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       NEW TECH HULLS TRANSL ATE TO  
LIGHTER, FASTER, SMOOTHER-RIDING AND
     MORE-FUEL-EFFICIENT OFFSHORE BOATS.

”C E N T E R - C O N S O L E S  P 6 4

SHORE
64OFF
More anglers plan to buy center-console offshore fishers 
than from any other single category. See how they are most 
popularly equipped in the Offshore segment of our 2019 Sport 
Fishing & Salt Water Sportsman Fishing Boat Buyers Guide.

According to our survey, the second-most-likely purchase is 
a bay boat from 22 to 25 feet long. They are capable in the 

shallows and bays, and on nice days are safe to ride to 
nearshore reefs for bottomfishing and pelagics.

“

Evinrude can match any  boat’s 
color scheme with its futuristic 
modular cowling design. 







1000’S OF STARS

ARE BORN EVERY DAY

BUT ONLY ONE

CAN BE A YELLOWFIN...
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A l w a y s  i n  t h e  G a m e .

3 9  F i s h a ro u n d
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You shop and shop and shop for a boat 
— and maybe forget that picking power 
is at least as important a factor, if not 
more, to your enjoyment of your time 
afl oat.  

Ah, but Evinrude makes the selection 
simple.

Want more power for less fuel? Easy, 
trouble-free operation? Better hole 
shots and acceleration? The satisfaction 
that comes from treating the environ-
ment — and your favorite places within 
it — gentler?

Then the choice of outboard power is 
simple: Evinrude.

With Evinrude E-TEC and E-TEC G2 
engines, when you’re on the water, the 
only attention you need pay your out-
board is an occasional glance back, with 
a fl ash of pride and smirk of satisfaction. 

Then, back to the fun ahead. 

POWER TO THE PEOPLE!
Two-stroke outboard power has long 
been the favorite of those who wanted 
quick hole shots for their tournament 
boat, pop-up watersports enthusiasts, 

and generally anyone who wants to 
easily get their boat on plane. It’s just 
the nature of the beast: Firing on every 
engine revolution is more effi cient than 
doing it every other time.

And so, even when the outboard world 
seemed to be shifting to more-complex, 
heavier, and often, costlier four-stroke 
outboards, Evinrude instead focused 
on getting more from its proven two-
strokes — and the higher torque, lighter 

weight, and simpler operation that 
technology offered.

First it harnessed, and then improved, 
the power with E-TEC direct injection 
(DI) technology, feeding each cylinder 
the precise mix of fuel and air needed. 
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Boating Made Better with Evinrude

E-TEC G2 outboards have two-stroke power 
and greater fuel effi ciency than four-stroke 
competitors. And, E-TEC G2s are kinder to 
the environment, with lower emissions.

Source: Dyno testing at BRP’s Sturtevant, WI, engineering department
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That produced more power (using a 
higher share of the fuel to produce 
torque), reduced emissions (since more 
of the fuel is consumed) and better fuel 
economy (for both of the above reasons).

Then it upped its game with a second 
generation of engines built around that 
technology, beyond simply adapting it.

Here’s what it all means to you: more 
oomph, trouble-free boating, fewer 

 emissions, and lower fuel costs.
Oomph, you say? The E-TEC G2 series, 

for example, can achieve 30 percent 
more torque than any competitive four-
stroke motor. High output (H.O.) models 
produce as much as 40 percent more 
torque than some four-stroke competi-
tors at the same displacement. 

You’ll feel that with the industry’s 
 fastest hole shot, acceleration that 
stretches your smile, and with satisfying, 
instant throttle response. (And all while 
burning 87-octane fuel — which your 
wallet’s gonna love!)

LOVE OWNING IT,  LOVE 
DRIVING IT!

All that power makes Evinrude- powered 
boats fun to drive after they pop onto 
plane in a seeming heartbeat. To 
complement that, a suite of intelligent 
features, which come standard on E-TEC 
G2 engines, will also make your boat 
easy to drive.
    The first of these standard features is 
iSteer. The pump is housed within the en-
gine’s midsection, not in your way. Driv-
ing is effortless, while you enjoy clean 
rigging and more usable boat space.

Also standard on G2 models is iCon-
trol digital shift and throttle, which aban-
dons the clunk and grind of gears shifted 
the old way. Digital throttle control 
produces instant response and precise 
RPM adjustment. And the wiring convey-
ing those commands runs through a tube 
that can be installed from left or right, 
for more super-clean rigging.

Automatically trim the engine (and 
look like a seasoned salt dog!) while 
boosting boat performance and fuel 
 efficiency, with G2’s standard iTrim 
system.

Dock time? Don’t bite your nails. The 
iDock joystick piloting is available on 
new G2 dual-engine installations. It uses 

gyroscopic sensors to  automatically 
compensate for wind and current, 
sending steering instructions to the 
engines. Slide up to a slip or dock like 
a pro, and do it for one-third the cost of 
 competitors’ systems, with an MSRP  
of only $5,999.

The fun starts immediately with 
 Evinrude too; there’s no break-in period, 
nor is there crankcase oil to change. 
Scheduled maintenance is an  astounding 
five years or 500 hours for E-TEC G2 
models. Fewer hassles, fewer expenses.

Alas, for many the boating season 
ends with winter’s approach. Evinrude’s 
one-touch winter layup makes that as 
painless as possible. The engine block 
self-winterizes when you press a but-
ton to fog the cylinders with engine oil. 
Done in minutes! Unless you want to 
sneak back out for a late-fall bonus day, 
knowing it’ll be a snap — and maybe 
even satisfying fun — to rewinterize so 
effortlessly.

No matter the season, appearance 
counts, and Evinrude even makes 
customization easy. The company offers 
hundreds of standard engine color com-
binations, along with the option for true 
custom paint and even custom wraps.

THRIFTY FOR YOU, AND 
YOUR WORLD
Stewardship feels good too. An E-TEC 
G2 outboard produces less CO than 
any outboard on the market — less 
than  one-half the emissions of some 
 competitors at 150 hp, for example. 

In that same class, the E-TEC G2 
burns 15 percent less fuel than the 
 leading four-stroke, helping further trim 
your gas bill, as well as your carbon 
footprint.

Thrifty like a four-stroke. Peppy like a 
two. And all the while, kind to the air and 
waters we love. 

Evinrude offers optional iDock to dual-engine 
E-TEC G2 customers at the lowest price in 
the industry, making joystick docking even 
more accessible to all boaters.

Source: Dyno testing at BRP’s Sturtevant, WI, engineering department

FUEL EFFICIENCY 300 HP COMPARISON

Source: EPA Certification Database – Certification Values
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40’
INVINCIBLE CATAMARAN

MADE IN THE USA
PROVEN WORLDWIDE

THE FASTEST, DRIEST AND BEST RIDING OPEN FISHERMAN EVER BUILT

4700 NW132nd Street, Opa Locka, FL 33054 • PH: 305-685-2704 •InvincibleBoats.com





When the hunt is on, you need a boat that will rise to the 

challenge. Count on Boston Whaler to deliver powerful 

offshore performance, plenty of onboard space, and the 

serious fishing features you need  —

RUN AFTER RUN, CATCH AFTER CATCH.

WWW2.BOSTONWHALER.COM/FORTHECATCH

MADE FOR
THE CATCH
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Among hunters, there’s a code: You 
never criticize another man’s bird dog. 
The rule is unwritten among fi sher-
men but followed the same for boats. 
So we asked you, more than 3,564  of 
you, to criticize and compliment your 
own boat. I should say boats, plural, 
because 26 percent of you have more 
than one. And you keep them and never 
let them go — 34 percent of you have 
owned your boat for 10 years or longer. 
Saltwater fi shing is a powerful motiva-
tor for buying them, and we weren’t 
surprised to fi nd that 73 percent fi shed 
inshore and 63 percent went offshore. 
Yet, the center-console offshore boat 
was the most frequently sought among 
plan-to-buy boaters — 53 percent of 
you want one.

You have strong opinions about your 
boats’ attributes, and lamentations on 
what needs improvement. This guide 
focuses a laser beam on those pluses 
and minuses to help you and your peers 
buy a better boat. It’s just in time too, 
because 53 percent of you are in the 
market this year.

THEY’RE BAAAAAACK!
The futuristic Evinrude E-TEC G2 is 
back as a sponsor to our buyers guide 
— its fourth year. Evinrude’s engineers 
have developed a motor so simple to 
own, simple to buy and for the manu-
facturer or repower dealer, so simple to 
install, they are quickly gaining ground 
in the marketplace. You can read more 
about this powerful, fuel-effi cient and 
operator-friendly technology through-
out this guide. Welcome back, Evinrude, 
and many happy returns!

Just for giving us your best advice on how to 

buy a boat, you were entered to win a fabulous 

fi shing trip at Tropic Star Lodge in Piñas Bay, 

Panama (tropicstar.com). You’ll be hosted for 

four nights’ lodging (airfare, transfers, meals, 

alcohol and gratuities excluded) in luxury, and 

treated to three days of the best pelagic fi shing 

in the world. Second place gets a Patriot cooler, 

and third prize is a Patriot tumbler. It’s all great 

payback just to talk shop about boats.

WINNING BOAT-BUYING ADVICE
FIRST PRIZE
Know where you plan to fi sh with the boat 

(inshore/offshore/fl ats). Know what type of fi sh 

you would want to fi sh for (see where above). 

Be sure you have a plan for maintenance, travel 

and storage. You must have a vehicle capable 

of trailering the size boat you want, so take that 

into account when you purchase.

SECOND PLACE
Figure the size boat you will need by considering 

the following:

• What the boat will be used for (type of 

 fi shing)

• Average number of people on board

• How much equipment you’ll take (fi shing 

 equipment, ice chest, miscellaneous items)

• Length of time on the water

When you fi gure this out, you will know the 

 minimum-size boat needed, then go up one 

to two boat sizes larger. The extra space will 

 defi nitely be worth the extra money you spend.

THIRD PLACE
Really consider the type of fi shing you most like to 

do and the amenities you would need before pur-

chasing a vessel — also the distances you would 

need to travel to pursue the type of game and that 

the boat meets the requirements to do so.

J
O

N
 W

H
I

T
T

L
E

 (
T

O
P

);
 C

O
U

R
T

E
S

Y
 E

V
I

N
R

U
D

E
 (

L
E

F
T

)

Your 
Boat Is ... ON THE WAY TO TROPIC STAR

POWERED

By Randy Vance
Editor-at-Large, 

Marine and Fishing

randy.vance@bonniercorp.com



THE OFFSHORE LIFE

IN ANY WATERS

regulatormarine.com  |  252.482.3837  |  Edenton, North Carolina

Build your off shore ride from 23 to 41 feet
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NO REGRETS

Boat Owners Confi dential
SURVEY REVEALS WHAT BOATING ANGLERS REALLY THINK ABOUT THEIR VESSELS  BY CHRIS WOODWARD

“Best layout 
for fi shing. 
Rod holders 
where you 
need them. 
Wide beam 
for plenty of 
room. Single-
level deck 
— nothing to 
trip on when 
fi ghting the 
trophy fi sh.”
—Onslow 
Bay owner

“Bilge pump 
keeps me alive!”

THIS GUY HAS 
A TRUE HYBRID: 
“THE VERSATILITY. 
IT’S A DUAL-CON-
SOLE, BUT IT HAS 
A HUGE FISHING 
DECK AND A  COBIA 
TOWER ADDED 
ON. PERFECT FOR 
FAMILY DAYS OR 
OFFSHORE ADVEN-
TURES.” —GRADY-
WHITE OWNER

“Hardtop with   
crow’s-nest, freshwater 

washdown, and my 
badass E-TEC Brutus — 

nothing better.”
(Did this guy name his engine?) 

We’re thinking that the 
skiff owner who said this 
— “carefree” — just might 
not be into things such as 
maintenance or washing.

“I enjoy the ability to have an express fi sherman for trolling off the Carolinas. 
My smaller Grady is also a great offshore bottomfi shing machine, and on 
good days, trolling 60 miles out is not out of the question. My Xpress johnboat 
lets me inshore-fi sh for fl ounder, trout and redfi sh, as well as freshwater-
fi sh and duck-hunt.” (Does this guy have it all covered or what? But then 
there’s the guy who wrote us six paragraphs about his 31-footer.)

“Family- and entertainment-
friendly features such as seating, 

electronic entertainment (i.e., sound 
system), lots of storage, and versatile 

multispecies layout.”
FAVORITE
FEATURES
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Wow, we’re impressed! This person made a 
radio and speakers: “No radio or speakers 

when I purchased the boat. I had to 
fabricate and install them myself. Wish I 

had a hardtop instead of a Bimini.”

“Ease of working 
in the console. You 
need hands like a 
3-year-old to get in 
there. Could use a 
bigger engine too.”

“HEAD FACILITY IS TOO SMALL. SCARES AWAY WOMEN.”

BIGGEST
DISAPPOINT-
MENTS

“It isn’t bulletproof. We run it in 
some difficult conditions and always 

break a little something, but it’s a 
heck of a value for the price!”(DÕoh!)

“THE RIDE IS KINDA LIKE 
DRIVING A CAR WITH PIVOT 
STEERING. IT SEEMS NOT AS 
STABLE AS BOATS I’VE OWNED IN 
THE PAST — MEANING IT’S HARD 
TO GET IT RIDING LEVEL. TRIM 
TABS HELP.” 

“Boats are all a 
compromise. Towing 

restrictions here limit 
the width, so it can be 
a little tender in a big 

following sea.”

“I’d like the rigging to be 
a little more organized 

and cleaner looking. 
But no one really can 
see it or know about 

it other than me. I’ve 
done what I can to 

clean it up.”

“The size is small, and it takes on 
water in heavy seas by design.”  

(It floods by design?)

“I wish the windshield was 
either a little taller or a 
little shorter. The top is 
right in my line of sight.” 

“Lack of storage space. We fishermen love 
our tackle and equipment.”

One angler with four boats listed one 
disappointment for each vessel:

“1. Use of plastic fittings below the waterline. 
The U.S. Coast Guard should mandate use  

of quality stainless-steel fittings at or below  
the waterline. 2. Head is always too small.  

3. A transom/swim platform to the end of the 
boat on outboard boats is 3 to 4 feet of wasted 

space. 4. Reaching the bow eye down from  
the deck is a headache.”
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“Cheapest 
is never the 
way to go 

with a boat.”

“Buy the best 
quality construction. 

Pay attention 
to nonfishing 
ergonomics.” 

“PADDED COAMING 
COMPLETELY AROUND THE 
COCKPIT. EQUIP THE BOAT 
WITH HIGHEST HORSEPOWER 
RATING FOR THAT BOAT.”

“BE SURE YOU CAN 
LIVE WITH ANY 
COMPROMISES 

YOU MAKE WHEN 
SELECTING A BOAT.”

“Always overestimate the boat that you will need for the size crew 
you will fish with. Look for a boat with plenty of insulated fish 

boxes or insulated storage to keep the cockpit/deck clear of tripping 
hazards while fighting or trying to land fish.” 

LESSONS
LEARNED

“Spend the time and research to 
find a boat that realistically fits your 
needs. And don’t skimp on features 
from the start. Go ahead, spend the 
money and make sure you are happy 
from the start.”

“Spend a little 
more time on 
the details; 
however, I 
ordered my 
newest boat 
and was just 
too happy to 
get it and 
rushed out of 
the dealer  
with it.”

“Quality build from the best in 
the business. Do not put your 
money out unless the boat has 

exactly what you want.”

“READ PAST CUS-
TOMER REVIEWS 
OF BOATS. MAKE A 
LIST OF THE ITEMS 
YOU DON’T LIKE 
WITH YOUR PRES-
ENT BOAT AND 
BRING THEM WITH 
YOU FOR COMPARI-
SON WHEN SHOP-
PING FOR YOUR 
NEXT BOAT.”

“It has taught me that in my next boat, I need 
to look at how easy it is to maintain critical 
systems on the boat, their location, and how 

likely I would be able to perform simple 
maintenance if it were more accessible.”



Grady-White boats are factory rigged 
with reliable Yamaha outboard power.

Canyon 336
33' center console
w/twin 425 HP Yamahas

Grady-White boats are factory rigged 
with reliable Yamaha outboard power.

Uniquely Grady-White.

gradywhite.com

The                           edge.
 s s
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SHIP SHAPE

I n total, just under 5,000 thefts of all 

types of watercraft were reported in 

2016 and again in 2017, according to Na-

tional Insurance Crime Bureau statistics. 

While many of these were, understand-

ably, personal watercraft, many larger 

outboard boats were heisted as well.

Many stolen boats are simply stripped 

of everything valuable and the hull 

discarded in a secluded area or burned to 

make a trace diffi  cult. 

Outboard power is another target for 

those of the crooked persuasion, with 

thefts on the upswing, particularly in the 

Southeast. Boats in dry storage or on trail-

ers make the easiest targets, and transoms 

holding multiple outboards promise a 

larger, more tempting payoff . Unlike boat 

hulls, outboards aren’t registered with 

some states’ motor-vehicle departments, 

making them diffi  cult — if not impossible 

— to track.

While keeping your boat docked or 

parked (if on a trailer) at a safe, well-lit 

location is a major theft deterrent, you 

should still consider additional ways to 

protect it from thieves and burglars.

FIRST LINE OF DEFENSE 
Keeping your trailered boat at home, if 

possible, is a best bet. However, those who 

opt or need to keep their boat in the water 

should be sure to install a kill switch in 

a hidden location. It won’t stop anyone 

from rummaging through your boat and 

 removing valuable contents, parts and 

accessories, but it’s an eff ective way to 

 prevent thieves from just cranking up 

your boat and driving away. 

SECURITY 
AND  SURVEILLANCE
Advances in marine electronics and 

wireless communications have vastly 

improved and augmented the security 

measures boat owners now have at their 

disposal to ward off  criminals. Today, 

marine-security systems from companies 

such as Nautic-On and Siren Marine go 

far beyond incorporating an alarm and 

fl ashing lights to prompt intruders to 

fl ee. Some detect when the boat is moved 

and even track its location via GPS and 

cellular and/or satellite, giving you alerts 

and keeping you posted via mobile apps 

on your smart device or computer. Some 

sense when someone starts the boat’s 

engines or enters the salon or cabin.

SENSORS AND DETECTORS
A number of marine-security systems 

 interface with a variety of sensors to mon-

itor your boat. The GOST NT- Evolution 

2.0 SM package from Global Ocean 

 Security Technologies (gostglobal.com), 

with a price tag of about $5,000, interfaces 

with up to 64 wireless sensors. Along with 

a siren, high-intensity strobe, and pair of 

remote-key fobs for arming and disarm-

ing, it includes infrared motion sensors, a 

high-water sensor, a door or hatch sensor, 

Security 
Solutions

Use heavy chain and a padlock to secure 

trailer wheels to thwart would-be thieves 

and send them looking for easier targets.
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By Doug Olander 
and Alex Suescun
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and a pull sensor that detects if the boat 

pushes away from the dock. The system 

also detects if someone disconnects the 

boat batteries, if the battery voltage gets 

low, or if the boat starts to take on water. 

You can even link an optional smoke 

detector for added peace of mind.

GEO-FENCING
A software program known as geo-fencing, 

available in some systems’ location ser-

vices, enables you to set up a safe zone or 

perimeter. If your boat leaves its perim-

eter, an alarm goes off, and you’re alerted 

immediately via your mobile device. 

SPOT Trace ($100 plus a $100  annual 

service fee) is an economical GPS tracking 

option. Smaller than most cellphones, 

it’s easy to conceal in your boat, and has 

a lithium-ion-battery-powered GPS 

receiver and satellite communicator that 

can pinpoint your boat’s location within 

25 feet, then notify you by text or email 

every five, 10, 30 and 60 minutes so you 

can track every move using Google Maps.

For an extra $199 a year, you can 

 upgrade to Extreme Tracking service, 

which shortens the interval of the updates 

to just two and a half minutes. 

VIDEO MONITORING
Offsite streaming video is becoming an 

integral component of marine-security 

systems. Some systems let you use your 

cell or tablet as a monitor. GOST offers a 

great alternative, with its waterproof and 

impact-resistant Watch HD H2O surveil-

lance system, part of the Evolution 2.0 SM 

package. With the free GOST Watch HD 

app, it connects to as many as six cameras 

to deliver video right to your wrist in 

real time.    

The GOST Watch HD app also 

 allows you to access and monitor the 

 cameras from any iPhone or Android 

 mobile  device.

TRAILER SAFEGUARDS
The vast majority of boats stolen (73 

percent) are on trailers. If you plan to keep 

yours on a trailer, take a few precautions 

to avoid becoming another statistic.  

For starters, don’t store your boat and 

trailer in a storage yard near a highway or 

heavily transited artery, where it’s likely 

to catch the eyes of crooks passing by. 

 Keeping your rig in your yard, behind a 

locked fence and away from the street is 

considerably safer.

If possible, store your trailered boat 

backed up to a concrete building or solid 

block wall, giving bagmen little room to 

maneuver around the transom. (Thieves, 

on the other hand, can quickly cut 

through chain-link or wood fences on the 

 property line.) 

Trimax, Master Lock, Steal Shield, 

Reese, Fulton and other brands offer 

specialty locks ($10 to $40) for trailers. 

Designs and prices vary greatly, but most 

impede the hitch-to-coupler connection 

to keep thieves from simply hitching your 

trailer to their vehicle and driving away. 

Opt for a heavy-duty trailer lock; it 

will be more rugged and difficult to cut 

or hacksaw off. And unless you store 

your trailer away from salt air and under 

covered parking, it’s smart to pay a little 

more for a lock made of rustproof and 

 longer-lasting stainless steel. 

Keep in mind that most trailers have a 

bolt-on coupler that serious thieves can 

easily remove and replace with one of 

their own, bypassing the lock. So if your 

boat and trailer remain unattended for 

long periods, also consider rendering the 

trailer immobile by binding the wheels or 

anchoring the trailer frame to a substan-

tial immovable object — such as a tree or 

light pole — with a large-diameter (5⁄8- to 
7⁄8-inch), industrial high-strength (grade 

70 through 100) welded chain and a cut- 

and drill-resistant shrouded padlock, such 

as those made by Master Lock and Sobo. 

OTHER LOCKABLE OPTIONS
Marine electronics, trolling motors and 

fishing tackle are easy pickings for crooks 

targeting fishing boats. Locked compart-

ments can deter pilferage during pit stops 

at marinas or lunch breaks at waterfront 

restaurants or overnight stays at a hotel 

while trailering long distances. When a 

boat is left unattended for lengthy periods, 

locked storage offers little resistance to a 

determined thief with a crowbar. It’s best 

not to leave any removable  electronics, 

handheld VHF radios, binoculars, 

rods or other loose valuables on board 

 between trips. 

A number of specialty locks are 

 available to protect those boat parts and 

accessories vulnerable to larceny. For 

DON’T ANNOUNCE  

THAT VACATION

Avoid posting on social media that you’re 

on vacation with the family (or for any 

reason away from home). That can tip off 

 opportunistic boat thieves to an easy target.

Boat owners can choose from many elec-

tronic security options to help keep thieves 

from carrying off expensive accessories.

SHIP SHAPE
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 example, DuraSafe makes locks that 

can be removed only with a special key 

to  prevent removal of a trolling motor 

from the boat, and guard your VHF, chart 

plotter, fi sh fi nder and other marine-

electronics units by securing them to their 

respective mounting brackets. 

RAM Mounts o� ers additional alterna-

tives, incorporating its trademarked 

Pin-Lock security knob and key to replace 

original knobs on your electronics units 

with some of its universal gimbal brackets.  

Since outboards are plucked from 

trailered boats, secure yours with special 

transom bolts or clamping screw locks. 

