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A CULTURE FULL OF

CULINARY 

DELIGHTS
It comes as no surprise that for a 

country without an army, love for 

the natural world comes first. That 

sensibility comes through at every 

point of connection in Costa Rica. And 

the cuisine is no exception. 

Bordered by the Pacific Ocean to the 

west and the Caribbean Sea to the 

east, Costa Rica is a country rich in 

resources. This “rich coast” lays claim to 

about 6% of the world’s biodiversity.

And pura vida — the phrase meaning 

“pure life” that permeates the 

culture — isn’t just lip service; it 

accurately expresses the deep-

rooted appreciation for the real and 

unadulterated. 

What’s more, Costa Rica established 

the National Sustainable and Healthy 

Gastronomy Plan, defining the country’s 

commitment to sustainability and 

traditional cuisine. Thoughtful attention 

to fresh, locally grown produce and 

flavors is just part of the experience.

A FEAST FOR THE SENSES

GOLDEN GRAIN

Costa Rica was built on coffee, the golden grain, and 

today is among the world’s largest coffee producers. No 

trip is complete without a coffee plantation tour and a 

sampling of fresh brews. 

GALLO PINTO

A Costa Rican staple. Seemingly simple, but full of rich 

flavor, gallo pinto (rice and beans) is often served for 

breakfast with eggs, plantains and fresh corn tortillas. 

OLLA DE CARNE

This traditional dish is straight out of Grandma’s kitchen. 

It’s a hearty, slow-cooked stew full of root veggies and 

full-flavored meats. It might take all day to make, but it’s 

worth the wait.

PATACONES

Green plantains are sliced and fried to a crispy finish 

and served simply with lime and salt. Or sometimes with 

refried beans, avocado or pico de gallo. You’ll eat them 

all and ask for seconds. 



LIFE’S ESSENTIALS FOUND HERE. 

EXPLORE YEAR-ROUND 

VisitCostaRica.com 
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F
ishing, it has been called, a passion, addiction, affliction and obsession. 

All true at some level for many anglers and especially true for tournament 

anglers. I love fishing tournaments. Everything about the sport I love: pre-

paring for days before the event, the kickoff-party reunion with all the teams, watch-

ing the ball of fire rise from the ocean, angling, wiring, releasing or gaffing fish to 

earn points in the competition, and even the cleanup at the end of each day while 

enjoying a cold adult beverage. And when it all comes together, and you can’t seem 

to miss a bite, earning a spot on the awards stage in a tournament—that is nirvana. 

For those anglers fortunate to receive an invitation to be part of the very special 

Costa Offshore World Championship, I encourage you to take advantage of what 

might be a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. We promise you will have an amazing 

experience.

I recently attended another 

exciting IGFA auction banquet, 

and had the pleasure of visiting 

with many friends and passion-

ate anglers who do so much 

in the industry. Celebrating 

its 80th year, the IGFA is the 

bedrock of our sport. The past 

and present trustees with their 

incredible staff continue to do 

great work. Congratulations 

to the eighth president, Jason 

Schratweiser, who was unani-

mously approved by the board, 

who also announced that 

the IGFA will be much more 

involved with the OWC moving 

forward. It was a special night 

for me and my wife, Debbie, 

winning the Golden Paddle 

drawing, allowing us to bid and 

win a stay at IGFA trustee Massimo Borgna’s beautiful home in Catania Sicily, Italy. If 

you are not a member, it’s time to sign up and be a part of the IGFA. 

Costa Rica’s biodiversity is amazing, providing close encounters with many land 

and ocean species. The saltwater gamefish opportunities abound well past cov-

eted billfish, with the IGFA record books full of Costa Rican-caught records. If you 

haven’t taken time to fish the nearshore structure and rivermouths, you are miss-

ing out of some personal best opportunities. I did just that in 2014 following the 

OWC tournament and caught my personal-best roosterfish, pictured above. Dave 

Ferrell’s feature on page 34 will surely give you an appreciation for the Costa Rican 

Inshore Slam. 

So come to Costa Rica and quench that fishing thirst, hang out with some incred-

ible wildlife, and join a global group of anglers. On behalf of the Costa Rica Tourism 

Board, Qualifying Events, Industry leading sponsors and tournament staff, I thank 

you for participating in this wonderful pastime and being good stewards of the sea. 

Good fishing and all the very best,
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B
ienvenidos a Costa Rica! Opportunities for adventure are unlim-

ited in Costa Rica 365 days of the year thanks to the 12 different 

tropical microclimates that provide temperatures ranging from 70 to 82 

degrees Fahrenheit, no matter what time of year you visit.

With more than 29 national parks, two distinctly different coasts, 

four active volcanoes and several more dormant, Costa Rica provides 

an adventure for everyone. Our country would not be what it is today 

without our locals’ and visitors’ commitment to protecting its natural 

treasures and wildlife. 

Just south of Quepos, where this year’s Offshore World Championship is being held, lies Manuel Antonio 

National Park. Considered one of Costa Rica’s crown jewels, the National Park boasts beautiful white-sand 

beaches and flora and fauna, and numerous opportunities for animal sightings—whether you’re visiting a wildlife 

sanctuary, on a jungle night tour or simply sunbathing at the beach.  Rivers in the area also allow for river tubing, 

kayaking and rafting. 

Costa Rica is proud to be the home to 3.5 percent of the world’s marine life. Along the country’s two coasts, 

visitors can enjoy beautiful coral-reef formations, hundreds of species of multicolored fish, and underwater caves. 

Bahía Ballena National Park, Manzanillo Beach and Caño Island are popular places for snorkeling, as well as the 

reef at Cahuita National Park on the Caribbean side of the country, which is home to more than 120 species of 

fish and over 40 crustaceans.

For visitors seeking an adrenaline rush, zip-lining over a forest canopy or traversing hanging bridges in the 

northern Guanacaste and Monteverde regions of the country is an unforgettable way to observe Costa Rica’s 

incredible rainforests, wildlife and more than 400 species of birds. Costa Rica’s youngest and most active 

volcano, Arenal Volcano, experienced its last eruption in 1968.  Explore the volcano’s hiking and horseback-

riding trails, hot springs and waterfalls to discover the full breadth of its beauty. 

An adventure in Costa Rica would not be complete without a taste of our local cuisine. Enjoy staples such as 

rice and beans, called gallo pinto, and fried plantains, called patacones, at any one of our restaurants, or taste 

innovative takes on traditional dishes in our city’s capital, San José. Costa Rica’s commitment to sustainability 

extends to our gastronomy. Around the country, many restaurants have pledged to source products from local 

farmers and created gardens where they cultivate organic ingredients used in their kitchens.

We invite you to discover your pura vida adventure in Costa Rica and to explore all that our beautiful country 

has to offer. 

Maria Amalia Revelo
Minister of Tourism

DISCOVER YOUR 

ADVENTURE IN 

COSTA RICA
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MINIS TRY OF TOURISM 
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What IGFA Accomplished in 2019

A
s the IGFA sets its sights on 

2020, the International Game 

Fish Association reflects on its 

historic 80th-anniversary year in 

2019 and the significant achieve-

ments the organization made in 

fulfilling its mission of gamefish 

conservation and the promotion 

of ethical angling practices. To say 

the least, 2019 was a year for the 

record books. 

CONSERVATION

In its 80th year, the IGFA continued 

its leadership in pursuing 

productive science for gamefish 

conservation through the IGFA 

Great Marlin Race, the Forage Fish 

Initiative and continued work in 

fisheries advocacy. 

The IGMR welcomed Costa 

Del Mar as the official program 

partner, reached a milestone of 

400 deployed tags around the 

world, and saw several new peer-

reviewed publications added to 

the program’s growing body of 

work. The IGMR is the world’s 

largest satellite tagging program 

for billfish, and there are big plans 

to further expand this program in 

the coming year with the planned 

deployment of more than 50 tags.  

The Forage Fish Initiative is 

changing the way forage fish are 

studied and managed, which 

is important because vibrant 

recreational fisheries depend 

on healthy forage-fish popula-

tions. This program, while now 

focused on Florida, has helped 

raise awareness around the world 

on the importance of managing 

these often-overlooked yet highly 

important species. 

Perhaps the most important 

 advocacy effort in 2019 was the 

authorization of deep-set buoy gear 
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as a better alternative to  destructive 

drift gill nets for commercially 

harvesting swordfish on the West 

Coast of the United States.

EDUCATION 

Protecting gamefish will go only so 

far to protect the future of fishing. 

Developing the next generation of 

anglers and environmental stew-

ards is a key component of the 

IGFA’s mission. 

In 2019, the IGFA launched its 

“Passports to Fishing” program, 

which marked a significant move 

to expand the organization’s 

youth-education efforts to an inter-

national level. Over the past year, 

the IGFA distributed 50 “Passports 

to Fishing” kits to 21 countries on 

six continents. Except for Antarctica, 

the IGFA taught kids to fish on 

every corner of the globe. 

We also developed and launched 

a program to reach children where 

they spend time—online—to inspire 

children to get outside and go 

fishing. Our online course, “Intro to 

Fishing,” is designed for children 

ages 10 and under who identify 

as beginners to the sport. Five 

immersive chapters cover species 

identification, habitat, fishing basics, 

ethical angling practices and the 

role that IGFA plays in the sport. 

On June 7, 2019, the IGFA’s 

80th anniversary, we hosted the 

inaugural International Game Fish 

Angling Day to celebrate angling 

around the world and galvanize 

the IGFA’s international network 

of supporters around a common 

goal of educating young anglers. 

A total of 27 youth fishing clinics 

took place around the world in 11 

 countries/territories, on five conti-

nents, affecting more than 1,300 

young anglers and their families. 
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Last, we strategically partnered 

with other domestic and inter-

national angling, education and 

nonprofit organizations such as 

the National Park Service and 

the Boy Scouts of America to 

continue working toward the goal 

of teaching 100,000 youths around 

the world to fish—to build the next 

generation of ethical and conser-

vation-minded anglers. 

IGFA WORLD RECORDS

Record-keeping has been the 

foundation of the IGFA since its 

inception in 1939. IGFA World 

Records are a vital component of 

sport fishing and validate some 

of the most outstanding angling 

accomplishments in the world.

This past year, other than cele-

brating 80 years of conservation, 

the IGFA had another tremendous 

year, with nearly 450 world records 

approved for catches made from the 

marshes of Louisiana to the rivers of 

Russia and everywhere in between.

In total, 448 records comprised 

of 243 different species of fish, 

caught in 39 countries on six conti-

nents, were approved—just waiting 

on that first record from Antarctica 

to check off the seventh continent.  

