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THROUGH THE HEDGEROW: 

FREDERIK MEIJER GARDENS AND SCULPTURE PARK 
By Joyce Tomaselli, CCEDC Community Horticulture Educator 

   
A few weeks ago I was able to visit the Frederik Meijer Gardens and Sculpture Park in Grand 
Rapids, Michigan. Frederik Meijer was born in small town in Michigan, the son of Dutch 
immigrants. His father opened a grocery store in 1934 when Frederik was 14. In 1962 Frederick 
and his father pioneered one-stop shopping with Meijer Market and Thrifty Acres. When 
Frederik died in 2011 he was reported to be the 60th richest person in the United States.  
 
The gardens opened in 1995 after 13 years of planning and fundraising by the West Michigan 
Horticultural Society. In 1990, Fred and Lena Meijer were asked for their support, and they 
embraced the concept of a major cultural attraction centering on horticulture and sculpture. It is 
a non-profit organization, privately funded by grants, foundations and individual and corporate 
gifts. It is is operated by almost 200 full and part-time staff and more than 800 volunteers. 
 
Remember the fantastic bronze sculpture of the Da Vinci horse created by the Talix foundry in 
Beacon? The project was championed by Mr. Meijer in the late 1990's, resulting in two casts of 
the 24-foot monument—one for Meijer Gardens and one for the city of Milan, Italy.  
  
That sculpture is one of more than 200 works in the Garden’s permanent collection, which is 
also augmented by other travelling exhibits. They 
are displayed both indoors and outdoors in the 158-
acre site. Two of my favorites are another horse 
titled Cabin Creek by Deborah Butterfield, and a 
sculpture named Neuron by Roxy Paine.  
 
Butterfield found a variety of materials at a place 
called Cabin Creek and assembled them to form the 
image of a horse. The, she created a bronze 
replication of each piece of wood, patinated them to 
match the original, and reassembled everything into 
an outdoor sculpture. It looked so real, so much like 
the original wood, that I was tempted to climb the 
rope to touch it, but resisted. The Park’s description 
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says “Deborah Butterfield’s work focuses on the spirit and form of the horse as an intelligent 
mare rather than as a war horse which is usually illustrated in art.” 

 
 
 
 
Neuron is huge sculpture that seems 
to just rise out of the grass. Created 
from 3,500 stainless steel rods and 
pipes, it is a 41 feet tall re-imagined 
tree. It’s delicate yet strong, bright and 
reflective. The Park’s description says 
“Neuron reflects ideas about nature, 
industry and artistic processes. It is 
one of Roxy Paine’s most inventive 
forms, extending out from a central 
mass.”  
 
 

 
In addition to other sculptures and extensive gardens is a new Japanese Garden which opened 
this June. Construction on the 8 acre addition was proposed in 2009 and started in 2012. Even 
though it was only a week old when these photos were taken, the garden is well established, 
simple, beautiful and serene. 
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Traditional Japanese gardens are designed as a peaceful haven for contemplation. The primary 
theme is nature, with four essential elements: water, rocks, plants, and objects or sculptures. 
The more natural and harmonious a garden is, the more conducive it is to meditation and 
reflection. 
 
A Japanese-style garden is often a self-contained, miniature landscape, in a limited space. 
Every plant and rock is carefully selected; each turn in a path has a purpose. Views are created 
and framed. Sounds, especially created by water, are subtle and varied. This garden 
incorporated all these elements wonderfully.  
 
The new garden surrounds a large lake. Some of the shore is rocky, some sandy, and at many 
points the plantings go right to the water’s edge. The water reflects the sky, the rocks and trees 
and at one point includes a geometric sculpture which slowly turns in the wind. Some streams 
(with their circulating pumps artfully hidden) quietly flow to the lake, others bubble and splash 
along the way.  A Shishi Odoshi, designed to frighten deer, operates patiently.  The upper 
bamboo tube drips water into the larger, lower tube. When the tube fills, the weight of the water 
causes it to clunk against a bamboo mat resting on a stone. The sudden sound startles deer 
and reportedly scares them away. 
 