For under $30, McGard o� ers corrosion-

resistant locks that replace one of the 

mounting nuts on both outboards and 

outdrives. You need a special keyed tool 

to remove it, or the lock nut just spins. 

McGard incorporates the same design in a 

propeller lock and trailer-wheel locks that 

replace lug nuts on trailer wheels. Secure-

Prop and BSafe secure your boat prop by 

covering the nut to prevent tampering. 

Believe it or not, the fuel in a boat’s tank 

isn’t necessarily safe these days. Crooks 

are known to siphon it into portable tanks 

and haul it away. To keep thieves from 

leaving your tank dry, VETUS o� ers a 

simple device called Fuel Safe, which sells 

SHIP SHAPE

From left: Gost NT-Evolution 2.0 ( security, 

monitoring, satellite tracking), Master Lock 

Universal Trailer Coupler Lock, DuraSafe 

Transom Mount Trolling Motor Lock
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for less than $40 and prevents a siphon 

hose from being inserted in the deck filler 

and down into the tank. A locking fuel 

cap such as those made by Perko, SeaDog, 

Foresti & Suardi, Tank Lock and others is 

perhaps an easier answer. Opt for stainless 

steel over chrome-plated zinc or plastic.

ANTI-THEFT MICRODOTS
Virtually invisible DNA microdots, the 

latest anti-theft weapon, can be painted 

on boat hulls, outboard motors, out-

drives, marine electronics, fishing tackle 

and more. The size of a grain of sand, 

each is etched with a unique identifica-

tion code that you register in the Law 

 Enforcement National Recovery Database 

to increase the recovery odds of lost or 

stolen  property. 

Antitheftdots.com is the only company 

currently marketing this technology. Its 

Anti-Theft Dots Home/Business  MicroKit 

($32.95) provides users the simple tools to 

mark and register up to 50 different items, 

and a DNA Stealth Spray ($325) that can 

mark more than 500 items. 

The DNA MicroKits include several 

warning decals to place on the windshield, 

console or other conspicuous locations 

around the boat to serve as a deterrent 

to criminals.

LIGHTS OUT
Trailer-boat owners can take a couple of 

other measures to prevent theft. Whenev-

er boat and trailer will be out of action for 

a while, remove one of the trailer wheels 

to make the rig more difficult to haul away. 

You can also build a removable contrap-

tion that holds the trailer lights and the 

trailer’s license plate, and is temporarily 

attached to the back of the boat or trailer 

with bungee cord, zip ties or Velcro straps 

only during actual trailering.

A high percentage of stolen boats 

 disappear under the cover of darkness, 

when towing a boat without lights or 

proper tag might well attract the atten-

tion of law enforcement, so many thieves 

wouldn’t take the risk. 

COVER ALL BASES
A boat cover does more than provide 

protection from the elements; it also 

serves as a theft deterrent. A tight-fitting 

canvas cover hides the boat’s interior and 

any flashy graphics that could get the boat 

noticed by prying eyes from the wrong 

element. Most thieves, who look for easy 

pickings, wouldn’t want to bother with 

unfastening a cover, a process that’s time-

consuming and likely to attract attention. 

A marine-canvas shop near you can 

custom-make a cover to fit your boat 

with the hardtop, tower, poling  platform 

or whatever accessories you’ve had 

installed. But a number of brands offer 

 more- affordable off-the-shelf choices, 

constructed with marine-grade syn-

thetic fabrics that are water-repellent, 

 mildew- and  UV-resistant, and colorfast. 

A BOAT’S BEST FRIEND

Those who keep expensive boats at home 

benefit from security devices such as motion 

lights and security cameras. However, one of 

the most effective deterrents of all is man’s 

best friend. That doesn’t necessarily mean 

a Doberman or Rottweiler; any alert dog 

with a loud bark can do the job. (And letting 

would-be thieves know of your canine in 

advance with a prominent “Beware of Dog” 

sign doesn’t hurt a bit.)

A Maverick Boat Company brand.

PATHFINDER the boat that wrote the 

book on Bay Boats, has taken the idea to a 

whole other level. Faster, drier, shallower, 

roomier and more effi cient … the new 

Pathfi nders will simply take your breath away. 

Visit www.pathfi nderboats.com to see the 

new Pathfi nders today and fi nd the dealer 

nearest you.

OUT THERE IN A CLASS OF THEIR OWN. 
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Ethanol in fuel has been proved to be 
destructive to marine engines, Gunn 
says. “Most outboards made since 2000 
can handle E10, or 10 percent ethanol, 
but not E15. And there are difficult 
 challenges even with E10.”

The flame temperature is actually 
a little cooler in ethanol than in gaso-
line, and ethanol will cool the incoming 
charge of air more than gasoline; howev-
er, lean fuel-air mixtures burn much hot-
ter than rich ones, and running an engine 
designed for gasoline on ethanol mix-
tures causes the engine to run very lean, 
and thus, hotter. This is because ethanol 
requires less air to burn than gasoline, 
so increasing the ethanol content in fuel 
will cause the engine to run still leaner 
and hotter. Gunn is referring in part to 
the lower energy in E10 and the added 
heat generated in the engines, which can 
cause excessive wear and even failure. 

And then there’s the problem of phase 
separation. Ethanol is hydroscopic — it 
literally pulls moisture out of the air. If 
enough water is added to the fuel, water 
and ethanol will separate from the fuel 
and then settle to the bottom of the tank 
in an unburnable layer. 

TROUBLED WATERS

Water also doesn’t vaporize like 
 gasoline, and liquids don’t compress 
like vapors. If your engine pulls enough 
of that unburnable liquid into the 
 combustion chamber while it’s running, 
it can damage the piston rings on the 
 compression stroke, or even break a 
rod or bend a crankshaft. Catastrophic 
failure like that can cost thousands of 
dollars to repair, usually requiring a new 
engine block or outboard power head.

The separation issue can also be 
a problem when your boat is not in 

service. The problems with ethanol in 
fuel are common through all applica-
tions, but the effects are magnified for 
boaters because they don’t use their 
boats on a daily basis, the way auto-
mobiles and trucks are generally used. 
The longer the fuel sits in the tank, the 
greater the opportunity for water to ac-
cumulate, and separation can occur as 
described above. Gasoline with ethanol 
is more corrosive than gasoline alone, 
but should the water/ethanol separate 
in the tank, corrosion goes way up. Even 
if you can get the separated water and 
alcohol out, what’s left of the gasoline is 
degraded too. 

The National Marine Manufacturers 
Association represents marine boat, 
engine and accessory manufacturers 
nationwide, and worked to get the EPA 
to hold the line on ethanol levels in fuel, 
but when that failed, they began work 

LUCAS OIL MARINE FUEL TREATMENT FIGHTS 

ETHANOL’S FAILURES

The federal government has approved the expansion of ethanol use in gasoline products, and if you’re a 

boater, that should worry you. A lot. It worries Lucas Oil’s Richard Gunn, in charge of marine products, 

too, and they’ve been working on a new marine fuel treatment to combat ethanol’s ill effects.
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on education and labeling programs 
to warn fuel customers against  using 
E15 in marine engines. Currently, 
 warnings at point of purchase are 
nearly  unnoticeable, leaving the marine 
consumer in the dark. 

Lucas Oil sides with the NMMA, but 
they’ve also been working on their new 
marine fuel treatment designed spe-
cifi cally for marine engines to address 
boaters’ concerns about fuel, especially 
gasoline containing ethanol. If it’s used 
habitually, it can even help protect an 
engine accidentally fueled with E15.

There’s an emulsifi er in Lucas marine 
fuel treatment, and it’s molecular 
construction has a hydrophilic end and 
a hydrophobic end. One end bonds with 
water and one bonds with oil, combining 
the properties in one molecule. Then, 
gas, alcohol and water condensed is 
dispersed throughout the fuel in the 
tank, discouraging phase separation 
so the mixture can pass through the 
fuel system in harmless amounts and 
combust. 

SMOOTHER SAILING

But combating the fi ckle instabilities of 
ethanol fuel is only one reason to use 
marine fuel treatment. Lucas boasts 
that its fuel treatment can enhance 
engine performance too. First, it con-
tains lubricants for the upper cylinder 
that can keep rings moving freely. The 
lubricants are also effective in keeping 
fuel injectors and carburetors clean and 
lubricated for a longer life. Fuel deter-
gents in the fuel treatment help remove 
soot and carbon deposits on valves, 

and they keep the fuel system clear of 
varnish deposits. It is solvent-free too, 
ensuring that fuel and oil mixtures in 
two-stroke engines work as expected.

While the fuel treatment does all 
that, it enhances combustibility of the 
fuel and reduces the need for higher-
octane fuels. A marine engine whose 
“appetite” for higher-octane fuel has 
grown because of carbon deposits can 
go back to using the octane-rated fuel 
the OEM recommends. At a savings of 
up to 50 cents a gallon, the treatment 
can pay for itself in that manner alone. 

Fuel treatments and lubricants can 
appear to be a slick business — there is 
no way for consumers to verify claims 
except to use the product, and even 
then, the best indicator is “nothing goes 
wrong.” But Lucas Oil has been in the 
fuel and lubricant business for 30 years, 
and in addition to employing skilled 
chemists, Lucas uses the extreme 
world of racing to verify its products’ 
effi cacy.

“Racing accelerates wear curves on 
metals and puts equipment to incred-
ible stresses, never actually experi-
enced in most consumer applications,” 
says Tom Bogner, Lucas Oil’s director of 
motorsports. ”We’ve seen fi rsthand the 
difference in engine wear both with and 
without our products. In the stresses 
of racing, it’s common for engines to 
fail, and we see year in and year out our 
racers getting better performance and 
longer running life from their racing 
equipment.”

Lucas Oil’s experience in racing has 
been a winner for boaters.

1. RED ‘N’ TACKY 

SPRAY GREASE
Ideal for the marine enthusiast, Red ‘n’ 

Tacky is accurately applied via a spray can 

and nozzle, and adheres to the surfaces 

treated, even in repeated dunking. That 

makes it ideal for Power Poles shallow-

water anchors, trailer rollers and winch 

stands. $10.99

LUCAS MARINE PRODUCTS ARE ABUSED IN RACING PROVEN AT SEA

Marine fuel treatment is an essential fuel additive for boaters. It works to combat the 

 problems caused by ethanol, and lubricates upper cylinders and cleans and lubricates fuel 

 injectors. Lucas Oil marine lubricants are comparably tested and proven for boaters’ needs.

2. PENETRATING OIL
Apply this oil with pinpoint accuracy 

using the foldable spray-tube nozzle. 

It  penetrates to dissolve corrosion and 

has anti-seize agents, ideal for keeping 

fasteners functioning. There is no chlorine, 

silicone or fl uorocarbon in the low-odor 

formula, making it ideal for use around the 

house or marina. $6.99

3.REEL OIL
A drop or two of this oil unseized a 

 corroded Boga Grip for me in a matter of 

minutes, saving me from shipping it for 

repair. Its needle applicator makes it easy 

to put a drop exactly where needed on 

reels, to prevent rust and keep the parts 

moving freely. $5.99

LUCAS OIL HAS A BROAD 
VARIETY OF PRODUCTS 
FOR THE MARINE 
ENTHUSIAST, INCLUDING 
CLEANERS, WAXES AND 
SPECIAL-PURPOSE LU-
BRICANTS

1

2

3
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CONNECTED BOAT 

AND MARINE 

MONITORING SYSTEM
Boats represent large investments 
and thanks to technology such 
as Brunswick’s Nautic-On boat- 
monitoring system ($600 to $1,470, 
plus $150 annual subscription), you 
can check in with your boat remotely, 
anytime, to see its location and the 
status of vital systems such as battery 
levels, bilge-pump activation, oil life 
and engine hours. (Such information 
can be shared with service providers 
as well.) For more information, go to 
nautic-on.com.

GEAR

A ONE LIST FITS ALL
 for boating 

 and fi shing 

 accessories and equipment is manifestly impossible because the size and type 

of boats and boaters’ uses and preferences vary so greatly. But, that said, it is 

feasible to compile a list of some products that are likely to come in handy  

and/or improve the experience for many on the water. That’s what we’ve 

tried to do here. While a few are higher-ticket items, many require minimal 

 investment and are likely to pay big returns.

WATER-RESISTANT DAY 

AND NIGHT CAMERA
With SiOnyx’s Aurora (about $800), 
boaters can view and record their 
surroundings in 720 HD anytime, 
with true day and night  imaging. 
SiOnyx (sionyx.com) says its 
ultra-low-light technology enables 
color images and video during the 
day and twilight, and in near-total 
darkness. A 1∕4-by-20-inch threaded 
mount can attach it to the boat and 
review video or real-time feeds 
on the water. You can control the 
water-resistant Aurora directly with 
iOS or Android phones.

DECK BOOTS
A good pair of deck boots can be an 
angler’s best friend over the course 
of a long day’s fi shing. Pelagic 
( pelagicgear.com) has designed its 
new Pursuit 6-inch deck boots for 
comfort, with its Neotech cooling 
liner inside the completely water-
proof rubber construction that 
keeps feet dry. The $90 boots offer 
a reinforced toe and a custom non-
slip, nonmarking sole. The Pursuit 
boot is available in Ambush Camo 
Print, in sizes 8 through 13. 

By Doug Olander

POPPER AT THE READY
Don’t venture out without a stout 
spinning stick armed with a loud, 
heavy popper — something any 
angler can grab and throw a long way 
into birds or a school of foaming tuna. 
A great choice is Yo-Zuri’s Bull Pop 
($30). The large cupped face creates 
commotion aplenty. Once hooked, 
even giant tuna won’t crush the lure, 
with a patented power body and 
through-wired stainless steel, plus 3x 
trebles. It comes in nine patterns with 
Yo-Zuri’s color-change technology 
(yo-zuri.com). 

 for boating 

 and fi shing 

 accessories and equipment is manifestly impossible because the size and type 

of boats and boaters’ uses and preferences vary so greatly. But, that said, it is 

feasible to compile a list of some products that are likely to come in handy  

and/or improve the experience for many on the water. That’s what we’ve 

tried to do here. While a few are higher-ticket items, many require minimal 

WATER-RESISTANT DAY 

A good pair of deck boots can be an 
angler’s best friend over the course 

( pelagicgear.com) has designed its 
new Pursuit 6-inch deck boots for 
comfort, with its Neotech cooling 
liner inside the completely water-

keeps feet dry. The $90 boots offer 
a reinforced toe and a custom non-
slip, nonmarking sole. The Pursuit 
boot is available in Ambush Camo 

CONNECTED BOAT CONNECTED BOAT 

POPPER AT THE READY
Don’t venture out without a stout 
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Family friendly boats focused on ed on reliablityreliablityreliablity, reliablity durablityblityblity and 

excellencecellencecellence in design. 
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FOUL-WEATHER JACKET
A hot bite in the middle of a down-
pour happens with some regularity. 
Stowing reliable rain gear aboard 
for such times pays off.  Columbia’s 
new Terminal Outdry hybrid 
jacket ($150) is an option that keeps 
anglers dry in style. It’s fully seam-
sealed but breathable, offering an 
adjustable hood and watertight 
comfort cuffs. For more informa-
tion, visit columbia.com.

BOAT MAT
Tired of footprints all over your 
clean, white deck? A deck mat can 
reduce the mess by allowing guests 
or your fi shing buddies to wipe 
the soles of their shoes, boots or 
fl ip-fl opss before stepping aboard. 
Visit ssnautical.com and check out 
the 24-by-17-inch dock mats ($45) 
of marine-grade carpet with vinyl 
backing to keep them from slipping, 
even on a wet deck. You can order 
mats with custom embroidery such 
as your boat’s name.

STAND-UP 

FIGHTING HARNESS
The best battle with a fi sh is a 
stand-up battle — if you have a 
harness like the Maxforce XH1 
($136) from AFTCO (aftco.com). 
It gives an angler the edge against 
even the biggest fi sh, with extra-
thick closed-cell foam padding, 
 removable lumbar-support 
 moisture-wicking synthetic terry-
cloth liner. The belt adjusts for 
waist sizes 30 to 50. 

BETTER VHF MOUNT
VHF mounts can rattle loose, but a 
Glomex cam-action mounting base 
won’t (glomex.com). Glomex uses 
a spring-loaded cam-action arm, 
which is then snapped down to lock 
the antenna into position. The four-
way stainless-steel mount also lets 
you adjust the side-to-side angle 
with an adjustment bolt. The Glo-
mex’s four bolts should fi t into the 
same holes as most popular antenna 
mounts, making retrofi tting easy. 

LEADER 

AS YOU NEED IT
Every fi shing boat needs to have 
a range of spools of high-quality  
 leader at the ready. Seaguar 
(seaguar.com) specializes in many 
types of leader, including its Fluoro 
Premier, which boast 42 percent 
better knot strength. The virtually 
invisible 100 percent  fl uorocarbon 
leader is available from 12- to 
80-pound-test, in 25- and 50-yard 
spools ($15 for 25 yards of 12-pound 
to $84 for 50 yards of 80-pound).

HAND PUMP
As reliable as bilge pumps are, 
they can fail. They might wear 
out or suffer from an electrical 
problem, but in any case, manual 
redundancy in the form of a spare 
hand pump can — literally — be a 
lifesaver. For $55, you can pick up 
a 36-inch manual bilge pump from 
West Marine (westmarine.com). Its 
narrow tube fi ts in tight spots, and 
the lightweight pump can move 
13  gallons per minute.
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YAMAHABOATS.COM |  #RunTheWater

©2018 Yamaha Motor Corporation, USA. All rights reserved. Follow instructional materials and obey all laws. Ride responsibly, 

wearing protective apparel and USCG-approved personal flotation device. Always drive within your capabilities, allowing time 

and distance for maneuvering, and respect others around you. Never drink and ride. Shown with optional accessories.

190 FSH DELUXE

190 FSH SPORT

190 FSH

190 FSH

SERIES

LIFE ON THE COAST 

IS BETTER WHEN YOU 

STAY CENTERED.

Make the most of the open water with Yamaha’s 190 FSH® Series. Our all-

new 19-foot center console boats have been redesigned from the ground 

up for more fishing and family fun. A saltwater corrosion resistant driveline 

protects you from the harshest elements. And with an extra spacious 

layout and new storage pods to keep all of your gear, the 190 FSH Series 

will put you in the middle of everything you love about living on the coast.  

Starting at $29,799.
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SUSPENSION SEATING 
Those in passenger cars enjoy the 
benefi ts of suspension seating, so 
why not boaters? Shockwave’s S5 
marine suspension seating (about 
$1,000) can be installed on most 
boats. Each unit weighs 20 pounds 
and is made from high-pressure 
die-cast-aluminum components 
with 316 stainless-steel hardware. 
Suspension travel is 4 inches 
 vertical and 11∕2 inches forward. 
(shockwaveseats.com).

TROLLING-LURE KIT
Having several big-game 
 high-speed trolling lures rigged 
and ready makes sense aboard any 
offshore boat. Williamson (rapala 
.com/williamson) makes putting 
them out quick and easy with its 
Big Game Catcher Kit ($50) — four 
8-inch trolling lures with concave 
pusher heads for an erratic swim-
ming action. Pre-rigged VMC 9/0 
hook, these can be trolled at up to 
8 knots. 

HANDHELD SATELLITE 
MESSAGING 
Far beyond cellphone range, anglers 
can keep in touch with  Globalstar’s 
Spot X (globalstar.com). The two-
way satellite- messaging device 
offers GPS  location tracking, 
social-media  linking, and direct 
 communication with emergency 
services. The rechargeable lithium 
battery lasts up to 10 days when 
tracking ($250, with annual service 
plans starting at $20 per month). 

EXTRA FISHING 
PLIERS
An angler’s pliers are so impor-
tant, every boat should have a 
backup pair for a buddy or in case 
of loss overboard. Penn’s bull nose 
pliers are a great choice; moder-
ately priced ($35 to $40), they offer 
stainless-steel construction and 
replaceable cutters to keep them 
perpetually sharp. Available in 8- or 
61∕2-inch models, the pliers feature 
nonslip grips (pennfi shing.com).

HELM-STATION PADS
A long canyon run in a choppy sea 
can take its toll on a helmsman’s 
feet, knees and back. SeaDek’s Dual- 
Density Helm Station Pad ($120) 
uses an 18-millimeter low-density 
foam bottom to absorb shock, while 
a 3-millimeter medium-density top 
layer with brushed texture provides 
traction, wet or dry. It fastens down 
with hook-and-loop fasteners 
for quick removal to access any 
 belowdecks hatches (seadek.com).

KAYAK/SUP RACKS
As kayak-fi shing continues to grow 
in popularity, more use their boats 
as motherships to carry their kayaks 
to the edge of more-remote shallow 
waters. Consider adding to your 
boat convenient racks designed to 
hold kayaks securely and conve-
niently while underway, such as 
the L2K Rack ($600) from Manta 
Racks (mantaracks.com). The two 
cradle arms are designed to fi t into 
gunwale rod holders.
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© 2018 American Honda Motor Co., Inc. Always wear a personal flotation device while boating and read your owner’s manual. All Honda outboards meet EPA and CARB emission levels.

For destinations found on a map, or ones that are simply a state of mind, trust a reliable Honda outboard to get you there. And back.  

Honda Marine. Proven.

Visit your Authorized Honda Marine Dealer or marine.honda.com to  
learn more about the redesigned Honda BF200, BF225, and BF250.
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ELECTRONICS

O
utfi tting your new fi berglass love with 

electronic gear means making some 

decisions about how you’ll use your boat, 

where and how you’ll mount the equip-

ment, and what you’re willing to spend. 

The top of your list should feature a 

chart-plotter/fi sh-fi nder combo — called 

a multifunction display or MFD — paired 

with a transducer, a VHF marine radio, 

and safety gear such as emergency bea-

cons and/or satellite messaging devices. 

After that come audio preferences and 

peripheral electronics such as radar, auto-

pilot, and additional sonar modules.

Throughout our survey, respondents 

commented about the benefi ts of current 

electronic technologies, and often listed 

those devices as their favorite onboard 

features. Under disappointments, many 

said that their dated electronics were in 

need of upgrading. Marine electronics, 

like consumer devices, continually evolve. 

The primary rule of thumb for any new 

boat owner is: Buy the best you can aff ord. 

However, you should realistically as-

sume you’ll need to upgrade your system 

every three to fi ve years. And if there’s an 

extended warranty available, buy it. It’s a 

rough world in an open boat.

PLOTTER/SONAR/VHF
At one time, anglers shopped a variety 

of brands and picked stand-alone units 

without thought to networking. Today’s 

electronics communicate, so it’s advis-

able to pick one brand and buy within 

that framework.

Fortunately, six major brands — 

 Raymarine, Garmin, Simrad, Lowrance, 

Furuno and Humminbird — feature 

everything you might want on a fi sh boat. 

All off er a wide variety of multifunction 

displays. Choose one that comes with 

internal GPS, a chart plotter (plan to 

purchase an aftermarket chart card from 

Navionics or C-Map) and a fi sh fi nder.

The fi sh fi nder needs a transducer, 

which mounts on the transom, inside 

the hull or through the hull. Many MFDs 

come with a transducer standard, and of-

ten that’s a skimmer or transom-mounted 

version. But that’s not always the best 

choice for every style of boat, nor can it be 

used for all kinds of sonar.

For instance, according to Garmin’s 

transducer-selection guide, transom-

mount transducers don’t work well on 

inboard boats or stepped hulls. In-hull 

versions lose some portion of their signal 

transmitting through the fi berglass, and 

through-hulls on deep-V boats often must 

employ large fairing blocks so the beam 

will transmit vertically.