LOOKING AHEAD

As we look ahead to 2020, we 

will continue to build upon the 

successes of 2019. The IGFA is 

excited and honored to once 

again become more involved 

in  competitive-angling events 

to ensure that the IGFA remains 

relevant to the sport itself. And 

what better way to do so than 

by rekindling a long-standing 

 relationship with the Offshore 

World Championship?

We would like to thank all 

our IGFA Members around the 

world who helped make 2019 

such a successful year, and we 

look forward to continuing this 

 important work with you in 2020—

and beyond.
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THE PLACE TO STAY DURING THE COSTA OFFSHORE WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP

PARADOR RESORT & SPA

ingredients, the new menu is a perpetually shape-

shifting masterpiece of nuanced flavors tied to the 

tropical theme that surrounds this jungle location. 

Many herbs, spices and vegetables are grown right 

on the sustainable property—one of the reasons 

Parador has earned the designation of “eco-luxury 

resort.” Chef Salazar and his team are happy to assist 

guests who may have any dietary requirements.

Maintaining previously legendary status, this 

year’s OWC kickoff party at Parador Resort & Spa is 

sure to dazzle, and will continue to include enough 

food and drinks to satisfy even the weariest angler. 

If the past few years are any indication, most of the 

OWC teams choose to stay at Parador, so book 

your reservations early. For more information, visit 

hotelparador.com or call 877-506-1414. Be sure 

to mention you’re an OWC participant to receive 

exclusive rates. Come back to Parador Resort & 

Spa for your family holidays, destination weddings, 

anniversaries or anytime you need a pampered 

getaway to a tropical location.

P
arador Resort & Spa has once again partnered 

with the Offshore World Championship for 

2020 and will serve as the official headquarters. 

Located 15 minutes away from the Marina Pez Vela, 

Parador offers spectacular views of the Pacific Ocean 

and Manuel Antonio National Park.

When anglers visit, guests are encouraged to 

utilize all of Parador’s amenities, which include four 

restaurants, three pool areas (one exclusively for 

adults), two lounges (one featuring a swim-up bar), 

a fitness center, game room, 18-hole miniature 

golf course, and finally, the Pacifica Spa. The spa 

is the absolute best place in Manuel Antonio to 

treat yourself, friends and loved ones to a variety of 

massage styles and techniques, facials, manicures 

and pedicures. Check out the menu online at 

hotelparador.com/spa to see all the rejuvenating 

services offered.

This year, chef Rodrigo Salazar is unveiling 

exotic dishes for the exclusive La Fragata dining 

experience. Featuring seasonal and locally sourced 



HotelParador.com

info@HotelParador.com

(506) 2777-1414
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MARINA 

PEZ VELA

With six fantastic  restaurants, medical 
services, pharmacy, beauty salon, 
shops and supply stores, Marina 
Pez Vela is a one-stop shop for its 
guests, and blends perfectly a sense 
of local authenticity with a luxurious 
and polished environment. There 
are also 10 luxury villas on-site, 
which are an amazing luxury option 
for anglers looking for the best in 
accommodations just steps from the 
docks. You can reserve your space at 
 marinapezvelavillas.com.

The tournament season at Marina 
Pez Vela is defined not only by some 

of the most competitive angling in 
the world, but also by creating some 
of the most fun tournaments in the 
Americas. The tournament season 
kicked off with the Second Annual 
Dorado Derby. This one-day dorado-
only tourney coincides with the 
annual Mahi Mahi Run in the area, 
and was a huge success—with the 
only thing topping the fishing being 

the huge dock social and party at the 
weigh-in scales.  

The Dorado Derby sets the tone 
for the entire tournament year ahead, 
delivering big on great fishing, smiles 

While marina projects around the 
world rest in complacency with their 
current space and services, Marina Pez 
Vela continues its evolution, raising the 
bar for visiting anglers, captains and 
guests. In 2019, the marina continued  
its progress and commitment toward 
creating a one-of-a-kind destination in 
the heart of some of the world’s richest 
waters. Check out a few of the latest 
developments at Marina Pez Vela. 

In a partnership unlike any other in 
Costa Rica, Marina Pez Vela and Costa 
Rica’s leading telecommunications 
provider have completed the instal-
lation of fiber-optic cable and direct 

connections for high-speed internet, 
Voice Over Internet Protocol (VOIP) 
and Internet Protocol Television (IPTV) 
to all marina docks. Every slip now has 
a direct fiber-optic connection, with 

the ability to customize additional 
services based on the needs and size 
of the vessel and crew. Marina Pez 
Vela has an acute awareness of the 
 importance of seamless high-speed 
connectivity for captains and crews 
at the docks. This new development 
makes Marina Pez Vela the only marina 
in Central America with fiber-optic 

cable and IPTV at all of its docks.
In addition to the fiber-optic 

services, Marina Pez Vela is committed 
to guest experiences. Its yacht yard, 
marina basin, and services continue 
to expand and prove their excellence, 
exemplified by the new Captain’s 

Lounge. This lounge is specifically 

designed to allow visiting captains a 
private space in which to work, relax, 
coordinate meetings, organize mainte-
nance, and share with colleagues in a 
customized space.  

While the services on the docks 
and in the world-class yacht yard are 
of primary importance to the project, 
Marina Pez Vela is equally committed 
to creating an unforgettable experi-
ence in the uplands section and 
surrounding community of Manuel 
Antonio, which is such an important 
part of the magic of this destination. 

THE ANGLERS’ FAVORITE

and memories. Early January played 
host to the Rockstar tournament, 
which was the biggest ever, with more 
than 60 boats competing this year for 
more than $700,000 in prize money. 
The bite was insane in this two-day 
event, which was a close-fought battle 
with some of the top fishing teams in 

the world participating.  
This year Marina Pez Vela will also 

host the second-annual Pescadora 
tournament. This ladies-only tourna-
ment was one of the huge success 
stories of 2019, and this year is going 
to be bigger and better, with more 
than 40 boats signed up as of this 
writing. MPV is also adding another 
new one-day inshore tournament to 
the align this year with the first-ever 

Rooster Rodeo. This tournament, in 
conjunction with the rooster satellite 
tagging program, is about combining 
fun and conservation by introducing 
the fun inshore bite for this amazing 
fish to visitors to the marina. The 

season closes out with the ninth-annual 
Quepos Billfish Cup, an OWC quali-
fying event, and finally, the Marina Pez 

Vela open, which is a two-day prequel 
to the main event of the OWC.

Jan. 10-12, 2020: Pelagic Rockstar Tournament

Feb. 21-23, 2020: Pescadora Ladies-Only Billfish Tournament

March 7, 2020: Rooster Rodeo

March 20-22, 2020: Quepos Billfish Cup

April 17-19, 2020: Marina Pez Vela Open

Nov. 20, 2020: Dorado Derby

FOR MORE INFORMATION, FIND MARINA PEZ VELA ON SOCIAL MEDIA OR  

VISIT MARINAPEZVELA.COM.

FULL TOURNAMENT SCHEDULE
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THE US-BASED TEAM WENT FROM ZEROES TO HEROES AFTER A SLOW 2018 YEAR.

OREGON TUNA CREW WINS
THE 2019 COSTA OFFSHORE WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP

BY SAM HUDSON

PHOTOS BY MICHELLE GAYLORD

The 2019 first-place finishers, Team Oregon Tuna Classic, from the United States

T
he 2019 Costa Offshore World Championship gathered anglers and teams from across the globe to 

compete in Costa Rica for the most exclusive title in international tournament fishing. Of the 45 elite 

teams that accepted invitations in 2019, only one was crowned Offshore World Champions. Gone were 

the dominating teams of Brazil, as a new team rose to the top.

In 2019, the title went to Team Oregon Tuna Classic, of the 

United States. The team rode a dominating first two days 

all the way to the championship. Anglers Matt Olson, Matt 

Rowland, Stan Brogdon, Dan Sullivan and Erik Jutila took each 

day of fishing seriously, never allowing a rod to make it from 

their hands to a rod holder. The victory was well-earned for 

the team, although maybe a little surprising: Anglers on the 

Oregon Tuna Classic team finished in 49th place in 2018.

Teams 2008 OWC Champions, of the Florida Keys, 

and Mauritius International Billfish Release Tournament, 

of Mauritius, finished second and third respectively in 

2019. Three of the top five teams in 2019 were from the 

United States, a departure from Brazilian teams ruling the 

l eaderboard the past couple of years. 

We spoke to members from the top three teams to 

get their reactions from the 2019 event in Quepos, Costa 

Rica. A complete recap of the 2019 results is available at 

 offshoreworldchampionship.com.
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MATT ROWLAND, A MEMBER OF THE OREGON 

TUNA CLASSIC WINNING TEAM

OFFSHORE WORLD: In 2018, Team Oregon Tuna Classic 

finished 49th out of 51 teams. In 2019, your team won the 

Offshore World Championship. How’d you guys complete 

such a dramatic turnaround?  

MATT ROWLAND: I believe the biggest difference in the 

two years were the connections we made in 2018. We were 

able to meet some of the best fishermen in the world and 

had a full year to pick their brains to become better billfish 

anglers. We also made it a point that on our two pre-fish 

days, we wanted to hook fish, not have them hooked and 

handed to us. 

OW: Were there any methods of fishing that you use to 

fish for tuna in Oregon that you used in Costa Rica at the 

Offshore World Championship? 

MR: While the methods are polar opposites, some things 

remain the same. Attention to details is huge. Sharp hooks, 

fresh bait and boat speed are important wherever you fish. 

We noticed some similarities in how far back baits were 

trolled in the spread and leads rigged to baits.

OW: Can you talk a bit about how the Oregon Tuna 

Classic champions are crowned? We know a number of 

different Oregon tuna tournaments occur as part of a 

series, right? 

MR: We fish a two-tournament series with points gained 

at both events. The team with the most points after the 

two tournaments gets the OWC invite. Points are awarded 

based on where you place in the tournament. Teams 

weigh five fish, competing for the heaviest overall haul.

OW: Did you guys bring your own tackle to Costa Rica? Or 

did you rely on charter crews to provide tackle and rigging? 

MR: We did bring down rods but not much as far as 

rigging goes. A local company supplies us with the rods 

and Accurate [fishing products] gave us a break on some 

beautiful reels. We basically walked the docks the night 

before and checked our next day’s boat. If we felt our 

gear was a notch above theirs, we made the plan to bring 

our own. Otherwise, we just ran their program.

OW: How much experience with Costa Rica fishing did 

team members of the 2019 winning team have? 

MR: We had little to no experience with Costa Rica. 

Three of our team members, myself included, had made 

it down the previous year for the 2018 Championship. 

We all know how that ended up! This year our level of 

 seriousness was much higher.

OW: What were the winning techniques you guys used to 

catch a mess of sailfish, especially on days one and two of 

fishing? Do you recall your bite-to-catch ratio? 

