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Invasive species can be plants, insects, animals and pathogens that are not native to the region in which 
they are currently residing.  Non-native species can be unintentionally transported from one geographical 
region to another now with worldwide travel of people and products.  Thousands of introduced species 
have taken up residence in the United States, posing serious threats to agriculture, human health and the 
integrity of our lands and waters.  The impact of invasive species on our ecosystems and economy cost 
billions of dollars each year. 
 
Since invasive species do not usually have natural enemies in 
their new habitat, they can cause extensive damage to the local 
environment.  Free from natural restraints, alien plants, pests 
and diseases can establish themselves in new areas and 
eventually displace native species and cause habitat 
degradation.  According to the National Wildlife Federation, 
approximately 42 percent of threatened or endangered species 
are at risk primarily due to invasive species.  Some invasive 
species, like giant hogweed, can also be a threat to human 
health.  New York State with its natural and agricultural 
resources is vulnerable to damage from many of these invasive 
threats. 
 
New York State adopted a regulation in July 2014 that prohibits or regulates the possession, transport, 
importation, sale, purchase and introduction of select invasive species.  The purpose of this regulation is to 
help control invasive species, by reducing the introduction of new, and the spread of existing populations.  
This regulation became effective March 10, 2015.  The regulation will be enforced by the NYS Department 
of Environmental Conservation with assistance from the NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets. 
 
The regulation includes a list of prohibited species which are unlawful to knowingly possess with the intent 
to sell, import, purchase, transport or introduce.  There is also a short list of regulated species which are 
legal to possess, sell, purchase, propagate and transport but they may not be knowingly introduced into a 
free-living state; and require a permit for research, education and other approved activities involving 
prohibited species and release of regulated species into a free-living state.  (A species is considered in a 
free-living state if it is introduced to public lands or lands connected to public lands, natural areas and 
public waters or waters connected to  public waters.) 
 
What if you have some of these newly regulated plants growing on your property?  Do you have to destroy 
them?  According to the DEC website, landowners do not have to manage existing populations of non-
native invasive species listed as prohibited or regulated that were established prior to the implementation 
of the final regulations.  However, now that the regulation has been implemented, the final regulations do 
prohibit commerce involving those species listed as prohibited species and the release of regulated species 
into a free-living state. 
 

Giant Hogweed can cause a threat to human 
health. Visit the DEC website for information 
if you think you have Giant Hogweed on your 
property.     Image Source: NYS DEC 

 

http://www.dec.ny.gov/animals/39809.html


There are 69 plants listed as prohibited.  Most of the 
prohibited plants are considered weeds.  Garlic mustard, 
black and pale swallowwort, tartarian honeysuckle, kudzu 
and Japanese knotweed are a few examples of plants on the 
prohibited list.  Some of the plants listed do have 
ornamental characteristics and may already be residents in 
your landscape such as porcelain berry, Japanese barberry, 
oriental bittersweet, autumn olive, yellow flag iris and lesser 
celandine.  The 6 regulated plants are Norway maple, 
Japanese virgin’s bower, burning bush, winter creeper, 
Chinese silver grass and black locust.  For a complete listing 
go to the DEC website “Nuisance & Invasive Species” page at 
www.dec.ny.gov/animals/265.html.  
 

Horticulturalists and gardeners can be part of the solution by growing and planting alternatives to 
ornamental invasive plants.  When you buy plants for your garden, confirm that the plants you are buying 
are not invasive.  You can also start to replace invasive plants in your garden with non-invasive 
alternatives.  The NYS IPM program recently came out with a document “Alternatives to Ornamental 
Invasive Plants” which is available on their website at 
www.nysipm.cornell.edu/nursery_ghouse/invasive_plants.asp#NY.  This document lists a number of native 
or non-invasive ornamentals that you can use in place of some of these regulated invasive plants. 
 
Resources for this article include:  Cornell University, New York State Department of Environmental 
Conservation, NYS IPM Program and National Wildlife Federation. 
 

Japanese knotweed infestation 
Source: Michael Shephard, USDA Forest Service, 
Bugwood.org 
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