Often anglers prefer to run two MFDs 

at the helm so they can monitor every-

thing from sonar, radar and charts to 

cameras, audio and gauges (most electron-

ics can now network with engine-control 

modules to provide data). Smaller-boat 

owners with compact helms might choose 

a single MFD, but perhaps one that’s large 

enough — at 12 or 16 inches — to fi ll the 

Wired 

to Fish

Multifunction units, like these displaying 

Florida Marine Tracks charts, are today’s 

marine computers. Never fi sh without one.

WHAT READERS WANT

THIRTY PERCENT SAY SPACE FOR MULTIPLE DISPLAYS TOPS 

THEIR LIST OF CONVENIENCE FEATURES
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LIFESAVING NEWS

Safety-beacon makers can share dozens of 

survival stories based on the carriage and 

use of EPIRBs and PLBs, particularly in 

offshore waters. As a result, boaters now 

have access to cost-savings programs and 

rental  opportunities.

     Florida boaters who own EPIRBs and PLBs 

can receive a 25 percent discount on vessel 

registration fees, which — over a fi ve-year 

period — can amount to a hefty portion of the 

safety beacon’s original cost.

All boaters have access to Sea Tow 

 Foundation’s emergency-beacon rental 

 program. At a cost of $80 to $95 a week 

(which includes shipping), boaters can carry 

a rented beacon aboard their vessels for a 

 long-term trip or special outing. 

 entire space. They can equip a second 

station with a smaller MFD that easily 

networks with the helm.

Many of today’s display screens employ 

in-plane switching, which makes the pic-

ture visible from all angles, even through 

polarized sunglasses. And of course, 

touchscreen- and keypad-display options 

give boaters a choice of how they control 

their electronics.

The type of sonar an angler chooses 

 varies based on the type of fi shing he 

or she does. Chirp sonar, which emits 

modulated pulses across a spectrum of 

frequencies for better target separation, 

has become a standard, and is vitally 

important for structure and bottomfi sher-

men. However, even traditional 50/20 

kHz technology has vastly improved with 

today’s better digital-signal processing. 

Imaging sonar, which shoots a thin 

beam to both sides of the boat — or down, 

for photolike returns — helps anglers who 

seek structure or bait. Major electronics 

makers keep refi ning those beams and the 

algorithms that interpret them to create 

ever-more-detailed views of the bottom.

Some companies now off er 3D and 

 real-time sonar options. If you’re inter-

ested in that technology now or if you 

think you will be in the future, purchase 

a compatible MFD, and you can add the 

 appropriate transducer at a later date.

With regard to maritime VHFs, all now 

must come with DSC, or digital selective 

calling. DSC is a kind of paging system that 

also can transmit your position and vessel 

information to emergency personnel.

For purposes of selection, fi xed-mount 

25-watt radios can transmit up to 20 

miles, though that’s dependent upon an-

tenna height. A 5-watt  handheld VHF can 

transmit up to 8 miles.

Cellphones do not substitute for VHF 

radios. Cellphone range is sporadic, and 

you can’t directly connect to the maritime 

rescue system.

ELECTRONIC SAFETY
Speaking of safety, you’ll want to equip 

your vessel and/or 

yourself with lifesaving electronics. The 

most popular options include an emer-

gency position-indicating radio beacon 

(EPIRB), a personal locator beacon (PLB), 

and a satellite emergency-notifi cation 

device (SEND). Carrying a satellite phone 

can be an extra measure of safety, but it 

does not always provide a signal, nor does 

it communicate automatically with key 

rescue personnel.

In general, an EPIRB is for a vessel, a 

PLB is for a person, and it should be worn 

on a belt or a lanyard. An EPIRB can be 

mounted to the outside of a console within 

easy reach. Both must be registered with 

the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Administration. When activated, both 

transmit emergency signals.

SEND devices, such as Globalstar’s 

SPOT and Garmin’s inReach units, 

provide a wide variety of services from 

social-media posting to location track-

ing and text  messaging, as well as SOS 

emergency  services through private 

organizations. Both require a monthly or 

an annual  subscription.

Never take safety at sea for granted. 

Electronic EPIRBs transmit distress 

signals to dedicated rescue agencies. 

EPIRBs should be mounted abovedecks 

and registered to a specifi c vessel. 

Smaller PLBs — when carried aboard — 

should be worn by each angler.

THE PRIMARY RULE 

OF THUMB FOR ANY 

NEW BOAT OWNER IS: 

BUY THE BEST YOU 

CAN AFFORD.

ELECTRONICS
WHAT READERS WANT

SLIGHTLY UNDER HALF OWN AN EPIRB OR PLB SAFETY 
BEACON (46 PERCENT).
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1 Clarion’s popular CMS4 display pairs with a black-

box module and CM-Series speakers. 2 Fusion’s 

 RA-70NSX offers AM/FM radio, USB connectivity, 

 Bluetooth streaming and SiriusXM capabilities. 3 JL 

Audio’s MediaMaster 50 pairs with MX speakers such 

as these, which are available in 6.5- and 7.7-inch sizes.

1
3

2
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AUDIO ON BOARD 

An audio system can be a tricky product 

for anglers: Some would never leave home 

without their favorite playlists; others opt 

for the sounds of the ocean environment. 

But even those who prefer relative peace 

like to have options when family members 

and kids come aboard.

Marine audio has come a long way 

in recent years, following the habits of 

general consumers demanding Bluetooth 

streaming and systems integration. 

The focus of audio’s future will 

concentrate on streaming 

di�erent sources of music 

from smartphones, says Chris 

Baird, managing director of 

Fusion Entertainment. Today, 

that market is dominated by 

companies such as Spotify and 

Apple  Music, with others such 

as Pandora and Tribal. “The 

quality of music will  improve, 

and as such, so will the stereos 

and  speakers need to improve 

to play this  higher-definition 

music,” Baird says. 

Currently, Fusion’s most popular stereo 

for the fishing market is its RA-70NSX, 

which Baird describes as an a�ordable 

yet bulletproof stereo that o�ers AM/

FM  radio, USB connectivity, Bluetooth 

streaming and SiriusXM capabilities. 

“The RA-70NSX also has Fusion-Link, 

which allows it to plug into most marine 

electronics chart-plotter/fish-finder units 

for control of your stereo. Importantly, 

it is simple to use and can fit into what 

is a standard DIN radio cutout, if you’re 

replacing an older stereo,” he says.

Popular speakers for fishing 

boats  include the new EL se-

ries, 6½-inch  shallow-mount 

systems, Baird says,  adding 

that they’re also a�ordable.

Two other popular compa-

nies in the marine-audio mar-

ket — JL Audio and Clarion, 

which entered into a licensing 

agreement in late summer 

2018 — o�er anglers many 

choices for listening to their 

own tunes or for streaming.

 For JL, the most popular 

system starts with the MediaMaster 50, 

a marine digital-media receiver with 

Bluetooth. That head unit pairs with 

JL’s MX Speakers, available in 6.5- and 

7.7-inch sizes, accompanied by a 10-inch 

subwoofer.

Clarion buyers prefer the M508 system 

or a CMS4 display with a belowdecks 

black-box module and CM-Series 

 speakers. The CMS4 acts like a source unit 

and multimedia hub in one.

NEVER FEAR

While these electronics choices might 

make your mind swim, know that help 

is always available through our online 

Marine Electronics Guide, through retail 

dealers, manufacturers and their websites, 

and obviously through dock mates who 

have some experience with di�erent gear.

Electronics makers also take great pains 

to simplify their products, making them 

mimic the smartphones and tablets you 

currently use.

There is no question that today’s 

electronics will improve your fishing, and 

enhance every day you spend on the water.

WHAT READERS WANT

73% NOW OWN 

STANDARD 

SONAR WHILE 

54% OWN CHIRP 

SONAR.
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B
ay boats are a hot category, and those 

over 23 feet are commonly seen off-

shore in calm weather. In fact, if you 

look at the offshore anglers who plan 

to buy center-consoles under 25 feet, 

a good share of them are betting on a 

center-console bay boat to hedge their 

bets against rough weather by  fishing 

inside the inlet. Ideally, a bay boat 

will have at least 30 gallons of livewell 

 capacity, and some have an additional smaller well for crusta-

ceans such as shrimp or crabs, particularly, in tarpon county.

Fishing bays is probably a more intimate experience, as 

reflected by the smaller crews of only one to two plus the skip-

per in 54 percent of cases. Inshore fishermen are still tackle 

intensive, with 65 percent carrying five to 10 rods. Clearly there 

will be some downtime; 46 percent want dedicated rod storage 

for seven to 12 rods — expect to see them at the sand bar.

The demand was slightly less for gunwale rod holders, down 

to 42 percent with six, and 34 percent good with just four.

INSHORE/COASTAL
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ABOVE AND BELOW

You can expect a bay-boat 

owner to be fishing inshore, 

flats, the beaches and offshore, 

and all along temperate waters. 

Owners will be snorkelign for 

fun too..

74 PERCENT OF 
BAY-BOAT- AND 
FLY-FISHERMEN 
WANT TWO FLY 
ROD HOLDERS

Only 8 percent would spend up to $400 to add a pair over six, 

confirming the respondents’ lack of interest.

Bay-boat fishermen seem to have a lot in common with 

 fly-fishermen, apparently because 74 percent want rod holders 

for two fly rods. Oddly, 64 percent said storage for two  utility 

boxes on deck was plenty, but 54 percent said their boat’s tackle 

storage was inadequate. Twenty-six percent wanted  storage 

for four boxes, and a demanding 2.6 percent wanted storage for 

more than eight; 49 percent wanted two livewells, reserving one 

for crustaceans.

1568162921842

INSHORE 

 ANGLERS HAVE 

BEEN AT IT FOR 

MANY YEARS 

NUMBER OF DAYS 

SALTWATER 

 ANGLERS FISHED 

Fewer than 5 years

5 to 9 years

10 to 14 years

15 to 19 years

20 to 29 years

30 to 39 years

40 years or more

28.08%

20.69%

8
.3
7
%

4
.4
3
%

4
.9
3
%

5
.9
1
%

8.37%

15.76%

300 days or more (0.49%)

200 to 299 days (0.99%)

100 to 199 days 

80 to 99 days

60 to 79 days

40 to 59 days

20 to 39 days

10 to 19 days

5 to 9 days

Fewer than 5 days

88989193938.42%

18.72%

8.87%

8.37%

9.36%

8
.3
7
%7
.8
8
%

HOW LARGE 

A BAY BOAT DO 

RESPONDENTS 

PLAN TO BUY? 

Up to 20 feet

21 to 24 feet

25 to 29 feet

30 to 39 feet

40 feet or larger 1742783
17.2% 44.9% 27% 8.2% 2.7%
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marketing director of Maverick Boat 

Group, who points out that not all fl ats 

skiff s are created equal. 

    Generally, tackle and rod storage go 

from minimalist to generous according to 

the skiff ’s size. Vertical rod racks on the 

console are common, but horizontal racks 

on the gunwales are also desirable, not 

only to carry extra rods, but also to stash 

away those not in use. If you’ll take your 

skiff  on the road, rod lockers safeguard 

your rods during pit stops. They come 

standard on some skiff s, such as the Sea 

Chaser 180 F and 200 F. 

With 64 percent of those surveyed 

 planning to mount a trolling motor 

on their boat, a skiff  that includes the 

trolling- motor wiring as a standard 

 feature will ease the process and wallet.

RIDE AND PERFORMANCE
Over a third of readers list a soft ride as 

a priority, but with hulls designed for 

skinny water, the softness is sometimes a 

trade-off . If you need to cross open water 

or navigate inlets, you’ll be happier on a 

skiff  with more freeboard and a bow with 

a deeper V, like the Hewes Redfi sher 18, or 

on a bay boat with shallow draft. Be sure 

to schedule sea trials in the types of waters 

you’ll fi sh to fi nd the ideal compromise.

Think 
Skinny

WHAT READERS WANT

OF THOSE SURVEYED, 49 PERCENT USE LIVE-BAIT INSHORE, AND 
64 PERCENT SAY THEY NEED ONE LIVEWELL FOR THEIR BAITS 

FLATS/SKIFFS

F lats skiff s enable anglers to venture 

onto shallows only inches deep, as 

well as narrow coastal creeks, bayous and 

canals, where redfi sh, bonefi sh, snook, 

tarpon, speckled trout, striped bass, and 

other game species seek refuge and forage. 

These boats are very maneuverable, glide 

stealthily when propelled with a push 

pole or trolling motor, and are easy and 

inexpensive to operate and trailer. 

SIZE MATTERS
While most fl ats skiff s sport a 6- to 

 7½-foot beam, they range in length from 

15 to 21 feet, accommodating two to four 

anglers (depending on size selected) and 

providing a stable platform with roomy, 

raised decks fore and aft from which to 

cast and battle fi sh unencumbered. 

Poling skiff s such as the Maverick 17 

 HPX-S fl oat in as little as 6 inches of water, 

perfect for targeting tailing fi sh. However, 

inshore anglers who enjoy live-baiting 

frequently fi nd more-adequate livewells 

with better aeration systems on larger 

models such as the Spyder FX19 Vapor, 

which has three 70-quart wells, including 

one on the forward deck. Another benefi t 

of larger   19- to 21-foot skiff s is a more 

 spacious cockpit, which 43 percent of 

those surveyed  consider a key feature. 

Along with basic gauges, the console on 

most fl ats skiff s will house a  multifunction 

display, 12-inch or smaller, and the con-

sole on larger models often has room for a 

VHF radio and stereo.

FISHABILITY
“Mavericks are the result of  serious 

anglers designing shallow-water skiff s for 

serious anglers,” says Charlie  Johnson, 

T
EDITOR’S TIP
Twenty-four percent of those surveyed said they plan to carry a push pole — a smart move for anglers who stalk 

fi sh in shallow water. If you do, you’ll be glad some skiffs come with push-pole brackets. If those on your short list 

don’t, see if the builder or dealer will throw them in for free (a savings of up to $350) when negotiating your deal.

“WITH HULLS DESIGNED 
FOR SKINNY WATER, THE 
SOFTNESS OF THE RIDE 
IS OFTEN A TRADE-OFF.”

By Alex Suescun

Skinny water is usually less than 

12  inches deep, and fl ats boats are de-

signed fl oat in that or even less water.
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WHAT READERS WANT

“I WISH I’D BOUGHT A BIGGER BOAT” WAS ONE THE MOST 
 COMMON OPINIONS OF INSHORE/COASTAL BOAT OWNERS POLLED

BAY BOATS

The magic of the modern bay and coast 

boat in the 21- to 26-foot range is ver-

satility, the melding of what were formerly 

two classes of boat: the inshore runabout 

or fl ats boat and the capable off shore-

 fi shing platform.

Our survey indicated that more than 

75 percent of respondents own just one 

boat, making this format the perfect 

choice for a range of anglers. 

Off shore capable yet nimble enough for 

inshore access, design in bay and coastal 

boats pare down to a narrow  judgment call 

and the old adage about every boat being 

a compromise. This class of craft fi nds an 

abundant market — our survey indicated 

that 60 percent of potential buyers were 

considering a boat under 25 feet. 

“Our buyers have changed in the past 

10 years,” says Capt. Larry Jett, manager 

of saltwater business development for 

Ranger Boats. “Following the economic 

downturn, buyers came back looking for 

one boat that does it all. They learned that 

they can have one boat that’s a  serious 

fi shing boat, off ering plenty for the  family 

as well.”

Shopping for a new bay boat might be 

an exciting proposition, but don’t let the 

gleam of gelcoat and brightwork over-

shadow practical prepurchase consider-

ations; those oversights you’ll discover 

only once you’re on the water. 

That said, bay and coastal boats run 

the gamut, from comfort-fi rst designs to 

fi shing-foremost. Accurate assessment of 

your needs and expectations should always 

drive the selection and buying decision.

ACCOMMODATIONS
 Seventy percent of respondents to our 

survey said a seaworthy, comfortable ride 

was the most important consideration 

in deciding which boat to buy, a priority 

scarcely lost on manufacturers.

“We put a lot of thought into how peo-

ple feel when the boat is underway,” says 

Jeff  Vaughn, vice president sales, market-

ing and service for Boston Whaler.

“When you are out fi shing, there are 

a lot times when you are just standing 

around, and you want to be comfort-

able. We have lighter chines and our 

boats weigh a little more, and with foam 

 fl otation, our boats are very stable at rest.” 

Layout considerations include  distance 

between seating and the helm, cockpit 

arrangement, and a spacious bow area, all 

important to consider. 

“We do a lot of ‘voice of the customer’ 

research,” Vaughn says. “Some boats 

aren’t designed to drive comfortably both 

sitting and standing. You wonder, What 

were they thinking? They weren’t  thinking; 

it just happened.”

Alan Lang, director of sales and 

 marketing for Scout Boats, known for 

T
EDITOR’S TIP
A T-top or hardtop comes standard on some bay- and coastal-boat models; on others, it’s an option, like a tower or 

second helm station. Rather than wait for aftermarket additions, consider ordering your boat with the desired top 

and metal fabrication to ensure ideal placement and installation, and spread the costs over the life of your loan.  

Having 
It All
By Glenn Law
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are looking for plenty of space to have the 

family conveniences aboard.”

ROD HOLDERS 
Something as straightforward and  simple 

as rod holders and storage  scarcely seem 

critical, and it might be so on the show-

room floor, but it’s a different  matter on 

the water, where a missed  opportunity 

or the nuisance of rods  underfoot takes on 

a different complexion. 

While some rod holders are standard on 

all boats, not all fishing styles are standard. 

Be generous when considering additional 

rod holders and how you’ll use them. 

Will your rods stay in  storage lockers, or 

do you want them out and available, ready 

to deploy?

Holders on the back of the helm bolster 

or along the aft edge of a T-top keep them 

ready at hand. Plenty of holders bow to 

stern along the gunwales ensures one is 

always in reach. 

Respondents to our 

survey carried an average of 

seven rods on their boat on 

fishing trips, with 52 percent 

stating they needed space to 

carry seven to 12 rods. 

Offshore fishermen 

 specified they need at least 

six gunwale rod holders; in-

shore anglers were content 

with four.

It’s a personal decision, 

but one better made before 

you place the order for your 

new boat, and especially 

before you find yourself 

groping for a rod holder.

LIVEWELLS 
When it comes to personal fishing 

 preferences and styles, nothing emerges 

as a make-it-or-break-it consideration so 

much as livewells. 

Results from our survey indicate that 

85 percent of respondents fish with live 

bait sometimes, and 50 percent of those 

fish live baits “often” or “always.”

Nearly two thirds of live-bait anglers 

said they need capacity to carry large baits, 

and a third of them prefer two livewells — 

one forward and one aft.

Livewell demands vary widely. All 

 manufacturers provide stock wells, 

but they are also well aware that one 

 configuration doesn’t fit all.

“Florida anglers’ needs for carrying 

live bait are different from those on Long 

Island,” Vaughn says, “ so we customize 

livewells for different regions.”

Even within regions, preferences and 

needs vary. It pays to determine the kind 

of baits you’ll be using and make sure your 

livewell is suited for what you’ll 

demand of it. 

“Our Contender 25 comes 

with a 40-gallon floor well and 

a five-gallon crab well,” Neber 

says. “We use a big standpipe 

system, with through-hull 

and electric-pump overflows. 

That works a lot better with 

baits that you’re cast-netting, 

and  especially if you have 

to deal with weeds in the 

livewell, which tend to clog a 

 bottom-drain system.” 

Neber says he also offers 

pump  upgrades and sea-chest 

upgrades, and installs a lot of 

50-gallon “campaigners” 

T
EDITOR’S TIP 

Layout and seating vary greatly on bay and coastal boats. Bow and stern seats in lieu of raised casting decks can 

limit fishability and storage. If extra seating for family and friends is important, consider a boat with jump seats or 

a foldaway bench, and a cooler with cushion that slides out from behind the leaning post or helm-seating module.

Cloth T-tops have mostly given way to 

fiberglass hardtops. They are easier to 

care for, more handsome, and in larger 

boats, make an upper-station platform.

WHAT READERS WANT

“A BOAT WITH 
THE CLEANEST 
OPEN DESIGN, 
THE ABILITY TO  
CUT THROUGH 
THE AFTERNOON 
CHOP AND KEEP 
YOU RELATIVE-
LY DRY”
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DETERMINE THE KIND 
OF BAITS YOU USE, 
AND MAKE SURE THE 
LIVEWELL IS SUITED 
FOR THEM.



We use innovative 

materials and simplify 

components and 

systems to deliver a 

power-to-weight ratio 

that assures top speed 

and acceleration.

Remember, drinking and driving don’t mix. Always wear a USCG-Approved life jacket and read your owner’s manual. 

 Suzuki, the Suzuki S and model names are Suzuki trademarks or ®. © 2018 Suzuki Motor of America, Inc.

Our Inline 4s and V6s 

rely on an advanced 

network of sensors to 

precisely control timing 

and fuel delivery so you 

get the most power 

from every stroke.
PERFORMANCE

Big block Suzuki 

outboards deliver more 

torque. Our approach 

to performance is 

multi-dimensional, 

starting with the dimen-

sions of our engines.

We describe performance the way you might describe a 

fighter. When a world class boxer plants his right foot for a 

jab, he’s setting up a complex series of motions designed 

to maximize his strength and his weight. The resulting  

momentum delivers a blow far beyond the sum of the 

parts. Our approach to performance is like that. 

Lightweight components magnify the power generated by 

our large displacement engines. Fuel injection and inte-

grated electronics take full advantage of precise timing 

and ambient conditions. Mechanical efficiencies eliminate 

wasted effort and provide quick recovery. So yes, you go 

faster, quicker, like an eagle, like a shark, like a fist.

FAST? OF COURSE. BUT YOU’VE ALSO GOT TO HAVE FORCE,

 AGILITY, RESPONSIVENESS – AND NO FEAR. 

WE BUILD OUTBOARDS TO HANDLE THE BIG LIFT.

ULTIMATE

PERFORMANCE
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 in the bows, especially in South Florida, 

the Keys and the Palm Beaches.

Capacity is critical in keeping baits in 

top shape. Sixty-four percent of survey 

respondents who fish live baits normally 

carry a few dozen baits for a day’s fishing.

HORSEPOWER 
REQUIREMENTS
Powering a new boat offers a balance 

 between economy and top-end per-

formance. You don’t have to match 

the  horsepower rating of a hull to get 

 satisfactory performance.

“I often see more horsepower on boats 

than is required,” Vaughn says. “They put 

on more than they really need.”

Jett sees the same trend at Ranger: “A 

lot of people buy the maximum on our 

boat, the 350. But even the ones who buy 

the 300 are satisfied,” he says.

 Ranger hangs Mercury and Yamaha 

engines, about 50-50, and there are buyers 

for Evinrude as well. “Evinrude has a lot 

to talk about. Maintenance is  minimal, 

and they weigh less. The Evinrude G2, the 

futuristic motor, has a light fuel burn and 

low maintenance, and it has great hole 

shot and low-end torque.” 

Performance with the chosen power is 

a second consideration. Contender in par-

ticular is synonymous with performance. 

“We make boats designed to go upwards 

of 60 miles per hour,” Neber says. As such, 

he’s a big proponent of the step hull, which 

boosts speed, with a diminished wetted 

running surface, as well as other advan-

tages. “We took identical layouts — same 

weight, length and beam — and put a step 

hull under one of them. It handled better 

in offshore conditions, was more stable, 

and provided 20 percent better 

fuel efficiency,” he says.

With an eye toward shallow-

water performance, Neber says 

a jack plate comes standard on 

the Contender 25 as well.