MR: We all spent a solid eight hours sitting on the rail, 

rod in hand. “When in doubt, dump it out” became our 

motto—meaning, if we thought a sail struck our bait, we let 

out line. For six straight days, we all spent eight hours a 

day, rod in hand, bail open, just waiting for the bite. Days 

one and two were nothing short of amazing. In fact, we all 

believe day one was pivotal to our success for the whole 

tournament. Over the course of the tournament, our 

hookup ratio was phenomenal, maybe one or two a day 

that were raised that we didn’t get a hook into. 

OW: Your team built up a big lead early on in the 

 tournament. But two teams came within 500 points of you 

on the final day. Were you guys sweating it out on your 

final day of fishing? 

MR: The last day was a tough one. We had a great boat, 

and a captain and mate who worked hard the whole 

day; we just couldn’t make it happen. None of us speak 

Spanish, but our ears definitely perked up with every radio 

transmission. From the sounds of it, some boats were on 

the fish and some weren’t. With no cell service most of the 

day, we were all biting our nails. We knew we started 

the day with a pretty big lead but had no idea where we 

ended up overall. It was actually the captain’s wife who 

texted us congratulations. We had him pull back the 

throttles so that we could all jump in, our first dip in the 

Pacific in six days of fishing on the water.

OW: When not fishing in tuna tournaments in Oregon, 

what other types of fishing does your team enjoy? 

MR: We all enjoy most types of fishing. The Pacific 

Northwest has so much to offer, including some of the 

best salmon fishing in the world: huge sturgeon, halibut, 

bottomfish and crab. In fresh water, there’s steelhead, 

trout, bass and walleye. You name it, and one of us prob-

ably fishes for it. In fact, Matt Olson joked we should try 

tournament crappie fishing next—I sure hope he’s joking. 

When fishing season ends, we all go hunting.

Team Oregon Tuna Classic finished in the back of the 
pack in 2018. In 2019, the team won the Offshore World 
Championship, beating out 44 other international teams.
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BH: I personally have not been to Cabo, although I would 

love to go there some day and fish it. A few of the guys on 

our team have fished there and enjoyed their time. From 

what I’ve heard, the major difference fishing in Cabo is the 

abundance of striped marlin compared with sailfish.

 

OW: You guys stayed in the top five every day of fishing in 

2019. Who did you feel was your biggest competition? Who 

were you keeping an eye on in 2019? 

BH: Fishing in Costa Rica has taught me that any team can 

find the right school of fish at any time. That means that 

teams can put up release numbers quickly. Simply put, 

everyone you compete against is dangerous. Toward the last 

two days, we really kept an eye on the teams in the top five 

because the release numbers were so close.

OW: Do you feel like the Costa Rica charter operators 

continue to improve their gear, boats and fishing skills each 

time you visit Costa Rica? 

BH: The Costa Rica charter operators have definitely kept 

up with the latest tackle and techniques—not to mention 

their English is terrific. We always have a good time fishing 

with the crews in the OWC. They are super-friendly and 

know how to put you on the fish.

BRANDON HOPPER, A MEMBER OF SECOND-PLACE 

TEAM 2008 OFFSHORE WORLD CHAMPIONS 

OFFSHORE WORLD: In 2019, you guys finished less 

than 400 points away from winning the Offshore World 

Championship. How did it feel to come so close to winning 

the whole thing in 2019? 

BRANDON HOPPER: I grew up in a charter-fishing family, 

and my dream was always to travel and compete in tourna-

ments. To have the opportunity to fish in the OWC and finish 

in second place was a real treat. Also, winning the title of top 

angler in the tournament was really special for me. 

As a team we were happy with our success—but at the 

same time, we are always learning and looking for ways to 

get better. We put a lot of time into preparing for the tour-

nament, and when it came time to fish, we worked hard to 

make each fish count. It was rewarding to finish strong.

OW: You guys had a great year in 2019, and your 

 second-place finish was quite respectable. How were you 

guys able to consistently release fish each of the four days 

of fishing in 2019? 

BH: All of the anglers on our team are seasoned fishermen 

who love nothing more than catching fish every chance we 

OW: Now that you guys have won an Offshore World 

Championship, your team has a standing invite to 

compete at future events. Do you think your team, the 

2019 OWC Champs, will compete at future Offshore 

World Championships? 

MR: For sure! Probably not this upcoming year. Most 

of us used the “once-in-a-lifetime” excuse for the 2018 

OWC. Fishing the 2019 event was a pretty hard sell 

to our spouses. But I know for a fact that each one of 

us mentioned making it back down again in the near 

future. It is truly an amazing event, and one of the most 

 well-organized tournaments we have ever experienced. 

get. During the tournament, we make sure there’s always 

a few guys watching the dead-bait spread in case fish pop 

up. That way we can get the drop on them. Everyone has 

a job, and we all know how to handle multiple responsi-

bilities. Whether it’s catching fish, running the camera, or 

pulling dredges and teasers, we do what it takes to keep 

us competitive.

OW: Your team, or at least some of the members on your 

team, won the Offshore World Championship in 2008 in Cabo 

San Lucas. Have you ever fished in Cabo San Lucas for billfish? 

How is fishing in Cabo different than fishing in Costa Rica? 

Brandon Hopper, of  Team 2008 OWC 
Champions, earned top angler honors.

Team 2008 OWC Champions, based out of the Florida Keys,  
finished in second place.
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OW: Does your team have any favorite styles or methods 

of fishing for Costa Rica billfish? 

BH: Our favorite way to fish in Costa Rica is with 

 chin-weighted ballyhoo, dredges and squid chains. We 

like to pull a fairly traditional dead-bait spread with five 

chin-weighted ballyhoo, two squid chains and two dredges. 

Because every boat fishes differently, we will change the 

position of baits in the spread during the course of the day. 

Also, we’re not afraid to switch teaser colors until we find 

the top performers.

 

OW: When you’re not fishing in Costa Rica, where are your 

home waters, and what species do you like to target? 

BH: Our home waters are the Florida Keys, where we like 

to target a bunch of different species throughout the year. 

Our favorite fish to target is definitely billfish. 

OW: Are there any places you guys like to fish that 

compare to Costa Rica? It tends to have year-round fishing 

available and year-round favorable weather, which makes it 

a fishing paradise. 

BH: There are many places where we love to visit and fish 

in Costa Rica. I think the Bahamas is one of our favorites. 

You can’t say one is better than the other because they are 

unique in different ways. Quepos is a great place for the 

OWC to be hosted.

OW: In future Offshore World Championship tournaments, 

do you feel like four days of fishing is the right amount of 

time? Sometimes we’ll see teams dragging on the final day 

of fishing. Do you believe three days of fishing is a viable 

alternative, or would you like to keep four days of fishing? 

BH: Fishing always has been and always will be in my 

blood. I believe I can say this for myself and my team, that 

the more days we can fish, the better. It’s a worldwide tour-

nament with people traveling major distances, so I think it’s 

fitting to keep the four-day fishing format. When you love 

fishing, it never gets old. 

OW: Do you think you’ll be back at the 2020 Offshore 

World Championship? 

BH: The 2008 Offshore World Champions plan to be back 

in 2020 for another chance to reclaim the title.

RAYMOND LECOURT, A MEMBER OF THIRD-PLACE 

TEAM MAURITIUS BILLFISH RELEASE  

INTERNATIONAL TOURNAMENT

OFFSHORE WORLD: Team Mauritius Billfish Release 

International Tournament released 23 sailfish, one blue 

marlin and one black marlin at the 2019 Offshore World 

Championship. You guys put on a great showing. How did 

you all feel about your performance?  

RAYMOND LECOURT: This was our third time 

 participating at the Offshore World Championship. Each 

year, we’ve gained more experience, and we’ve become 

 Team Mauritius International Billfish Release Tournament finished in third place.
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OW: How were the majority of your sailfish and marlin 

caught in Costa Rica? What method of fishing did you use?  

RL: We caught 100 percent of our billfish on ballyhoo.

 

OW: How does fishing in the Indian Ocean compare with 

fishing in the Pacific Ocean? Do you notice any similarities 

or differences?  

RL: We mostly fish with big reels and rods in the Indian 

Ocean, such as 80s to 130s, because we can get strikes at 

any time from big blue marlin weighing over 1,000 pounds. 

In the Pacific, you can get away with light tackle, especially 

when targeting sailfish and the smaller blue marlin. Besides 

the tackle, the fishing, in general, is quite similar. 

OW: When not fishing in tournaments, do you or any of the 

anglers on your team fish for other species besides billfish?  

RL: Yes, we fish often for tunas, mahimahi and all kinds of 

pelagic species. We also love to fish with poppers and jigs 

when the conditions are right.

much more competitive. It was great to see positive results 

after putting in major efforts to become a better fishing 

team in Costa Rica.

OW: Your team didn’t finish first, but you were still able 

to make the winners stage in third place, just 500 points 

behind the first-place winners. How did it feel to represent 

your tournament with such a good performance?  

RL: We were proud of our third-place finish in 2019. 

The techniques used to catch sailfish in Costa Rica were 

unknown to us three years ago. We managed to learn 

quickly in the trips we’ve made, performing well in competi-

tion. It felt great to bring back a good result to our country.

 

OW: Your team won the Mauritius Billfish Release 

International Tournament to receive the invite to the 2019 

Offshore World Championship, but Mauritius is not a big 

place. Were all your team members from Mauritius? Or 

were team members from all over the world?  

Team Frenzy were the top crew in 2019, consisting of Capt. 
Jose Fabio Hernadez and mates Marcos Solano and Jason Falas.

The second-place crew was Team Dragin Fly, made up of  
Capt. James Smith and mate Alberto Dorling.

RL: The members of our team were from all over the world. 

The Mauritius Billfish Release International Tournament is 

an international fishing competition.

OW: Were you able to utilize any techniques from the 

Mauritius tournament in Costa Rica? Which techniques 

work in both locations?  

RL: Actually, it’s the contrary. The techniques we’ve learned 

in Costa Rica we now use when fishing in other parts of the 

world. In particular, the techniques of using teasers that we 

learned in Costa Rica we now use when fishing in Mauritius. 

And it works. We’ve been able attract higher numbers of 

marlin than we ever have in the past.

OW: On day two of fishing at the Offshore World 

Championship, your team won the day by scoring 

1,800 points. Did you guys have an exceptional captain? 

Maybe you missed fewer fish and hooked most of your 

fish? Maybe it was luck? Why do you think you were so 

successful that day?  

RL: What I’m sure of on that day was that our team had a 

good relationship with the captain and his crew. That good 

relationship—working together to tease fish to the boat, 

drop back ballyhoo, hook and release fish—is crucial to a 

good day of fishing. It’s fun to share experiences together.

