEC 
pesticide applicator license to do so anywhere else, even at 
your next-door neighbor’s or mom’s place. Just saying. And 
always follow label instructions.  



 

The Christmas Poinsettia 
By: Richard Gast: Horticulture Educator CCE Franklin County 

 
According to the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Floriculture Crops Survey, the number of U.S. floriculture 
operations with sales of $100,000 or more totaled 2,510 for 2014, down 5 percent from 2,632 in 2013. Nursery operations 
with $100,000 or more in sales, in 15 program states, accounted for 97 
percent of the total value of $4.07 billion in U.S. floriculture crops, yet 
comprised only 52 percent of U.S. producers. California accounts for more 
than a quarter (26%) of the total wholesale value of the floriculture crops 
propagated by these large producers. Florida ranks second with 22 
percent. Michigan ranks third with 10 percent. North Carolina and Texas 
are fourth and fifth, accounting for 6 and 5 percent respectively. In 2014, 
these large producers, in the 15 program states, sold more than 33 million 
potted poinsettias; slightly less than in 2013. The value of the percentage 
of the poinsettia crop sold at wholesale prices was nearly $141 million, 
making poinsettias a sales leader. Orchids, with a 2014 wholesale value of 
$32,668,000, placed a distant second. Chrysanthemums ranked third with wholesale sales of $21,767,000. 
 

California is the nation’s #1 poinsettia-producing state. In 2014, forty-eight California producers grew just under 7 million 
potted poinsettias. All of them (100%) were sold wholesale. Their value was nearly $22 million. 
Fifty-one New York nurseries grew 2.565 million potted poinsettia plants in 2014. Ninety five percent of them were sold 
wholesale, with the value of those roughly 2.4 million poinsettia plants amounting to just under $11 million.   
Although they are sold at retail outlets only from mid-November until Christmas, poinsettias are the single most valuable 
flowering plant crop grown in the United States. And they are far and away the most popular potted flowering or foliage plant 
of the Christmas season. Poinsettias are native to Central America. In their natural environment, they are flowering shrubs 
that often grow eight to ten feet tall. Originally red, newer varieties include white, pink, burgundy, yellow, and multi-colored 
cultivars. Some have curled bracts (the beautifully colored leaves that are often mistaken for flowers). Others sport variegated 
leaves. They belong to the euphorbia family, a group of about 3,000 plants distinguished by their milky white sap.  
 It is widely believed that poinsettias were prized by the ancient Aztecs who called them ‘cuetlaxochitle’ and looked upon them 
as a symbol of purity. They became associated with the celebration of Christmas centuries later, it is said, following a 
Christmas Eve miracle. Legend has it that a young servant girl came to Christmas Eve mass with a bouquet of weeds that 
she’d gathered on her way to church. She entered the chapel and saw that many precious gifts had been placed before the 
altar; flawless jewelry crafted from the finest silver and gold, magnificent food, and luxurious clothing. She approached the 
altar to place her humble gift among the others, hoping only that it would be acceptable. And as she knelt down, her bouquet 
of wild flowers burst into brilliant red blooms. Word of the miracle traveled quickly from village to village, and was passed 
down from generation to generation. The bright red flowers became known as Flores de Noche Buena – Flowers of the Holy 
Night. Today, poinsettias are commonly called Flores de Noche Buena throughout Central America. They bloom each year 
during the Christmas season. And the bracts are said to represent the Star of Bethlehem. They have been used by Franciscan 
priests in nativity processions since the 17th century.  The poinsettia (Euphorbia pulcherrima; literally, the most beautiful 
Euphorbia) was given its name by historian and horticulturist, William Prescott, in honor of Joel Roberts Poinsett. Poinsett, who 
had a penchant for botany, served as America’s first minister (or ambassador) to Mexico from 1825 to 1829 and is credited 
with, among other things, bringing the American elm (and Freemasonry) to Mexico; and the poinsettia (along with certain 
varieties of red and yellow mimosas, the Mexican rose, and a hibiscus that can change from white to pink in a day) to this 
country. In recognition of Joel Roberts Poinsett’s many accomplishments, December 12, the date of his death in 1851, was 
declared National Poinsettia Day by an Act of Congress.  
 

Contrary to popular belief, poinsettias are not poisonous. Studies conducted in cooperation with the Society of American 
Florists at Ohio State University found no toxicity to humans or pets at ingestion levels far exceeding those likely to occur in 
homes. Poinsettias are not meant to be eaten however, and some people may experience an allergic reaction to them. 
Therefore, it’s best to keep them beyond the reach of toddlers and away from inquisitive pets. 
It’s interesting to note that a two year study conducted by NASA scientists concluded that poinsettia plants remove 
formaldehyde pollution from indoor environments. Formaldehyde is found in building materials, carpeting, furniture, paper 
goods, and even some clothing. In 1992, poinsettia was added to a USDA list of houseplants most helpful in removing 
pollutants from indoor air. Holiday poinsettias do best in bright, indirect sunlight at comfortable temperatures (65 – 70 
degrees F). They don’t fare well when subjected to cold drafts or dry heat and require watering when the soil surface becomes 
dry to the touch. As they lose their bracts, poinsettias also lose their aesthetic appeal. Most folks simply add them to the 
compost pile, but with proper care (and a bit of luck), poinsettias can be saved and made to bloom again the following year. If 
you would like to know more, please contact me at Cornell Cooperative Extension of Franklin County at 518-483-7403. 
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Services  

 

Available free of charge  
SARE Bulletins  

 

 Profitable Poultry:  Raising Birds on Pasture 
 

 Marketing Strategies for Farmers & Ranchers  
 Transitioning to Organic  
 Limited Resource Farmers 

Stop by the CCE office to pick up 
yours today!   

 

 
Rick LeVitre 
Executive Director /Ag Team Leader 
 
 

 

Kim Morrill  
NNY Regional Dairy Specialist 
 

 

Richard Gast 
Horticulture, Natural Resource  
& Energy Educator 
 

Harry FeFee  
Ag Outreach Educator  
 

Kitty O’Neil 
 Regional Field Crops and Soils Specialist 

Ag Program Staff 

Buy, sell or Trade 

Roger Howard         518-358-2176 
Small square bales hay for horses and 
cattle. 

Jeff Gerow              518-358-4271 
Hay for Sale, 1st Cut grass, small square 
bales, 35-40 lbs.  Never been rained on.  3500 
bales.  Delivery available for charge.    
 

 
 
 

 

Mike O’Connor        t: 518 497-3022  
           C: 518 649-6970 
 
Dry round 1st, 2nd, and 3rd  cut  bales of hay. 

Marble River Alpacas 518-497-6009 
 Interested in the alpaca business?  Would 
you like to own some of these curious, 
loving, luxurious animals?  We’re located 
in Chateaugay, NY.  Call if interested. 

   
Alton Savage        518-483-3949 
For Sale: Baled Straw 

Malette HyView Acres  518 497-6837 

Alfalfa and Alfalfa mixed quality tested 
Round processed baleage, 1st, 2nd, 3rd 
cut. 

Ron Edgley           518-524-3550                                                                 
          518-354-8448 
 

4 x 5 round dry bales, 1st and 2nd cut.    
Also, 4 x 4 round clover/grass mix baleage.   
Large quantities 

 Kristen Chambers        315-250-1742 
Hoof trimmer, call to schedule an 
appointment.  

FOR SALE 

355 WEST MAIN ST. SUITE 150 
MALONE, NY  12953  


