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THE 2015 DUTCHESS COUNTY FAIR 
By Joyce Tomaselli, CCEDC Community Horticulture Educator 

   
Annually, the Dutchess County Fair draws thousands of visitors, hundreds of vendors and 
scores of exhibitors to our community. CCEDC staff and volunteers support activities in many 
areas, especially on Livestock Hill and in the Horticulture Building.  Preparation begins weeks in 
advance and exhibits are staffed all week.  

This year, Master Gardener volunteers staffed three horticulture exhibits: Ask a Master 
Gardener; Home Composting; and Dutchess County Recycling. Over 7,000 Fair visitors stopped 
to ask questions and to learn about gardening and organics recycling.  

The Ask a Master Gardener booth has been a 
featured of the Horticulture Building for over 20 
years. Folks from all over stop to ask about 
vegetables, perennials, trees, shrubs, lawns, 
insects, pests and plant diseases.  Some arrive 
with a list of questions or with samples or 
photographs for identification. Some ask about 
plants they see in the elsewhere in the building, 
especially those used by local landscapers who 
set up amazing displays for the week. Often there 
are more complicated problems to solve.  

This year was no exception. We were asked for low maintenance groundcovers for a sunny 
rocky hill, for low-growing plants to fill in gaps in a yew hedge heavily damaged by deer, and for 
small evergreens suitable for shade. Mole, vole and chipmunk control were the most frequent 
wildlife inquiries. Several homeowners asked about on lawns, and were reminded to mow high, 
avoid drought stress, and if watering to do it early in the morning to discourage fungal diseases. 
There were fewer insect questions this year. But there were definitely more questions about 
problems with vegetables and fruit, including fungal diseases and lack of fruit set - both which 
ight have been due to weather.  (Read the next newsletter article for more on tomatoes.)  
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The Home Compost display, in its third year, attracted many 
visitors. Funded by a Dutchess County APG grant, large 
displays provide education on the need to reduce waste, what 
composting is and how it works, the biology inside the compost 
pile, different types of structures which can be used, compost 
use, vermicomposting, and troubleshooting problems.   

 Fairgoers were asked “Do you 
compost?” and “Do you compost well?” 
Many said that they did compost, few 

thought they did it well. The most common discussion was about 
balancing the amount of material high in nitrogen, the “greens”, with the 
appropriate amount of materials high in carbon, the “browns”. Each 
amount of green material should be matched with three times as much 
brown material. Food scraps for example are high quite high in nitrogen 
, so should be balanced with high carbon materials such as shredded 
paper and wood chips. Garden waste is already good mix of greens and 
browns so usually it composts well without by itself. Autumn leaves 
chopped up with lawn grass are balanced mix too. 

Children and adults were invited to “Check out” finished compost, to 
look at a Vermicompost display and to play a challenging compost 
question and answer game created by MG Barb Kull.  

The recycling display was new last year, also funded by a Dutchess 
County APG grant; it is especially targeted to local residents.  Source 
separation has been mandatory for years (you must separate waste 
from recyclables) and but recent advances in single stream recycling 
(all recyclables go into one container) aren’t always understood.   

The exhibit includes explanatory signage on the Dutchess County 
Waste to Energy Facility and the ReCommunity recycling facility. 
Visual examples of typical recyclables and waste are set up to explain 
“what goes where” based on guidelines from both facilities. The vast 
majority of folks confirmed that they recycle, admitted that they are 
often confused which items are waste and which are recyclable, and 
often needed to be reminded to separate flimsy bags altogether and 
to return to local grocery stores for special processing. Several people 
told us that they had seen the exhibit last year and significantly 
decreased their waste, usually by more than half!  

One family came with some examples of items they 
weren’t sure about (mylar which is waste, glossy printed 
cardboard which recyclable, and dry cleaning bags which 
are flimsy plastic)  and happily congratulated each other 
about for being correct in their assessments.  

Many thanks go to the more than 30 Master Gardener 
volunteers who shared their time and knowledge at the 
Fair. See you there next year! 
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TOMATO FAVORITES AND CHALLENGES 
By Heather Brenner, CCEDC Master Gardener Volunteer 

   
I purchased some great tomatoes this year at our plant sale and others I grew from seed.  A few 
examples were: Sun Gold cherry tomatoes, Chocolate cherry tomatoes, and Iron Lady.  All 
seemed to do pretty well in my garden this year with the exception of Septoria leaf spot covering 
most of my tomato plants from all of the June rain.  I have diligently gone out to my garden to 
remove as much of these diseased leaves with pruners in hand (and alcohol to clean them), but 
the fungus is pretty relentless once it begins to show its face.  Next year, I plant on mulching my 
beds to be better prepared and prevent this from occurring.   

