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Typically most of us keep our vegetable garden separate from 
our flower beds.  And if we grow fruit we usually relegate 
fruit trees to a corner of the yard or have a berry patch.  But 
what if we intermingled them in the landscape?  Landscaping 
with plants which are both attractive and produce food has 
been gaining in popularity over the last few years and is 
called “edible landscaping.” 

Edible landscapes combine vegetables, herbs, edible flowers, 
berry bushes, fruit and nut trees with ornamental plants for 
visually pleasing gardens.  Any garden style can become an 
edible garden.  Gardens can have just a few edibles or many edible species.  Adding edibles can 
give you a greater selection of textures, forms and colors than a typical ornamental landscape.  
If you have never noticed the colorful fruits and foliage of many edibles are attractive. 

There are many reasons to include edible plants in the landscape.  You will be able to enjoy 
fresh and flavorful fruits and vegetables at their peak of ripeness.  You will know what, if any, 
pesticides were used.  You can grow unusual varieties that are not available in grocery stores.  
You may even save on your grocery bill. 

Do your research before adding edibles.  Pick plants that are suited to your area and learn how 
to care for them.  Just like ornamental plants, edibles require a certain amount of maintenance 
and grow best under certain conditions.  Many fruits and vegetables need at least 6 hours of 
sunlight a day.  Most also grow best in well-drained soils.  You can reduce some maintenance by 
planting “the right plant in the right place.”  All plants will require fertilizer and water, as well as 
monitoring for pest problems.  Use disease resistant plants when available.  Most fruit trees will 
need some annual pruning. 

In established gardens you can start by inter-planting edibles amongst existing landscape 
plants.  If you need a new shade tree, consider a tree that will also bear fruit or nuts.  Adding a 
deciduous shrub?  Try planting a currant bush, blueberry or hazelnut.  Add in edible flowers 
such as nasturtium, daylily, borage, violets and calendula.  (Be sure to positively identify flowers 
and confirm they are not poisonous prior to eating.)  Some perennial herbs, such as oregano, 
can double as ground covers plus attract pollinators to your garden.  Replace bedding annuals 
with leafy vegetables such as kale, lettuce or Swiss chard. 
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One thing to keep in mind when designing an edible landscape is the seasonal nature of many 
fruits and vegetables.  Plus the occasional times when there may be bare areas or reduced color 
due to transplanting, harvesting or soil cultivation. 

When planting fruit trees remember that some types require at least two trees of different 
varieties in order to bear fruit.  If you do not have room for two trees, look for self-pollinating 
varieties or maybe your neighbor has a suitable cultivar within a few hundred feet.  Pick the 
right tree for the proper location.  Nut trees, such as walnuts, grow to 50 feet or more at 
maturity, while dwarf apples may only reach 10 feet tall.  Fruit and nut trees are usually 
available in various sizes, so look for the size that will work well in your space.  Some dwarf 
trees even adapt well to containers.  To extend your season plant different varieties that bear 
early, mid and late season, that way not all of your fruit will ripen at one time. 

There are many underutilized native and wild trees 
that make great edible landscape plants, so do not 
limit your selection to the more commonly available 
fruits and nuts.  Serviceberry, dogwood, and pawpaw 
are native trees that are productive and easy to grow.  
Does the tree you are considering typically drops lots 
of fruit or nuts?  Plant these trees away from decks, 
patios, driveways and sitting areas so you won't have 
dropped fruits staining items, getting underfoot or 
attracting unwanted guests. 

Look for vegetables that have colorful foliage all season 
long.  Edge a garden path with herbs and vegetables for 

fragrance, color and a delicious harvest all summer.  Use lettuce to edge shaded borders or kale 
in sunny areas.  Create a fragrant border of colorful and flavorful basils. 

Edible landscaping offers an alternative to conventional residential landscapes that are 
designed only for ornamental purposes.  Edible landscapes can be just as attractive, yet 
produce fruits and vegetables for home use.  The possibilities for edible landscaping are 
endless.  By incorporating edible plants into your home landscape, you can develop a 
productive landscape that will yield produce to meet the needs of your family throughout the 
growing season. 

Resources for this article include:  Ohio State University, University of Florida, Purdue University, 
National Gardening Association and Rosalind Creasy – Edible Landscaping.  
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