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The regional trend toward frequent, intense rain events in a short period of time is likely to continue. The 

results are recurring flooding and erosion issues for communities, which increases financial burden on the 

municipal budget. 

 

Who Should Attend: This program for municipal officials, highway personnel, planners and engaged 

community members will explore watershed resiliency strategies to minimize future flooding impacts 

and inhibit the expense of such events. 

 

You Will Learn: Participants will learn about planning tools for identifying risks to their community, 

funding sources and what other communities have done to prioritize risks, take preventive measures, and 

recover from extreme events. 

 

Agenda at a glance: 
I.  Watersheds – The Funnel, The Sponge, and The Slide  

Kim Sherwood, Watershed Consultant 

 

II.  Managing Stormwater for the Improved Resiliency of Roadways and Drainage Systems 

Geoffrey Scott, Technical Assistance Engineer, Cornell Local Roads Program 

 

III.  Drawing on Local Knowledge --Challenges, Opportunities and Strategies  

Round Table Discussion 

 

IV.  A Green Infrastructure Approach to Financing Resilience 

Jennifer Cotting, Research Associate, Environmental Finance Center, University of Maryland 

 

IV.  Funding, Case Studies, and Additional Benefits of Watershed Management 

Khris Dodson, Associate Director, Syracuse University Environmental Finance Center 

 

 

Contact: Sharon Anderson, 607-272-2292 ext. 156, ska2@cornell.edu 

 

For More Information and to Register: 

http://ccetompkins.org/04-16 



Watersheds – The Funnel, The Sponge, and The Slide – Kim Sherwood 

Everyone knows water moves downhill, but relatively few have thought about how it gathers 

volume and energy from both natural and human-caused factors. The historic philosophy was to 

‘get the water off’ as quickly as possible. This presentation explains how that well-intended concept 

over time has contributed to expensive problems for landowners and municipalities. With a better 

understanding of watershed dynamics, communities may be able to reduce flooding, erosion and 

associated costs. 

Managing Stormwater for the Improved Resiliency of Roadways and Drainage Systems – 

Geoffrey Scott 

In a time when changing weather patterns are leaving us with short intense rainfall events with 

rates far exceeding the natural and manmade designs of our watershed plumbing, we look to find 

solutions that can maintain and protect our roadway and drainage infrastructure. Although there is 

no one practice-fits-all solution in addressing the problems that are occurring there are several 

measures that can be considered to minimize the damage. In this session we will look at some of 

the issues contributing to the damage caused by the intense rainfall rates and some solutions and 

practices that can help make these structures more resilient and self-sustaining.  

A Green Infrastructure Approach to Financing Resilience – Jen Cotting 

In this session we will discuss the elements of effective financing strategies and how a green 

infrastructure approach can provide a framework for efficient, sustainably supported resiliency 

efforts.  Case stories will illustrate how this approach is being implemented in a number of 

communities. 

Funding, Case Studies, and Additional Benefits of Watershed Management – Khris Dodson 

This session will highlight the various state and federal funding opportunities available to aid 

flooding resiliency efforts and will detail tips and strategies for obtaining and leverage these funds. 

Case studies will also be presented on rural communities in New York State that formed task 

forces, created funding plans, or took action towards flood resiliency. 

 

 

 