Rocks are used everywhere in this garden. Given that this 
area of Michigan is primarily sandy and loamy, I can only 
imagine how the rocks were trucked in, and admire how 
artfully they were arranged to look totally natural. Paths wind 
around rocks. Some of the paths themselves are smooth 
rocks with moss tucked in the gaps. Other paths are gravelly, 
carefully raked to remove any dropped leaves.   
 

 
 
 
Hundreds of large trees, an amazing variety of 
shrubbery and groundcover line the paths. Most of 
the garden is shades of green with white and pink 
used sparingly. As we wandered along the paths, we 
noticed that many of the trees, newly planted, were 
staked. That made sense. But they were staked at 
an angle, leaning towards the lake or leaning over 
the paths. A guide later explained that the design is 
to evoke the experience of traveling along a steam in 
a simple boat, with the trees forming an arch 
overhead. 
 
 
 

There are several wooden structures including a formal 
teahouse, and several bridges. I read that the buildings, 
decks and bridges were constructed in Japan with native 
wood, then disassembled and reassembled here. One of the 
bridges is a series of zigzags: Myth says that evil spirits can 
only travel in a straight line, so the bridge traps them, 
allowing you to escape to safety.  
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Several sculptures are incorporated into this new 
garden including a large steel and copper sculpture, 
Long Island Buddha. 
 
We only had a few hours free the day we visited, so 
had to rush past the conservatory, the carnivorous 
plant house, shade gardens, perennial gardens and 
children’s garden. Next time we’re in the area, we 
definitely plan go back.  
 
Click here for more information on the Meijer Gardens 
and the new Japanese garden.   
 
 

THE AUGUST VEGETABLE GARDEN 
By Mary Nisley, Master Gardener Volunteer 

 
As summer moves into its second half, the focus in the vegetable garden is on harvest. August 
is the start of big harvests that can be cured or preserved and stored for winter use. 

Cherry tomatoes started ripening in early July. Tomatoes achieve their best flavor when left on 
the vine to ripen fully, however there are situations where you might want to harvest early. 
Cherry tomatoes tend to crack if the garden is dry when we receive a heavy rainfall. You can 
prevent the cracking by watering the tomatoes regularly or by harvesting all the cherry tomatoes 
that are ripe or nearly ripe when a heavy rainfall is predicted. 

Sometimes gardeners harvest tomatoes early 
because of chipmunk problems. I've tried netting 
clusters of fruit with sections of panty hose or with 
course plastic netting. Both prevented chipmunk 
damage but reduced air circulation so much that the 
fruit developed Anthracnose spots. My garden has 
poor air circulation because of a hedge and palisade 
fence but if you have better air circulation you might 
have better results. 

 

Soon, perhaps before you read this article, there will be too many tomatoes to eat fresh. I like to 
slow roast excess cherry tomatoes and then freeze them for winter eating. Roasting reduces 
their size and concentrates the flavor. Cut 
each cherry in half through the equator then 
toss with olive oil, chopped basil and sliced 
garlic before roasting. Many recipes are 
available online; google 'slow roasted cherry 
tomatoes'.  

The potato harvest has already started in 
the community gardens at Vassar Farm. 
Each variety matures at a different rate. Dig 
potatoes when the foliage dies back. 

Tomato Anthracnose – space plants 
further apart for better air circulation. 

Yukon Gold potatoes with a bit of wireworm and rodent damage. 
 

http://www.meijergardens.org/
http://www.meijergardens.org/attractions/japanese-garden/
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Potatoes can be left in the ground, even after the foliage is completely dead, however the tubers 
are often damaged by burrowing rodents and wire-worms eat small hemispherical holes. I found 
one gnawed potato and 3 wire worm holes in the 8 pounds of Yukon Gold potatoes I dug this 
morning. 

The leaves of my purple Cabernet onions have 
started to fold over. This is normal and it means the 
neck has started to dry which makes for good onion 
storage. Starting in early July you can harvest onions 
as needed for cooking. When at least half the tops 
have folded over, harvest the entire crop. Onions with 
thick necks, or whose tops dry from the top down 
instead of folding over will not store well and should 
be used first, within 1-2 months of harvest.   

