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MASTER GARDENER PLANT SALE MAY 15-16 
 

Mark your calendars for the annual CCEDC Master Gardener Plant Sale Friday and Saturday, 
May 15 and 16. Our plant sale features a wonderful selection of healthy annuals (flowering and 
foliage), perennials, vegetables and herbs. All plants are grown by our Master Gardener 
volunteers.  
 
The greenhouse is nice and toasty now, and filling 
up with hundreds and hundreds of pots with plants. 
Vegetable seeds are germinating nicely, the last 
iteration of cuttings is rooting, herbs are growing and 
soon we’ll be digging and potting up perennials.  
 
More details about the sale including lists of the 
annuals, herbs, and vegetables which will be offered 
are on our web site at CCEDC Master Gardener 
Plant Sale. Details on perennials will be posted early 
in May.      
 

 

Would you like to share the joy of shopping for great plants with 

other gardeners? Gift certificates are available. They may be 

purchased for any amount and are not redeemable for cash. 

Stop by the office, contact Nancy Halas by email at 

nh26@cornell.edu or call 845-677-8223 ext 115.   

 

This sale helps us continue our Master Gardener volunteer and 

community educational programming. Your support is greatly 

appreciated!  

http://ccedutchess.org/gardening/community-horticulture/master-gardener-plant-sale.php
http://ccedutchess.org/gardening/community-horticulture/master-gardener-plant-sale.php
mailto:nh26@cornell.edu
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    THROUGH THE HEDGEROW: 
DESIGNING AND INSTALLING THE INTERACTIVE  

BIRD AND BUTTERFLY GARDEN 
At Millbrook Community Preschool at Grace Church 

Part Two  
(Click here for Part One) 

 
By Sue Grumet, Master Gardener Volunteer 

 
Could there be anything more frustrating to a gardener than waiting for spring to arrive?  Master 
Gardener Volunteer Chris Ferrero and I (having survived the “polar vortex” that winter) could not 
wait for the weather to finally warm up. We were impatient to get started on the interactive bird 
and butterfly garden for Miss Maureen’s preschool classes in Millbrook, and although it was 
already the end of March, the ground was still covered in icy snow.   
 
Since our demonstration on seed planting three weeks earlier, the children had been 
conscientious about watching their marigold seeds and watering them according to our 
instructions.  Several of them even reported that little green leaves had started to sprout – proof 
that if the weatherman would only cooperate, we might be right on schedule for planting them 
outdoors in May. We would have to play the waiting game for now. 
 
When the slush finally did melt, our garden site revealed quite a bit of winter damage. We 
discovered that a good portion of the grass strip that faced the parking lot had been plowed up 
into a pile in the middle.  Not good. We would have to make sure that snow poles were installed 
in front of the garden so that next winter the snowplow driver would know where to stop.  This 
plowing had caused many of the existing perennials to be pushed together into a heap, and they 
would now need to be quickly divided and placed into permanent homes before suffering any 
more damage.  
 
We also faced the challenge of accurately identifying these 
newly emerging plants now all clustered together.  Chris and 
I were completely stumped by two large colonies of “sticks”, 
until I noticed the exact same “remains” in my own garden – 
Coreopsis verticillata  ‘Zagreb’!  We were encouraged by 
this, since ‘Zagreb’ is a favorite of bees and butterflies and 
has a very long blooming season.  This one was a keeper.   
 
Two separate colonies of purple Iris emerged as did a large 

specimen of Miscanthus sinensis.  The beautiful grass would serve as the 
punctuation mark at the very end of our garden.  We agreed that the 
‘Zagreb’ and Iris were the perfect start to our project since they would 
introduce both yellow and purple to our color scheme. How to proceed 
from there?   
 
