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May is a busy month in the garden and things are picking up in the Master Gardener office as more people 
come in with their garden questions.  This week I thought I would recap some of the questions that have 
come in to the office and other garden tidbits for this time of year. 
 
Are you seeing red?  In recent years, gardeners have been 
plagued by a bright red beetle whose feeding causes 
extensive damage to bulb lilies.  This new pest is the lily leaf 
beetle (LLB), Lilioceris lilii.  Native to Europe, it has become a 
widespread pest of native and exotic lilies.  LLB lays eggs and 
completes its life cycle only on true lilies and fritillaries.  LLB 
adults and larvae feed on leaves, stems, flower buds and 
flowers defoliating the plant.  To control LLB start scouting for 
red adults in April and destroy any that you find.  As the 
season progresses, look on the undersides of leaves for 
orange egg masses and destroy them.  Pick off larvae from 
leaves as they develop.  The larva and adult LLB are 
susceptible to a number of pest control products.  Neem is 
most effective on first-stage, very young LLB larvae and should be applied every five to seven days after 
eggs begin to hatch.  Another product that shows promise is spinosad, derived from a soil-dwelling 
bacterium.  If used regularly at the first sign of the beetles, you can control this annoying pest. 
 
If you started your own plants for the garden, now is a good time to start getting them ready for the move 
outside.  Plants raised in a greenhouse or indoors need to be acclimated to outside conditions.  This 
‘toughening up’ process is known as hardening off.  Just sticking them in the garden can shock the plants 
and retard their growth.  A week before you intend to set plants out in your garden, stop fertilizing and 
reduce the amount of water you give them, but do not let them wilt.  Take your plants outside for a couple 
of hours and put them in a shady, sheltered spot.  Move the plants back inside at the end of this time.  
Gradually increase the amount of time that the plants spend outside and the intensity of the light that they 
are exposed to.  After several days of 10 to 12 hours outside, leave the plants outside for a couple of days.  
Your plants will be ready for transplanting to the garden.  Even houseplants headed out for a summer 
vacation should not be put into full sun right off the bat.  Keep them in a shady spot for a few days to 
acclimate them. 
 

Keep in mind the relative hardiness of your plants.  Hardy cool season plants can take temperatures in the 
40's.  After they are well hardened off, light frosts should not hurt them.  Warm-season plants prefer 
nights that are at least 60 degrees F.  They cannot take below-freezing temperatures, even after hardening 
off.  If a frost does threaten after you have planted, cover plants with cloth or paper (not plastic) to 
insulate them. 
 
 

Lily leaf beetle, Lilioceris lilii 
Source: Mariusz Sobieski, Bugwood.org 



When you are out shopping for new plants look for the 2015 
Perennial Plant of the Year – hardy Geranium ‘Biokovo’.  
‘Biokovo’ blooms in late spring with masses of 5-petaled 
white flowers.  The petals are tinged pink at the base and 
have darker pink center stamens which gives the effect of a 
blushing pink bloom.  The aromatic foliage has rounded leaf 
edges.  The green foliage turns scarlet and orange when fall 
arrives.  It spreads by sending out runners, or rhizomes which 
makes it a good groundcover as it reaches 6 to 10 inches high.  
‘Biokovo’ is easy to grow and does well in average, medium, 
well-drained soil in full sun to part shade.  The foliage has a 
spicy scent that resists grazing by deer and rabbits.  Hardy in 
zones 5 to 8. 
 

Now is a good time to get lawn weeds under control.  Effective weed control is based on correct 
identification.  If you are unsure of the weed you are dealing with, drop off a sample of the weed (the 
whole plant) at your local Master Gardener office.  The most effective method of controlling lawn weeds is 
to maintain a dense and vigorously growing turf cover.  Weeds are often an indication of problems in the 
lawn environment (i.e., compacted soil, pH, poor nutrition).  Killing the weeds without correcting the 
underlying problem will lead to less than satisfactory results. 

 
Often turf weeds can be controlled simply by altering the cultural practices to favor the grass plants rather 
than the weeds.  Cultural controls may include raising (or lowering) the mowing height, changing the 
frequency of mowing, lengthening (or shortening) the period between irrigations, increasing (or 
decreasing) the application of fertilizer, or aerify the soil.  A combination of proper cultural practices plus 
prudent use of chemicals is sometimes necessary to control weeds effectively in turf. 

 

Keep an eye out for leaf spots in your perennial beds.  They appear as dead areas scattered over the leaf 
surface and often have defined margins.  Since the fungi and bacteria which cause these diseases tend to 
be fairly host specific, widespread outbreaks on different plant species does not usually happen.  If you 
discover leaf spots on plants in your garden, bring us a leaf sample (several leaves) so we can identify the 
problem and recommend a control. 
 
Sources for this article include: University of Maine, University of Nebraska, The Connecticut Agricultural 
Experiment Station and Perennial Plant Association. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Geranium cultivar “Biokovo”  
Source: Dow Gardens Archive, Dow Gardens, 
Bugwood.org 

 