MECHANICAL
SYSTEMS
The mechanics, plumbing, 

hinges, latches and fit-and-

finish on any quality boat are 

pretty much a settled matter in 

this competitive market. When 

things don’t work right, buyers 

are dissatisfied, and manufac-

turers and dealers — plagued 

with repairs — rapidly remedy 

the situation.

However, some add-ons and  accessories 

bear some consideration, such as the 

anchoring system and trolling motors, 

both especially useful on boats that see 

inshore-fishing or even  Sunday sandbar 

duty.

Our survey revealed that 64 percent of 

respondents have a trolling motor on their 

boats, and 73 percent have at 

least one electrical shallow-

water anchoring system, such 

as a Power Pole.

Even if you don’t fit out 

with these options originally, 

it pays off to have the wiring 

installed during the build, 

ready for the additions. These 

accessories also require 

some forethought in battery 

 configurations.

“Usually with our boats,” 

Jett says, “the customer is ask-

ing for a 36-volt trolling motor 

with three batteries and two 

house batteries. We’re putting 

four batteries in and sharing 

one: two for starting and three for trolling, 

along with an integral four-bank charger, 

which makes for  plug-and-play hassle-free 

charging.

 If weight and simplicity are a concern, 

Neber says: “We rig a lot of 36-volt lithium 

 batteries. It’s about a $4,000 upgrade, 

but it’s a  36-pound battery versus three 

80-pound batteries.”

WHAT READERS WANT

“A BOAT DESIGN 

THAT FITS MY 

NEEDS AND USE, 

FUNCTION IS 

MORE IMPOR-

TANT THAN 

BEAUTY AND 

RESALE VALUE”

INSHORE POWER

Most fishing boats for inshore and coastal 

duties are powered by a single outboard, so 

reliability is paramount, and the weight of 

the motor is often as important as power and 

fuel efficiency. With that in mind, Evinrude 

offers a wide range of E-TEC motors to serve 

the needs of flats-skiff and bay-boat owners, 

including HO (high output) versions of 60, 

90, 115 and 135 hp, and E-TEC G2s from 

150 to 300 hp, including four HO models. 

Yamaha offers four-stroke motors up to 350 

hp, including V-Max SHOs from 90 through 

250 ponies. Mercury now includes high-

performance XS models from 115 to 300 hp, 

and Verados from 250 to 350 horses among 

its line of four-strokes. Meanwhile, Suzuki’s 

in-line 4’s and V-6’s run the gamut from 

70 to 350 hp, while Honda’s lineup includes 

 midrange and high-power options to 250 hp.
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Keep your eyes open as you shop 

for that new boat. Choosing the perfect 

all-rounder is no time to skimp. It’s an 

 investment in success and enjoyment.

Once you’ve determined your needs and 

balanced that against a realistic budget, 

the most important thing you can do in 

terms of ensuring long-term satisfaction 

and enjoyment, is to buy what you want. 

Don’t expect you’ll add the things you 

 really want and need at a later date. 

That often turns out to be wishful 

thinking.

No matter how much time you spend 

researching and quantifying your needs, 

it’s for naught if you are not satisfied with 

the boat when you jump aboard in the 

morning. 

Trends in the market reinforce this 

approach.

“People have learned not to skimp,” Jett 

says. “Nor to assemble the boat they really 

want in steps. The attitude seems to be, 

‘This is my opportunity, so let’s load up our 

boat with all the things we’ll use.’”

T
EDITOR’S TIP 

Most flats- and bay-boat builders offer a Power Pole or Talon shallow-water anchoring system as an option. Both 

 afford considerable advantages over conventional anchoring but offeringdifferent features. See which suits your 

needs best; an authorized dealer can install either later if you need to keep the boat’s purchase price down.    

RANGE AND FUEL ECONOMY
Buying a flats or bay boat rigged with less 

than the maximum horsepower will save you 

money, yet it could limit your fishing and cost 

you more in the long run. A smaller, lighter 

motor might gain you an inch or two in draft 

but lack the oomph to jump on plane quickly, 

often a must in shallow water. A bigger out-

board means a faster hole shot, plus it lets 

you cruise at fairly fast speeds while keeping 

the rpm down at a fuel-efficient range, saving 

you money at the pump. Of course, hulls that 

are lighter or incorporate design elements 

such as a running pad or steps — which 

promote venting of the running surface and 

minimize drag — contribute to the speed and 

fuel  efficiency, and so does matching the 

right prop to the hull and your usual load.  

POWERING A NEW 
BOAT REQUIRES A 
BALANCE BETWEEN 
ECONOMY AND TOP-
END PERFORMANCE.

Part of a bay boat’s versatility comes 

from its ability to handle bigger waters 

offshore on nice days and inshore water 

any day.



Crevalle makes 24- and 

26-foot standard and open-

model bay boats — the category 

28 percent of our respondents 

said they’d seek in their next 

saltwater boat.

Crevalle’s boats avoid hassles, 

such as tired eyes, deck and hatch 

tangles, and wiring woes. Oh 

yeah, dead bait and fi sh too.

The company’s second-

generation position-control 

hatch hinges eliminate line- and 

net-tangling gas struts, and 

hold the hatches open without 

entanglements.

Electrical systems include all 

tinned copper wiring, with func-

tions printed every 12 inches, and 

ABYC wiring best practices few 

boat companies follow. And all 

connections are sealed against 

saltwater corrosion.

Livewells use fl ow designs 

inspired by commercial saltwater 

aquariums to minimize dead 

water and maximize available 

dissolved oxygen, keeping bait 

feisty to make quarry bite. 

The company prides itself on 

its deep cockpits for safe, dry 

rides — what 70 percent of survey 

respondents demand and the top 

item on their shared list. 

The boats have a generous 

menu of options available, 

including a choice of three 

 outboard brands.

Named 2017 Florida Small 

Manufacturer of the Year, 

Crevalle is located in central 

Florida, with a variety of testing 

waters nearby where the com-

pany can “put our boats through 

their paces in the same environ-

ments that our customers will.”

CREVALLE 26 BAY
Crevalle’s 26 Bay off ers extra 

power and extra room compared 

with its smaller sibling, the 24 

Bay, the company says — zip and 

space that fi shers and families 

can appreciate.

Like its siblings, it features 

Crevalle’s new fi berglass leaning 

post, with added storage capac-

ity. (More storage was a survey 

request.)

The standard post includes a 

sink, two cup holders, two rear 

tackle-storage spaces, three front 

glove boxes, and a removable 

premium Igloo cooler that tucks 

under the leaning post.

Step up to the Deluxe model 

and get two more cup holders, 

two additional rear tackle-

storage spaces, plus a drawer, a 

center armrest, and an upgraded, 

slide-mounted Yeti cooler.

Anglers will be eager to put 

into use the 26 Bay’s two 28-gal-

lon insulated release wells with 

dual-jet aeration, a protected 

standpipe, and blue gelcoat. 

Livewells and the baitwell/cooler 

are LED-illuminated.

The lockable rod storage for 10 

rods, plus undergunwale storage 

for four more, meets or exceeds 

the needs of more than 87 per-

cent of survey respondents. 

This family-friendly boat has 

two removable 72-quart coolers. 

Options include swim platforms, 

Bimini top, in-console port-

a-potty, forward seating, and 

removable ski pylon.

Looking for a confi dence 

builder and value stretcher? Try 

Crevalle’s 10-year transferable 

hull warranty.

MORE INFO

crevalleboats.com

Crevalle Boats

READER RESPONSE

“COMFORT AND FISHABILITY”
BUILDER
BENCHMARK
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ON TARGET
Foam fl otation (within 

single-piece fi berglass 
stringer system)

Rod storage is 
above expectations

CREVALLE 

SAYS
Designed by anglers 

with families

Set-back transom 
provides a full aft deck

SPECS
LOA: 25'6"     

Beam: 8'6"     

Fuel Capacity: 83 gal.      

Dry Weight: 4,000 lb. 
plus power     

Max HP: 400      

Certifi cations: NMMA

Survey 
Says:

A new leaning post in-
cludes convenient tackle 
storage, bait-prep sink 
and slide-away cooler.
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NauticStar makes more than 

two dozen bay-, deck- and 

off shore-boat models, 18 to 

28 feet, for professional and 

 recreational anglers, families, 

and pleasure boaters. 

A member of the MasterCraft 

family, the company manufac-

tures several styles of bay boats, 

deck boats, and center-console 

off shore boats. The Legacy and 

Hybrid series are multi purpose. 

NauticStar also off ers a deep V, 

dual-console model.

In a NauticStar boat, you can 

count on wood-free construction, 

limited lifetime hull warranty, 

durable vinyl ester barrier coat, 

and one-piece molded stringer 

— spaces within it foam-fi lled for 

fl otation, sound-dampening and 

vibration reduction. (Our survey 

respondents cited safety fl otation 

as their top demand.)

Liner and hull are molded as 

single units, joined shoebox-style 

with a stainless-steel fastener 

every 2 inches. NauticStar makes 

its own upholstery and fi nished-

on-both-sides fi berglass lids, and 

every boat is water-tested before 

leaving the plant.

NAUTICSTAR 
251 HYBRID
Newest and, at 25 feet,  biggest 

of NauticStar’s three-boat 

Hybrid line, the 251 Hybrid 

is a multi-purpose boat that’s 

both tournament-ready and 

family-friendly.

Distinctive touches include 

an aft deck covered with SeaDek 

quieting, cushioning and trac-

tion-providing PE/EVA material. 

For anglers there are console 

(15-gallon) and aft (16-gallon) 

livewell/baitwells, meeting or ex-

ceeding the needs of 93 percent of 

survey respondents; a 43- gallon 

insulated bow fi sh box; and stor-

age for up to 21 rods, exceeding 

the needs of all but a handful of 

our survey respondents. Four 

stainless-steel gunwale rod hold-

ers meet or exceed the minimums 

for 70 percent of inshore anglers.

The family will love the Infi nity 

PRV 315 Bluetooth stereo and 

JBL marine speakers, premium 

Llebroc seating, galley with sink 

and cutting board, bow fl ip-out 

backrests, drop-down console 

fl oor into a dressing room or 

optional head ,and 45-quart bow 

Large casting decks and 
enough cockpit space to 
fi ght fi sh offshore mark 
the 251 Hybrid.

Yeti cooler. Another 40-quart 

 swim-up cooler is integrated into 

the transom. There are board-

ing ladders fore and aft, and the 

head’s interior is fi nished. 

The large dashboard, beneath 

a powder-coated T-top and 

protected by a tempered-glass 

windshield, stands ready to house 

a pair of 12-inch displays.

The 251 Hybrid’s transom 

deadrise of 16 degrees and bow 

entry of 40 degrees create a wave-

slicing fi shing and family boat 

that sits steady at rest.

MORE INFO

nauticstarboats.com

NauticStar Boats

ON TARGET
Unsinkable — 
respondents’ 
top priority

Dashboard space for a 
pair of displays

OWNERS SAY
I’m enjoying the ease 

of handling

Honestly love 
everything about 

my boat

I can fish inshore in 
the shallows, as well 
as offshore cobia or 

snapper fishing.

My favorite feature is 
the ability to fi sh both 
inshore and offshore 
with the same boat

NAUTICSTAR 

SAYS
Unique multipurpose 

vessel

A great deal of 
fi shability to this 

roomy boat

Serious fishing machine 
… or a boat with enough 
room for a large crowd

SPECS
LOA: 25'2"     

Beam: 8'6"     

Fuel Capacity: 75 gal.      

Dry Weight: 3,650 lb. 
plus power     

Max HP: 350 

Seating/weight 

capacity: 12/1,733 lb.     

READER RESPONSE

“GREAT FOR FISHING AND PLEASURE CRUISING”
BUILDER
BENCHMARK

Survey 
Says:
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P athfi nder, which launched 

the bay-boat revolution 

more than two decades ago, 

 considers this a given: “The 

further a company gets away 

from understanding what dedi-

cated anglers want in their boats, 

the more underwhelming its 

 products will be.”

That’s why each Pathfi nder 

model springs from a challenge: 

to design a boat for specifi c an-

gling applications and put anglers 

on fi sh in comfort and safety. 

So it’s no wonder that when 

our bay-boat-owning survey 

 respondents were asked to list 

brands they’d consider buying 

from a list of dozens, Pathfi nder 

was near the top of the list.

PATHFINDER 2005 TRS
Smallest in the Pathfi nder 

line of eight bay boats, the new 

Pathfi nder 2005 TRS boasts 

many attributes of its bigger 

brothers and sisters,  and is 

poised to handle big water in a 

 manageable format.

Pathfi nder succinctly 

 describes it as “20.5 feet of 

great possibilities.”

Freeboard has been boosted 

in the new boat with a 25-inch 

transom, which, along with a 

16-degree deadrise, makes both 

running and fi shing in big water 

safe and enjoyable — a high-level 

demand by survey respondents. 

(Pathfi nder notes that bay 

boats are seen with increas-

ing frequency in inshore and 

off shore settings, as well as their 

namesake bays.) Fishing is easy 

from its raised casting decks, the 

aft deck shortened to increase 

cockpit space. 

Gear stows unobtrusively, 

thanks to undergunwale rod 

racks with tip tubes, and a pair of 

in-deck storage bins that handle 

fi ve-gallon buckets. Standard 

fore and aft coolers total 122 

quarts. (The 44-quart cooler 

forward of the console can be 

plumbed to become a second 

livewell — joining an aft 48-quart 

standard livewell — a big plus for 

bait anglers.) Above that console 

front seat, a cushioned backrest 

conceals an additional two-box 

tackle-storage area. All of these 

tackle features speak to the most 

experienced survey respondents 

Storage abounds in the 
2005 TRS, along with 
ample dashboard space 
for full electronics.

with the highest expectations for 

convenient access to tackle. 

An optional leaning-post 

backrest can be removed to add 

two more fl ush-mount rod hold-

ers. Two fl ush-mount gunwale 

rod holders are standard, and two 

more are optional, meeting the 

mean expectation for a boat its 

size, as expressed in our survey.

 The 2005 TRS’s console wind-

shield and grab bar fold down for 

easy garage storage — more proof 

that Pathfi nder designed an easy-

to-manage bay-boat package.

MORE INFO

pathfi nderboats.com

Pathfi nder Boats

ON TARGET
Optional second 
livewell meets 

experienced 
baitfi shers’ needs

Closed-foam flotation 
throughout

Additional seating 
beyond two at helm

OWNERS SAY
Perfect size for the wife 

and me

Good performance in 
shallow water

Suitable for both inshore 
and coastal fishing

PATHFINDER 

SAYS
Abundant dry storage 

assists in keeping 
anglers organized and 

the deck clear

Anchor locker 
accommodates fl uke 
anchor and plenty of 

rode with chain

Generous fishing room 
and broad casting decks

in an easy-to-
 trailer package

SPECS
LOA: 20'5"     

Beam: 8'1"     

Fuel Capacity: 51 gal.      

Dry Weight: 2,421 with 
Yamaha F115   

Max HP: 150  

Seating/Weight 
Capacity: 7/1,100 lb.    

Certifi cations: NMMA

READER RESPONSE

“QUALITY BUILT, GREAT RIDE”
BUILDER
BENCHMARK

Survey 
Says:
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”I’ve used Lowrance gear my entire life,
wouldn’t have it any other way.“

Jordan Lee

2017/2018 BassMaster Classic World Champion

NOW AVAILABLE ON

*Number 1 claim based on more professional anglers using Lowrance than all other brands combined.

AMERICA’S NUMBER ONE
FISHFINDING BRAND.

WWW.LOWRANCE.COM



Just over fi fty years ago this 

past year, a half-dozen new 

boats appeared on the waters 

around Flippin, Arkansas: the 

fi rst Rangers. Since then, Ranger 

Boats has launched a veritable, 

and respected, fl otilla.

Ranger Boats now comprises 

an extensive lineup of fi berglass 

and aluminum saltwater and 

freshwater boats.

Along the way, the company 

has pioneered many innovations 

that have become industry stan-

dards, such as leading the way to 

U.S. Coast Guard fl otation stan-

dards with the use of additional 

safety-foam fl otation material. 

Ranger patented the aerated 

livewell to sustain fi sh for post-

tournament release, heralding 

the conservation practice of 

catch-and-release.

Ranger’s fi berglass boats boast 

a patented pultruded fi berglass 

transom, fi berglass knee braces, 

and a fi berglass stringer sys-

tem that dampens engine and 

 rough-water vibration. 

The company says every 

Ranger exemplifi es its fi ve-star 

advantage: quality, performance, 

innovation, safety and resale 

value. 

RANGER 2510 
BAY RANGER
Biggest in its Bay series, the 2510 

Bay Ranger — with a 350 hp rat-

ing and a 97-gallon fuel capacity 

— is also ready for blue water. Its 

Carolina-fl are bow, steep stem V 

and high freeboard make the trip 

a smooth, dry pleasure.

Anglers love the spacious and 

open storage-rich layout. Dual aft 

seats pop up when you need them 

and fold down to become part of 

the casting deck at fi shing time. 

Aft is a crustacean livewell, 

dry storage and ample access to 

mechanicals. 

Gunwales and the transom 

bear a total of eight rod holders 

— more than what 70 percent of 

off shore and 93 percent of in-

shore survey respondents expect. 

Leaning-post and deck-

mounted rod holders are 

complemented by forward 

rod-storage lockers served by 

patented Power Ventilation 

Rod Storage moisture-fi ghting 

ventilation.

The upper station is a 
popular upgrade. LED 
courtesy and spreader 
lights are standard.

That leaning post supports a 

40-gallon aerated tank with dual 

fi ll pumps and a recirculation 

pump; bait or catch stays lively.

The console houses a head 

compartment, and the helm 

welcomes dual 12-inch displays — 

meeting or exceeding minimums 

posted by most of our survey 

respondents. 

A hydraulic, 12-inch  setback 

jack plate and trim tabs are 

 standard; hardtop, second 

 station, shallow-water anchors 

and trolling motor are optional. 

MORE INFO

rangerboats.com

Ranger Boats

ON TARGET
Upright, level fl otation 

exceeds U.S. Coast 
Guard specifi cations

Plenty of rod holders 
and storage

Raw-water and 
freshwater washdown 

comes standard

OWNERS SAY
Inshore and nearshore 
ability, solid build, good 

deck layout

Being able to work all 
the way around the hull 

when fi ghting a fi sh

Wide-open casting decks

RANGER SAYS
The 2510 Bay Ranger 

delivers comfort, 
fishability and peace 

of mind

Solid, one-piece feel 

Swim platform

SPECS
LOA: 24'7"     

Beam: 8'5"     

Fuel Capacity: 97 gal.      

Dry Weight: 3,600 lb. 
plus power     

Max HP: 350      

Certifi cations: NMMA

READER RESPONSE

“EASY TO FISH FROM”
BUILDER
BENCHMARK

Survey 
Says:
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THE EYE CAN SEE

WHEN AS FAR AS

IS CLOSER

THAN YOU THINK

PROWLER 42
RACE INSPIRED,

FISHERMAN DESIRED

RENAISSANCEPROWLER.com | 954.274.6648



Carolina Skiff  is known, the 

company says proudly, as 

“the most durable, versatile, 

stable and economical boat on 

the planet.”  

The market agrees: The com-

pany’s Carolina Skiff , Sea Chaser, 

and Fun Chaser deck boats and 

pontoon boats comprise the 

No. 1 boat brand in retail sales 

of outboard-powered fi berglass 

boats of 24 feet and under. 

Our survey concurs: 

Carolina Skiff  is among the 

top four in ownership among 

our respondents.

The company says its aim is 

to provide the most features and 

best boating available, with top 

value in performance and com-

fort. It does that in variety too: It 

makes more than 60 models of 

pleasure, fi shing, runabout and 

work boats.

Patented box-beam construc-

tion produces a solid, durable, 

nonfl exing and wood-free hull 

warranteed against delamina-

tion or separation for fi ve years, 

excluding improper use. Foam 

fl otation exceeds U.S. Coast 

Guard standards.

SEA CHASER 27HFC
The “HFC” stands for Hybrid 

Fish and Cruise. The “27” des-

ignates its length — the longest 

in the four-boat series that’s be-

come a hit for Sea Chaser, and one 

of four lines under that brand.

Sea Chaser designed HFC 

with both serious fi shermen and 

active families in mind. Standard 

features include stainless-steel 

fold-down cleats and anchor 

chock, LED undergunwale 

lighting, windlass-ready anchor 

storage, built-in lifting eye, LED-

illuminated stainless-steel cup 

holders, tilt steering wheel, and 

digital command link.

There’s a stunning total of 

19 stainless-steel rod holders, all 

but four gunwale- or transom-

mount, well in excess of the six 

that would satisfy 93 percent of 

off shore fi shing survey re-

spondents. There’s rod storage 

under gunwales and in T-top 

rocket launchers.

Other angler-pleasing  features 

include an aft 30-gallon recircu-

lating baitwell (LED-illuminated, 

with navigation lights, courtesy 

lights, storage compartment 

Forward seating includes 
a cocktail table and 
wraparound cushions for 
comfortable cruising.

and compass), leaning post 

with a 40-gallon baitwell (this 

second well exceeds the numeri-

cal preferences of 59 percent of 

survey respondents), and an 

in-fl oor 208-quart fi sh box with 

macerator. Three cabinets — two 

in the bow and one aft — provide 

storage.

The standard powder-coated 

T-top is ready for optional Grand 

Slam or Sport Slam telescopic 

outriggers. There are high-pres-

sure and freshwater washdowns, 

the latter with shower head.

MORE INFO

carolinaskiff.com

Sea Chaser

ON TARGET
Rod holders 

dramatically exceed 
expectations

Flotation exceeds 
U.S. Coast Guard 

requirements

OWNERS SAY
Dry, takes a chop 

very well

Can use the boat 
both in the bay and in 

shallow inshore waters

SEA CHASER 

SAYS
Versatile, dependable, 

affordable

The most in value, 
quality and style

The versatility of the 
HFC will meet all your 

requirements

SPECS
LOA: 27'     

Beam: 9'5"     

Fuel Capacity: 181 gal.      

Dry Weight: 5,288 lb. 
plus power     

Max HP: 500      

Certifi cations: NMMA

READER RESPONSE

“SMOOTH RIDE, LOTS OF ROOM”
BUILDER
BENCHMARK

Survey 
Says:
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BIG WATER CONFIDENCE
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Skeeter’s roots reach 

back a full 70 years, to a 

fl at-bottomed plywood boat 

with tumblehome sides built 

by Holmes Thurmond in 

Shreveport, Louisiana. 

Thurmond called it the Skeeter 

for its mosquito-like needle nose. 

The name and bass-boat concept 

stuck — and Skeeter’s innova-

tions haven’t stopped since.

Skeeter was among the fi rst to 

use fi berglass in boatbuilding; 

in the 1950s, and by the time the 

company moved to Texas in 

the 1960s, it was making com-

plete boats — including trihulls 

— of the new material. 

V-bottom bass boats came 

next, and then fi sh-and-skis, and 

an SX series in the 1980s that’s 

still popular today. Other series — 

including high-power ZX deep-V 

walleye boats, plus saltwater bay 

boats — followed. Yamaha owner-

ship came in 1996, along with 

continued fi shing-boat innova-

tion, for both fresh water and salt.

The company proudly claims 

the fi rst bass boat, fi rst U.S. Coast 

Guard-approved bass boat, 

V-hull pad design, sponson hull 

capability concept, production 

composite bass boat, aluminum 

deck grid system, completely 

closed no-splashwell transom, 

full-length rod box, and Rod Staze 

system.

Today, Skeeter makes bass 

boats, bay boats and deep-V boats.