Our one limiting factor for this garden was finances.  The budget was 
tight, especially if we wanted to incorporate some of the jazzier elements 
we had envisioned. But hey, we were Master Gardener Volunteers with 
large plots of our own – why not harvest the free resources of our own 
gardens to populate this one? 

http://ccedutchess.org/perch/resources/dutchess-dirt-january-2015.pdf
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Chris and I made a quick inventory of our own plants that would be attractive to birds, 
butterflies, and bees.  They would all need to be ironclad performers with long blooming periods, 
handsome foliage, and be (somewhat) unappealing to deer.  It was no surprise to us that many 
of the plants we owned had these characteristics already, since through Darwinian trial and 
error we had whittled our choices down to a privileged few. Some of our selections included 
Nepeta ‘Kit Kat’, Hylotelephium ‘Autumn Joy’, Monarda ‘Jacob Kline’, Agastache ‘Ava’ and 
Lampracampos spectible (Bleeding Heart) – we even threw in a little Lamiastrum “Hermann’s 
Pride’ for ground cover.  
 
As we plotted our plants to scale, there seemed to be something missing.  When we arrived in 
April for a site visit to discuss final placement, it hit us.  The playground equipment next to the 
strip was tall. There was a large wooden ship, as well as vertical slides and swings – so many 
upright elements competing with our low-slung garden.  We 
needed a focal point, and it needed to be a tall one.  What our 
garden was missing was a beautiful specimen tree in the 
middle, something that would bloom in spring, have berries for 
the birds, and not grow to too large a size.  Attractive branches 
and bark would be nice for winter interest too. Chris and I went 
back to the drawing board to research what might fit the bill.  
There was only one problem: we would be blowing up our 
budget on this one, since ornamental trees that were a decent 
size were very expensive. 
 
Maureen mentioned in passing that a local Millbrook nursery, 
Twin Brooks Gardens, had donated several trees to the town of 
Millbrook for an Arbor Day celebration.  Perhaps if Chris and I 
inquired, they might give us a break on the prices.  She also 
said that the owner, Dennis Gendron, had been wonderful to 
her nursery school students who attended, and that he seemed to be a very civic-minded 
business owner.  Well, it was worth a try.  Chris and I stopped in at Twin Brooks Gardens on a 
bitter cold day to speak with Dennis, and his response could not have been warmer.  We found 
out that his mom was also a Master Gardener Volunteer in another county, so he was more 
than willing to help us.  Not only did he donate the beautiful fringe tree (Chionanthur virginicus) 
that we used, he also sent his men over to deliver it and then come back later to set it in the 
hole that Chris and I excavated.  This project was forming a life of its own. 
 
Now, about that excavation site…  In the nursery, the fringe tree’s root ball didn’t look all that 
enormous, but once it was delivered – Yikes!  Needless to say, Chris and I both worked off a lot 
of winter weight that morning as we dug, pick-axed, and shoveled down several feet.  Lucky for 

us, the soils in Millbrook are not too rocky.  When Dennis’ workers 
returned, they carefully lowered our lovely tree into its site, and it looked 
like it belonged there.  It was perfect. 
 
We scheduled another planting day for the following week to set our 
perennials in and get the garden ready for the children.  The plan was to 
let them each plant a marigold into pre-determined spots, while Chris, 
Maureen, and I would talk about the importance of flowers and gardens 
to pollinators and birds.  We hoped that the children would be as excited 
for this phase of the project as they had been at the beginning, but to 
make sure this happened, Chris had an ace up her sleeve…   
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Planting day arrived, and who should be the star 
attraction?  Why, none other than Chris’ wonderful 
and patient therapy dog Brendan!  Brendan 
volunteers at the East Fishkill Library with Chris, 
where they help children with their reading and 
social skills.  Brendan is truly the rock star of dogs - 
Justin Bieber could not have generated the same 
excitement in the children as he did that morning.  
Chris explained to the students that Brendan was 
there to watch them plant their marigolds, since he 
was a bit of a “gardener” himself.  This was all the 

inspiration the children needed, and the digging and planting of the 
marigolds progressed under Brendan’s alert, though somewhat 
envious, gaze.   
 