I purchase new varieties for one reason or another, but mostly I choose my tomatoes for best 
taste, storage/canning and disease resistance.  The Iron Lady is a dense, juicy tomato with 
good flavor.  It has held up the best against disease, tolerance to early and late blight and 
resistance to Septoria leaf spot. The plant also has resistances to verticillium and fusarium wilts.  
Iron Lady has still shown very small signs of Septoria leaf spot, but not nearly even half as much 
as the plants surrounding it.  It is also a very good It is my garden winner this year for disease 
resistance.    

 

The Sun Gold are still my absolute favorite in cherry tomatoes!  The plants may not be very 
disease resistant against Septoria but they hold on till the end of the season far out-producing 
any other plant and are the best tasting cherry tomatoes that exist today (in my opinion).   A 
close runner up is the Chocolate cherry, which I grew for the first time this year.  I wasn’t sure 
when these unusual tomatoes were even ripe due to the color of them, but the best way to 
check I have found was - to sample them.  To my surprise they were very sweet and juicy and 
just a bit larger in size (about 1”) than Sun Gold.  A very close runner up with taste!  If you are 
looking for a great new cherry tomato with a slightly unusual look and good crack resistance, 
Chocolate cherry is a must have.   

Some common tomato problems you might be seeing this year in your garden include cat-
facing, yellow or green shoulders, yellow or dead leaves and a lack of fruit set.   

If you are seeing rolled leaves on your tomato plants, don’t panic just yet.  In most cases, there 
isn’t a disease or other disorder and the yields may not be affected.  In many varieties, the 

One Pruden’s Purple tomato surrounded by Black Cherry, White Cherry, Sun Gold and Jasper tomatoes 
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higher the ratio or fruit to leaf area, the more the leaves tend to roll.  Some varieties have a 
genetic tendency to show this characteristic before any fruit sets at all. 

Don’t be alarmed if you are seeing yellow or dead leaves on the lower portions of your tomato 
plant, it is normal for your plant to have the older leaves die off like this.  However, if the overall 
color of the plant is poor the plant could be running out of nutrients.  Tomatoes and many other 
crops need a second dose of fertilizer about a month or so after planting called a “side dressing” 
to carry them through the rest of the growing season.  

Maybe your tomatoes, peppers and eggplants aren’t setting fruit.  If the plants are otherwise 
healthy- then it could have occurred during a time when the temperatures at night were below 
60° F or above 75° F. 

Perhaps your plant just isn’t growing well and/or you have small sized fruit on your tomato 
plant?  This is often the result or using old, large or overly hardened transplants.  Young 
transplants (5-6 weeks from seeding to planting in the garden) with 5-7 true leaves and just 
slightly hardened to the outdoor temperatures normally produce the best yields and fruit size. 

Another common problem you may have seen on your 
tomato or pepper plants is called blossom-end rot.  
Symptoms may occur at any stage in the development 
of the fruit, but mostly are first seen when the fruit is 
approximately half its full size.  As the name of the 
disease implies, symptoms appear only at the blossom 
end of the fruit. Initially a small, water-soaked spot 
appears which enlarges and darkens as the fruits 
develop. The spot may grow in size until it covers as 
much as half of the entire fruit surface or the spot may 
remain small and superficial. Large lesions soon dry 
out and become flattened, black, and leathery in 
appearance and texture.  Control of blossom end rot is 
dependent upon maintaining adequate supplies of 

moisture and calcium to the developing fruits.  Proper irrigation usually prevents this from 
occurring.  Some varieties are more susceptible than others.  Mulching helps retain the moisture 
in the soil and will also help with this condition. 

Have you ever heard of blossom tear?  Sometimes tomato fruit have clean holes in the side 
associated with brown “zipper” streaks or bands.  Blossom tear is a growth defect that begins 
shortly after setting fruit.  It seems to occur more when wet, cool weather prevails during the 
flowering period causing the corolla 
(yellow part of the flower) to stick to 
the small ovary.  As the ovary 
expands the corolla breaks loose 
tearing away a small amount of wall 
tissue.  The hole gets bigger as the 
fruit grows in size.  It only affects the 
appearance of the tomatoes and 
there is no known control.  
Sometimes the fruits are quite 
deformed.  