OW: Do you prefer spinning tackle or conventional tackle 
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TOP 2019 TEAMS

1st Place—Oregon Tuna 

Classic, 6,100 points from 

28 sailfish and one blue marlin

 

2nd Place—2008 OWC 

Champions, 5,732.2 points 

from 21 sailfish, two blue 

marlin, one striped marlin and 

32.2-pound dorado

 

3rd Place—Mauritius 

International Billfish Release 

Tournament, 5,600 points from 

23 sailfish, one blue marlin and 

one black marlin  

TOP ANGLERS

1st Place—Earning 2,600 

points from one blue marlin, 

one striped marlin, and 

eight Pacific sailfish, Brandon 

Hopper, of the 2008 OWC 

Champions team 

2nd Place—Earning 2,500 

points from one blue marlin 

and 10 Pacific sailfish releases, 

Fernando Pessoa, of the Yacht 

Club Ilhabela Annual Billfish 

Tournament team

3rd Place—Earning 2,200 

points from 11 Pacific sailfish 

releases, Matt Olson, of the 

Oregon Tuna Classic team 

4th Place—Earning 2,200 

points from 11 Pacific sailfish 

releases, Paulo Cecchetti, of 

the Torneio de Pesca Royal 

Charlotte team 

5th Place—Earning 2,100 

points from one blue marlin 

and eight Pacific sailfish 

releases, Vlaho Vidak, of the 

IGLAN Big Game Fishing 

Jezera team 

6th Place—Earning 1,965.4  

 

points from seven Pacific 

sailfish releases, one blue 

marlin release, and 29- and 

36.4-pound dolphin, Sam 

Worden, of the 2011 Offshore 

World Championship team

Anglers received prizes 

from Costa Offshore World 

Championship sponsors 

Costa Del Mar, King Sailfish 

Mounts, Soundview Millworks, 

Guy Harvey, AFTCO, Garmin 

Marine, Flor de Caña, Big T 

Lures and Heineken. 

TOP BOAT/
CAPTAIN

1st place—Earning 5,257.6 

points, Frenzy, Capt. Jose 

Fabio Hernadez, mates Marcos 

Solano and Jason Falas

2nd place—Earning 5,100 

points, Dragin Fly, Capt. James 

Smith, mate Alberto Dorling

3rd place—Earning 4,700 

points, Raven, Capt. Mardonio 

Obando, mate Ananias Marin 

Reyes; tied with Capt. Cristian 

Calvo, mate Randy Smith, 

on Amy’s Dream

HEAVIEST 
DORADO

1st Place—52.8 pounds, 

Alexandre Guedes Neto, of 

the Torneio de Pesca Royal 

Charlotte team 

2nd Place—49.8 pounds, 

Steven (Rocky) Franich, of 

International Roosterfish 

Tournament

3rd place—42.6 pounds, 

Olivier Nouy, of Antigua & 

Barbuda Sportfish Tournament 

No qualifying tuna or wahoo

FINAL STANDINGSwhen fishing for billfish?  

RL: Personally, I prefer conventional tackle. But for 

 beginners, spinning tackle is easier to handle.

 

OW: What advice would you give to new teams fishing in 

the Offshore World Championship?  

RL: I’d suggest they research and learn as much information 

as possible about the techniques used in Costa Rica. Then, 

train and use the techniques in your home waters before 

coming to Costa Rica. The bait-and-switch technique is not 

easy if you’re not familiar with it. But it is deadly effective 

once you get good at it. Bring some luck to Costa Rica too.

The third-place crew was Team Raven, comprised of  
Capt. Mardonio Obando and mate Ananias Marin Reyes.  

Team Amy’s Dream tied for third place, made up of  
Capt. Cristian Calvo and mate Randy Smith.

Alexandre Guedes Neto, of the Torneio de Pesca 
Royal Charlotte team, landed the largest dorado of the 

Championship — a 52.8-pounder.
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W
hile most fi shermen learned 

about the wonders of Costa 

Rica through the country’s 

unparalleled billfi shing opportunities, an 

exciting and world-class inshore experi-

ence awaits those who stay that extra day to 

try something new and different. For those 

wishing to expand their lists of caught 

species, you couldn’t ask for a better place 

to target extremely large examples of many 

different fi sh. The International Game 

Fishing Association’s record book is packed 

with almost 200 examples of lucky anglers 

in Costa Rica who put everything on the 

line, and caught a giant on rod and reel. 

The incredible abundance here is also a 

boon to fl y-fi shermen, novice or advanced, 

upping their chances of landing that fi rst 

billfi sh, roosterfi sh or giant black snook 

on the fl y. Costa Rica just seems to grow 

lots of species to the extreme end of their 

size range. Whether you are interested in 

setting a world record or if you’re just a 

fi sherman who wants to catch something 

new, the chance to catch your personal best 

of an incredible array of species doesn’t get 

any better than it does in Costa Rica. 

SEASON IS NOW, 

NO MATTER WHAT

When the fi rst sport-fi shing boats came 

to Costa Rica in the late ’80s and early 

’90s, the reports coming out from the 

earliest locations were, quite frankly, hard 

to believe. There  seemed to be incredible 

numbers of large Pacifi c sails all along 

PERSONAL BEST
COSTA RICA PROVIDES AMAZING VARIETY AND TREMENDOUS 

OPPORTUNITIES TO CATCH THAT PERSONAL-BEST SPECIES

By Dave Ferrel l
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During that same trip, he says, his clients 

wanted to try some inshore fi shing, and 

on the fi nal day, they nearly completed an 

inshore slam. 

“On the last day of the trip, they wanted 

to fi sh inshore, so we put out some live baits 

around the river mouth,” he says. “The 

fi rst fi sh of the day was a nice snook. On 

the second bite, one of the guys caught our 

roosterfi sh. Now we only needed a cubera 

snapper to complete the slam. We gave 

it good go, but unfortunately, we didn’t 

get one yesterday. We really need to start 

promoting that here a lot more.”

Along with the big three—roosterfi sh, 

cubera and snook—Costa Rica also offers 

an entire smorgasbord of hard-fi ghting 

species that don’t get the recognition 

they deserve. Enormous jack crevalle 

swim in these waters, along with bluefi n 

trevally, red snapper, goliath grouper, 

broomtail grouper, and many more…all in 

world-record sizes. But here’s a little bit 

more about the big three that make up that 

inshore slam. 

ROOSTERFISH

One of the most powerful, hard-fi ghting and 

cool-looking gamefi sh, the roosterfi sh is as 

gaudy and cantankerous as its namesake. 

With its extra-long dorsal fi n that can stand 

erect like a rooster’s comb, no one ever has 

trouble identifying this unique speedster. 

Capable of long, powerful runs and a 

bulldoglike tenacity, this large member of 

the jack family lives up to its heritage. 

While Capt. Franklin Araya loves to fi sh 

offshore for tuna and marlin on his 33-foot 

Blackwatch, Big Eye II, he also enjoys 

fi shing offshore for roosterfi sh when his 

clients want a change of pace. “If you are 

While billfi sh continue to be 

Costa Rica’s main draw, a host of 

desirable gamefi sh keeps intrepid 

anglers coming back for more.

the coast, with a good number of marlin 

sprinkled in for good measure. Once boats 

and crews started reporting getting 50-plus 

bites a day, and light-tackle marlin records 

started falling, pura vida spread through the 

sport-fi shing community like a wildfi re. To 

this day, Costa Rica stands alone when it 

comes to a family-friendly destination that 

provides world-class fi shing for so many 

different species of big game. 

Benn Gilmour, owner of Jackpot Sport 

Fishing out of Quepos, says there are two 

distinct seasons in Costa Rica: the dry and the 

wet. “The dry lasts roughly from December 

through April, while the wet is May through 

November. Normally the inshore fi shing 

is better during the dry season because the 

sardines come inshore by the millions once 

the rains stop. But offshore we get a big infl ux 

of sails, tuna and dolphin, so you can catch 

everything here year-round. I just fi nished 

with fi ve guys yesterday (in mid-December), 

and we got a good mixture of billfi sh and 

tuna, trolling and using vertical jigs.”



really serious about catching a roosterfi sh, 

you have to have live bait. We like to fi sh 

for the really big ones with a live bonito or 

sardine from December through June,” he 

says. “You can catch roosterfi sh here right 

outside the marina, but we don’t fi sh right 

here. There are a bunch of places to fi sh 

for them within 10 miles of the marina 

here in Quepos.”

Araya says you can catch smaller 

roosterfish, up to 30 pounds, along the 

beaches, but the “big ones are out on the 

rocks. You can catch more, and smaller 

ones, on the beach, but for the really big 

ones, you need a big live bait fished real 

close to the rocks—that’s where they 

hang out.”

Big ones indeed. Gilmour says that 

“50 pounders are considered a trophy. 

We catch a few that top the 70- or 

80-pound mark each year, and we catch 

at least one close to 100 pounds.”

Crews either drop baits on a deep spot 

or slow-troll live baits by bumping the 

engines in and out of gear, Araya says. 

“We are usually trolling very slowly 

along the shoreline when targeting 

roosters, usually 2 knots or less,” he says. 

“We play a little bit with the tides so that 

you have a good chance of catching one.”

Also, according to everyone I’ve 

talked to, a live moonfish is the best bait 

for a big roosterfish. “A live lookdown 

or moonfish usually accounts for the 

biggest roosterfish,” Gilmour says. “We 

target them on medium-weight spinning 

tackle with 40- to 50-pound braid and 30- 

to 50-pound fl uorocarbon for our leader.”

CUBERA SNAPPER

Another member of the glamorous 

inshore slam species, the cubera snapper 

(or Pacifi c dog snapper) shares the same 

grouchy, hard-fi ghting disposition as 

the snook and roosterfi sh, but its bad 

attitude comes with a full set of sharp, 

nasty teeth. In fact, the dogtooth snapper 

gets its name from the four large canine 

teeth that protrude from its jaws. When 

coupled with a short, stout body and a 

broad, powerful tail, the cubera snapper 

puts up a formidable fi ght on any tackle.

Caught around those same big rocks 

and deeper areas inshore where you can 

catch big roosters, 

cubera snapper use 

that rugged bottom to 

their advantage when 

hooked. “With cubera 

snapper we get a lot 

of bites—but we lose a 

lot of fi sh to the rocks. 

We probably catch 

only 20 percent of 

the cubera we hook,” 

Araya says. “When we 

target the bigger fi sh 

on the rocks, we use 

heavy, braided line—at 

least 50-pound for 

these 30- to 50-pound 

snapper. Some get up 

to 60 pounds—there 

are some pretty good-size ones around 

here. You can use jigs, live baits or big 

chunks to catch them, but usually we just 

hit the spot and drop a big chunk bait. A 

live bonito or skipjack makes a good live 

bait for big cuberas.” 