 

Cure your storage onions in a protected, well-ventilated area until the tops are thoroughly dried, 
then snip off the tops, brush off any loose skin which removes most of the soil, and store in 
mesh bags in the basement. Sniff each onion as you bag it. It should smell like dry soil. If it 
smells like onion it should be used immediately because it won't store well. 

I combine my plum tomatoes with the “use me first” onions, basil and peppers in pizza sauce 
and chili. I freeze both for quick winter meals and summer goodness year round. 
 
 

POOL OWNERS SOUGHT TO PARTICIPATE IN CITIZEN SCIENCE SURVEY TO 
IDENTIFY INVASIVE BEETLE 

 
We’ve written about several invasive species in the past, encouraging their identification and 
control. Most of those species are common in Dutchess County. This is an opportunity to help 
with an invasive species which to date has not been found locally – the Asian longhorned beetle 
(ALB). Diligent monitoring enables a rapid response and effective control. If you can help out, 
please do so. This Press Release was issued by the DEC on July 24 by Lori Severino, (518) 
402-8000, PressOffice@dec.ny.gov 
  

Monitoring Pool Filters for Asian Longhorned Beetles Can Prevent Infestation and Help 
Protect Trees and Forests 

Pool owners are invited to join in the New York State Department of Environmental 
Conservation (DEC) fourth annual Asian longhorned beetle (ALB) Swimming Pool Survey now 
through August 30 to help keep watch for these exotic, invasive beetles before they cause 
serious damage to our forests and street trees. The Citizen Pool Survey takes place this time of 
year when ALBs are expected to become adults, emerge from the trees they are infesting and 
become active outside those trees. 

 
       
    
 
 
 
 

Harvest onions for long term storage when 
at least half the tops fold over.  

Left, ALB photo 
courtesy of DEC. 
Right, ALB photo 
courtesy of 
BugGuide.net.  

Right, White Spotted 
Pine Sawyer, photo 
courtesy of 
BugGuide.net. 
Native insect is 
duller, with one 
white dot at base of 
wing cover.  
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ALBs are originally from Asia and have caused the death of hundreds of thousands of trees 
across the nation, particularly in maple trees in New York City, on Long Island, in New Jersey, 
Chicago, Illinois, Worcester, Massachusetts and Clermont, Ohio. DEC’s Forest Health Program 
developed a simple and easy survey to track ALBs for homeowners who have swimming pools 
and are willing to keep an eye out for these insects. 
 
Pool monitoring offers a simple, economical alternative to traditional procedures for surveying 
ALBs in the state. It also has the potential to become New York's most effective method for 
detecting ALBs. In addition, this monitoring program gives residents the ability to take an active 
role in protecting trees in their yards, communities and forests. 
 
With citizens involved in looking for this pest, there is a better chance of finding new infestations 
early, helping DEC and other state and federal agencies focus their efforts to eliminate 
infestations. 
 
 In addition to owning a swimming pool, participants will need: 

1. A digital camera. 
2. An e-mail address. 
3. The ability to send a photo via email or text message. 

 
Those that don't have a pool can still help. DEC expanded its photo collection to include anyone 
who spots a suspect beetle, whether it is found in their pool or not. Residents are also 
encouraged to submit photos if there is suspicion of an Emerald Ash Borer (Click here to see 
what it looks like) or another invasive pest damaging native ash trees. Photos can be submitted 
to the forest health program email address listed below. 
 
Directions for participating in the pool survey are outlined below: 

 Step 1: Starting in the last week of July, through the last week of August (when adults 
are active), at least once a week, or when you clean your pool, check the debris 
collected in your filter and skimmers. 

 Step 2: Look for the ALB (See what it looks like on DEC's ALB web page). Contact the 
Forest Health Program (see phone number and email address below) and we will 
provide a sheet to help identify insects collected. 

 Step 3: Take a picture of any insect you think might be an ALB. 

 Step 4: Send the photos of the insects that look like ALB to foresthealth@dec.ny.gov.  