Green shoulders, lower left. Blossom tear, upper right, Cat-facing middle right. 
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If you are seeing green or yellow shoulders on your tomatoes it is a symptom of blotchy ripening 
complex.  This is a physiological disorder whose cause is still being studied.  

You might have also seen rough, odd-shaped or deformed tomatoes in your garden.  This is 
usually associated with cold temperatures at the time of flowering and is commonly called “cat-
facing”. Unfortunately, nothing can be done about this very common problem either.   

They may not be pretty but they still taste the same. Enjoy your uniquely nature shaped 
tomatoes!  

One last tip that you may not know is that 
sunlight is not necessary to ripen your 
tomatoes.  Tomatoes will ripen and turn color in 
the shade or in the dark at proper temperatures.  
Red or pink tomatoes will often turn yellow on 
the exposed side with too much sun so some 
foliage cover is beneficial.  Dense foliage late in 
the summer or early fall may deform ripening 
fruit due to lower fruit temperature.  Tomatoes 
color most rapidly at 70-80° F and slows as 
temps decrease to around 55° F.  Be careful if 
temps fall below 55° F, injury may occur if 
exposure is more than a few days, resulting in a 
faster decay. 

    

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Wednesday September 9, 6:30 pm, LaGrange Library, 488 Freedom Plains Rd, “Putting Your 
Garden to Bed” MG volunteer Philomena Kiernan. For more information visit www.laglib.org 

Saturday September 12, 9 to noon, Millbrook Community Day, Organics Recycling exhibits 
staffed by MG Intern Lea Cornell and MG Cathy Lane.  

Sunday, September 13, 2pm, Marlboro Free Library, route 9W, Marlboro, the Hudson Valley 
Iris & Daylily Society will host “Ornamental Grasses” by Brooke Elkan-Moore. Brooke, a Master 
Gardener, has been gardening in New Windsor for 27 years.  She will present material on 
grasses and encourage a discussion on how grasses can be a huge boost to creating a four 
season garden design. The society begin gathering at 1:30 to prepare for the meeting and 
socialize with snacks and beverages provided by our members.  The meeting begins at 2. It is 
free and open to the public. 

Sunday, September 13, 2:00-4:00 pm, Second Annual Vanderbilt Garden Tea at Vanderbilt 
Mansion National Historic Site, fundraiser to support the formal gardens. Delectable 
refreshments, selected Harney & Sons teas, a special Guest Speaker, and live music featuring 
talented harpists.  Tickets are $40 for FWVGA members and $45 for non-members, advance 
purchase is required. Tickets are available via phone (1-800-838-3006) or online at 
BrownpaperTickets.com, through September 12th (unless the event sells out prior to that date).  

http://www.laglib.org/
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Guest Speaker is Margie Coffin Brown, Senior Project manager at the National Park Service 
Olmsted Center for Landscape Preservation, who will speak on “Preserving Nationally 
Significant Gardens.”  She has authored numerous cultural landscape reports for nationally-
significant properties in the Northeast, including reports for the Vanderbilt estate and garden. 
She holds a Masters degree in Landscape Architecture from Harvard University and a 
Bachelors degree in Plant Science from Cornell University.The Tea will be held rain or shine 
under our garden tent. Limited transportation will be available from the Visitors Parking Area to 
the Gardens beginning at 1:00 p.m. and for the return trip after the Tea. 

Saturday September 19, Stanfordville Free Library, 14 Creamery Road, Stanfordville, NY, 
“Building a Poly House” Perennials” by CCEDC Master Gardener volunteer Gillian Leslie. For 
more information visit www.stanfordlibrary.org 

Sunday, September 20, 1-4 pm, Frederick W. Vanderbilt Garden Association Interpretive 
Tours,  Vanderbilt Mansion National Historic Site on Route 9 in Hyde Park, weather 
permitting. Tours of the formal gardens by volunteers discussing the history of the gardens and 
the mission of the Vanderbilt Garden Association to rehabilitate and maintain the plants, shrubs, 
trees, and statuary in the gardens as they were in the 1930’s just prior to Mr. Vanderbilt’s death. 
Current projects also discussed: renovation of the “Cherry Walk and replanting of the rose 
garden terraces. The 1875 Toolhouse building will also be open with Vanderbilt-era 
photographs. Free to the public. Visitors should park in the Visitor Center parking lot, and walk 
down the gravel path from the mansion to the gardens. For further information, e-mail 
info@vanderbiltgarden.org or visit http://www.vanderbiltgarden.org or call 845-229-6432. 