A large cubera snapper can be several 

decades old, and like most bottomfi sh 

species anywhere, they can be susceptible 

to over-fi shing. Smaller cubera snapper 

are good to eat, and many wind up on the 

dinner table. In order to help preserve the 

catch rates around Quepos, Gilmour says 

that he “made a stand three years ago, 

where I ask all our guests to release 100 

percent of the cubera snapper we catch. 

When they get big, they are really old, and 

those older, bigger fi sh are diminishing. 

We need to continue to protect these 

exotic species, the species with an obvious 

tourist value, as best we can. We also 

release all of the broomtail and goliath 

grouper we catch for the same reason.”

Smaller cuberas also frequent the 

rivermouths during the dry season and 

are frequently caught by anglers targeting 

snook in the surf line with live baits. 

Gilmour says he also gets a lot of 

European clients who like to target 

snapper on jigs or by casting big topwater 

plugs around the rocks. “It’s very holistic 

fi shing, just like fl y-fi shing. You might not 

catch as many, but the ones you do mean a 

little bit more to some people.”

SNOOK

Most anglers outside Florida, south Texas 

or Central America aren’t familiar with 

snook. Once you catch one, however, you 

are some pretty good-size ones around 

here. You can use jigs, live baits or big 

chunks to catch them, but usually we just 

hit the spot and drop a big chunk bait. A P
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Toothy cubera snapper grow to incredible sizes in Costa Rica, and can be 

targeted with topwater lures and spinning gear.

Both the Pacifi c and common snook 

all-tackle world records came 

from Costa Rican waters, and both 

weighed close to 60 pounds.
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are usually hooked on snook for life. Also 

known as a linesider, or robalo in Spanish, 

a distinguishing feature of this fish is a 

dark line that runs along its lateral line 

from its head all the way to its tail. It’s  

a fast, strong-bodied predator used to 

living in the heavy currents of rivers and 

tidal areas, and will run and jump in a 

spectacular fashion when hooked. They 

reach weights upwards of 50-plus pounds 

and are truly one of the world’s great 

gamefish. The largest examples of both 

the common snook and the Pacific black 

snook were both taken in Costa Rica and 

weighed in at 53 pounds, 10 ounces and 

59 pounds, 8 ounces, respectively.

Capt. Ward Michaels, a Florida native 

and owner of Michael’s Hunting and 

Fishing Inc., was the lucky man who 

caught that IGFA All-Tackle World 

Record Pacific black snook just outside 

of Quepos. “I’ll never forget that trip. All 

of my regular rods were in Texas getting 

their yearly maintenance, so I borrowed 

a Shimano Calcutta 400 and St. Croix  

10- to 17-pound rod from a buddy of 

mine. Not a real heavy outfit. On my first 

drop, I caught a 48-pound snook. I would 

have bet all my money that that fish 

wasn’t a snook when it ate. It ran all the 

way up the beach, and then finally turned 

around before trying to head back up into 

the river. That fish wore me out. I’d had it. I 

was ready to sit back and watch the captain 

catch a couple while I had a cold beer. 

“After watching him not get a bite 

for 15 or 20 minutes, I decided to give 

it another go and fired down another 

sardine. Two minutes later, I got the bite. 

This fish did the same thing as the first. 

It streaked off down the beach, and then 

came back to the rivermouth and tried 

to break me off on the sandbar. I could 

just see it over the waves, flopping on 

the bar, trying to shake me off. That fish 

weighed 61.78 pounds when I caught it. 

But after laying in the panga all day, it 

weighed 59.8 pounds when we got back 

to shore. It’s still the all-tackle record,” 

Michaels says.

“There are five really good river-

mouths near Quepos,” Araya says, “so we 

have very good snook fishing here. There 

are a lot of world records caught from 

this area, with the best time running from 

December to April, when the sardines are 

here. We have snook all year-round—but 

when the sardines start gathering in the 

rivermouths, we get our best fishing for 

the big ones.”

Gilmour says he does best from the 

middle of the tide, down to low, and back 

up to middle again. “We fish just outside 

the breakers at the mouth of either the 

Parrita, Naranjo, Sazugre or Baru rivers. 

You can cast bucktail jigs with a jelly 

worm, or use lipped or sinking plugs,” he 

says. “We use live threadfin sardines for 

bait, almost exclusively—but if we can’t 

get a threadfin, we will use a live mullet.” 

Expect to catch at least one that’s 

10 pounds up to ginormous.

OFFSHORE 

Bluewater fishing put Cosa Rica on 

the sport-fishing map, and the fishing 

offshore for all your favorite pelagic 

species just keeps getting better and 

better. Araya thinks he knows why: 

“I came here to Quepos over 10 years 

ago, and the fishing was already good. 

But over the past four or five years, the 

fishing has been really good all year-

round. When we pushed the commercial 

tuna boats out past 40 miles, all of the 

fishing has been getting better and better, 

and the tuna are getting bigger.

“If we have really good fishermen on 

board, we like to target the big tunas 

on live bonitos. A nice skipjack is one 

of the best live baits for a big yellowfin 

tuna,” he says. “We also like to skip a 

rubber flying fish or a big squid. Big 

tunas to us are ones between 80 and 200 

pounds. We have caught them over 300 

pounds here, and Marcia Bennett caught 

a 400-pounder on a dead ballyhoo!”

With the possibility of catching a world record on every cast inshore, and experiencing incredible billfish numbers 

offshore, you simply can’t beat Costa Rica for variety and abundance.
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SOME NOTABLE COSTA 
RICAN IGFA RECORDS

SNOOK, COMMON  
ALL-TACKLE 

53 LB. 10 OZ. 

GILBERT PONZI   

10/18/78

 

SNOOK, PACIFIC BLACK 

ALL-TACKLE  

59 LB. 8 OZ.  

CAPT. WARD MICHAELS             

03/06/14

SNAPPER, PACIFIC CUBERA 

M-03 KG (6 LB.) 

26 LB. 12 OZ.   

GARY A. CARTER 

07/13/13

JACK, PACIFIC CREVALLE 

ALL-TACKLE 

39 LB. 

INGRID CALLAGHAN      

03/03/97

SNAPPER, PACIFIC CUBERA          
ALL-TACKLE 

78 LB. 12 OZ.       

STEVEN PAULL  

03/23/88

ROOSTERFISH
ALL-TACKLE

130 LB.

SJON A. HARLESS 

11/02/15

Araya loves tuna fishing, but he also 

likes to catch marlin and mahi as well: “My 

favorite time to catch marlin is March and 

April, with April probably being a little bit 

better. We usually have a lot of mahi with 

the marlin as well.” 

He fishes the switch-bait style for 

marlin and other pelagic species: pulling 

lures and hookless teasers, and pitching 

ballyhoo or small tunas to raised sails, 

marlin or dolphin. 

“All of our offshore trips range from 15 

to 40 miles, with most averaging about 

a 30-mile run,” he says. “And if we have 

families or inexperienced anglers on board, 

we’ll pass up those big tunas and let you 

catch a bunch of little ones.” Another great 

thing about all the billfish bites? Costa Rica 

is a great place to pull out the long wand 

and try to catch a billfish (or any of these 

species, inshore or offshore, for that matter) 

on a fly rod. 

“We do a lot of offshore fly-fishing, even 

for dolphin and tuna,” Gilmour says. “It can 

be a lot tougher inshore; you have to know 

what you are doing to try for the roosters or 

cubera on the fly. You need to book a lot of 

days—you’re probably not going to go out 

and get one on a half day. You need to book a 

whole week or more to target some of these 

inshore trophies on a fly.”

Whether you prefer to chase inshore 

exotics or offshore behemoths, Costa Rica 

is the place to go; but not only for the great 

fishing, which as we all know can be fickle in 

all the best fishing holes in the world. The 

one thing that never changes about Costa 

Rica is its wonderful people. 

“I think that the people down there 

have so much to do with making the trip 

worthwhile,” Michaels says. “The people 

are just so nice. They treat you like family. 

I feel as at home down there, hundreds of 

miles away, as I do right here in Orlando. 

And another huge home run is the really 

calm seas. It’s such a great place for people 

to get that taste of the bluewater experi-

ence when they haven’t fished much. Great 

conditions and a whole lot of fish—you just 

can’t beat it!”

Fishermen who prefer catching meat over billfish simply won’t believe the 

incredible numbers of huge mahimahi and yellowfin tuna that frequent these 

waters. Every trip offshore might just be your best ever.

Benn Gilmour

Jackpot Sport Fishing

Cell +506-8458-4997

jackpotsportfishing.com

Franklin Araya, Big Eye II 

+506-8379-1702

franklinaraya38@hotmail.com

Ward Michaels

Michaels Hunting and Fishing 

Inc.

407-851-1909
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AWARDS

VANMARK JEWELRY DESIGNERS
VANMARKJEWELRY.COM

Once again, competitors on the first-place team receive handcrafted, 
custom-made championship rings from Vanmark, proving you can’t beat 
quality craftsmanship and the special attention only an owner/operator 
can deliver. Similar to last year, the second-place team will receive custom 
gold pendants, while the third-place team will receive custom silver 
pendants recognizing their accomplishment. Mark Lloyd grew up in 
the jewelry business, learning the art of design in his hometown of Fort 
Lauderdale, Florida. Growing up so close to the Gulf Stream caused the 
ocean and its inhabitants to become a major theme in Lloyd’s designs, so 
in 1989, he combined his love for the sea and his jewelry-making skills to 
start Vanmark Jewelry Designers. Soon after, he introduced his popular 
Marine Collection, which continues to grow and inspire to this day, 
bringing art and jewelry together in a timeless ocean theme.

YETI
yeti.com

In 2006, brothers Roy and Ryan Seiders founded YETI Coolers with a simple 
mission: build the cooler they’d use every day if it existed — one made for 
the serious outdoor enthusiast rather than for mass-discount retailers, one that 
could take the abuse they knew they’d put it through out in the field and on the 
water, and one that simply would not break. They decided early on that product 
innovation would come from necessity and firsthand experience, not from market 
research and data analysis. And they’d never sacrifice quality for a few extra 
bucks because having your cooler’s lid cave in when you’re using it as a casting 
platform should never be part of anyone’s fishing trip. YETI proudly 
sponsors the Offshore World Championship.

GUY HARVEY
GUYHARVEYINC.COM

Guy Harvey is a unique blend of artist, angler, scientist, diver, conservationist 
and explorer. Using his background in marine biology and a lifetime spent on and 
under the water, Harvey creates wildlife artwork with unmatched authenticity. 
This artwork is reproduced on a wide variety of apparel, home goods and gift 
items available for purchase, with a percentage of the proceeds benefiting the 
marine conservation work of the Guy Harvey Ocean Foundation (GHOF). The 
foundation conducts scientific research and hosts educational programs aimed at 
conserving the marine environment, helping ensure that future generations can 
enjoy and benefit from a naturally balanced ocean ecosystem.



