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Every gardener (and non-gardener) I know is longing for 
some sign of spring.  We can’t wait to get back outside 
and see all of our plants popping up from the ground.  
Spring is filled with the anticipation of a new growing 
season.  There is also a certain amount of anticipation to 
get to the garden centers to see what new offerings will 
end up in our backyards.  Here is a small sampling of new 
annuals and perennials that you may find for sale this 
spring. 
 
With their honey scented blossoms, butterfly bushes 
(Buddleia) are a wonderful addition to the summer 

garden.  ‘Crown Jewels’ has beautiful gold foliage that contrasts nicely with the magenta purple 
flowers.  At 4 feet tall and wide, it makes a good backdrop for other perennials.  ‘Glass Slippers’ 
forms a relatively low, wide spreading, tightly knit cushion topped with pale periwinkle blue 
blossoms held on silvery branched stems from late summer into early fall. 
 
‘Blue Chip Jr.’ and ‘Pink Micro Chip’ are the latest in the Lo & Behold™ series of miniature 
Buddleias.  ‘Blue Chip Jr.’ reaches just about 20 inches high and wide.  The purple-blue flowers 
bloom profusely beginning in early summer and continue into autumn.  ‘Pink Micro Chip’ 
features pinkish blooms of a gorgeous mauve color.  ‘Pink Micro Chip’ is the shortest pink-
flowered butterfly bush to date, maturing at 30 inches tall by 4 feet wide.  This variety would be 
good for use as a groundcover or container specimen. 
 
Euphorbia ‘Diamond Delight’ is covered with hundreds of double, tiny white flowers on wiry 
stems.  This annual has extreme heat, humidity and drought tolerance.  ‘Diamond Delight’ will 
reach 10 to 12 inches in height with a 12-inch spread in full to part sun.  It excels in both sun 
and shade, with no decrease in flowering.  The perfect filler plant for containers or window 
boxes. 
 
Impatiens lovers, take heart.  Ball’s Selecta is introducing two series of 11 new hybrid impatiens 
that are highly resistant to downy mildew.  Bounce™ and Big Bounce™ have the look, habit and 
flower power of classic impatiens (I. walleriana) but without the disease threat.  They also 
bounce right back if they get stressed in any way.  Both do best in locations with morning sun 
and afternoon shade.  These impatiens offer bright color for garden borders or hanging baskets. 
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The Bounce series has a height and spread of 14 to 20 inches and comes in pink, cherry, lilac, 
violet and white.  Bounce ‘Pink Flame’ is a 2015 AAS Flower Award Winner.  The Big Bounce 
series grows about a third larger (20 to 30 inches tall with a 3 foot spread) and comes in cherry, 
lavender, lilac, red, violet and white. 
 
Superbells® ‘Blackberry Punch’ calibrachoa has the “wow” factor going for it with blooms that 
have a large midnight black center edged in violet wine.  If you aren’t familiar with calibrachoas 
they look like little petunias.  Superbells are covered with hundreds of flowers from early spring 
all the way through the first light frost.  Also look for ‘Coralberry Punch’ which is coral red with 
a black center, ‘Grape Punch’ has a dark purple center edged by a lighter purple and 
‘Strawberry Punch’ is a two-tone, very pink selection. 
 
‘Yellow Wall’ Virginia creeper (Parthenocissus quinquefolia) is a North 
American native vine noted for its bright yellow autumn color.  ‘Yellow 
Wall’ is a good choice for covering large areas such as hillsides and 
fences or climbing on an arbor.  Fast growing and salt tolerant it is an 
aggressive grower that can be pruned in summer to control it.  Do not 
plant to grow on houses or buildings as the vine may cause damage 
over time. Vines grow 20 to 30 feet long. 
 
Hosta ‘Coast to Coast’ forms a giant clump of thick, puckered, gold 
leaves with wavy edges.  Foliage emerges gold in spring and turns 
lighter gold with a bit more sun exposure in the summer months.  As 
the leaves mature, they become thick and puckered with wavy edges 
and have nearly white undersides.  The upright vase-shaped clump is topped with green scapes 
carrying pale violet flowers in midsummer.  This hosta tends to be more slug resistant because 
of its thick foliage and upright habit. 
 
Campanula ‘Catharina’ is a blooming groundcover from Gardensplendor.  Good for raised beds, 
rock walls, spaces between stepping stones, container gardens or for the front of borders.  
Covered by masses of little lilac-blue, bell-shaped flowers in early summer, it will flower 
sporadically throughout the summer.  ‘Catharina’ needs well drained soil in a sunny to partly 
shady spot. 
 
This is just a sampling of the many new blooming plants that may be headed to your local 
nurseries this spring.  New varieties may be a little harder to find since it is their first year on 
the market.  While browsing catalogs this winter, do a little research on plants that catch your 
eye and see if they would make a good addition to your garden. 
 
 
Sources for this article:  Proven Winners, Walters Gardens, Ball Seed, All-America Selections and 
Gardensplendor. 
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