Thursday, September 24, 4-6pm, Beatrix Farrand Garden at Bellefield, Route 9, Hyde 
Park, ‘Art in the Garden: Wildflowers & Pollinators” by CCEDC MG intern Geneva Claire 
Hamilton, an artist, naturalists and natural science illustrator. Sponsored by the Beatrix Farrand 
Garden Assiciation (BFGA), $25 per person, $20 for BFGA members. For more information visit 
www.BeatrixFarrandGardenHydePark.org or call 845-229-9115 ext 2023.   

Wednesday October 21, 6:30 pm, LaGrange Library, 488 Freedom Plains Rd, “The Dirt on 
Soil” by MG volunteer Michelle Keeley. For more information visit www.laglib.org 

Saturday October 24, Stanfordville Free Library, 14 Creamery Road, Stanfordville, NY, “Rain 
Gardens” Perennials” by CCEDC Master Gardener volunteer Judy Wolf. For more information 
visit www.stanfordlibrary.org 

 

WEBSITES TO VISIT 
 

 Yellow Shoulder on Tomato  
 Tomato Disease Identification Key 

 Tomato Diseases Fact Sheet List 

 Tomato Disease Resistance Table 

 Princess Tree  

 
 
 
 

file://///CCEDCSVR/H/DataJdT/Documents/Dutchess%20Dirt/2015%20Dutchess%20Dirt/www.stanfordlibrary.org
http://www.beatrixfarrandgardenhydepark.org/
http://www.laglib.org/
file://///CCEDCSVR/H/DataJdT/Documents/Dutchess%20Dirt/2015%20Dutchess%20Dirt/www.stanfordlibrary.org
http://www.hort.cornell.edu/expo/proceedings/2012/Greenhouse%20and%20High%20Tunnels/High%20Tunnels%20Bogash.pdf
http://vegetablemdonline.ppath.cornell.edu/DiagnosticKeys/TomWlt/TomWiltKey.html
http://vegetablemdonline.ppath.cornell.edu/factsheets/Tomato_List.htm
http://vegetablemdonline.ppath.cornell.edu/Tables/TomatoTable.html
http://www.nps.gov/plants/alien/fact/pato1.htm
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PLANT ID QUIZ 
 

           
 
Last month’s quiz: This young tree is an 
invasive species, easily recognizable by 
the size of its leaves (larger than my 
dog’s head). It grows very quickly and is 
native to China.   
 
The tree is Paulownia tomentosa, 
Princess Tree, which can reach 30-60 
feet, but stays much smaller in Dutchess 
County. 

 
 This is another large-leafed tree, whose leaves 
about half the size of the Paulownia. It is a 
native species with strong smelling white 
blossoms in early summer. It grows quickly as 
a juvenile, reaching 20 feet in 20 years and 
ultimately can reach 60-80 feet tall. Do you 
know what it is? 

              
      

 Need Soil pH Testing? Need Lawn or Plant Diagnosis? 
Have any gardening questions? 

 
The Horticulture Hotline, (845) 677-5067 is now open for the season. Samples for 
identification or diagnosis can be submitted all year long. There is a $15 fee for samples. Visit 
our Horticulture Diagnostic Lab website for reliable resources and information on our services. 
 
HELP SPREAD THE DIRT! Please forward a copy to anyone you think might be interested. To 
be added or removed from our e-mail list, or submit upcoming gardening events, contact Nancy 
Halas at nh26@cornell.edu, www.ccedutchess.org.  
 

 
 
Websites mentioned in Dutchess Dirt are provided as a courtesy to our readers. Mention of these websites does not imply 
endorsement by Cornell University, Cornell Cooperative Extension or by the author.  

 

  

Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, and 
Individuals with Disabilities and provides equal program and employment opportunities. 

The programs provided by this agency are partially funded by monies received from the County of Dutchess. 

http://www.ccedutchess.org/gardening/community-horticulture/horticulture-diagnostic-lab-hotline.php
mailto:nh26@cornell.edu
http://www.ccedutchess.org/