SKEETER SX2250
That fi rst 1948 Skeeter was a bass 

boat, but, as others have noted, 

it’s not a big jump from that to 

a bay boat — both vessels are at 

home on shallow, often-weedy 

waters.

That’s where the Skeeter 

SX2250 shines — but the boat’s 

at home in bigger waters as well, 

making the transition smoothly 

from bay to nearshore.

Fore and aft decks are roomy 

and storage is massive, with two 

hatches forward, fi sh boxes port 

and starboard (one capable of 

storing four rods up to 9 feet 

long), and more storage beneath 

the rear deck and its jump seats. 

The console bears four vertical 

rod holders on each side. 

The 93 percent of survey 

respondents for whom two 

Add your own electronics 
or choose from optional 
packages to deck out this 
spacious helm.

livewells serve their needs will 

nod in approval at the 35- and 

17-gallon wells: one in the aft 

deck, and the other beneath the 

forward console seat, handy 

to anglers at the bow. Another 

livewell can be added to the 

 leaning post.  

Skeeter built boat trailers are 

an option and electronics are 

to-order. A Minn Kota trolling 

motor, Power Pole shallow-water 

anchor, tabs and jack plate are 

among fi shing-friendly options, 

as are T-top and tower choices. 

MORE INFO

skeeterboats.com

Skeeter Boats

ON TARGET
Baitwells meet 

expectations, with 
options for more

Seating capacity meets 
or exceeds expectations

Rod storage 
matches expectations

OWNERS SAY
Reliable

Versatile — can fi sh 
fl ats or deeper water

Ease of casting

Stable and safe

SKEETER SAYS
Our boats are fast and 
nimble, while resisting 

listing, skipping or 
slipping as they bite 

into every turn

No-corners-cut 
construction

SPECS
LOA: 22'6"     

Beam: 8'4"     

Fuel Capacity: 53 gal.      

Dry Weight: 2,775 lb. 
plus power     

Max HP: 250      

Certifi cations: NMMA

READER RESPONSE

“EASY TO MANEUVER AND COMFORTABLE RIDE”
BUILDER
BENCHMARK

Survey 
Says:
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Unleash the true power of your �sh�nder!  AIRMAR Chirp-ready transducers  

will take your �sh�nder to the next level…superior target resolution and amazing detail  

such as lure tracking and thermoclines…that’s the AIRMAR Chirp advantage.   

Visit AIRMAR.com or call one of our AIRMAR Certi�ed Installers  

to �nd the right transducer for your boat.

, DEFINING CHIRP TECHNOLOGY

The AIRMAR
Chirp Advantage



Yamaha — known for its jet- 

powered boats— is making 

waves again with its newest in the 

line of exclusive center-console 

models. 

Like all of Yamaha’s water-

crafts powered by compact, 

lightweight, robust and fuel-

effi  cient four-stroke engines with 

jet drives, they pop onto plane 

almost instantly, with minimal 

bow rise. No exposed drivetrain 

elements below the hull make 

navigating shallow areas a breeze 

— something inshore fi shermen 

showed high expectations for in 

our survey. 

Yamaha’s Advanced 

Responsive Handling suite 

has been further refi ned: A 

new V-shaped reverse bucket 

side-thrusts water, enhancing 

steering in reverse. The rede-

signed Articulating Keel, moving 

in tandem with jet-pump nozzles, 

enhances tracking and  positive 

steering at speed, without 

increasing drag or vulnerability 

to impact such as a rudder might 

have. No-wake mode adjusts 

engine speed and thrust for travel 

through restricted zones. The 

new three-step anti-corrosion 

coating protects the drive system, 

enhancing durability demanded 

by survey respondents.  

Yamaha’s all-in-one Connext 

helm-control screen system 

 integrates entertainment 

features, operation functions, 

and system information selected 

through LCD touchscreen or 

optional joystick control. 

YAMAHA 190 FSH
This year’s Yamaha 190 FSH, like 

its Sport and Deluxe siblings, 

features a longer, wider deck and 

hull for a more comfortable ride 

and expanded storage space. 

The sporty center-console 

 retains its blend of jet-boat sass 

and serious fi shing-boat savvy,  

with enough room for the family.

At the larger and even more 

casting-friendly bow is cushioned 

seating, anchor locker, livewell 

and, beneath a pair of larger 

hatches, a large storage area. 

The cushioned bench seat and 

console front opens, through an 

enlarged entranceway, to a large 

storage area. 

The 190 FSH’s broad helm has 

Few 19-foot fi shers can 
boast of a changing room 
capable of housing a 
head within.

plenty of space for navigational 

electronics. 

Console rod holders store 

a half-dozen rods; four can be 

stashed beneath gunwales, four 

more in the deck. There’s an 

18-gallon livewell, moved forward 

for easier boat-wide access.

There is access to the  patented 

pump cleanout port under  

 swim-platform seats. The 190 

FSH is a fi sher, but a reboarding 

ladder and towing eye also hint at 

family fun, making everybody a 

happy boater.

MORE INFO

yamahaboats.com

Yamaha Boats 

ON TARGET
True 360-degree 

excess

No exposed drivetrain for 
shallower draft, making 
it a good candidate for 
most inshore fishing 

destinations 

Rod storage — 16 
in all — exceeds 

survey respondents’ 
expectations

Plenty of storage space 
— 526 gallons in all--
conveniently arranged 

for easy access to fishing 
tackle and gear

YAMAHA SAYS
Great for all around 
family fun as well as 

fishing the coast

The highest level of 
freedom achievable on 

the water

1.8-liter PWC-born 
engine and jet drive are 

robust, efficient

Entire back of the boat 
open for unobstructed 

casting, towing, 
swimming, etc. 

Yamaha engineers and 
builds the FSH Series 

from the keel up, making 
your dealer the one-stop 

source for excellent 
customer service

SPECS
LOA: 19'5"     

Beam: 8'2"     

Fuel Capacity: 40 gal.      

Dry Weight: 2,366 lb. 
plus power     

Max HP: N/A     

Certifi cations: NMMA

BUILDER
BENCHMARK

Survey 
Says:
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The road to paradise Isn’t Actually a Road.

                        Where you’re going there are no roads.  

No stop lights. No traffic jams. Because paradise doesn’t have a street address. 

        It’s the water kissing the sky along the horizon. The sun on your face.

Paradise is out there for you to find.

    You just have to pick a Cobia and go. 

www.cobiaboats.com
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E
scape the surly bonds of Earth, to paraphrase 
a pilot’s ditty — it’s pretty much the call of the 
sea for offshore anglers too. Pushing out to sea, 
leaving behind ramps and docks and traffic 
noise and congestion — you see the earth as 
Columbus saw it — and on a good day you 
bloody the deck. The ideal offshore fishing 
boat varies in hull styles, but there are trends 
to what most anglers want their offshore fisher 
to provide them with. Fifty-three percent 

plan to buy center-consoles. Seating needs to accommodate a crew 
of four, according 64 percent of our respondents. On deck, five to 10 
rods are in their arsenal, and 67 percent need holders for them on the 
gunwales. Fifty-nine percent want dry storage for up to 12 of them 
while on the run. While some boatbuilders are creating a necklass of 
rod holders around the deck, 42 percent are happy with six gunwale 
rod holders for fishing. If their boat had only four, though, 13.2 percent 
would spend up to $400 to add two more. To keep the rods rigged, 51 
percent wanted handy  storage for at least four utility boxes in the rig-
ging area of the cockpit. 

OFFSHORE
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78 Blackfin / 80 Boston Whaler / 82 Cobia / 84 Contender / 86 Fountain / 88 Grady-White / 90 Hatteras / 92 Invincible 
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Twenty-nine percent want handy deck storage for six utility tackle 
boxes. If you fish offshore, 43 percent of you fish with live bait quite 
frequently and expect livewells to cover their action. One livewell 
seemed adequate for 57 percent of our respondents, but the rest 
wanted two or three. A good number of our respondents expected 
livewells to keep dozens of baits and many larger fish such as blue 
runners alive all day long. 

Offshore fishing means different things to different anglers. We 
were shocked to hear that 8 percent of our respondents didn’t care if 
they caught a fish at all. That’s just weird.

43 PERCENT OF 
RESPONDENTS 
FISH WITH LIVE 
BAIT VERY 
 FREQUENTLY.

DUAL OUTBOARDS
The reliability of today’s 

 outboards is making more and 

more anglers comfortable on 

one, but dual power is still by 

far the more common power 

 selection for venturing offshore.
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7.3% 24% 32.1% 27.6% 9%

Fewer than 5 years

5 to 9 years

10 to 14 years

15 to 19 years

20 to 29 years

30 to 39 years

40 years or more

Up to 20 feet

21 to 24 feet

25 to 29 feet

30 to 39 feet

40 feet or larger

300 days or more (0.49%)

200 to 299 days (0.99%)

100 to 199 days 

80 to 99 days

60 to 79 days

40 to 59 days

20 to 39 days

10 to 19 days

5 to 9 days

Fewer than 5 days

NUMBER OF YEARS 
EXPERIENCE IN 
OFFSHORE FISHING? 

NUMBER OF DAYS
OFFSHORE RESPONDENTS  
PURSUING PELAGICS

HOW LARGE A 
CENTER-CONSOLE BOAT 
DO  RESPONDENTS 
PLAN TO BUY?
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WHAT READERS WANT

OVER 60 PERCENT FISH FOR PELAGICS; 53 PERCENT WOULD 
MAKE THEIR NEXT BOAT AN OFFSHORE-STYLE CENTER-CONSOLE

OFFSHORE 

F
ew boat types have grown more in 

size, horsepower and popularity than 

off shore-style, outboard-powered center-

console fi shing boats over the past decade. 

A large part of this is due to the great 

popularity of off shore fi shing. Among re-

spondents to our survey, 63 percent have 

been off shore fi shing in the past 

12 months, and 24 percent own off shore-

style center-consoles. Fifty-three percent 

would make their next boat an off shore 

center-console.

The addition of family-friendly ameni-

ties such as bow lounges and comfortable, 

cabinlike console interiors has helped 

spur the surge in popularity, but so have 

ongoing improvements in the  fi shability 

of today’s center-console, including 

1) faster, softer-riding more-effi  cient hulls; 

2) advancements in outboard propulsion 

systems; 3) more bait-kindly livewell 

 capacity; and 4) expansion of rod stowage.

While there are many features to 

 consider, our survey tells us that these 

four rank as critical factors for  boating 

 anglers shopping for a new center- 

console. Let’s take a closer look at each.

HULLS
Advancements in hull design over the 

past few years translate to lighter, faster, 

smoother-riding and  more-effi  cient 

 center-console fi shing boats. 

 Sophisticated new construction methods 

reduce weight as well. 

Refi nement of the effi  cient step hull 

stands out as one of the most signifi -

cant developments, but many off shore 

 center-console boats still eff ectively 

employ conventional deep-V hull 

designs. Grady-White’s state-of-the-art 

SeaV2 variable-deadrise hull is a notable 

 example.

Neither hull type is necessarily better 

than the other, but they are distinctive. 

“Bow rise during hole shot is an inherent 

characteristic of a deep-V hull,” says John 

Caballero, sales and marketing director 

for Miami-based SeaVee Boats, which of-

fers both deep-V and step hulls. 

Most step hulls, on the other hand, use 

two steps to separate the running surface 

into three parts: bow, midsection and 

stern. This, in turn, divides the large pres-

sure wave into a trio of smaller ridges, one 

under each part of the hull, to virtually 

eliminate bow rise during hole shot. 

“With the ridges providing lift at 

three points along the length of the boat, 

Center- 
Consoles

T

FIFTY-THREE  PERCENT 

WOULD MAKE THEIR 

NEXT BOAT AN 

 OFFSHORE CENTER-

CONSOLE

EDITORÕS TIP

For anglers who tow their boats, hull type can infl uence the design of the trailer you need. For example, cat hulls require 

bunks positioned between the sponsons. Cats also tend to rest higher on the trailer than do V-hulls. If you have a step 

hull, the bunk pattern must be carefully designed to support the hulls between the steps. Step hulls also require deeper 

 submersion of the trailer when launching to prevent the steps from snagging the bunks.

By Jim Hendricks
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POWER
Outboard motors have propelled 

 center-consoles since the inception of 

this boat type 58 years ago. Since then, 

outboards from brands such as Evinrude, 

Honda, Mercury, Suzuki and Yamaha have 

progressed mightily. Today, horsepower 

of a single motor ranges upward to 627 

ponies. Reliability and performance of 

all brands have grown, as have ease of 

operation, corrosion resistance and fuel 

efficiency. Little wonder, then, that they 

are such a great match for center-console 

fishing machines.

Whether ordering a production model 

or speccing out a custom-ordered center-

console, you will want the 

boat rigged with power by 

the factory, says Ry Landry, 

product manager for Yamaha, 

which offers outboards up 

to 425 hp in its XTO V-8. 

“This offers assurance that 

the power system operates 

seamlessly and provides the 

best experience for the boat 

owner,” Landry explains. “It 

also means that the choice of 

propellers, engine height on 

the transom, and other rigging 

details will already be dialed in 

when it’s delivered.”

No matter what the 

brand, it is best to choose the 

maximum-rated horsepower, 

Landry says. “You might 

not always use all that horsepower,” he 

says, explaining that you don’t need to 

 constantly pin the throttles. “But it is good 

have that extra power available when you 

need it.”

What’s more, fuel efficiency is often 

better when running a bigger motor at a 

midrange throttle setting than running 

a smaller motor at a higher rpm. Also, 

boats tend to gain weight as they age, a 

 consequence of adding accessories and 

gear. Having the max horsepower helps 

ensure you will always enjoy sufficient 

midrange torque.  

Having the maximum power can 

also bolster the resale value of a boat, 

 especially as engines are introduced 

in subsequent years with greater 

 horsepower. The less horsepower you 

have, the less desirable your 

boat becomes in the resale 

environment.

Boat buyers need to 

consider the entire system — 

not just the engines — when 

specifying outboard power. 

Joystick low-speed steering, 

for example, is becoming more 

of an expectation than an op-

tion, says Lee Gordon, director 

of global communications for 

Mercury Marine, which offers 

outboards up to 400 hp in the 

Verado 400R.

“Mercury’s Joystick Piloting 

for Outboards gives consum-

ers more confidence when 

maneuvering their boats in 

slow-speed situations, such 

as docking,” Gordon says. Added features 

such as Skyhook, Auto-Heading and Route 

Tracking also make fishing easier. With 

Skyhook, for instance, you can anchor a 

boat over a wreck without actually using 

an anchor. 

Electronic throttles, power steering, 

digital displays and networking capa-

bilities render outboards easier to use 

than ever before, and these features 

are often bundled with the motor. For 

example, Evinrude’s E-TEC G2 outboards, 

which range upward to 300 hp, include 

e lectronic throttle and shift and power 

steering. New systems, such as Evinrude’s 

iTrim and Mercury’s Active Trim, can 

trim a boat automatically. And now multi-

function engine displays, like Evinrude’s 

ICON or Mercury’s VesselView, eliminate 

the need for multiple analog gauges. Even 

better, engines can be networked with 

 onboard multifunction screens, giving 

more functional display options. 

LIVEWELLS
The ability to keep bait alive and 

healthy in livewells ranks as one of the 

top  considerations among our survey 

respondents when it comes to selecting 

T
EDITOR’S TIP
To ensure that your outboard power delivers optimal performance, fuel efficiency and reliability, adhere strictly to the 

 manufacturer’s break-in schedule. Proper break-in is critical to overall durability. Avoid pushing the outboard too hard during 

this period, but also do not overly coddle the engine. Both can be detrimental. Read the manual carefully to make sure you 

break in your outboard power the right way.   

Computer-aided design has resulted in 

far-better boats being presented to an-

glers. With CAD, engineers can see how 

their hulls and accessories work together.

BOATS TEND TO GAIN 
WEIGHT AS THEY AGE, 
A CONSEQUENCE OF 
ADDING ACCESSORIES 
AND GEAR.WHAT READERS WANT

86 PERCENT 

OF SURVEY 

RESPONDENTS 

HAVE OUT-

BOARD POWER 

ON THEIR 

BOATS; 54 

PERCENT OWN 

TWO OR MORE 

ENGINES 
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* Torque claim based on BRP-conducted dynamometer testing of Evinrude E-TEC G2 150 H.O., Yamaha 150 SHO® and Mercury 150  

 FourStroke. Actual torque dependent on engine model.

White knuckle power. No engine gives you more of it, and with more 

precision. The Evinrude® E-TEC® G2® delivers up to 30% more 

torque*, exactly when and where you need. Get on plane quicker, 

with the power to push you back into your seat. Navigate the open 

water with the strength to muscle over big waves. Pull skiers or 

tubes in a boat full of friends without breaking a sweat. The precisely 

powerful E-TEC G2. Only for the power hungry.

THE POWER

TO OWN 
THE WATER



a new fishing boat. Forty percent use live 

bait when  pursuing offshore species, and 

45 percent use live bait for bottomfish. 

From ballyhoo, blue runners, goggle-eyes 

and mackerel, to pilchards, sardines, 

speedos and threadfins, live bait is an im-

portant element aboard an offshore-style 

center-console fishing boat. 

You need to pamper your bait and 

keep it from bloodying its nose on hard 

surfaces. To minimize inherent sloshing 

that jostles bait, a livewell should be taller 

than it is wide. 

A rounded column shape also promotes 

“milling” — the tendency of the bait to 

swim in a relaxed circle. Oval works well 

too.

 Pressurizing the livewell also 

 minimizes sloshing. This requires a pump 

and plumbing that slightly overfills the 

well, and a compression hatch latched to 

keep water from spilling onto the deck. 

A clear hatch lets you to check the bait 

without opening the top.

More-advanced livewells have the side 

drain at the top, plumbed overboard on 

the outside of the tank. It works better 

than a standpipe and eliminates a place 

for bait to hide.

Transom livewells are easy to 

 access while fishing in the stern; some 

 center-consoles have one, others have 

two in this area. Another common and ef-

ficient location for livewells is behind the 

leaning post. Both take advantage of the 

softer-riding part of the boat. A well under 

the aft deck is a common option, allowing 

you to dramatically increase bait capacity 

and making an easy place to purse the net. 

For livewells ranging from 

20 to 32 gallons, look for a fill 

time of six to eight minutes, 

while tanks ranging 33 to 50 

gallons should fill in eight to  

12 minutes. Fresh water should 

enter from the upper portion 

of the tank to avoid stirring 

sediment shed by the bait.

The most advanced livewell 

systems use pump boxes to 

eliminate aeration, which can 

kill bait. Eliminating aeration 

is especially critical with step 

hulls that naturally introduce 

air under the hull. Pump 

boxes immerse bilge pumps 

in seawater and bleed off air 

through a vent at the top of the box so 

the pump can deliver aeration-free water 

to livewells.

Lights in the tank may help bait more 

safely mill about, but they definitely help 

anglers net bait with a minimum of distur-

bance. A clear livewell lid keeps bait calm 

and eliminates the rush to the bottom of 

the tank when an opaque lid is opened.

ROD STOWAGE
Having a sufficient number 

of rod holders stands as a key 

factor when buying a boat. 

Rod capacity is particularly 

critical on a center-console 

designed for bluewater fish-

ing, and 62 percent of the 

 respondents in our survey 

carry up to 11 rods, and 19 

percent carry 11 or more.  

“Offshore fishing is more 

tackle and equipment inten-

sive, and the gear tends to be 

larger than that for inshore 

fishing,” says Charlie John-

son, director of marketing for 

Maverick Boat Group, which 

includes the Cobia brand. “Offshore rods 

and reels are often bigger, and you usually 

carry more in anticipation of a variety of 

opportunities, like seeing a school of dol-

phin (mahi) while you’re wreck-fishing,” 

Johnson explains.

Gunwale rod holders need to be 

reserved for trolling, not stowage. Rods 

in gunwale rod holders are subject to 

SWIVELING ROD HOLDERS

Nearly all saltwater rod holders feature a 

crossbar at the bottom of the tube that en-

gages the gimbal on a rod butt to lock the rod 

in position and prevent it from spinning. That 

covers about 90 percent of fishing situations. 

But sometimes you want a rod to swivel so 

it can align with a drift bait or follow a blue 

marlin that inhales a trolling lure and then 

races ahead of the boat. The answer is a swivel 

insert. Available from brands such C.E. Smith, 

Dozer and Tigress for as little as $35, the swiv-

els drop into the rod-holder tube and engage 

with the crossbar at the bottom. The top of the 

swivel has a crossbar of its own that engages 

the rod gimbal but allows the rod to swivel 

inside the tube. Anglers who deep-drop with 

electric reels can also use swivel inserts so the 

rod is allowed to follow the angle of the line 

while the motorized reel operates. This helps 

reduce the possibility of line fraying, especially 

when using roller guides and tip-tops.

WHAT READERS WANT

61 PERCENT 

RANKED SUF-

FICIENT WATER 

CAPACITY 

AS THE MOST 

IMPORTANT 

FACTOR IN A 

LIVEWELL FOR 

LARGER BAITS
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drenching, corrosion-inducing spray 
while underway, which is considered 
dé classé in some angling circles.  

“One of the best places to stow rods 
is along the sides of the center console 
 itself,” SeaVee’s Caballero says. “This 
keeps them out of the way yet  convenient 
to access.” To maximize the number of 
vertical rod holders along the console, 
SeaVee uses a front-entry to the console 
interior (as opposed to a side door) and 
equips many boats with Key West-style 
tops that narrow forward of the helm to 
allow for taller rods.

Rocket launchers in the rigging station 
aft of the leaning post are another option. 
Angled slightly aft, these rod holders are 
also convenient to access, but stowed rods 
can interfere with backcasts for anglers 

fishing in the aft cockpit. Rod holders on 
the aft edge of a T-top or hardtop are less 
likely to interfere with casting, but you 

often need to stand on a seat or gunwale  
to stow or retrieve a rod and reel.  

Most new offshore center-console 
 fishing boats have full transoms 
 separating the aft cockpit from the 
integral outboard bracket and splashwell. 
This provides a place to add easy-to-
access vertical rod holders. Nicknamed 

“shotgun” rod holders, they are ideal 
for stowage or for adding a centerline 
to the spread.  Surprisingly, 43 percent 
of survey  respondents said they need 
lockable rod stowage on their boats, but 
most boats have some. Boston Whaler’s 
350 Outrage, for example, features lock-
able stowage for up to six rod-and-reel 
outfits under the forward console lounge. 
Larger  center-console boats often have 
dedicated rod stowage inside the console 
itself. Scout’s 380 LXF, for instance, has 
a  vertical rack for five rods inside the 
 locking cabinlike console interior.   

“ONE OF THE BEST 

PLACES TO STOW 

RODS IS ALONG THE 

SIDES OF THE CENTER 

CONSOLE  ITSELF.” 

Side doors are becoming almost com-

monplace in center-consoles over 30 feet 

long. Boston Whaler’s unsinkable design 

gets high marks for safety in our survey.

T
EDITOR’S TIP

Some rod holders can do more than hold rods. For example, Mate Series offers gunwale rod holders that double as recessed 

drink holders. Many new boats offer these not only along the gunwales, but also abaft the leaning post. Made to accommo-

date a foam koozie, the heavy-duty polished stainless-steel models come in a choice of 30-, 15- or zero-degree tube angles. 

Tubes with drain fittings for boats with enclosed inwales are also available.

BOAT BUYERS GUIDE 2019 |  OFFSHORE | 71 
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WHAT READERS WANT

OF THOSE SURVEYED, 21 PERCENT ARE CURRENTLY IN THE 
 MARKET FOR A WALKAROUND-STYLE BOAT

WALKAROUNDS

W
alkaround designs combine the 

fi shability of a center-console with 

the amenities of a forward cabin, and are 

especially versatile boats for those who 

enjoy fi shing and cruising, with the oc-

casional overnight trip thrown in for good 

measure. The walkaround design enables 

anglers or crewmembers to easily access 

the bow area, whether for fi ghting a large 

game fi sh around the boat or anchoring 

up on a wreck or reef. A full windshield 

or similar enclosure provides good 

 protection from the elements. 

