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All-America Selections (AAS) is an independent, non-profit organization that tests new plant 
varieties then introduces only the best garden performers as AAS Winners.  AAS was founded in 
1932 as a way for home gardeners to learn which new varieties are truly improved.  A network 
of trial grounds is located throughout the United States and Canada.  Trial grounds may be 
located at a university, public garden, commercial greenhouse, breeding station, etc.  Once the 
AAS entries are transplanted AAS judges observe and evaluate them for garden performance.  
At the end of the trial season, scores and evaluations are sent to the AAS Office.  Only the best 
performers (best scores) become AAS Winners.  The four categories of trials and awards are 
Flower, Bedding Plant, Vegetable and Cool Season Bedding Plant.  Here are some of the 2015 
AAS winners in the vegetable category. 

‘Chef’s Choice Pink’ is a beefsteak tomato that has large yields of pink 12 to 14 ounce tomatoes.  
The perfect acid to sugar balance in this tomato makes it a must for any home chef.  Consider 
stewing or canning these beautiful tomatoes.  Indeterminate plants grow 4 to 5 feet tall.  They 
have good disease resistance to anthracnose, tobacco mosaic virus and verticillium wilt.  110 
days from transplanting.  Breeder: Seeds by Design.  

‘Butterscotch’ is a sweet tasting, small-fruited butternut squash that is just right for one or two 
servings.  Compact vines are perfect for smaller gardens or container gardens.  One to two 
pound fruits mature early and plants will resist powdery mildew later in the season.  The 
average yield is 3 to 4 fruits per plant.  Mature harvested fruits have a limited storage life of 
about 3 months.  Breeder: Johnny's Selected Seeds. 

Not a beet lover?  ‘Avalanche’ might be the variety to 
change your mind as it exhibits a mild, sweet taste with 
a uniform root shape and it is white!  No purple stains 
from beet juice.  AAS judges raved about the raw eating 
quality when they discovered there was no earthy beet 
taste, nor any bitter aftertaste.  There is hardly any 
vegetable easier or quicker to grow, 50 days after 
planting you can have delicious white beets.  Breeder: 
Bejo Seeds Inc. 

‘Bopak’ is the first Pak Choi (Bok Choy) to become an 
AAS Winner.  Typical Pak Choi features dark green 

leaves atop white, spoon-shaped, upright stems.  ‘Bopak’ is both edible and ornamental as the 
8-inch plants make an attractive “thriller” component for container gardens.  Plant every couple 
of weeks for a longer harvest but stop planting when the weather turns hot.  Start new plants in 
late summer for fall harvest.  Tender leaves and crisp sweet stalks taste great raw or cooked.  
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Maturing 60 days from sowing seed it can also be harvested early as baby Pak Choi.  Breeder: 
Bejo Seeds, Inc. 

Basil ‘Dolce Fresca’ is a sweet, Italian leaf basil with a tidy appearance on a unique bushy habit.  
Growing 10 to 24 inches tall, it resists the urge to get leggy.  It performs well in gardens or patio 
containers.  Judges noted that after harvest, the plant was quick to recover and kept the 
desired ornamental shape that is perfect for containers, borders or to use as a focal point.  It 
has the mild flavor of anise with a slight mint aftertaste.  Leaves should be picked just before 
flowering.  Plants are drought tolerant once established.  Produced by PanAmerican Seed. 
 

Oregano ‘Cleopatra’ has pretty silver gray foliage which makes this another herb that will be 
appreciated for its ornamental value.  Unique from Greek and Italian oreganos, ‘Cleopatra’ has 
a mildly spicy, peppermint flavor perfect in Mediterranean dishes, soups and sauces.  This 
perennial, compact, trailing plant produces a high yield of leaves that are wonderful as a dried 
spice when fresh is not an option.  Like many herbs, the plants are attractive to bees.  Breeder: 
Genesis Seeds, offered by Terra Organics. 

Lettuce ‘Sandy’ is an oak leaf type lettuce with a multitude of sweet tasting, frilly, dark green 
leaves.  Typically it is not bitter when heat-stressed.  ‘Sandy’ has disease resistance to powdery 
and downy mildew and has exceptional bolt resistance.  Use it as cut and come again baby leaf, 
or grow to full maturity for loose salad heads.  The uniformly mounded heads are well adapted 
to both raised beds and containers.  Breeder: Terra Organics. 

Cucumber ‘Parisian Gherkin’ will produce numerous black-
spined cucumbers with a sweet flavor and crisp texture.  This 
mini cucumber can be enjoyed fresh in salads and coleslaw or 
processed into pickles.  The fruits are 2 to 4 inches long and 
weigh 1 to 2 ounces.  Semi-vining plants can be grown in the 
garden or staked patio containers.  Cucumbers like to bask in 
the sun, so keep that in mind when choosing a planting site.  
Resistant to cucumber mosaic virus and powdery mildew.  
Harvest 50 days from sowing seed.  Breeder: Terra Organics. 

These winners will be for sale in the coming months as supplies 
become available.  Home gardeners should soon be able to find 
seeds from their favorite catalog, online seed source or as 
young plants at their favorite garden retailer. 

Resources for this article include: All-America Selections.  For more information about these and 
other AAS winners go to www.all-americaselections.org. 

 

Cucumber- Parisian Gherkin 
Source: all-americaselections.org 

http://www.all-americaselections.org/