LIVE

TOLL FREE 1-800-364-7280   

INFO@2COSTARICAREALESTATE.COM

If fishing has to end...

it might as well end here

TOLL FREE 1-800-364-7280  |  INFO@2COSTARICAREALESTATE.COM
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AWARDS

GARMIN
GARMIN.COM/MARINE

Garmin is the world’s leading marine electronics 
manufacturer and was named the 2018 Manufacturer 
of the Year for the fourth consecutive year by the 
National Marine Electronics Association (NMEA) 
— an honor given to the most recognized marine 
electronics company for support of products in 
the field. Garmin’s portfolio includes some of the 
industry’s most sophisticated chart plotters, touch-
screen multifunction displays and sonar technology 
— including the award-winning GPSMAP 8600 series 
and Panoptix LiveScope ™— along with high-definition 
radar, autopilots, high-resolution mapping, sailing 
instrumentation, and other products and services 
known for innovation, reliability and ease of use.

COSTA SUNGLASSES
COSTADELMAR.COM

Costa started in 1983 when a group of fishermen couldn’t find a pair of sunglasses that would cut through the glare so they could see fish 
swimming under the water. Since that day, the Costa mission has never wavered: create the clearest sunglasses on the planet to tackle 
life’s greatest adventures. Serious fishermen require extraordinary eyewear, and Costa takes pride in servicing and satisfying the most 
demanding customers on the planet. Once you see a fish your chances of catching it increase dramatically, and Costa’s polarized lenses 
allow you to see fish better in less-than-ideal conditions -- enhancing colors and contrast. The members of the top three teams will 
receive a pair of Costas to continue their adventures.

DIEGO: 

Constructed to keep you on the water longer, Diego is the 

most feature-laden, highly engineered frame Costa has ever 

produced. The vented spring hinge system maximizes airflow 

and enhances fit, while the integrated top and side shields block 

light and the innovative sweat management channels ensure 

all-day comfort. This next evolution in eyewear is performance 

perfected—designed with capability in every detail. The large 

fitting frame comes in three colors, including Matte Black, 

Matte Midnight Blue and Matte Gray.

WATERWOMAN: 

The Waterwoman style is dedicated to the woman with an 

active, water-based lifestyle. A medium fit, the WaterWoman 

has beautifully angled temples and seamlessly integrated 

Hydrolite® accents. The adventurous design and performance 

features are elegant and strong, like the women who rock 

them. Available in four frame colors, including Matte Shadow 

Tortoise, Shiny Palm Tortoise, Shiny Wahoo and Shiny Blond 

Crystal, WaterWoman exudes elegance coupled with perfor-

mance for long days on the water.

WATERWOMAN II:

Waterwoman was Costa’s very first female-focused perfor-

mance frame, and now they have made a larger version. The 

seamless blend of style with elegant performance details mean 

these frames, and the women who rock them, are ready for 

anything the water has to offer. The frame comes in four colors, 

including Matte Black, Shiny Wahoo, Shiny Blond Crystal and 

Shiny Ocean Jade. 

BODO MUCHE STUDIO 
BODOSTUDIO.COM

Bodo Muche Studio, IGFA and the Offshore World 
Championship share a long history together.

Bodo Muche’s passion for nature and the arts led him to 
animal sculpture in bronze. Instructed by the Masters of 
the Berlin Museum of Natural History and inspired by the 
19th Century French School of sculptors “Les Animaliers”, 
his work accentuates the authentic natural form and vitality 
within the composition of the subject. 
Hand crafted by Bodo Muche Studio, the enduring Game 
Fish sculptures in bronze by Bodo Muche continue to inspire 
generations of Anglers.
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AWARDS

KING SAILFISH MOUNTS
KINGSAILFISHMOUNTS.COM

As one of the first taxidermy companies that advocated the release of fish and the use of photographs instead of a fish carcass to 
make realistic fiberglass mounts, King Sailfish Mounts ensured the release of many fish that otherwise might have been taken 
for a mount. This movement to release and mount continues to grow as anglers realize that the artists at King Sailfish Mounts 
can create incredibly realistic and much more durable mounts from photos alone. IGotOneOn.com — a mobile-access website 
by King Sailfish Mounts — gives anglers the opportunity to order a mount of their trophy fish “right there in the fighting chair.” 
With mobile access, pricing, delivery time and even images of how your mount will look are at your fingertips. King provides 
trophies for the top six high-point anglers; the top three high-point captains and mates; the top three tuna, wahoo and dorado; 
the winner of the roosterfish tourney; and the Hard Luck award.

AFTCO
AFTCO.COM

Family owned and operated, the American 
Fishing Tackle Company (AFTCO) represents 
unparalleled quality, performance and reliability 
when it counts most. Worn across the globe, 
AFTCO’s fishing clothing is designed to handle 
the harshest elements. AFTCO gear can keep you 
protected from the sun’s harmful UV rays and 
dry from inclement weather. AFTCO products 
are field tested from our Southern California 
offices where many of our core saltwater fishing 
tackle products are still proudly handcrafted and 
manufactured in our U.S.-based machine shop. 
All anglers in the OWC will receive a Saiko Pro 
fluorocarbon leader line package and the first-
place OWC team will receive a fillet knife set.

FLOR DE CANA RUM
FLORDECANA.COM

A big sport-fishing enthusiast, Flor de Cana has been the official 
rum partner for the past 17 years of 12 international sport-fishing 
tournaments in Central America with more than 2,000 participants. 
The brand is proud to be an official corporate partner of IGFA and 
support the organization in its commitment to the conservation of 
game fish, the promotion of responsible, ethical angling practices, 
and the recognition of outstanding accomplishments in this field. Flor 
de Cana has been recognized as the world’s best rum in prestigious 
international competitions in London, San Francisco and Chicago. All 
participating anglers receive complimentary award-winning Flor de 
Cana rum cocktails, with the top three teams, high-point anglers and 
top crews receiving select bottles.



PENNFISHING.COM © 2019 PENN is a registered trademark of Pure Fishing, Inc.

The 6th generation Spinfisher is now stronger and more water resistant than ever. With machined 

CNC gearing and an IPX5 water resistant rating, the newest Spinfisher is ready for anything.

THE STRONGEST SPINFISHER YET!!!
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T
he 20th anniversary of the Offshore World Championship once again provides a lifetime of memories 
for the participants, charter-boat crews and local community. The energy is palatable at the Parador 
kickoff party, on the Marina Pez Vela docks each morning as the teams board Costa Rica’s best game 

boats, at the gamefish weigh-ins, and the gala awards-banquet celebration. This unique event brings some 
of the world’s best anglers together to enjoy one another’s company and compete for the coveted title. More 
than 9,000 billfish have been caught and released in the seven years we have hosted the championship in the 
 fish-rich waters of Costa Rica. The photos in this year’s gallery capture some of the excitement and experiences 
that can be felt only during the Costa Rica Offshore World Championship. 
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Experience the 
AIRMAR Advantage

You already made a great fishfinder choice…now give it the AIRMAR Chirp advantage!  

Today’s winning captains are seeing more targets than ever before by choosing 

AIRMAR Chirp-ready transducers: superior resolution, more coverage under the boat, 

unmatched deep water tracking and amazing detail including thermoclines. 

Superior sonar performance comes from an AIRMAR Chirp transducer.  

Get an advantage on the water… the AIRMAR Chirp advantage.

, DEFINING CHIRP TECHNOLOGY

AIRMAR.COM



PHOTO GA LLERY

Offshore World 2020  |      52      |  International Edition





PHOTO GA LLERY

Offshore World 2020  |      54      |  International Edition



regulatormarine.com  |  252.482.3837  |  Edenton, NC  |  @regulatormarine

powered by

FISH
Factory-Installed Garmin® Electronics 

rigged and wired to perfection. Integrated 

Wraparound Windshields for more 

protection at the helm. Soft and supple 

eco-friendly upholstery for comfort at 

every turn. Big boat features now come 

standard on every model in our 2020 fleet. 

Build yours today at regulatormarine.com

FORREAL
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AFRICA

ANGOLA
Baba Marlin Open
iain@cemtec.net

KENYA
Malindi International Billfi sh 
Tournament
info@malindiseafi shingclub.com
malindifi shingclub.com

Malindi International Festival
info@malindiseafi shingclub.com
malindiseafi shingclub.com

Watamu Fishing Festival
captainandyskenya.com
malindiseafi shingclub.com

MAURITIUS
Mauritius Billfi sh Release International 
Tournament
pascal@jph.mu
mauritiusbillfi shtournament.com

South Indian Ocean Billfi sh 
Competition
lmaclub2@intnet.mu
siobc.com

MOZAMBIQUE
Deep Blue Bill Challenge
jean@deepblueadventures.co.za
deepblueadventures.co.za

SEYCHELLES
SSFC Big Game Classic
ssfcmail@gmail.com
ssfc.sc

PEDSAC Tuna Classic
admin@pedsac.co.za
pedsac.co.za 

ASIA

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES
Fujairah Offshore Fishing Tournament
director@fi mc.ae
foft.ae

MALAYSIA
Royal Pahang Billfi sh International 
Tournament
webtourism16@gmail.com
hpahangtourism.org.my

CARIBBEAN & BERMUDA

ANTIGUA
Annual Antigua & Barbuda Sports 
Fishing Tournament
aquasportsanu@gmail.com
antiguabarbudasportsfi shing.com

ARUBA
Presidential Aruba Caribbean Cup 
joan@preschallenge.com
preschallenge.com

BAHAMAS
Harbourside Marine Bahamas Rotary 
Tuna Classic
craig.pinder@southebysrealty.com
bahamasrotaryfi shing.com

Lyford Cay Offshore Tournament
bgoulandris@gmail.com

BARBADOS
Barbados International Fishing 
Tournament
ralphw@caribsurf.com
barbadosgamefi shing.com

Blue Waters Brian Manning 
Memorial Cup
barbadosgamefi shing@gmail.com

BERMUDA
Bermuda Big Game Classic
dan.jacobs@bonniercorp.com
bermudatriplecrown.com 

Bermuda Billfi sh Blast
dan.jacobs@bonniercorp.com
bermudatriplecrown.com

Bermuda Billfi sh Release Cup
dan.jacobs@bonniercorp.com
bermudatriplecrown.com

International Light Tackle Tournament
bermudaanglers@gmail.com
ilttbermuda.com

Sea Horse Anglers Club Billfi sh 
Tournament
ealbarndes@gmail.com
bermudatriplecrown.com

BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS
Scrub Island Invitational
ScrubIslandInvitational.com
dan.jacobs@bonniercorp.com