 Step 6: Freeze the insect in a plastic container until DEC staff respond (typically that will 
be about a week). Staff will either instruct you to discard the insect or give instructions 
on mailing it, delivering it, or arranging for pick-up. 

 
For more information on ALB and the Pool Survey, visit DEC’s website at 
http://www.dec.ny.gov/animals/7255.html. To sign up for the survey, contact:  
 
NYSDEC Forest Health Program 
Attn: Jessica Cancelliere 
E-mail: foresthealth@dec.ny.gov 
Phone: 518.478.7813 
 
 
 
 

http://www.dec.ny.gov/animals/7253.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/animals/7253.html
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Vanderbilt Garden Volunteers Needed 

 
Volunteer greeters are needed by the Vanderbilt Garden Association, to greet visitors at the 
entrance to the Vanderbilt Formal Gardens on weekend afternoons, and give out brochures 
about the gardens and the FWVGA. This is a great way to get out and meet people! You'll work 
with an experienced volunteer, so no one works alone. If interested, please call 845-229-6432 
and leave your name & number, or email info@vanderbiltgarden.org. 
        
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
Wednesday, August 5, 6:30-8:30pm, Adriance Library, 93 Market St. Poughkeepsie, The 
Power of Purple in Garden and Landscape Design, by CCEDC Master Gardener volunteer 
Chris Ferrero. For more information visit www.poklib.org 

Wednesday, August 12, 6:30-8:30pm, Adriance Library, 93 Market St. Poughkeepsie, 
Composting/Vermicomposting by CCEDC Master Gardener volunteer Kathy Smith. For more 
information visit www.poklib.org 

Sunday, August 16, 1-4pm, Frederick W. Vanderbilt Garden Association Interpretive 
Tours,  Vanderbilt Mansion National Historic Site on Route 9 in Hyde Park, weather 
permitting. Tours of the formal gardens by volunteers discussing the history of the gardens and 
the mission of the Vanderbilt Garden Association to rehabilitate and maintain the plants, shrubs, 
trees, and statuary in the gardens as they were in the 1930’s just prior to Mr. Vanderbilt’s death. 
Current projects also discussed: renovation of the “Cherry Walk and replanting of the rose 
garden terraces. The 1875 Toolhouse building will also be open with Vanderbilt-era 
photographs. Free to the public. Visitors should park in the Visitor Center parking lot, and walk 
down the gravel path from the mansion to the gardens. For further information, e-mail 
info@vanderbiltgarden.org or visit http://www.vanderbiltgarden.org or call 845-229-6432. 

Saturday August 15, 10 am, Stanfordville Free Library, 14 Creamery Road, Stanfordville, 
NY, “Dividing Perennials” by CCEDC Master Gardener volunteer Judy Killmer. For more 
information visit www.stanfordlibrary.org 

Saturday August 15, Sunday August 16, 11am-3pm, Poughkeepsie Galleria, Hudson 
Valley Iris & Daylily Society annual plant sale features an amazing variety of daylilies grown 
in members’ gardens, with members available to answer questions.   

Wednesday, August 19, 6:30-8:30pm, Adriance Library, 93 Market St. Poughkeepsie, 
“Dividing Perennials” by CCEDC Master Gardener volunteer Chris Ferrero. For more 
information visit www.poklib.org 

Tuesday – Sunday, August 25-30, 10am – 7pm, the Dutchess County Fair Master Gardener 
volunteers will staff an exhibit on Home Composting, Recycling, and the ever popular “Ask the 
Master Gardener booth” in the lower level of the Horticulture Building. For more information on 
the Fair visit www.dutchessfair.com 
 
Wednesday September 9, 6:30 pm, LaGrange Library, 488 Freedom Plains Rd, “Putting Your 
Garden to Bed” MG volunteer Philomena Kiernan. For more information visit www.laglib.org 

mailto:info@vanderbiltgarden.org
http://www.poklib.org/
http://www.poklib.org/
file://///CCEDCSVR/H/DataJdT/Documents/Dutchess%20Dirt/2015%20Dutchess%20Dirt/www.stanfordlibrary.org
http://www.poklib.org/
http://www.dutchessfair.com/
http://www.laglib.org/