ACCOMMODATIONS
Walkarounds off er more in the way of 

creature comforts than center-consoles. 

Grady-White is a mainstay of the category, 

building very popular walkaround- and 

express-cabin designs from 20 to 37 feet. 

Each model shares a few  important 

similarities, including an enclosed head 

for privacy, plus sleeping arrangements 

for at least two people. Another popular 

walkaround, the Boston Whaler 345 

 Conquest, off ers the Dynamic Cabin 

System — a forward-berth dining table 

that seats six adults and converts into a 

queen-size bed with the push of a button. 

Several of our survey respondents said 

their favorite feature of a walkaround-

style boat was the ability to get out of the 

weather, a defi nite plus for this design.

FISHABILITY
With their relatively large cockpits, 

walkaround boats are outstanding for all 

kinds of fi shing, from off shore trolling and 

live-baiting to wreck and bottomfi shing. 

Most brands will feature plenty of built-

in tackle storage, eliminating the need 

to bring additional gear with you each 

morning. Livewells are another important 

consideration, depending on the style of 

fi shing—69 percent of those surveyed said 

that one livewell was suffi  cient for their 

style of fi shing. When not in use, livewells 

can also be used for additional storage for 

items such as fenders and dock lines.

PERFORMANCE
Outboards in single, twin or triple 

 confi gurations provide impressive 

performance, notably in the Intrepid 375 

Walkaround, which has a twin-stepped-

hull design and a hardcore off shore pedi-

gree. Combine outboard propulsion with 

one of the new joystick piloting packages, 

and dockside maneuverability is greatly 

improved as well. Even novices will have 

no problem negotiating a busy fuel dock. 

When asked for the reasons why they 

fi sh, 80 percent of our survey’s respon-

dents said it was to enjoy nature and the 

outdoors, with 79 percent saying it was for 

the fun and recreation. Few boats on the 

water can meet those needs more than a 

well-built walkaround. 

Fish and 
Snooze

Walkarounds have a forward cabin and a 

walkway around the foredeck, allowing 

an angler to chase large fi sh.

OUTFIT YOUR WALKAROUND

Here are a few options to consider, whether 

you’re purchasing a new walkaround or 

 refi tting a previously owned boat. 

Outriggers and downriggers: The ability to 

spread out the fi shing lines across the surface 

and into the depths below can mean the differ-

ence between a full fi sh box and a fi sh story. If 

possible, the outriggers should be mounted to 

the top of the boat rather than the gunwales so 

they don’t interfere with access to the bow. 

Windlass: If you spend much time anchored 

up, having the ability to retrieve the anchor with 

the push of a button is worth the investment. 

Generator or inverter: Larger boats have 

room for a generator to provide onboard AC 

power for items such as microwave ovens, 

 air-conditioning units and more. Smaller boats 

can get by with an inverter system. 

Additional rod holders: Whether across 

the aft edge of the top, on the transom or else-

where, be sure to include plenty of rod storage. 

By Sam White

Up to 20 feet

21 to 24 feet

25 to 29 feet

30 to 39 feet

40 feet or larger723 36 30 3
7.3% 24% 32.1% 27.6% 9%

HOW LARGE A 

WALKAROUND 

BOAT DO 

 RESPONDENTS 

PLAN TO BUY?
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D E S I G N E D  B Y  F I S H E R M E N .  B U I L T  F O R  L I F E . 

212 CC
242 CC 272CC242 DC 332 CC272DC

B L A C K F I N B O A T S . C O M

THE LEGEND LIVES ON
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WHAT READERS WANT

AESTHETICS, INTERIOR LAYOUT AND FUEL ECONOMY RANKED 
HIGHEST AMONG OUR RESPONDENTS 

DUAL-CONSOLES

A
dual-console boat is laid out just 

as the name implies, with the helm 

forward and usually off set to starboard, 

and a second console to port. A walk-

through arrangement in the windshield 

allows passengers to access the bow area, 

with plenty of additional wraparound 

seating or lounging room. This style of 

boat is usually considered a multipurpose 

runabout that is just as capable of pulling 

a wakeboarder or cruising as it is fi shing. 

However, the new breed of dual-console 

designs from brands such as Cobia, 

Everglades, Grady-White, Scout and 

others has greatly expanded the fi shing 

side, making them capable performers. 

LAYOUT
The dual-console’s cockpit is quite similar 

to that of a walkaround. Without the 

need to work around a large console and 

leaning post on the centerline, anglers 

can comfortably troll or bottomfi sh with 

ease. Nearly all of these models feature aft 

seating that fl ips down to accommodate 

passengers but that can also be quickly 

stowed out of the way when the fi shing 

action turns on. A full windshield gives 

this design good protection from the ele-

ments. And since everyone stays inside the 

boat, even when moving forward to the 

bow, there is much less chance for small 

children to fi nd their way overboard from 

inadvertently slipping on a slick gunwale. 

The larger models also off er enclosed 

heads for privacy, plus numerous other 

family-friendly amenities. 

FISHABILITY
Livewells, tackle storage and other 

 fi shing-friendly features are also fi nding 

their way into these sport-utility boats. 

For example, Boston Whaler’s Vantage 

dual-consoles have an optional fi shing 

package that includes a lighted 19-gallon 

livewell, transom-mounted rod holders, 

and a raw-water washdown that’s perfect 

for keeping the decks clean in between 

bites. The Scout 275 Dorado — the largest 

in its dual-console fl eet — has a layout that 

includes port and starboard fi sh boxes in 

the deck. With its built-in tackle storage, 

a 25-gallon aft livewell, both raw-water 

and freshwater washdowns, and plenty of 

rod storage, it’s also a capable performer. 

Grady-White has been building dual-

console boats since 1979, and currently 

has nine diff erent models in its lineup, as 

large as 37 feet. They include many stan-

dard and optional features inherent to the 

brand, including large in-deck fi sh boxes, 

lighted livewells and plenty of rod stor-

age. Fold up the  seating, and the cockpit 

becomes a supremely workable space for 

casting, trolling or bottomfi shing.

And while few dual-consoles will be 

found on the distant off shore-fi shing 

grounds, these designs perfectly fi ll the 

family-fi shing niche. With 73 percent 

of our survey’s respondents saying 

they fi sh primarily in inshore waters, 

and 72  percent targeting the nearshore 

and coastal regions, a dual-console is a 

 near-perfect fi t for family fun. 

A WALK-THROUGH 
WINDSHIELD OFFERS 
PROTECTION FROM 
THE ELEMENTS, WITH 
ACCESS TO THE BOW.

Dual-consoles mimic freshwater bow 

riders, but with more-durable accomoda-

tions and serious fi shing features.

Forward 
Comfort
By Sam White

11.8% 31.3% 35.3% 19.6% 2%

HOW LARGE A 
 DUAL- CONSOLE BOAT 
DO  RESPONDENTS 
PLAN TO BUY?

Up to 20 feet

21 to 24 feet

25 to 29 feet

30 to 39 feet

40 feet or larger
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FISH ON

Tour the all-new CABO 41 at the new Miami 

Yacht Show location on Biscayne Bay.

February 14−18, 2019

www.caboRSVP.com
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Hatteras, Cabo, and others generally have 

an excellent brand reputation and are 

constructed of highly durable fi berglass 

using a series of molds. Custom boats, 

on the other hand, are individually built 

to the owner’s specifi cations, some using 

fi berglass-over-wood cold-molded con-

struction techniques. Both styles also may 

incorporate lightweight composite cores 

or even exotic materials such as carbon 

fi ber in their construction. 

FISHABILITY
With spacious cockpits, these are 

 unparalleled fi shing machines, able to 

 incorporate full-size fi ghting chairs in the 

largest boats and rocket launchers in even 

the smallest of inboards. They generally 

have larger outriggers, able to spread the 

lines across a wide swath of oceanic real 

estate, and most will have large fi sh boxes 

in either the transom or deck for the catch 

of the day. And with their inboard engines 

set far apart and swinging proportionate-

ly large propellers, these boats can spin 

and maneuver on a dime, matching even 

the swiftest marlin or game fi sh move for 

move. Among the attributes most favored 

by our survey respondents, ease of opera-

tion with single-lever controls ranked 

high, as did the easy access to electronics.  

ACCOMMODATIONS 
With room for a full-size generator, 

most inboard boats will feel like home, 

with air conditioning, a spacious galley 

with cooktop and/or microwave oven, 

and even high-defi nition home-theater 

televisions and sound systems. And while 

they can also be found on smaller center- 

consoles, large sport-fi shers are more 

often equipped with a Seakeeper gyro-

stabilizer, further adding to the already 

high comfort level. For chasing off shore 

game fi sh, it’s hard to beat the amenities 

and fi shability of an inboard-powered 

sport-fi sher. 

WHAT READERS WANT

IN OUR SURVEY, 23 PERCENT OF RESPONDENTS ARE CURRENTLY 
INTERESTED IN PURCHASING AN INBOARD-POWERED BOAT

INBOARDS

For serious off shore duty, it’s hard 

to beat an inboard-powered 

sport- fi sherman. With a pair of heavy-

duty  diesel engines thrumming away 

 belowdecks, these boats are unmatched 

for reliability, long range and overall 

comfort, either in convertible or express 

design confi gurations.

A primary consideration for inboard-

powered boats is whether to choose a 

production or custom boat. Production 

boats such as those from Viking, Bertram, 

Home 
Away 

COMPARATIVE COMFORT
In our survey, sport-fi shers ranked higher 

than center-consoles in overall comfort. The 

ability to enjoy a fully enclosed salon — com-

pletely out of the elements and with plenty 

of ice-cold air conditioning — was a defi nite 

plus with our survey participants, as was a 

well-situated galley for preparing hot meals, 

and staterooms for overnight trips. This is 

especially true in fi sheries where multiday 

trips are popular, including the Northeast and 

in the Caribbean, where the crew can remain 

aboard for several days at a time while fi shing 

or island-hopping.

Large center-consoles continue to gain 

in popularity — thanks in large part to their 

speed as well as higher-horsepower outboard 

engines and good all-around fi shability. How-

ever, in our survey, inboard-powered boats 

remain a top choice in the market because of 

their overall higher levels of comfort. 

WITH THEIR ENGINES 
SET FAR APART AND 
LARGE PROPELLERS, 
THESE BOATS CAN 
SPIN ON A DIME.

By Sam White

Get there a little slower and do it in more 

comfort. And when you fi sh, the whole 

crew can join in the action in the cockpit.

Up to 20 feet

21 to 24 feet

25 to 29 feet

30 to 39 feet

40 feet or larger4820 34 34 
3.9% 7.76% 20.34% 34% 34%

HOW LARGE 
AN INBOARD 
BOAT DO 
 RESPONDENTS 
PLAN TO BUY?
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Factory installed with

THE ALL NEW

HYPER HYBRID...
IT’S CRAZY 
COOL!
NAUTICSTAR’S 

251 HYBRID

Some photos shown with optional equipment

Call (662) 200-4664 or visit our website:

NauticStarBoats.com

With its sleek lines  

and stylish contours, the new 

251 Hybrid o�ers a fresh new look and 

a 25 foot addition to the NauticStar Hybrid lineup. 

This unique multi-purpose vessel o�ers the perfect size and 

features for a family friendly pleasure boat and a tournament ready 

�shing platform. If you need a serious �shing machine for yourself or a boat  

with enough room for a large crowd, the 251 Hybrid is the boat for you!  

Check out all the incredible features of the 251 on our website and design the boat of your dreams.

NAUTICSTAR’S MOST 
INNOVATIVE AND 

VERSATILE BOAT YET! 



Acquired by Seabring Marine 

Inc., Blackfi n brand has 

undergone a complete trans-

formation while retaining its 

tradition of toughness and 

reliability 

Blackfi n prides itself on 

 making yacht-grade boats for 

serious fi shing, comfortable 

family time, and fun on the water. 

Blackfi n plans to add the 242DC 

to the Blackfi n model lineup this 

spring with a 382CC on the draw-

ing board as well.

 The fi shermen-designed boats 

boast a freeboard with bolsters, 

clear-acrylic-wall fl ow-through 

baitwells, carbon-tech solid-

composite running surface, and 

other elite fi shing features.

Families are far from 

 neglected: Each boat has a swim 

platform, and abundant and 

 comfortable seating (custom-

made in-house), including 

cushioned bow upholstery 

with removable backrests and 

 fl ip-down transom seating. 

The self-bailing deep-V 

hulls bear hidden oversize 

scuppers, exhibit a broad 

Carolina-style fl air, and off er 

more interior depth than most 

boats in their class. Among 

 new-owner   assurances is a 

 lifetime structural hull warranty.

BLACKFIN 332 CC
Atop a stepped hull designed by 

Michael Peters Yacht Design, the 

new Blackfi n 332 CC provides 

what the company calls one of the 

smoothest rides in its class. 

The 332’s standard features 

include an anchor windlass; a side 

dive/boarding door; fi berglass 

hardtop with windshield, power 

vent, and LED overhead and 

spreader lights; toilet with elec-

tric holding tank; and trim tabs. 

Just as 37 percent of center-

console survey respondents 

requested, the 332 CC comes 

standard with a pair of insu-

lated baitwells. Each has a 

cutting-board lid, lighting and a 

see-through face. The transom 

well holds 35 gallons — great for 

the 71 percent of center-console 

survey respondents who are big-

bait fans  — and the leaning post is 

a still-generous 20 gallons. 

A pair of 100-gallon insu-

lated in-fl oor fi sh boxes with 

Dual livewells and 
ample tackle storage 
in the cockpit make it a 
 hardcore fi sher.

macerated pump-outs awaits the 

catch. 

The leaning post features two 

pullout 45-quart Yeti coolers, a 

pair of stainless-steel sinks, and 

tons of tackle storage. 

Fifty-eight percent of center-

console boaters surveyed asked 

for six or more gunwale rod hold-

ers; they’ve got six here, plus four 

shotgun holders on the transom. 

Rods store under the starboard 

gunwale, and within port and 

starboard coamings, plus six 

more on the hardtop.

MORE INFO

blackfi nboats.com

Blackfi n Boats

ON TARGET
Seating exceeds 

expectations

Generous bait capacity, 
fish storage

Structural foam 
fl otation

OWNERS SAY
Beautiful lines, is a 

great ride, and handles 
effortlessly 

Solid construction

Seakeeping ability

Seaworthy and 
economical 

offshore boat

BLACKFIN 

SAYS
Reimagined, legendary 

boats with rugged design 
and stylish looks for 

family fun and cruising.

Both solid and fast; 
the most versatile 

experience possible

Lifetime hull 
structural warranty

Standard-equipment list 
includes many features, 
like a windlass, that are 
options on most boats

SPECS
LOA: 33'2"     

Beam: 10'6"     

Fuel Capacity: 315 gal.      

Dry Weight: 10,500 lb. 
plus power     

Max HP: 900      

Certifi cations: NMMA

READER RESPONSE

“THE [BLACKFIN] RIDE IN ALL KINDS OF WEATHER IS UNBELIEVABLE”
BUILDER
BENCHMARK

Survey 
Says:
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M605

BRING ON 

THE AWARDS.THE AWARDS.Best Marine VHF

2017+2018
Award Winner

©2019 Icom America Inc. The Icom logo is a registered trademark of Icom Inc. 20919

BRING IT ON.

Visit www.icomamerica.com/bringitonM605

for additional features and specs.



S
urvey respondents called 

their top priority an un-

sinkable boat. Well, that’s been 

the Boston Whaler way since 

it introduced the concept six 

decades ago.

Then Whaler — with more 

boats represented in our survey 

than any other brand and at the 

top of the plan-to-buy list — 

took it further, merging comfort 

and fishing features in seven 

boat lines.

Boston Whaler Sport and 

Super Sport models are load-

and-go ready, family-friendly, 

easy to trailer and park, and 

simple, safe and fun to operate. 

The classic Whaler Montauk, 

one of the most popular center-

console boats ever, claims 

shallow draft, quick planing, 

and dry and stable riding. 

Dauntless center-consoles 

excel at both fishing and wa-

tersports. They have pedestal 

fishing seats, while an optional 

All-Activity Tower particularly 

serves watersports fans.

Boston Whalers’ Vantage line 

features the space and ability 

for offshore cruising, fishing 

and watersports and handles 

rough salt water, whether 

docked at home or at a five-star 

restaurant.

Fishing-focused Conquests 

also offer premium seating that 

turns the cockpit into a dining 

space. A cabin with enclosed 

head, galley and entertainment 

zone urges overnighting.

The new Realm line offers 

the open-cockpit versatility 

of a center-console and the 

comforts of a cabin cruiser for 

fishing, diving, entertaining and 

far-flung travel. 

The Outrage family boasts 

huge livewells, in-floor fish 

 boxes and an integrated hardtop. 

280 OUTRAGE 

Boston Whaler’s 280 Outrage 

is a big, flexible boat ready 

for serious fishing, thrilling 

READER RESPONSE

“STABLE AND  

SEAWORTHY”

water-sports or pleasant 

cruising. 

Features include a large, open 

bow with spacious lounge and 

forward seating that inspires in-

teraction — helping the boat far 

exceed the boat-wide minimum 

two- to six-seat capacity that 

93 percent of center-console 

survey respondents requested. 

Within the forward  console 

seat is a massive storage 

compartment ready for tons 

of fishing tackle — or tanks and 

gear for dive time.

At the helm, behind a 

tempered-glass windshield, 

is cutting-edge Mercury 

 instrumentation, and available 

Raymarine navigation. 

Anglers and watersports fans 

both will appreciate a premium 

hardtop package that includes 

five rod holders, speakers, 

floodlights and life-jacket 

storage. Optional deluxe helm 

seating includes an adjustable 

captain’s chair and a stationary 

Boston Whaler
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— is beneath the forward 

console seat.

The stern deck bears four rod 

holders, meeting the  minimum 

demand of 70 percent of  inshore 

anglers.

Bow seating features fl ip-up 

backrests and underseat stor-

age. A central locker under the 

foredeck is fl anked by two more.

Over the console, the tower 

design is called the Pro Angler’s 

Tower, with enhanced visibility 

for the captain thanks to an up-

per station. Within the console, 

a large compartment with easy 

access houses a head.

Other options for creating 

your own dream fi shing boat 

include shallow-water anchors, 

trolling motor and jack plate.

Hardcore fi shing and 

 convenient cruising abound.

MORE INFO

bostonwhaler.com

companion seat.

Aft, a comfortable bench 

folds away to make room for fi sh 

fi ghting — something surer to 

happen thanks to a deluxe lean-

ing post with bait-prep area, 

30-gallon livewell, three large 

fi sh boxes and more.

240 DAUNTLESS PRO
The 240 Dauntless Pro lets 

anglers step up their inshore 

or off shore game —generally, 

as well as onto its massive bow 

casting deck and elevated 

second station — without 

 sacrifi cing comfort. 

Fishing features include 

a no-step stern casting deck 

with storage and 38-gallon 

center livewell (and removable 

cushions and pop-in seatbacks). 

A second livewell — meeting or 

exceeding the demands of the 

34 percent of survey respon-

dents who say one isn’t enough 

ON TARGET
Plenty of bait space 

within multiple 
baitwells

Abundant cockpit space 
and fishability

Helm seating meets or 
exceeds expectations

OWNERS SAY
Fuel efficient and able 

to get shallow for 
inshore species

The closest a big 
center-console could 
get to a sport-fi sher

Great for fishing 
and cruising

BOSTON 

WHALER SAYS
Safest, easiest to own, 
most exciting boats on 

the water

The Unsinkable Legend

Consistent awards and 
accolades from people 

who know

SPECS

280 OUTRAGE
LOA: 28'  

Beam: 9'4"     

Fuel Capacity: 186 gal.      

Dry Weight: 6,200 lb. 
plus power     

Max HP: 700 

Certifi cations: NMMA

240 
DAUNTLESS 

PRO

LOA: 24'8"  

Beam: 8'6"     

Fuel Capacity: 90 gal.      

Dry Weight: 3,300 lb. 
plus power     

Max HP: 350 

Certifi cations: NMMA

Survey 
Says:



C obia has been part of the 

Maverick Boat Group  family 

for fourteen years and along with 

siblings Hewes and Pathfi nder 

prides itself on being a quality 

company with quality people 

building  quality products. 

That commitment is seen in 

such brand-wide attributes as 100 

percent wood-free construction 

(avoiding a key buyer remorse 

woe revealed in our survey: wood 

rot); double-clamped and -sealed 

hoses and fi ttings; pressure-test-

ed, epoxy-coated aluminum fuel 

tanks; and everything checked 

through a 300-point quality- 

assurance program. 

Each  boat’s design begins with 

a clear goal and set of criteria 

aimed at its intended use. The de-

sign process fl ows backward from 

that goal, with the assistance 

of  serious anglers, committed 

 boaters and skilled craftsmen. It’s 

not just a great boat; it’s a superb 

boat, is built to industry-leading 

American Boat and Yacht Council 

standards. 

According to our survey, more 

than one-third of Cobia own-

ers have owned their boats for 

seven years or more, higher than 

 industry average.

COBIA 240 CC
Take the proven hull of the cher-

ished Cobia 237 CC, create atop 

it a new deck even friendlier to 

both the tournament fi sher and 

his or her family, and you’ve got 

Cobia’s new 240 Center Console.

The cockpit’s bow-to-stern 

level fl oor makes it the survey-

desired 360-degree-access 

setting in which to wage a war 

with the biggest of fi sh (or frolic 

with the cruising family.) That 

carbon-fi ber beam-reinforced 

deck houses a pair of 40-gallon 

insulated fi sh boxes ready for the 

catch of the day. Bait stays frisky 

in the 28-gallon livewell near 

the tackle station. Aft foldaway 

bench seating is standard.

Family time? A forward-entry 

walk-down head is a sure pleaser. 

Rain and spray are vanquished 

with an optional three-sided 

full windshield with wiper and 

vent, assisting in accomplish-

ing the dry ride valued by survey 

respondents; add a hardtop (with 

additional rod holders) if you 

Ample helm space for 
large electronic; plenty of 
rod stowage in hard top 
and leaning post.

like. The whole gang will cheer 

for the cup holders and USB 

ports throughout the boat.

The hull? Fans of its parent, 

the 237 CC, know it for its com-

fortable open-water running 

— the most frequent demand of 

center-console boaters — and 

for fuel effi  ciency. Rated for up 

to 300 hp, the 240 CC scoots 

along at 44 mph ahead of a pair 

of Yamaha F115s, thrifty at 3 mpg 

at 27 mph. It's range is 375 miles 

at that speed, thanks to a fuel ca-

pacity of 125 gallons.

MORE INFO

cobiaboats.com

Cobia Boats

ON TARGET
Seaworthy, comfortable 

ride

Livewell for several 
dozen baits

Foldaway aft seating 
for comfortable 

cruising or passage to 
the fi shing grounds

Meets owner desire 
for no-wood, rot-free 

construction

Forward coaming pads 
convert to lounge 
seatbacks, further 
expanding seating 

comfort

Generous standards

OWNERS SAY
Love livewell and 
(optional) T-top

COBIA SAYS
Proven hull, 

contemporary deck 
layout with a no-step 

transition from aft deck 
to foredeck

Solid feel

Low maintenance, even 
years down the line

Safe, reliable

SPECS
LOA: 23'7"     

Beam: 8'10"     

Fuel Capacity: 125 gal.      