CAYMAN ISLANDS
Cayman Islands International Fishing 
Tournament
fi shing@candw.ky
fi shcayman.com

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC
Marina Casa de Campo Open
v.nunez@marinacasadecampo.com.do
marinacasadecampo.com.do

GRENADA
Budget Marine Spice Island Billfi sh 
Tournament
gyc@spiceisle.com
sibt.gd

QUALIFYING

TOURNAMENTS

COSTA OFFSHORE 

WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP
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GUADELOUPE
Fishing Festival Guadeloupe
fishingfestival.fr

ST. MAARTEN
SXM Wahoo Tournament
sxm.sportfishing.foundation@gmail.com
sxmsportfishing.com
 
JAMAICA
Montego Bay Yacht Club Fishing 
Tournament
robstewie@gmail.com
mobayyachtclub.com

Port Antonio International Marlin 
Tournament
rondq69@gmail.com

MARTINIQUE
International Martinique Billfish 
Tournament
boris.blanchard@bnparibas.com

ST. LUCIA
St. Lucia International Billfish 
Tournament
johnsonjb@candw.lc

PUERTO RICO
Torneo SER de Puerto Rico
cmartipadin@yahoo.com

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO
Tobago International Game Fishing 
Tournament
info@tigft.com
tigft.com

International Marlin Madness Game 
Fish Tournament
info@ttgfa.com
ttgfa.com

Trinidad Tarpon Thunder
info@ttgfa.com
ttgfa.com

TURKS AND CAICOS
Caicos Classic
ap@tciway.tc
caicosclassic.tc

CENTRAL AMERICA

COSTA RICA
National Sailfish & Marlin Tournament
Grace Mora
clubamateurpesca@racsa.co.cr

Marina Pez Vela Open
tournaments@ifishquepos.com
marinapezvela.com

Pescadora Billfish Championship
info@thepescadora.com
thepescadora.com

Presidential Flamingo Fishing Derby
joan@preschallenge.com
preschallenge.com

Quepos Billfish Cup
tournaments@ifishquepos.com
marinapezvela.com

GUATEMALA
Guatemala Offshore Brazilian 
Championship
fgarc1000@gmail.com

HONDURAS
Roatan International Fishing 
Tournament
d_mcnab@hotmail.com
roatanfishingtournament.com

EUROPE

CROATIA
Big Game Fishing Tournament Big Om
bigomisalj@gmail.com
big-om.com
 
Big Game Tournament Komiza
bgfc.hr
Croatia Cup Hvar Big Game

Marijana Skoro
pelegrini@inet.hr

Tunistra Offshore World Challenge
cerin@lawyer.hr
biggame4tuna.hr

Tuna Fever Rogoznica 
bgf.croatia@gmail.com
bgfc.hr

PORTUGAL
Tavira Offshore Classic 2019
taviraoffshoreclassic@gmail.com
taviraoffshoreclassic.pt

SPAIN
Torneo De Pesca De Altura De  
Puerto Calero
jfm03@telefonica.net
caleromarinas.com

SLOVENIA
National Tournament Big Game
bojan.cestar@gmail.com
 
NORTH AMERICA

CANADA
Halifax Nova Scotia International Tuna 
Tournament
htts@bluefintournament.ca
bluefintournament.ca
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CALIFORNIA
Annual Master Anglers Billfish 
Tournament
info@balboaanglingclub.org
balboaanglingclub.org

FLORIDA
Florida West Coast Bluewater Series
brian@taylorfulton.com
flwestcoastbluewaterseries.com

Galati Yachts Billfish Blast
brian@taylorfulton.com
flwestcoastbluewaterseries.com

IGFA Light Tackle Invitational
jvitek@igfa.org 
igfa.org/tournaments  

Northeast Florida Marlin Association 
Bluewater Tournament
clubnefma@gmail.com
nefma.com

Old Salt LOOP Billfish Tournament
info@oldsaltfishing.org
oldsaltfishing.org

GEORGIA
Savannah Sportfishing Club Blue 
Water Tournament
dhickey@keycontactinc.com
ssfc.org

LOUISIANA
Cajun Canyons Billfish Classic
sbthomas@aol.com
comefishla.com

New Orleans Invitational Billfish 
Tournament
jimmy@boatstuf.com
nobgfc.com

MASSACHUSETTS
Falmouth Offshore Grand Prix
strike34@aol.com
falmouthgrandprix.com
Oak Bluffs Bluewater Classic
strike34@aol.com
obbclassic.com

MEXICO
International Roosterfish Tournament
karen.emsi@gmail.com
roosterfishtournament.com

Los Cabos Billfish Tournament
dan.jacobs@bonniercorp.com
loscabostournaments.com

Hammer Down Fishing Tournament
twadeearl@gmail.com
sancarlosfishingtournaments.com

MISSISSIPPI
MGCBGFC Fall Tournament
jimmy.taylor.b9uu@statefarm.com
mgcbgfc.org

MGCBGFC Spring Tournament
jimmy.taylor.b9uu@statefarm.com
mgcbgfc.org

Mississippi Gulf Coast Billfish Classic
babyseal@bellsouth.net
mgcbc.com

NEW JERSEY
Beach Haven White Marlin Invitational
wmit@bhmtc.com
thewmit.com

OREGON
Oregon Tuna Classic
pointman40@hotmail.com
oregontunaclassic.org

WASHINGTON
Washington Tuna Classic
washingtontunaclassic@gmail.com
washingtontunaclassic.com

SOUTH AMERICA

BRAZIL
Igararece Billfish Open
marinaigararece.com.br
rodolfoergas@gmail.com
rodolfoergas@gmail.com  Torneio 

Royal Charlotte Torneio Royal 
Charlotte—Yacht Clube da Bahia
luis.pato@icb.com.br
yachtclubedabahia.com.br

Torneio Royal Charlotte—Yacht Clube 
da Bahia
luis.pato@icb.com.br
yachtclubedabahia.com.br

Torneio de Pesca Costeira
mariosergio@icrj.com.br
Icrj.com.br

Torneio de Pesca Open 25
mariosergio@icrj.com.br
pescaicrj.com
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Torneio de Peixes de Bico 
pesca@ices.com.br
ices.com.br

Torneio de Peixes de Bico ICES
brunohaje@gmail.com
pescaicrj.com

Torneio de Peixes de Oceano
mariosergio@icrj.com.br
pescaicrj.com

Torneio de Pescado YCB
xandeguedes0@hotmail.com
Icb.com.br

Torneio Marlin Azul de Cabo Frio
pesca@icrj.com.br
Icrj.com.br

Torneio Marlin Azul do Rio de Janeiro
mariosergio@icrj.com.br
pescaicrj.com

Torneio Open Com Iscas Artificiais
mariosergio@icrj.com.br
icrj.com.br

Torneio Yacht Clube da Bahia
luis.pato@icb.com.br
yachtclubedabahia.com.br

SOUTH PACIFIC

AMERICAN SAMOA
Steinlager I’A Lapo’A Game Fishing 
Tournament
poysky@blueskynet.as
ppgfa.com

AUSTRALIA
Bluewater Tackle World Marlin Cup
contact@pgfc.com.au 
pgfc.com.au
 

Cairns Bluewater Billfish Classic
secretary@cairnsbluewatergfc.com.au
cairnsbluewatergfc.com.au

Garmin Billfish Shootout
nigel@npsgfc.com.au
npsgfc.com

Garmin Blue Marlin Classic 2019
shari.newton@hotmail.com
gcgfc.com.au

Garmin Light Tackle Masters
shari.newton@hotmail.com
gcgfc.com.au

The Johnno Johnston Memorial 
Australian International Billfish 
Tournament
doug@green-group.net
gfaa.asn.au/australian-international-
billfish-tournament/

Shimano Western Australia Open
contact@pgfc.com.au
pgfc.com.au

Sunshine Coast Game Fishing Club 
Classic
club.scgfc@gmail.com
scgfc.com.au

FIJI
Fiji Classic Game Fishing Tournament
dgsfc@connect.com.fj
dgfcfiji.com

Flame Tree Fiji Classic 
dgsfcfiji.com.fj

NEW ZEALAND
Waihau Bay Nationals
secretary@nzsportfishing.org.nz
nzsportfishing.co.nz

Zane Grey International 
Billfish Tournament
Jeff Douglas
jeff@douglas.co.nz

PAPUA NEW GUINEA
GFA of PNG National Titles
r.odea@moore.com.pg
gfa.com.pg

TONGA
Tonga International Billfish 
Tournament
caryl.jones@hotmail.com

WORLDWIDE
World Cup Blue Marlin Championship
fly@bluemarlinworldcup.com
bluemarlinworldcup.com
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COS TA RIC A TOURISM

A
sk any angler what they know about Costa Rica and 

they’ll talk enthusiastically about marlin for days. But 

once you touch down and begin to experience its natural and 

cultural wonders, a different kind of feeling overtakes you. It’s 

called pura vida, and it’s the essence of Costa Rica that perme-

ates every element of this beautiful country. 

Nature is first and foremost in this Central American country. 

It’s home to 6.5% of the world’s known biodiversity and has 

become a global leader in sustainability so that locals can 

thrive and visitors can enjoy these treasures for generations to 

come. With sunshine all year round, this tropical destination is 

always welcoming and the doors are always open to a wealth 

of experiences. Find what inspires you, try something for the 

first time, and create enduring connections to this truly unique 

part of the world. 

INTO THE CLOUDS

Costa Rica’s breathtaking cloud forests are a world of their 

own. These cool retreats stand at high elevations, touching the 

clouds above. A model of sustainability, Monteverde Cloud 

Forest is the crown jewel that hangs over both the Caribbean 

and the Pacific coastlines of Costa Rica. From forest bathing to 

hiking, the opportunities to connect with nature are endless. 

Whether you’re a novice bird-watcher or an expert at the craft, 

Monteverde is home to more than 400 species. So follow a 

guide into the Curi-Cancha Reserve, home to colorful toucans, 

flitting hummingbirds and every bird-watcher’s prized find: 

the elusive resplendent quetzal.    

Equally astonishing is the Santa Elena Cloud Forest Reserve, 

a mist-shrouded landscape adjacent to Monteverde Cloud 

Forest. With eight miles of trails crossing through 765 acres 

of land, every forest hike reveals something anew. Snap close-

up photographs of dew-covered leaves and catch sight of shy 

reptiles hiding in the dense canopy. Brightly hued birds flutter 

in branches above and, as you take a deep breath of the cool 

air, a quiet sense of peace will fill your heart and soul.   

BEACH DAYS

It wouldn’t be a trip to Costa Rica without spending time splash-

ing in the turquoise waters and resting on white-sand beaches. 