August 2015  Page 8 
 

Sunday, September 13, 2:00-4:00 pm, Second Annual Vanderbilt Garden Tea at Vanderbilt 
Mansion National Historic Site, fundraiser to support the formal gardens. Delectable 
refreshments, selected Harney & Sons teas, a special Guest Speaker, and live music featuring 
talented harpists.  Tickets are $40 for FWVGA members and $45 for non-members, advance 
purchase is required. Tickets are available via phone (1-800-838-3006) or online at 
BrownpaperTickets.com, through September 12th (unless the event sells out prior to that date). 
Guest Speaker is Margie Coffin Brown, Senior Project manager at the National Park Service 
Olmsted Center for Landscape Preservation, who will speak on “Preserving Nationally 
Significant Gardens.”  She has authored numerous cultural landscape reports for nationally-
significant properties in the Northeast, including reports for the Vanderbilt estate and garden. 

She holds a Masters degree in Landscape Architecture from Harvard University and a 
Bachelors degree in Plant Science from Cornell University.The Tea will be held rain or shine 
under our garden tent. Limited transportation will be available from the Visitors Parking Area to 
the Gardens beginning at 1:00 p.m. and for the return trip after the Tea. 
 
Saturday September 19, Stanfordville Free Library, 14 Creamery Road, Stanfordville, NY, 
“Building a Poly House” Perennials” by CCEDC Master Gardener volunteer Gillian Leslie. For 
more information visit www.stanfordlibrary.org 

 

WEBSITES TO VISIT 
 

 Asian Long Horned Beetle Look-Alikes 

 Emerald Ash Borer Look-Alikes 

 
 

PLANT ID QUIZ 
 

   
 
Last month’s quiz: This delightful collection of 
wildflowers is growing along the side of the 
road, less than one inch tall. Can you identify 
some of the flowers? 

 
 Left: Scarlet Pimpernel (Anagallis 
arvensis). Center: Lady’s Thumb 
(Persicaria maculosa) and Violet Wood 
Sorrel (Oxalis violacea). Right: Black 
Medic (Medicago lupulina) and Shaggy 
Soldier (Galinsoga quadriradiata)  

file://///CCEDCSVR/H/DataJdT/Documents/Dutchess%20Dirt/2015%20Dutchess%20Dirt/www.stanfordlibrary.org
http://www.uvm.edu/albeetle/identification/
http://www.emeraldashborer.info/files/e-2939.pdf
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This month’s quiz: This young tree is an invasive 
species, easily recognizable by the size of its leaves 
(larger than my dog’s head). It grows very quickly and 
is native to China.  Do you know what it is?  

 
 Deutsch Kurzhaar trying to reach 
mystery tree by climbing through 
poison ivy and oriental bittersweet.    

              
      

 Need Soil pH Testing? Need Lawn or Plant Diagnosis? 
Have any gardening questions? 

 
The Horticulture Hotline, (845) 677-5067 is now open for the season. Samples for 
identification or diagnosis can be submitted all year long. There is a $15 fee for samples. Visit 
our Horticulture Diagnostic Lab website for reliable resources and information on our services. 
 
HELP SPREAD THE DIRT! Please forward a copy to anyone you think might be interested. To 
be added or removed from our e-mail list, or submit upcoming gardening events, contact Nancy 
Halas at nh26@cornell.edu, www.ccedutchess.org.  
 

 
 
Websites mentioned in Dutchess Dirt are provided as a courtesy to our readers. Mention of these websites does not imply 
endorsement by Cornell University, Cornell Cooperative Extension or by the author.  

 

  

Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, and 
Individuals with Disabilities and provides equal program and employment opportunities. 

The programs provided by this agency are partially funded by monies received from the County of Dutchess. 

http://www.ccedutchess.org/gardening/community-horticulture/horticulture-diagnostic-lab-hotline.php
mailto:nh26@cornell.edu
http://www.ccedutchess.org/

