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What If I Have Concerns About my Child’s Development?
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Setting up an Evaluation
If you think Early Intervention could help your child, you will need to
have her evaluated. The evaluation will look at the four main areas
of development and help you:
Find out if your child is eligible for early intervention services.
Gather facts about your child’s strengths and needs that will help
you make good decisions about services.
An Initial Service Coordinator will meet with you to:
Explain the early intervention program and evaluation.
Help you pick someone in your county to do the evaluation.
Help set up the evaluation and transportation if you need it.

After the Evaluation
If the evaluation shows that your child is eligible for the Early Intervention program, then your
Initial Service Coordinator will:
Answer your questions about the program.
Work with you to write your Individualized Family Service Plan (IFSP). The IFSP will give
details about goals for your child and your family. It will state what services will be
provided, as well as what will be expected of your family to help you reach those goals.
What if your child is not eligible for Early Intervention services?
Your Initial Service Coordinator will tell you about other services that can help.
You can appeal the decision.

Children 3 and up—Contact Your Local School District
If your preschool-age child (ages 3-5) did not receive early intervention services, but you have
some concerns about delays in development such as difficulty in talking, moving around,
thinking, or learning you should contact the chairperson of your school district's Committee on
Preschool Special Education (CPSE) who will help you get an evaluation for your child.
If you have concerns about your school-age child’s development, you should talk to your child’s
teacher and then contact the chairperson of your school districts Committee on Special
Education (CSE) to get your child evaluated.
The evaluation is free and will tell you and the school:
If your child has a disability.
What kind of services the school needs to provide to help your child.
If the evaluation shows that your child is eligible for special education and related services,
then you and the Committee on Special Education will write an Individualized Education Plan
(IEP) for your child. The IEP will describe your child’s educational program, including special
services your child will receive.
What if your child is not eligible for special education services?
Talk to your child’s teacher or the CSE committee for ideas about ways you can help at
home and other services that may be available at school or in the community.
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