At the end of the morning, what had once been an overgrown and 
weedy strip between the playground and the parking lot was now a 
lovely and colorful pollinator garden.  We actually had a small 
butterfly visit soon after our installation.  There were spaces 
intentionally left open in the plantings for the toad and fairy houses 
that Maureen’s classes would be building.  The fringe tree, 
besides being a lovely focal point, also serves as a safe perch for 
winged visitors to the birdbath sited beneath it, and when it gets 
bigger it will eventually hold bird feeders and a hanging bird 
house. And while this garden was built for the birds and 
pollinators, it was also created for the children, as well as Grace 
church members and the whole community of Millbrook. 
 

“One touch of Nature makes the whole world kin” 
William Shakespeare 
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BIRDSCAPING 
 

by Geneva Claire Hamilton, Master Gardener Intern 
 
During harsh winters, it is important for the survival of our feathered 
friends to provide a consistent supply of nourishing foods.  However, 
now that spring has arrived, this is the time to turn our attention to 
landscaping our gardens to create habitats for birds and other wildlife 
that will provide year-round natural food sources and allow them to 
engage in natural behaviors. 
 
The basic needs of all wildlife are food, water, shelter, and space.  
Ecosystem gardening involves creating places in your yard that 
resemble natural habitats in your area.  Ideally, an ecosystem garden should feature a blending 
of plant types:  tall trees, understory trees, shrubs, flowers, groundcover/leaf litter, and open 
areas of wildflowers/weeds/grasses, plus a water source.   

 
Landscaping your yard, no matter how small or large, with native 
plants will provide berries, seeds, fruit, nuts, catkins and, most 
importantly, insects.  Almost all birds feed insects to their young, 
regardless of what they eat as adults.   
 
Trees are the foundation of a birdscape by creating structure, 
height, shelter, food, and nesting sites, while shrubs provide 
food and habitat.  Trees and shrubs are used as host plants by 

many butterflies and moths, thereby providing food for birds as well.  A list of beneficial 
native trees and shrubs in your area may be found online.   

 
Native wildflowers, grasses, and perennials provide seed, pollen, nectar, insects, and spiders 
that feed birds and wildlife.  The list includes:  goldenrod, aster, sunflower, Joe pye weed, 
morning glory, lupine, viola, monarda, echinacea, black-eyed susan, blue-eyed grass, and 
thistle. The American Goldfinch prefers thistle seed as its food and delays nesting until 
midsummer when it can line its nest with thistledown.  Perhaps gardeners would look upon 
thistle plants more favorably if they knew that one single plant might be seen feeding more than 
a half-dozen Goldfinches at one time.   
 
Many birds, especially the Northern Cardinal, love thickets, 
which provide shelter, food, and nesting places and can be 
created by planting bushes such as elderberry, serviceberry, and 
blackberry.  Tree cavities provide protection, nesting sites and 
warm places for sleeping.  Brush piles made of fallen branches 
and twigs create hiding places and shelter for birds and attract 
insects that birds feed to their young in spring and summer.  
Evergreens offer the best protection for birds.    
 
After you have created a haven for birds, be sure not to undo your efforts by using herbicides, 
insecticides, or chemical fertilizers that are dangerous to birds and the insects they eat.  
 
Always provide birds with fresh, clean water for drinking, bathing, and grooming of feathers.  A 
variety of devices and heated birdbaths are available to keep water from freezing in winter.  
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Water sources should be shallow, provide birds with safe footing, and be somewhat elevated 
with an overhanging branch or protective shrub nearby for safety from cats and predators.      
By creating an ecosystem garden, you can make a difference in the lives of birds and other 
wildlife. 
 
 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Saturday April 11, 12:30-3pm, Rose Pruning Workshop, with “Der Rosenmeister”, Leon 
Gingnthal. The class will meet at Victoria Gardens at 12:30 pm, 1 Cottekill Rd. and Rte 213 in 
Rosendale and leave from there to the Rose Garden at Mohonk Mountain House. $15 per 
person. Preregistration required 845-658-9007. 
 
Sunday, April 12, 2pm, Marlboro Free Library on Route 9w in Marlboro, NY, The Hudson 
Valley Iris & Daylily Society will host a lecture on Dahlias presented by Amanda Chase, who  
operates Something to Crow About Dahlias which grows over 1700 dahlias.  Amanda will be 
bringing tubers for door prizes.  We begin gathering at 1:30 to socialize with snacks and 
beverages. The meeting starts at 2.  Join us and learn how to have beautiful dahlia flowers in 
your garden. 
 