Dry Weight: 3,500 lb. 
plus power     

Max HP: 300 

Seating/Weight 

Capacity: 8/1,700 lb.     

Certifi cations: NMMA

READER RESPONSE

"FLEXIBILITY FOR FISHING AND COMFORTS FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY"
BUILDER
BENCHMARK

Survey 
Says:
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HX100 HX890HX210HX300 HX40 HX870

The Best Lineup in Marine Communications.

GX1400/GX1400G GX1800 GX2200 GX6000

Standard Horizon Family of Products

HX100 – Floating 2.5 Watt Handheld VHF  Twin-Pack

HX300 – Floating 5 Watt Handheld VHF with USB Charger

HX210 – Floating 6 Watt Handheld VHF with FM Radio

HX40   – Ultra Compact 6 Watt Handheld VHF with FM Radio 

HX870 – Floating 6 Watt Handheld VHF / GPS

HX890 – Floating 6 Watt Handheld VHF / GPS with FM Radio

Eclipse Series GX1400 – Fixed Mount VHF

Eclipse Series GX1400G – Fixed Mount VHF / GPS

Explorer Series GX1800 – Fixed Mount VHF with Second Station Capability 

Explorer Series GX1800G – Fixed Mount VHF / GPS with Second Station Capability

Explorer Series GX1850 – Fixed Mount VHF / NMEA2000 with Second Station 

Capability

Matrix Series GX2200 – Fixed Mount VHF / GPS / AIS with 30W PA/Hailer and  

Second Station Capability

Quantum Series GX6000 – Commercial Grade Fixed Mount VHF / AIS / NMEA2000  

and Wired or Wireless Second Station Capability

www.standardhorizon.com   800.366.8431

Nothing Takes to Water Like Standard Horizon



F
or 35 years, the company 

founded by South Florida 

boater, saltwater fisherman and 

conservationist Joe Neber has 

been building hardcore fishing 

boats focused on fishability, 

comfort, range and speed.

He’s had help: Contender 

buyers select many features 

of their boats — engines, 

 leaning posts, offshore fishing 

 towers, rod holders, outriggers, 

livewells, transducer, GPS, 

and other custom sport-fishing 

items. 

Simply, you help build the 

fishing boat of your dreams.

The Homestead, Florida, 

company makes fishing boats 

24 to 39 feet long. Contender 

One was the top center-console 

in Bluewater Movement’s 

2017 Quest for the Crest — one 

victory in a long history of 

 successful tournament fishing 

in Contenders.

Contender cheerfully and 

confidently avers that whatever 

your level of fishing expertise, 

“you’re starting with the unfair 

advantage of a Contender 

 fishing boat.”

CONTENDER 25 BAY

Florida Bay and Biscayne Bay 

are among the watery inspira-

tions for the Contender 25 Bay. 

The company says, “A 

Contender gets the job done 

on the bay.” And beyond. When 

seas are calm, the 25 Bay is 

comfortable offshore too.

Standout features include 

spacious casting platforms for-

ward and aft. Covering boards 

and bolster pads the full cockpit 

length protect knees when the 

fight is on. 

Clean aft rigging creates 

a trouble-free fishing and 

fish-fighting stage. Jump seats 

beckon when it’s time to take 

a break.

The 25 Bay’s standard 

features include a 340-quart 

dry-storage compartment with 

READER RESPONSE

“GREAT BOAT”

additional battery storage, 

180-quart insulated in-floor fish 

box, 40-gallon livewell/baitwell 

and 12-gallon baitwell (to-

gether meeting or exceeding the 

numerical needs of 93 percent 

of survey respondents), and 

170-quart insulated cooler. The 

console front seat houses an-

other custom 70-quart cooler. 

Two rod lockers guard gear.

Options help you dial in the 

top, console, leaning post and 

electronics you want.

A skinny-water specialist, 

the 25 Bay draws just 12 inches 

and welcomes an optional jack 

plate. Transom deadrise of 15.5 

degrees augments its stability. 

But on the right day, it likes 

blue water too — and gets there 

in a hurry, thanks to its twin-

stepped hull that shortens both 

time to plane and travel time. 

CONTENDER 32ST

This fishing machine, built 

initially for Miami kite-fishing, 

Contender Boats
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forward lockers.

The rear of the helm seat 

houses a slide-out cooler and 

rigging station. An L-shaped 

lounge in the bow is removable 

for more fi shing room, and the 

one-level deck makes for easy 

movement fi shing or battling 

fi sh. Grab rails are recessed.

Many owners opt for custom 

fi shing towers from which to 

spot fi sh or fi sh-indicating birds 

miles off . Complete second sta-

tions are available too, thanks 

to the easy Yamaha CAN bus 

system they call Second Station 

Command Link, which accom-

modates dual, triple or quad 

installations. Power steering 

increases maneuverability, 

and electronic throttle and 

shift makes command of the 

 powerful engine combos easy.

MORE INFO

contenderboats.com

is a refi ned platform for which 

an angler can select options 

en route to a custom-built 

 tournament boat that fi ts his or 

her needs.

Powered by twin Yamaha 

300s, the double-stepped open-

water speedster has a generous 

range provided by a standard 

310-gallon fuel tank.

Twin 40-gallon pressurized 

livewells keep even large baits 

fresh, a criterion of 61 percent 

of survey respondents. When 

the catch comes aboard, four 

massive fi sh boxes await, two 

port and starboard aft, and 

two  forward of the console.

Standard are four gunwale- 

mounted rod holders, 

beyond-standard vertical 

storage spots for 19 — fi ve on 

the rear of the helm seat, four 

on each side of the console, six 

on the T-top — plus locking rod 

boxes port and starboard of the 

ON TARGET
Plenty of space for 

large displays on helm

Livewell systems meet 
or exceed expectations

OWNERS SAY
Like how well it runs on 

any kind of sea

Level deck, easy to 
maintain, fast and 

fuel effi cient

Good livewells and fish 
boxes, good storage and 

rod holders

CONTENDER 

SAYS
 All-around fishing mojo

A plethora of 
comfort options

Attention to detail allows 
you to custom-build a 

boat that fits your needs 

SPECS

25 BAY
LOA: 25'4"  

Beam: 8'6"     

Fuel Capacity: 90 gal.      

Dry Weight: 3,550 lb. 
with power     

Max HP: 400 

Certifi cations: NMMA

32ST

LOA: 32'7"  

Beam: 9'8"     

Fuel Capacity: 310 gal.      

Dry Weight: 11,560 lb. 
with power     

Max HP: 800 

Certifi cations: NMMA

Survey 
Says:



From the time Reggie 

Fountain entered his fi rst 

boat races at age 14, other racers 

learned to follow him, humbly. 

Today, Iconic Marine Group 

proudly follows his innovative 

example, producing Fountain 

bluewater fi shing boats on the 

racing hull he designed.

Anglers benefi t: Those hulls 

are known as fast, and at sea, 

fearless. Seventy percent of our 

survey respondents, after all, rate 

a safe and comfortable ride their 

fi rst criterion in boat shopping.

Fountain accomplishes 

that with an exclusive double-

step Positive Lift Hull design, 

introduced by Reggie in the 

early 1990s, and still providing 

increased acceleration, improved 

handling and cornering, and 

reduced fuel consumption.

Give partial credit too to how 

that hull is built: a bonded three-

piece (hull, liner, deck), no-wood 

no-rot crafting of composite 

and fi ber-reinforced plastic 

(FRP) stringer, composite-cored 

hullside and deck, and fi berglass 

inner liner.

Put it together and it’s fast, the 

way racer Reggie Fountain de-

signed it decades ago. And fi shy, 

the way off shore center-console 

anglers know and love it today.

FOUNTAIN 34CC
The smaller of Fountain’s 

Bluewater Series, this center-

console will, like its big brother 

38CC, speed you comfortably to 

the fi shing hot spots and back 

regardless of sea conditions. 

The carbon-panel dash 

 supports Mercury’s Vessel View 

702 display plus a pair of 16-inch 

displays, which is beyond the 

single-screen displays that 88 

percent of respondents currently 

own. With the standard fi berglass 

T-top and its powder-coated 

frame, the console boasts seven 

rod holders, plus a head with 

holding tank, sink and shower.

Bow seating tops storage 

compartments. The helm seat 

includes a fl ip-up bolster with 

rear-facing seat. There’s rod and 

gaff  storage beneath gunwales. 

Four fi sh boxes feature over-

board drainage, and two transom 

livewells meet or exceed the 

requests of 93 percent of off shore 

The helm is designed to 
be as comfortable seated 
as standing, giving an 
ideal view forward.

angling survey respondents. 

The eight gunwale-mounted 

rod holders top the demands of 

89 percent of respondents. 

Lighting abounds: a remote 

control spotlight atop the T-top, 

RGB underwater lights, and LED 

navigation and cockpit courtesy 

lights. Sounds? Fire up the 800-

watt six-speaker audio system.

Options — some of particular 

interest to anglers — include ad-

ditional rod holders, outriggers, 

tackle center, and electric-reel 

outlets. 

MORE INFO

fountainpowerboats.com

Fountain Powerboats

ON TARGET
Rod holders meet or 
exceed expectations 

— even before optional 
additions

Dedicated tackle storage 
in console sides

Dual livewells and 
effi cient high-speed 

pickups 

OWNERS SAY
 Deep-V

 Nice ride

FOUNTAIN 

SAYS
Image and history retain 

value over decades

A proven hull design 
delivers amazing 

effi ciency on the water 
— at any speed 

A trouble-free day on 
the water

A walk-through 
transom door doubles 

as a tuna door 
for fi shing

SPECS
LOA: 34'     

Beam: 9'6"     

Fuel Capacity: 418 gal.      

Dry Weight: 10,000 lb. 
plus power     

Max HP: 1,200      

Certifi cations: NMMA

READER RESPONSE

“THE SPEED ON THIS BOAT IS MY FAVORITE FEATURE”
BUILDER
BENCHMARK

Survey 
Says:
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Fans of off shore center-

console boats want them 

seaworthy and dry-riding, and 

they want them generous in 

fi shing room. Grady-White 

gives them all that in spades, and 

plenty more. 

One of the best-known and 

most well-respected brands 

across several categories, G-W 

is at home wherever both water 

and fi sh run big. Of those in our 

survey who own an off shore 

center-console boat — of any 

nameplate — Grady placed fi rst 

among brands they’d consider 

in repurchase shopping, by a big 

margin. And seaworthiness and 

ride quality play a big part.

Credit that stable, smooth and 

comfortable ride to the hand-laid 

SeaV2 progressive hull, which 

 begins at a stable 20 degrees 

(wide chines adding at-rest and 

trolling stability). The hull sharp-

ens as it approaches the bow, 

splitting waves cleanly and softly. 

Grady-White was born six 

decades ago to tame North 

Carolina’s legendary and 

 demanding waters and inlets; 

while the brand is still built 

there, its fame and presence have 

spread well beyond.

GRADY-WHITE 
FISHERMAN 257 
Grady-White says it listened 

to avid saltwater sport-fi shing 

customers — and to coastal 

recreation-loving families — 

before designing and introducing 

its 25-foot Fisherman 257 

center-console.

This boat is ready to battle 

fi sh, with thigh-high bolsters 

throughout, and toe rails along 

the sides for secure gaffi  ng and 

fi sh fi ghting.

Anticipating, thoughtfully, 

great success in those fi shy fi ghts, 

the Fisherman 257 has port and 

starboard 120-quart insulated 

fi sh boxes (which gravity-drain 

overboard) within cushioned 

bow seats, and a 185-quart 

box aft of the leaning post for 

fi sh, bait or refreshments. A 

32-gallon livewell stands ready 

in the aft port corner. Four 

gunwale-mounted rod hold-

ers — meeting or exceeding what 

70 percent of inshore-fi shing 

survey respondents say is their 

The Yamaha digital 
panel features a Ritchie 
compass and DC toggle 
controls

minimum — stand ready.

Four vertical rod holders are 

on the rear of the helm seat; an 

optional fi berglass T-top bears 

four more.

The console storage locks 

 protect the circuit breakers too.

The leaning bar features a 

footrest, backrest and fl ip-up 

bolster. Foldaway bolstered bow 

backrests face forward. 

69% of survey participants said 

a foldaway aft seat was important; 

this patented aft seat fulfi lls this 

expertly. 

MORE INFO

gradywhite.com

Grady-White Boats

ON TARGET
Rod holders meet or 
exceed expectations

Seating at helm meets 
two-person preferred 

minimum

Safety fl otation 
meets strong survey 

preference

OWNERS SAY
Very seaworthy and easy 

to fish

Smooth, comfortable 
ride

Easy to fish around

GRADY-WHITE 

SAYS
Highly functional 
saltwater fishing 

machine

Attention to detail

Grady sets a new 
standard for boater 

satisfaction, with 
generous fishing 

considerations, spacious 
passenger seating area, 

and the nameplate’s 
signature SeaV2 ride

Unanimously wins all 
customer-satisfaction 

awards

SPECS
LOA: 24'9"     

Beam: 8'6"     

Fuel Capacity: 135 gal.      

Dry Weight: 4,300 lb. 
plus power     

Max HP: 400      

Certifi cations: NMMA

READER RESPONSE

“JUST LOVE MY GRADY”
BUILDER
BENCHMARK

Survey 
Says:
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seakeeper.com

ONCE YOU FEEL IT,

YOU’LL NEVER BOAT WITHOUT IT.

SCHEDULE A DEMO RIDE TODAY

Mia, nice meeting you last night. 
About our date...would you like to 
join me on my boat tomorrow?

12 sec ago

It has a Seakeeper, right?

4 sec ago



Hatteras calls itself “a product 

of the storied coastal waters 

from which we borrow our 

name.” That heritage makes it 

natural, the company says, to 

overengineer every detail of its 

yachts, with inspired design, 

breakthrough innovation and 

unmatched craftsmanship.

In time, Hatteras pioneered 

the revolutionary convex and 

modifi ed-V hull, and other hull 

and propulsion breakthroughs.

Among Hatteras features 

are double-chine and side 

“ step-outs,” which produce dryer 

rides and more interior space; 

multiblade hybrid propellers for 

better fuel economy, reduced 

vibration and a quieter ride; 

deep gear ratio that improves 

effi  ciency and thrust capabilities; 

deep tunnel design for enhanced 

 performance and rudder re-

sponse; patented air-induction 

system that halves noise and 

vibration; and resin infusion for 

stronger and lighter hulls, decks, 

 bulkheads and other parts.

All help produce the sea-

worthy, comfortable ride that 

70 percent of respondents listed 

as their top criterion.

Custom fi nishing and design 

extend across every yacht ele-

ment, including luxury materials, 

furnishings and appliances — all 

personalized to your needs and 

tastes. And then, a multiday 

orientation session.

It’s no wonder Hatteras is in 

the top handful of brands our 

sport-fi sher respondents said 

they’d consider if yacht shopping. 

HATTERAS GT59
“Designed for speed; built for 

battle,” Hatteras proclaims 

of its GT59, a convertible it 

describes as tournament-ready, 

with  integrated rigging and 

 bow-to-stern storage. 

That includes interior 

racks and holders for plenty 

of big-game rods. (Good thing: 

Twenty-fi ve percent of inboard 

sport-fi sher respondents said 

they carry 12 rods or more — or 

joke that they stash so many, they 

lose track!)

The GT59’s interior is also 

built to wow, the company says, 

with a spacious three-stateroom, 

two-head arrangement — plus 

The captain’s console is 
immaculately fi nished 
with a wood helm pod 
and three GPS displays.

the option of a third head or a 

tackle center. In all, three interior 

layouts are available.The boat’s 

interior exudes elegance.

Powered by twin Cat C-32A 

diesel engines — 1,600 hp in total, 

with additional options available 

— the sleek vessel traverses the 

blue at 40-plus knots. 

The boat was conceived and 

developed, Hatteras says, with 

“tournament life in mind.” 

And this speedy, accomplished 

seakeeper confi dently claims its 

class’s most comfortable ride. 

MORE INFO

hatterasyachts.com

Hatteras Yachts

ON TARGET
Spacious helm area

Plenty of rod storage

OWNERS SAY
Like the way it rides 

and the way it handles 
the seas when 

offshore fishing

Like the 
fl ybridge/visibility

HATTERAS 

SAYS
The most comfortable 

ride under 60 feet

Designed with 
seasoned anglers 

in mind

SPECS
LOA: 59'9"     

Beam: 18'9"  

Draft: 4’9”    

Fuel Capacity:
1,750 gal.      

Displacement:
89,000 lb.      

READER RESPONSE

 “GREAT-RIDING BOAT, PARTICULARLY IN ROUGH WEATHER”
BUILDER
BENCHMARK

Survey 
Says:
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A
s a boat buyer, you might 

be asked, paraphrasing the 

server at your favorite diner in-

quiring about coffee sweetener, 

“One hull or two?”

Invincible’s patented 

 monohull has one of the lowest 

drag coefficients in its class. 

On its Open Fisherman and 

Center Cabin boats, 33 to 42 

feet long, an air-fed tunnel pro-

duces higher speeds with lower 

power, plus a more stable ride 

— all while maintaining supple 

maneuverability. Designed by 

naval architect Michael Peters, 

it’s a fast hull in which passen-

gers stay dry and comfortable, 

even in rough seas.

Take the best from the 

Invincible monohull and double 

it, and you have the firm’s 

patent-pending catamaran hull, 

with that design’s additional 

stability. 

Morelli & Melvin, 

America’s Cup sailing-yacht 

creators, created the hybrid 

semi-asymmetric design. The 

result? Monohull-like maneu-

verability with comfortable 

handling in even quartering and 

following seas. 

A pod between Invincible 

cat hulls splits water to soften 

the ride, and even with their 

 additional size, the cat fuel 

economy is comparable to  

a monohull. 

INVINCIBLE 40 CAT

A big, seaworthy boat that 

seems to yearn for single-day, as 

well as multiday, adventures to 

far-off fishing hot spots, the 40 

Cat was Invincible’s first in that 

format, creating what it called 

“the most advanced fishing 

catamaran on the market.” 

Seakeeping ability was its 

original and overriding goal, 

especially making high-speed 

turns without drastic throttle 

reduction. It accomplished 

that through its game-changing 

asymmetrical sponsons. The 

READER RESPONSE

“FAST AND FISHABLE”

double-stepped hulls lift onto 

plane quickly, reaching 55 mph 

in 10 seconds and tops out at 

over 70 mph when rigged with 

350 Verados.

A huge aft deck, with 

 26-inch-high gunwales and 

nearly 11½ feet interior width, 

sets the stage for efficiently 

fighting multiple fish. 

Three livewells — twins of 

55 gallons each at transom 

and a 72-gallon well beneath 

the cockpit sole — more than 

meet the two-livewell (93 

percent) and  big-bait-capacity 

( 61  percent) minimums of 

 survey respondents.

Coaming pads ring the 

interior to cushion anglers’ legs 

amid fights. When the battle’s 

done, the 40 Cat houses the 

catch in two massive fish boxes 

below the aft deck, with another 

pair forward. 

Rod-holder and storage 

options let you create your 

own fishing boat. Options 

Invincible Boats
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matches demands of 93 percent 

of survey respondents.

Select your choice of gunwale 

and console rod holders, per-

haps opting for more, including 

the fl anks of an optional coffi  n 

box, plus additional rod storage 

within gunwales.

Storage abounds in the 37, 

speaking to cruisers who want 

to weekend in the Bahamas.

If it gets messy on the way 

over, chill and enjoy the ride 

behind a full-height heavy-duty 

acrylic windshield integrated 

into the hardtop supports for a 

sturdy and sleek look.

Fast and thrifty, the 37 Cat 

has a 550-gallon fuel capacity 

that all but begs for a trip to 

far-off  fi sheries. Once there, 

anglers move easily on its wide, 

single-level deck.

MORE INFO

invincibleboats.com

also  include a hardtop, 

 folding tower/dual station or 

 crow’s-nest, three-across helm 

seat  confi gurations, an aft-

facing bench that adds seating 

for three more, an outrigger, 

coffi  n box and more.

INVINCIBLE 37 CAT
It might be hard to imagine a 

37-foot boat being anyone’s 

little brother, but the new 

Invincible Cat holds that status 

relative to the company’s 40 

Cat, mirroring the family traits 

of seakeeping ability, effi  ciency 

and all-speed maneuverability, 

but in a slightly smaller format.

Those accustomed to the 

40 will recognize the 37’s 

two large insulated fi sh boxes 

midship. But elsewhere the 

view diff ers — the 37 has a fl at 

transom and two long forward 

fi sh boxes in a diff erent confi gu-

ration. A pair of livewells still 

ON TARGET
Dry, stable ride 
matches boater 

priorities

Livewells meet or 
exceed expectations

OWNERS SAY
Very fishable, solid, fast 

and reliable

Stable platform with 
plenty of speed, and 

room for live bait 
and equipment

INVINCIBLE 

SAYS
Looks as good as it rides

The best (boats) 
for fi shing, diving 

and cruising

 Premium customer 
service and 

unprecedented attention 
to detail

Built to order, by hand, 
so customers can 
choose exactly the 

accessories they want

40 CAT
LOA: 40'2"  

Beam: 12'     

Fuel Capacity: 640 gal.      

Dry Weight: 15,000 lb. 
plus power     

Max HP: 1,600 

37 CAT
LOA: 37'  

Beam: 12'     

Fuel Capacity: 550 gal.      

Dry Weight: 14,000 lb. 
plus power     

Max HP: 1,600 

Survey 
Says:



 

Want something done 

right? You might do it 

yourself, like Pursuit Fishing 

Boats does with many of the 

components of its boats.

Pursuit offers 15 different 

boats across four categories 

— offshore, center-console, 

dual-console and sport  

center-console — 23 to 42 feet 

long, all powered by Yamaha 

outboards. Ahead of those 

outboards is a lot of Pursuit 

craftsmanship.

The company makes its own 

wiring harnesses, with fully 

tinned, color-coded copper 

wire, waterproof connectors, 

and chafing protection. Battery 

cables are crimped, heat-sealed 

and color-coded.

Upholstery and canvas 

components are made in-house, 

with quick-draining foam for 

cockpit seating and cushions. 

Sunbrella or Stamoid fabric 

overhead protects the boat and 

its occupants from the weather.

Roto-molded polyethylene 

fuel tanks ward off ethanol 

 effects, and Pursuit makes its 

own fuel lines using pressed 

fittings.

A five-year hull-blister 

warranty backs the gelcoat. 

Transferable five-year hull and 

deck structural warranties and a 

two-year component warranty 

boost resale ease and value.

No wonder, then, that Pursuit 

is among the brands our survey 

respondents say they’d be 

most likely to consider when 

 shopping for a new boat.

PURSUIT S 288
The compact new Pursuit S 

288 is a lean but fully equipped 

fishing machine, a luxury cen-

ter-console designed and built 

to fish bigger than its platform-

extended 30-foot LOA. 

Four stainless-steel rod hold-

ers in gunwales augment four 

shotgun holders in the transom 

— a full complement for fishing 

READER RESPONSE

“A TRUE, SOLID, 

WELL-BUILT MACHINE”

offshore or inshore, according 

to our survey respondents.  

The hardtop, which has a 

full-height, tempered-glass 

windshield and stands ready for 

options such as outriggers or a 

second station.

On the transom, baits swim 

within a lighted ocean-blue 

recirculating livewell with a 

clear lid, favored by 29 percent 

of our respondents. A pair of 

45- gallon insulated in-floor fish 

boxes flank the leaning station 

and folding aft transom seat. 

A large door provides entry 

to the console cabin and its 

handheld freshwater shower, 

electric head and generous 

 storage space. 