With its perfect climate and sweeping mountain views, Guana-

caste has emerged as one of Costa Rica’s premier destinations. 

Watch surfers in action (or join them!) in Tamarindo, a Pacific 

gem with consistent waves that even beginners can tackle. In 

between fishing expeditions, you can plunge underwater on a 

snorkeling adventure to come face to face with colorful marine 

life or simply take a catamaran cruise at sunset to end a day on 

a perfect note. Nearby, Playa Hermosa overlooks the Gulf of 

Papagayo and boasts a quieter, laid-back vibe. Spend a day on 

the sand and jump into impossibly blue waters for swimming 

and snorkeling. 

Stretching along the Caribbean coast, the Limón province 

has a bounty of treasures for anglers and water enthusiasts. Be 

sure to carve out time in Tortuguero National Park, a critical spot 

YOUR ULTIMATE GUIDE TO 

COSTA RICA
WHETHER YOU’RE VISITING WITH YOUR CLOSEST FRIENDS OR 

BRINGING YOUR LOVED ONES ALONG, COSTA RICA WILL TRANSFORM 

YOUR VIEW OF NATURE AND HOW LIFE SHOULD BE. 



Rising majestically from the tropical rainforest of 
Manuel Antonio, Los Altos Beach Resort & Spa 
defi nes the term casual elegance. This beautiful 
resort is designed to appeal to those seeking a 
welcoming and unpretentious ambiance that 
balances style and comfort with breathtaking 
natural surroundings. We have spacious luxury 
accommodations, an attentive staff, an infi nity 
pool, a gourmet restaurant, and many recreational 
activities for your enjoyment. See our website for 
the full list of amenities. Come and relax with us. 

www.LosAltosResortCR.com
US 1-888-803-1332 or (506) 2777-8888

everywhere, anytime!
Luxury
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for endangered sea turtles. (Insider tip: Sea turtles are also 

prevalent on Nancite Beach in Santa Rosa National Park and in 

Ostional National Wildlife Refuge in Guanacaste.) It’s a thrill to 

watch these oversized leatherback, hawksbill and green turtles 

coming ashore to dig their nests or tiny hatchlings scampering 

from the sand to the sea. View more wildlife, like howler mon-

keys and three-toed sloths hanging from the trees, as you sail, 

kayak or canoe along Tortuguero’s waterways. 

WILD ABOUT WILDLIFE

Images of those slow-moving sloths are forever tied to Costa 

Rica, and spotting them in the wild is one of life’s most delight-

ful moments. In Manuel Antonio National Park, these crea-

tures cling to branches in abundance. Plenty of other wildlife 

hang out here, so keep your camera ready to snap photos of 

all four local species of monkeys: white-faced capuchin, red-

back squirrel, spider and howler. In a country known for its 

biodiversity, expect to spot brilliant butterflies flitting about 

the canopy. For a special excursion, set out on a nocturnal 

jungle walk in protected spaces like Manuel Antonio, Monte-

verde and Arenal to see wildlife that only come out at night, 

including bats, owls and colorful tree frogs. A day out on the 

coast reveals more awe-inspiring views as Costa Rica has one 

of the world’s longest whale watching seasons. Set out along 

the Southern Pacific Coast and the Osa Peninsula to spy dif-

ferent kinds of humpback whales nearly all year long, and 

an array of bottlenose and spotted dolphins leaping in the 

waters at almost any time.  

VOLCANIC WONDERS

If there’s one sight that’s synonymous with Costa Rica, it’s 

Arenal Volcano. Its perfectly symmetrical cone climbs straight 

into the sky, most recently built over decades of spewing ash 

and lava (it’s been at rest since 2010!). Stay in a luxury resort 

or intimate bungalow perched at the volcano’s base, and 

spend your days simply exploring all that this dynamic region 

has to offer. Hiking through the national park shows off the 

lush beauty of a diverse rainforest, and a zipline adventure 

takes you high over the canopy. The gleaming expanse of 

Lake Arenal, a manmade body of water, entices outdoor 

adventurers in search of kiteboarding, stand-up paddle-

boarding and sport fishing. Scores of other volcanoes can be 

found throughout the nation — including the active Rincón de 

la Vieja volcano in Guanacaste, Poás Volcano near San José, 

and the adjacent Irazú and Turrialba volcanoes. 

RIVERS OF ADVENTURE

With 14 major waterways flowing through Costa Rica, this 

is the time to navigate the rapids with whitewater rafting. 

Every level of rapids crisscrosses the landscape so you can 



OFFICIAL GROUND TRANSPORTATION PROVIDER FOR 

THE COSTA OFFSHORE WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 

Private Shuttle To Your Destination

Flat Rates Between Destinations

Fast And Reliable Service

No Additional Costs

No Waiting

Pacifico Travel Transportation Service 

Contact: Ricardo Castro

Email: Pacificotravel@yahoo.com  | Tel: +506-8860-8331 / +506-2777-2931 
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make your guided voyage as challenging or as leisurely as 

you’d like. Just outside of La Fortuna, the gateway to Arenal, 

Rio Balsa’s Class II and Class III rapids invite paddlers of all 

ages. Rushing through a rainforest, the Sarapiquí River offers 

extraordinary views as you course along the Class III and 

Class IV rapids. In the Central Valley, the town of Turrialba 

draws rafters from all over the globe who have set their sights 

on fast-moving rapids. 

CHASING WATERFALLS 

If water is the essence of life, Costa Rica is defined by its array 

of tumbling waterfalls. Throughout the country, these dramatic 

flows sluice down from the cloud forests, pour into verdant 

jungles and roar into shimmering pools. The only question is, 

which one will you visit first? For most, the answer is La For-

tuna Waterfall, a dramatic beauty that splashes more than 200 

feet into an emerald-hued pool. Hike or ride on horseback to 

capture frame-worthy photographs, spotting monkeys and 

vivid toucans along the way. Other gorgeous cascades include 

Llanos de Cortez near Liberia, and Rio Celeste — an incredibly 

bright blue waterfall inside Tenorio Volcano National Park. 

WORLDS OF WELLNESS

Perhaps the very best way to understand pura vida is to see 

just how Costa Rica can transform your mind, body and soul. 

Natural elements bring it all together, with luxury resorts 

taking it to the next level. Go on a guided forest walk or try 

yoga on the beach as part of a meditative retreat. Indulge in 

a body wrap or facial that integrates volcanic mud. Heated 

by the region’s volcanoes, hot springs are scattered through-

out Costa Rica — creating the perfect environment to connect 

with nature in the purest way. Plunge into natural springs at 

a luxury resort near Arenal or La Fortuna, and step into the 

waters of Rincón de la Vieja National Park in Guanacaste. Or, 

just keep it simple: A massage on the beach and a day hang-

ing out in a hammock is the perfect recipe for rejuvenation. 

ADRENALINE IN THE SKIES

Adventure is the key ingredient to a truly complete Costa 

Rican stay. Step lightly across hanging bridges in Arenal and 

Monteverde as your guide points out the flora and fauna 

surrounding you. A rush of wind and sheer adrenaline will 

overtake you as you soar up to 55 miles per hour along 

some of the highest ziplines in the region. The mountains 

of La Fortuna are a prime place for this high-flying activity, 

along with excursions to churning volcanic mud pools and 

hot springs. 

DISCOVERIES UNDERGROUND

Go from the mountaintops to under the earth. Outside of La 

Fortuna, the Cavernas de Venado wind deep underground, 

shaped by otherworldly limestone formations, stalactites 

and stalagmites. This experience isn’t for the faint-hearted: 

You may have to squeeze through narrow passageways, 

get drenched by flowing water and spot bats hanging over-

head. Spelunkers from far and wide converge in Barra Honda 

National Park, where an intricate network of limestone cav-

erns create a geological marvel. 

CULINARY PLEASURES 

Create connections with Tico culture as you learn how sim-

ple ingredients are transformed into mouthwatering dishes 

through generations-old recipes. Gallo pinto is a typical Costa 

Rican dish made from rice and beans, while other dishes 

highlight tropical fruits, fresh meat and seafood sourced from 

two bodies of water. You’ll feel even closer to the land on 

a day trip to the Central Valley to visit the bountiful coffee 

estates and sugar cane mills. Among the farms of Sarapiquí, 

you’ll find organic pineapples, chocolate made from locally 

produced cacao, and other agricultural delights. Bring home 

a lifetime of memories when you take a cooking class where 

you’ll learn to recreate these flavors yourself. From luxury 

eco-lodges to rustic home kitchens, these hands-on courses 

can teach you the intricacies of everything from corn tortillas 

to fried plantains and savory stews. 

  

There are a million ways to immerse yourself in pura vida, yet 

there is only one place to do it all: Costa Rica.
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Now available in 4000XG, 5000HG, 6000HG, 

18000HG, 20000PG, and 30000
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 Nelson’s Dockyard, Antigua  

May 28th – May 31st, 2020

www.antiguabarbudasportsfishing.com

Break the marlin record

The BEST Sports Fishing Tournament

 in the Caribbean

message us on Facebook!



Offshore World 2020  |      68      |  International Edition

Realtime-Navigator Web Server

RT-Nav Navigation App

www.RT-Nav.com

CATCH MORE FISH 

USING LESS FUEL!

TM

36th Annual

WORLD CUP

BLUE MARLIN

CHAMPIONSHIP

World
Cup

CHAMPIONSHIP

Fished Worldwide
on July 4, 2020

For Details Contact: Fly Navarro

Fly@bluemarlinworldcup.com

(954) 5619116

WITH SPECIAL THANKS
TO OUR SPONSOR
Black Bart Lures

blackbartlures.com

Blue Marlin Championship
www.bluemarlinworldcup.com

Minimum Size

500 Pounds

OFFSHORE WORLD

CHAMPIONSHIP

2020

20TH ANNIVERSARY

29 July Ð 2 August 2020



TA BLE OF CONTENT S

Offshore World 2019  |      6      |  International EditionOffshore World 2019  |      6      |  International Edition

L
earn the techniques experts use to 

catch billfi sh in some of the world’s top 

fi shing destinations! Marlin University’s 

all-inclusive packages combine 5-star 

accommodations, fi shing, and daily 

hands-on bluewater instruction by 

legendary professionals and Marlin

magazine editors to bring you the only 

big-game fi shing school that puts you 

where the fi sh are....on the water!

Marlin University is not just an ordinary 

fi shing experience, it’s the best fi shing trip 

you’ll ever take!

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 

Call Jennifer Dudas 407.533.0123 

or visit MarlinUniversity.com

THE ULTIMATE FISHING ADVENTURE

MARLIN UNIVERSITY 

CASA VIEJA LODGE, GUATEMALA
May 31- June 5, 2020

AUSTRALIA, GREAT BARRIER REEF
November 8 - 14, 2020
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