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If most people were tasked with organizing the 
events during Fair Week, they would quit before it 
is over, but Wyoming County 4-H staff and youth are 
not most people, and they are willing to put in the 
long hours and labor to make each and every year a 
success. It is no doubt that fair week is an extremely 
busy time for all those participating, but no night is 
more involved than the evening of the Meat Animal 
Auction. 

With 214 aimals up for bid, the 47th annual Meat 
Animal Auction commenced Wednesday night in 
the Dairy Barn Arena at the Wyoming County Fair. 
As in years past, there was a phenomenal turnout 
of community members and the sale was a huge 
success. The auction is an exciting time because 
it is an opportunity for kids to see how hard work 
and patience can pay off. I had the opportunity to 
participate in this year’s auction as a meat animal 

project participant and really enjoyed my experience.

My pig was raised for a few months at the Nickerson 
Farm in Arcade where I would go and help with the 
animal’s care. This involved visiting the farm daily 
to care for and walk my pig. With the help of my 
sister Chloe, my pig became a great walker. This was 
evident during the judging portion of the meat animal 
project because I got a blue for showmanship. My pig 
also received a red ribbon during condition judging 
portion of the project.

The meat animal project is definitely fun but it also 
takes a lot of hard work. In order for you to place 
well at the fair you have to work with your animal on 
a regular basis. Exhibitors must also make advertising 
posters to display in the community, send letters to 
prospective buyers and attend educational events 
and meetings related to the project. 

Meat Animal Auction a Huge Success
By Colton Raiber, Wyoming County 4-H Teen Member
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At the fair, meat animal exhibitors participate in a 
series of shows and measurements that impact how 
your animal will place among the other animals. 
Tuesday is a day off for participants but it’s also a 
day filled with expectation as we await the auction 
line-up results.

Soon enough, Wednesday came and I was getting my 
pig ready to go into the auctioning chute. My pig was 
auctioned and the generous buyer, Larry Romance, 
paid a generous $3.00/lb, more than $2.00 above the 
market price! Our community members have been 
so generous to the 4-H youth and we are incredibly 
grateful.

The meat animal program is a wonderful way to get 
involved the 4-H Program, and I am really grateful for 
the opportunity to have participated. It is amazing to 
see how a year’s worth of work can come together in 
one evening, and I would like to thank all those who 
offered their time, support, and resources; without 
you this would not be possible. 

Kaden Davis leads his lamb into the ring to be 
auctioned.

Spencer Broughton, champion lamb showman 
poses for a picture with his sheep’s buyer!

Nate Isman is among over one hundred youth 
to sell hogs at this years auction!

Natalie Emerling awaits a picture as she 
stands with her champion market hog and 

it’s buyer!
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Costume Contest Cuteness

Coldyn Hackett dressed his pig as Miranda Lambert and 
received an award for his creativity.

There’s no place like home...except for may be the 
Wyoming County Fair!  At least that’s what Morgan 

Phillips and her calf thought, dressed like Dorothy and 
Toto from the wizard of Oz.

Stars and Stripes for Emma Doracha at the costume 
show! Her American tribute is a theme that a lot of fair 

goers can relate to.

Phoebe Conklin was dancing with the stars, and her calf 
at the costume show this year! 
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Throughout the week, 4-H educators host activites for 4-H 
youth like this paper airplane contest 

The Farm Girl 
Fashioistas
By Reilly and Harley, Wyoming County 4-H 
Members

Hi! We’re Reilly and Harley, and we are 
the Farm Girl Fashionistas welcoming 
you to the Wyoming County Fair! 

We live in Silver Springs on our family’s 
dairy farm. We have recently created 
a YouTube channel to tell people about 
our experiences on the farm, teach 
people about agriculture and show how 
great farming can be. 

We have tons of fun on the farm, but 
sometimes we go on adventures and 
film those too. Our latest adventure is 
here at the Wyoming County Fair!

When we’re not having fun at the fair, 
Haley likes to work in the barn with 
our grandma and play with kittens. We 
both really like cows, but Reilly has 
horses too. We are both enrolled in 
4-H and encourage you to join too. We 
especially love Tanya who makes all this 
fun happen. 

We hope you enjoy the fair, and if you 
would like to learn more about us, be 
sure to check us out on YouTube and 
Facebook at Farm Girl Fashionistas. 

4-H Youth Participated 
in the first cake 
decorating contest held 
in the youth building 
at the Wyoming County 
Fair. The event was a 
success and the cakes 
were delicious!!

Cake decorating takes 
patience, but our 
4-H’ers are up to the 
challenge. There were 
a wide variety of cake 
decorating strategies 
and all of them ended 
up looking nice.
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Dairy Judging Fun
By Abby Hatch, Wyoming County 4-H Teen Member

My name is Abby Hatch, and I have been a dairy 
judge for the past three years. I enjoy working in 
this program, because it is fun and educational. As I 
watch other contestants, it teaches me the qualities 
of a good dairy cow, and then I can apply those skills 
to my own animals. I also have the chance to meet 
new people and travel to different locations for the 
competitions. 

Some judges have certain preferences when judging, 
for instance, they may prefer a larger sized cow 
over a smaller one. However, the most important 
attribute is “dairyness” and a good, healthy udder. 
If a judge looks for these traits, she or he can choose 
the correct cow. 

I hope that when the public watches dairy competitions 
they can see what an incredible experience it is. 

The 2015 4-H Holstein and Color Breed Show is when 
all the cow breeds come together to compete in a 
friendly contest. This year, Ashley Pelia won supreme 
champion which means she had the best cow in the 
barn. Junior Supreme was also awarded to Elizabeth 
Pelia.