Wednesday April 15, 5:30-6:30 pm, Stonecrop Gardens Guided Tour of Spring Bulbs, at  
81 Stonecrop Lane, Cold Spring, an informal group outing and tour with a staff horticulturist. 
Organized by Stonecrop with HVGA. Fee is $10, $8 for HVGA members and free for Stonecrop 
members. The event is weather permitting. For more information  and to register www.hvga.org 
or email info@hvga.org.  

May 1, 7 pm, Columbia-Greene Community College, Lyme and other Tick Bourne 
Diseases, by Dr. Brian Fallon, Director of the Tick-Bourne disease Research Center at 
Columbia University. There is no cost to attend, but re-registration is required. Click Here for 
online registration or call 518-622-9829 Ext 0.  

Saturday, May 2, 10am-3pm, Hudson Valley Garden Fair 2015 Montgomery Place, 25 
Gardeners Way, Red hook, NY. Presented by the Hudson Valley Garden Association. For more 
information, visit www.hvgardenfair.com 

 
 

WEBSITES TO VISIT              
 

 Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology – Creating a Garden for Birds 

 Attracting Birds to Your Backyard 

 The Best Ways to Attract More Song Birds to Your Property 

 Attracting Hummingbirds to Your Garden 

 How to Create a Butterfly and Hummingbird Garden 

 Identifying Trees: Summer and Winter Keys  
 
 
 

http://www.hvga.org/
https://pub.cce.cornell.edu/event_registration/main/events_action.cfm
http://www.hvgardenfair.com/
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/AllAboutBirds/notes/BirdNote13_Gardening.pdf
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/AllAboutBirds/attracting/carroll/index_html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/AllAboutBirds/attracting/landscaping/songbirds
http://www2.dnr.cornell.edu/ext/info/pubs/Wildlife/hummingbird%20fact%20sheet.pdf
http://www.njaudubon.org/sectionbackyardhabitat/createagarden.aspx
http://bhort.bh.cornell.edu/tree/keys.htm
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PLANT ID QUIZ 
 

                             
 
Last month’s quiz: Can you identify these trees 
by their bark? Hint, the one on the left is the 
same genus but different species from the one 
in the middle.  
 
The tree on the right is Prunus serotine, a 
common Black Cheery. The one in the middle 
is Carya ovata, Shagbark Hickory. The one of 

the left is Carya laciniosa  Shellbark hickory.  

 

 
Above are the nuts of the Shellbark (left) 
and Shagbark Hickories. The distinctive 
difference of the nuts (their shape and the 
thickness of the husk) was what determined 
the identification of the tree itself.   
 
The leaves are different too, but on these 
tress are too high up to see clearly.   

      
 

Need Soil pH Testing? Need Lawn or Plant Diagnosis? 
Have any gardening questions? 

 
The Horticulture Hotline, (845) 677-5067 is now open for the season. Samples for 
identification or diagnosis can be submitted all year long. Visit our Horticulture Diagnostic Lab 
website for reliable resources and information on our services. 
 
HELP SPREAD THE DIRT! Please forward a copy to anyone you think might be interested. To 
be added or removed from our e-mail list, or submit upcoming gardening events, contact Nancy 
Halas at nh26@cornell.edu, www.ccedutchess.org.  

 
 
Websites mentioned in Dutchess Dirt are provided as a courtesy to our readers. Mention of these websites does not imply 
endorsement by Cornell University, Cornell Cooperative Extension or by the author.  

 

  

Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, and 
Individuals with Disabilities and provides equal program and employment opportunities. 

The programs provided by this agency are partially funded by monies received from the County of Dutchess. 

http://ccedutchess.org/aghort/community-horticulture/95-horticulture-diagnostic-lab
http://ccedutchess.org/aghort/community-horticulture/95-horticulture-diagnostic-lab
mailto:nh26@cornell.edu
http://www.ccedutchess.org/