During the Holstein and Colored Breeds show, the 
judge looks at the whole cow and compares it to 
other cows, weighing the positive and negative 
aspects of the cow. The judge is looking for how 
the cow is built including things like bone structure, 
conformation, dairyness or leanness, udder health 
and several other criteria. This is different from 
the Dairy Showmanship Competition that took place 
on Tuesday because showmanship focuses on the 
showman rather than the class of cow. Showmanship 
is difficult as the showman must focus on how to 
position themselves and the cow in a good way. This 
includes keeping the cow’s head up, and her feet in 
a good formation.

Angie George was the 2015, Wyoming County Fair 
Champion Senior Dairy Judge! This is an impressive 
achievement as many youth participaate in this event!

The Holstein and Colored Breed show is so much fun 
and, although it can be stressful, it is enjoyable to 
have a nice competition. I am excited to participate 
in the Holstein and Colored Breeds Show in the 
future!

Matt Hurlburt shows his Heifer during the Holstein and 
Colored Breeds Show on Thursday.

Champion Cow
By Becca Stroud, Wyoming County 4-H Member
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Generations of Food
By Mary Vandenbosch, Wyoming County 4-H Teen Member

If you want to see how a meal from the 1800’s is 
prepared, you need look no further than the Wyoming 
County Fair. The Griffith House, located in the front 
of the fairgrounds has some really cool exhibits that 
are a major blast from the past!

When I visited the Griffith House, on Thursday 
afternoon, I got to talk to a group of 4-H youth who 
were making an old-fashioned meal. Mary Jane, 
Ainsley, Maddie and Miriam from Country Cousins and 
Friends were all hard at work in the kitchen. They 
all enjoy cooking and learning what it’s like to make 
food in an 1800’s style kitchen.

Mary Jane has been helping in the Griffith House 
kitchen for 5 years and this is her club’s second year 
helping out at the house. The aprons that they used 
were provided by the Griffith House as costumes, 
however some of the dresses that the girls were 
wearing were made by the girls themselves. Ainsley, 
Naomi and Miriam each made their own dresses. 

Thursday’s menu at the Griffith House included 
Chicken and Vegetable Soup, Noodles, Herb Bread 
and Butter, Peach and Berry Pie, Snickerdoodle 
Cookies, Caramel Frosting and Thumbprint Cookies. 

Maddie said that her favorite part of the experience 
is getting to spend time with friends from her club 
and she hopes to do this again.

Miriam Shepard chops onions for the “old-
fashioned” soup at the Griffith House.

Mary Jane Mathis prepares a tray of 
snickerdoodles to be placed in the anique 
oven.

A busy crew works feverishly to create a full 
meal in an olden days.
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Fairly Punny
By Taylor Tyczka, Wyoming County 4-H Teen Member

A Fairy Tale Ending
By Emily Vandenbosch, Wyoming County 4-H Teen Member

The statement “all god things must come to an end” 
may be true of Fair Week, but is certainly not true of 
the Fair Spirit. Long after stalls are cleaned, exhibits 
are taken home, and stomachs have recovered 
from the fair food, 4-H continues to provide an 
environment of responsibility, discovery, and fun. 

In less than a week, the New York State fair will 
commence, and 4-H’ers will represent Wyoming 
County as they participate in state-wide contests. 
Champion animals and exhibits will be shown by 
4-H’ers who have put considerable effort into their 
submissions this year and earned the chance at State 
Fair. Over the next few months, youth will have 
the opportunity to participate in club projects and 
activities, join groups like the Teen Leaders’ Board, 
enter showing and judging competitions, give public 
presentations, cook for International Food and Fun 
night, spend a week at Camp Wyomoco, prepare 
for the 2016 Fair, and make lasting memories with 
friends and leaders. 

Though Wyoming County 4-H is home to over 1,000 
members, there are still many youth who have yet to 
enroll in this life changing opportunity. For those not 
yet involved, they need only stop by the 4-H office 
here on the grounds, visit or call Jessica Nickerson at 
the Warsaw Cornell Cooperative Extension office, or 

go online to ccewyoming.com for more information 
and to sign up for the upcoming 4-H year. 

The 4-H program is able to transcend time and 
celebrate “Generations of Family Fun” because it 
will continue to offer the joys of Fair Week even 
after barns are emptied and exhibits are taken 
home. 4-H sets a tradition of service, community 
action, discovery, and responsibility that is central 
to its mission and to its success, and that mission is 
carried out in every way and at all times.
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The Wyoming County 4-H Youth Development 
Program is pleased to present “The Show 
Times,” a publication developed by 4-H’ers 
with the goal of informing the public about the 
4-H Program in Wyoming County.

We could not be more proud of the effort 
that our teens have put into making this 
publication a reality. We hope that you have 
enjoyed reading with us and invite you to visit 

ccewyoming.com/showtimes to see even more 
articles written by youth about 4-H right here 
in Wyoming County. You can also find Wyoming 
County 4-H on Facebook to see more pictures 
from the 2015 Wyoming County Fair!

We hope that you enjoy the rest of your time at 
the fair this year and invite you to come next 
year and enjoy our great county fair!
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1. Beautiful projects using paint, 
colored pencils and other media on 
display in the youth building.

2. John Deere machine.

3. The ride side of the fair!

4. Small fair animal with large 
ears.

5. The “main drag” of the fair.

6. A show judged on the 
performance of the exhibitor.

7. Hog alias.

8. Where to go if you get hurt at 
the fair.

County Fair Crossword
By “Dirt Road Rebels” Bianca Bussiera, Katalyna Bussiera, Emma Rose Bussiera and Sydney Hunt

Answers: 1. Artwork, 2. Tractor, 3. Carnival, 4. Rabbit, 5. Midway, 6. Showmanship, 7. Pig, 8. First Aid