Forward is in-floor storage, 

and even more is within the  

 forward seating — just what sur-

vey respondents found lacking 

in some previous models.

The spacious Pursuit S 288’s 

24-degree deadrise helps it slice 

through waves.

Pursuit Fishing Boats

94 | OFFSHORE | BOAT BUYERS GUIDE 2019

BUILDER
BENCHMARK

NEW
2019



cabin, with a secondary screen 

door, has queen- and full-size 

berths to sleep four, a full head 

with shower, Corian surfaces, 

a cooktop and microwave. An 

emissions-safe diesel generator 

provides 110-volt AC electricity. 

This fi shing boat is defi nitely 

family-friendly.

The Pursuit OS 355 has a 

total of 12 standard rod holders, 

four gunwale rod holders, four 

holders on the hardtop sup-

port legs, and four in the cabin 

mid-berth, accommodating the 

expectations of 62 percent of 

our respondents who carry up 

to 10 rods on board.

Cockpit seating includes a 

pair of mezzanine seats and 

one stowable transom seat — a 

demand of 25 percent of our 

respondents.

MORE INFO

pursuitboats.com

PURSUIT OS 355
Pursuit’s OS 355 was originally 

rigged with twin Yamaha out-

boards — the power preferred 

by 51 percent of our respon-

dents — but owners sometimes 

wished they had a bit more 

horsepower.  

Well, they’ve got it now. 

Standard on the OS 335 are 

 triple Yahama F300 engines; 

the boat cruises at 34 mph 

and tops out at 51 mph. With 

388-gallon fuel capacity, it 

 o� ers nearly  a 330-mile range.  

The one-piece windshield 

and hardtop structure presents 

a view of the open sea through 

tempered glass, while new 

fabrics and fi nishes are featured 

in the cockpit and cabin. 

Cabin features include 

hullside tempered-glass win-

dows. An electrical actuator 

turns the berth into a dinette 

and back. The air-conditioned 

Survey 
Says:

ON TARGET
Exceeds passenger 

seating demands

Raw and fresh 
water standard

Generous  
storage space 

OWNERS SAY
Easy handling, fishing 
space, dependability

Space for pleasure 
and fi shing

Great fishing boat, lots of 
deck space

PURSUIT SAYS
Proven hulls matched 
to dependable Yamaha 

outboards

Provides endless hours 
of enjoyment

Multiple layers of 
quality checks

SPECS

S 288
LOA: 30'  

Beam: 9'8"     

Fuel Capacity: 230 gal.      

Dry Weight: 8,220 lb. 
with power     

Max HP: 600 

Certifi cations: NMMA

OS 355

LOA: 37’11”  

Beam: 12’     

Fuel Capacity: 388 gal.      

Dry Weight: 17,470 lb. 
with power     

Max HP: 900 

Certifi cations: NMMA



R egulator Marine sets three 

distinct goals for its line of 

off shore boats from 23 to 41 feet: 

comfortable ride in seas, hard-

core fi shability and near-opulent 

comfort. Attaining and blending 

them has helped the company 

achieve its status as one of the 

most highly regarded brands 

among center-console boaters.

That doesn’t mean the com-

pany rests on its laurels though.

Navigating its fourth decade 

of boatbuilding, Regulator added 

new features to its entire line, 

such as a Yamaha CL7 touch-

screen display, the availability 

of Set Point Technology station 

keeping, and Lenco Marine Auto 

Glide trim-tab control to reduce 

bow rise, smooth the ride, and 

maximize fuel effi  ciency.

All that is in service to 

Regulator’s trademark proud bow 

fl are and confi dent — make that 

legendary — ride.

REGULATOR 41
When Regulator Marine 

refreshed its biggest off shore 

fi shing boat, it added an inte-

grated wraparound windshield 

to provide more captain and 

crew protection at the helm, and 

redesigned the tower access — 

now from the side, easing the 

climb. There’s even an aft mez-

zanine seat with a bait prep and 

tackle center beneath retractable 

SureShade protection.

Below, an enlarged, air-con-

ditioned cabin off ers dual berth, 

galley kitchen, and spacious head 

with shower. Even an LED TV is 

standard. An 8 kW Fischer Panda 

diesel generator provides power.

The 41 is stunningly powered 

by a quad squad of Yamaha’s new 

XF425 engines with digital-con-

trol HelmMaster with Set Point. 

Center-console owners told our 

survey that a stable, dry ride is a 

must-have; on the Regulator 41, 

the abusive power of the sea is 

tamed by a standard gyroscopic 

Seakeeper 6 stabilization system. 

Reading through the 41’s 

attributes is like checking off  

items on our survey participants’ 

checklists. Soft, solid ride in 

rough water, the top demand? 

Check. Brand reputation? Check. 

Unsinkable construction? Check. 

Cockpit space? Oh yeah, plenty 

The new hardtop design 
allows better access 
to an upper station, a 
sharper look and shade.

of check. And Regulator comes in 

above it; 68 percent of center-

console boaters said they needed 

room for two or more nav dis-

plays. The Regulator 41 has space 

for up to three 17-inchers! 

Massive standard livewell 

and fi sh-box capacity includes a 

624-quart fi sh box and locking 

rod-storage area.

The available-options menu 

includes Taco Grand Slam 380XL 

outrigger bases and 20-foot-long 

carbon-fi ber telescoping poles, 

plus a dual-station tower with 

controls and hardtop.

MORE INFO

regulatormarine.com

Regulator Marine

ON TARGET
Seakeeper 6 gyroscope 
delivers stabilized ride 
in rolling seas, keeping 

crew comfortable 
all day

Seating options 
generously exceed the 
typical crew size of six 

anglers

OWNERS SAY
An amazing ride and 

great layout for fishing 
inshore and offshore

Ideal for day trips 
with family, fi shing 

with friends

The softest dry and 
comfortable-riding 

boat I have owned — 
awesome quality

REGULATOR 

SAYS
Built to handle the 

roughest conditions 
dished out by the 

Outer Banks

Additional cockpit 
seating without 

compromising fi shing 
amenities

More weather protection 
at the helm

SPECS
LOA: 41'3"     

Beam: 12'6"     

Fuel Capacity: 600 gal.      

Dry Weight: 21,100 lb. 
with power     

Max HP: 1,700      

Certifi cations: NMMA

READER RESPONSE

“REGULATOR IS A TANK-SOLID OFFSHORE BOAT”
BUILDER
BENCHMARK

Survey 
Says:
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+Nationally Advertised Price; actual sales price determined by dealer. Price does not include freight, dealer prep, and T.T.L. uManufacturer’s Suggested Retail Price (MSRP). Prices may vary due to supply, location, 
freight etc. Actual prices are set by the dealer. *Terms and Conditions: Nationally Advertised Price with Rebate. Consumer benefit for purchasing a new (unused, not previously warranty registered) eligible MY 2019 
and prior boat from 1/1/19-3/31/19 is an instant rebate applied at time of final sale by dealer, at no extra cost to consumer. Actual rebate amount is determined by model selected. NO BENEFIT SUBSTITUTIONS. 
Promotion is only applicable from authorized participating Skeeter dealers in the U.S.A. and Canada sold to purchasing consumers residing in the U.S.A. and Canada. Promotion is limited to available stock in dealer 
inventory that is sold, PDI completed, delivered and warranty registered in accordance with Skeeter’s promotion and warranty registration requirements during applicable dates. No model substitutions, benefit 
substitutions, extensions or rain checks will be allowed. Not redeemable for cash. Boats sold or provided for commercial, camp, resort, rental, promotional/demo, government agency, competition, tournament or 
sponsorship use are not eligible. This promotion cannot be used in conjunction with any other Skeeter offer or discounts. Some exceptions may apply. See authorized, participating Skeeter dealer for complete details. 
Skeeter reserves the right to change or cancel this promotion at any time. Other restrictions and conditions apply. ©2019 Skeeter Products, Inc. All rights reserved. This document contains many of Skeeter’s valuable 
trademarks. It may also contain trademarks belonging to other companies. Any references to other companies or their products are for identification purposes only, and are not intended to be an endorsement. 
Remember to observe all applicable boating laws. Never drink and ride. Dress properly with a USCG approved flotation device and protective gear. Boats may be shown with optional equipment. See your local Skeeter 
dealer for complete details.

Visit to locate your nearest Skeeter Dealer.SkeeterBoats.com

LIMITED LIFETIME WARRANTY

Limited Lifetime Structural Warranty

 10 Year Limited Transferable Structural Warranty

 3 Year Limited Component Warranty

STANDARD FEATURES

• 14 Vertical Rod Holders
• 8” Set jackplate
• Seastar Hydraulic Steering
• Rear Livewell /Baitwell w/Fill &  
    Recirculating Pumps w/Timer (25 Gal.)
• Console Baitwell w/Fill & Recirculating  
    Pumps/time (14 Gal.)
• Locking Horizontal Rod Storage

STANDARD FEATURES

• 17 Vertical Rod Holders
• Deluxe Coastal White Leaning Post  
     Fixed Back-Rest & Bolstered Seating
• Console Baitwell w/Fill & Recirculating  
     Pumps/time (14 Gal.)
• Rear Livewell/Baitwell w/Fill &  
     Recirculating Pumps w/Timer (30 Gal.)
• Horizontal Rod Storage (port)
• Seastar ® Tilt Hydraulic Steering

UP

TO
INSTANT REBATE
LIMITED TIME OFFER

*INSTANT REBATE APPLIED AT TIME OF FINAL SALE BY DEALER.

VALID JANUARY 1 - MARCH 31, 2019

TEAMING UP WITH THE BEST

HOW WILL YOU RULE THE BAY?
With Yamaha

V MAX SHO®  F300XA

Actual sales price determined by dealer.  
Price does not include freight, dealer prep & T.T.L.

With Yamaha

$37,995
*

Actual sales price determined by dealer.  
Price does not include freight, dealer prep & T.T.L.

With Yamaha

V MAX SHO®  F300XA

With Yamaha

$42,995
*

MANUFACTURER’S

SUGGESTED RETAIL PRICE

$44,600
u

NATIONALLY ADVERTISED 

PRICE BEFORE REBATE

$38,495
+

MANUFACTURER’S

SUGGESTED RETAIL PRICE

$50,640
u

NATIONALLY ADVERTISED 

PRICE BEFORE REBATE

$44,495
+



These fast cats know how to 

fi sh! Renaissance Prowler 

knows well the benefi ts of 

 catamaran boat design: softer 

ride, better fuel effi  ciency and 

greater stability. 

For more than 20 years, it’s 

been refi ning running surfaces, 

layouts and construction of its 

off shore cats, all while making 

them supremely fi shing friendly.

Sharper entries — 55 degrees 

on the Prowler 36 and Prowler 

42, even keener on smaller boats 

— slice through chop, while the 

tunnel roof structure sheds spray. 

All aim at the soft, solid-in-

rough-water ride that two-thirds 

of survey respondents called 

high priority. 

Prowlers feature three-piece 

(hull, liner and cap) construction, 

adding under gunwale space for 

rod and other gear storage, plus 

secure toe holds when working a 

big fi sh. 

The smooth ride allows cockpit 

placement farther forward than 

other cats, creating more fi shing 

room — a top priority of 62 per-

cent of survey respondents. 

The Prowler 42 and 36 boast 

fully fl ush decks, making fi sh-

fi ghting a step-free pursuit. 

Built-in lockers are ice misers.

RENAISSANCE 
PROWLER 42
The Renaissance Prowler 42 is a 

game-changing cat with asym-

metrical sponsons inspired by 

racing boats — an off shore go-fast 

cat that’s also an effi  cient, well-

mannered center-console fi shing 

boat. Pronounced twin-hull 

steps boost effi  ciency and fl atten 

running attitude. Twins to quads 

provide power.

A walk-through transom al-

lows easy, secure access to a large 

platform between the engines, 

perfect for working a big fi sh.

Beneath the fl at decks are more 

than 850 gallons of insulated, 

locked, lighted compartments for 

fi sh, gear and dry storage.

Twin 55-gallon  aquarium-style 

livewells in aft corners  support 

plenty of bait, handy to the 

action. That’s important — 90 

percent of center-console survey 

respondents use live bait some-

times or more, and half of them 

often; 71 percent needed space 

Ample tackle storage and  
850 gallons of storage 
belowdecks ensure there 
is room for a big catch.

for larger baits.

Helm seating can be confi g-

ured with one or two rows, up 

to six deluxe bolster seats in all. 

(Think cozy in-home theater.) 

The helm is as much command 

center as dash; the dash easily 

accommodates three 16-inch 

screens — well beyond the space 

for a pair that 62 percent of 

 survey respondents requested.

For adventures even farther 

off shore, you can add another 

100 gallons’ fuel capacity to the 

standard 400 gallons.

MORE INFO

renaissanceprowler.com

Renaissance Prowler

ON TARGET
Stable, dry ride

Unsinkable 

A plethora (22!) of 
stainless-steel rod 
holders, standard

Rod holders exceed 
expectations

Livewells are powerful 
and capacious and 

conveniently located

RENAISSANCE 

PROWLER SAYS
Unsinkable but 

maintains plenty 
of storage space

One-week curing time 
produces the truest, 
fairest hulls you will

fi nd anywhere 

Wiring, plumbing 
and fuel systems 

are highest standard 
— and accessible

Optional aft-facing 
seating and tackle 

center, plus a variety 
of forward seating 
selections and air-

conditioned sleeping 
accommodations, add 

comfort for long trips

Custom-created 
with owner

SPECS
LOA: 41'10"     

Beam: 12'     

Fuel Capacity: 500 gal.      

Dry Weight: 9,900 lb. 
with power     

Max HP: 1,600      

READER RESPONSE

“THE BOAT HAS PERFORMED EXCELLENT AND IS AWESOME ON THE DRIFT 

—IT’S CRAZY HOW STABLE IT IS”
BUILDER
BENCHMARK

Survey 
Says:
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A Smarter  
Way to Boat! 

NAUTIC-ON™ MAKES IT EASY.

Once installed, the NAUTIC-ON onboard system keeps you connected to your 

boat. Track your location and remotely monitor your bilge pump, engine, batteries 

and more with the NAUTIC-ON app. Receive alerts and easily share information 

with service providers to spend less time fixing problems and more time on the 

water! Ready to make your boat a smart boat?  Visit www.nautic-on.com.

Monitor  

bilge pump 

activity

Know 

batteries are 

charged

Live  

Engine Data

Location 

tracking and 

Geofencing

Weather 

and wind 

conditions

Share 

diagnostic 

information

Once installed, the NAUTIC-ON onboard system keeps you connected to your 

boat. Track your location and remotely monitor your bilge pump, engine, batteries 

and more with the NAUTIC-ON app. Receive alerts and easily share information 

with service providers to spend less time fixing problems and more time on the 

Visit www.nautic-on.com.



Robalo has long prided itself 

on its Kevlar-reinforced 

hulls, variable deep-V designs 

with straight-tracking 22- or 

23-degree deadrise at the tran-

som, and a wave-splitting bow. 

Called Hydro Lift, the design 

produces quick plane times and 

thrifty fuel effi  ciency, and what 

Robalo calls a “feather-soft” ride. 

The Hydro Lift hull design 

off ers one of the driest and 

smoothest rides. Wide reverse 

chines and pronounced hull 

strakes deliver exceptional stabil-

ity and performance, directing 

spray away from the boat.

Loyal to its proven hulls, 

Robalo continually upgrades 

on-deck appointments and fi sh-

ing features, and uses premium 

components. Among line-wide 

Robalo traits is high freeboard, so 

anglers and others feel even more 

secure in deep cockpits.

Robalo makes center-consoles, 

dual-consoles, Cayman bay boats 

and walkarounds.

ROBALO R272
Robalo’s new R272 center- 

console boat — what the company 

calls its CC fl agship — is ready for 

fi shing, running, and entertain-

ing the family. 

Fishing-minded standard 

 features include a 100-gallon 

cockpit fi sh box with overboard 

discharge pump, twin 25-gallon 

fi sh boxes within the bow casting 

deck, and a molded 20-gallon 

cooler or livewell within an 

 aft-facing bench seat. 

The boat has six gunwale-

mounted rod holders, meeting or 

exceeding the stated needs of 93 

percent of inshore- and 70 per-

cent of off shore-fi shing survey 

respondents. A pair of stainless-

steel rod/drink holders can be 

added. Horizontal tubes safely 

store six rods.

A fi berglass hardtop with four 

more rod holders and lights is 

standard, with outriggers among 

the options. Choose from a menu 

of Garmin and Simrad electron-

ics. A bait-prep station/wet bar is 

another option.

When it’s time to battle and 

boat a fi sh, the R272’s full three-

across aft bench seat fl ips up and 

into the transom.

When entertaining takes over 

The fi berglass hardtop 
features four rod holders 
and lights, and the option 
to add outriggers. 

from fi shing, the bow  casting 

platform quickly becomes 

U-shaped cushioned seating and 

a table; forward-facing backrests 

can be installed or removed as 

desired. A porta-potty is standard 

within a front-entry head; you 

can upgrade to an electric toilet 

and holding tank.

 Within the R272’s Kevlar-

reinforced hull is encapsulated 

reserve fl otation that will please 

the 70 percent of respondents 

for whom unsinkability is the top 

consideration in boat selection.

MORE INFO

robalo.com

Robalo Boats

ON TARGET
Focus on safe, 

stable ride

Rod holders/storage 
meet or exceed 

expectations

Raw-water and 
freshwater washdown

OWNERS SAY
Like fishing room; 

handling in rough seas

Great fi shability in 
the ocean

Great offshore handling

Like the 
maneuverability and 
handling of the boat

Can troll five lines 
effortlessly

ROBALO SAYS
Prime to tackle any 

fishing adventure

Best-in-class features

Phenomenal overall 
performance

SPECS
LOA: 27'4"     

Beam: 9'6"     

Fuel Capacity: 180 gal.      

Dry Weight: 7,000 lb. 
with power     

Max HP: 500      

Certifi cations: NMMA

READER RESPONSE

“GREAT FAMILY-FISHING AND PLEASURE BOAT”
BUILDER
BENCHMARK

Survey 
Says:
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Miami’s hottest �shing spot. 

1,400 boats on land and in-water. Demo Docks.

Sport�shing Pavilion: Fishing tackle,

boating gear and accessories.

MiamiBoatShow.com

February 

14–18
MIAMI MARINE STADIUM



Scout, building boats since 

1989, continues to succeed 

today on innovative engineering.

The company pioneered 

reverse-shoebox hull/deck de-

sign, which increases overall hull 

strength and prevents water from 

penetrating through the hull/

deck joint in rough conditions. 

Today, Scout makes bay, dual-

console, center-console and 

luxury center-console sport-

fi shing boats, all with 100 percent 

hand-laid fi berglass, including 

completely fi nished bilges, and 

door, lid and hatch undersides. 

Scout’s gas-saving hulls, with 

the best strength-to-weight 

ratios in their class, include 

the NuV3 hull, a convex design 

comprising varying-degree 

deadrise angles for fuel effi  ciency 

and soft ride; Air Assist, which 

adds longitudinal buoyancy for 

quicker time to plane, better han-

dling and boosted fuel economy; 

and Scout stepped hull, which 

reduces the hull’s wetted surface 

for faster, dryer and better- 

performing boating — requiring 

less  horsepower and less fuel.

All Scouts have 10-year-limited 

hull and three-year-limited 

stem-to-stern warranties.

SCOUT 355 LXF
The 355 LXF is a luxury center-

console fi shing boat built on 

Scout’s rugged dual stepped-hull 

technology, strengthened further 

by epoxy infusion.

On deck, standard, are three 

independent (and independent-

ly) heated helm seats — beneath 

a standard T-top and Scout’s 

patented glass enclosure — and a 

patented, forward-facing fi sh-eye 

bow camera. Called an anchor 

camera, it feeds the helm’s multi-

function touchscreen displays.

Beyond a transom  55-gallon 

livewell and 60-gallon fi sh box 

are twin fl oor fi sh boxes. Ten 

fl ush-mount gunwale rod hold-

ers exceed the minimums of 

more than 70 percent of survey 

respondents. 

There’s plenty of fi shing room 

— even for double and triple 

hookups. Up front, the bow urges 

relaxation with a lounge with 

retractable table.

The cabin’s forward dinette 

becomes a double berth, cabinets, 

The step hull gives more 
smiles  — and miles — per 
gallon, which translates 
to greater fi shing range.

refrigerator and full head, with 

6-foot-1-inch clearance. 

The deck was designed to 

accommodate an optional 

Seakeeper 3DC gyro stabilizer, 

increasingly popular on off shore 

boats, beneath the aft-facing 

bench seat. Optional solar panels 

within the T-top trickle-feed bat-

teries when Seakeeper is ordered.

Add outriggers, underwater 

LED lights, and a 3-horsepower 

bow thruster. Optional cushion 

packages bring another level of 

sophisticated comfort.

MORE INFO

scoutboats.com

Scout Boats

ON TARGET
Rod holders meet or 
exceed expectations

Livewell spacious 
enough for large baits

OWNERS SAY
Fishability with family-

friendly comforts

Reliable

Great for fishing and 
touring

Plenty of room to 
fi sh, but also plenty 
of room for relaxing 

and socializing

SCOUT SAYS
Best strength-to-weight 

ratio in its class

Leading industry 
innovator since 1989

Luxurious appointments

SPECS
LOA: 34'11"     

Beam: 10'9"     

Fuel Capacity: 310 gal.      

Dry Weight: 9,800 lb. 
plus power     

Max HP: 1,050      

Certifi cations: NMMA

READER RESPONSE

“GOOD LOOKS, GREAT RIDE, FISHABILITY”
BUILDER
BENCHMARK

Survey 
Says:
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Turn Your Passion into Action

A minute of your time can ensure clean water,

abundant �sheries and the conservation of both.

Join us. Be heard.

Preserve what you love at  KeepAmericaFishing.org

The Voice of the American Angler



SeaVee semicustom 

 sport-fi shing boats boast 

features and options that appeal 

to hardcore anglers and fi shing 

families alike. 

Each boat, sold factory-direct, 

is hand-crafted for its owner: 

Select a model, and practically 

everything else is up to you — 

power and electronics, creature 

comforts, and fi shing features 

from underwater lighting to 

Seakeeper stabilizing gyroscope, 

baitwells to bow thruster, seating 

to second station.

The SeaVee hull spends up 

to 10 days in the mold, binding 

hull, stringers and liner per-

manently. Rigging comes next, 

then sea  trial. The punch list is 

checked twice before the owner 

takes delivery.

SeaVee’s latest innovation is 

its patented, cross-ventilated, 

twin-stepped cored “Z” hull 

with SpeedRail technology. 

Multiple lifting bodies produce 

a fi xed  running trim angle at 

any speed or in any condition. It 

practically eliminates bow rise, 

while SpeedRails provide lateral 

 stability in hard maneuvering.

SEAVEE 322Z
Built on SeaVee’s Z hull, the 322Z 

planes at just 15 mph, handles 

rough seas easily, and makes 

sharp, crisp and stable turns. 

A new, larger bow with reverse 

chines sheds spray downward for 

a dry ride. 

The company says the 322Z 

tops 50 mph with a pair of 300 hp 

motors; get up to 68 mph with 

twin 400 Mercury Verados. And 

the new Yamaha 425s? As of this 

writing, they weren’t sayin’. 

Anglers applaud the open 

 fi sherman’s generous fi shing 

space. Forty-gallon baitwells are 

located in aft corners, and a third 

can be added forward — in all, 

meeting majority survey requests 

for at least two wells, and fore and 

aft placement. 

Select the rod-holder and 

leaning-post layout you want, 

referencing a variety of tower 

designs and seating options. The 

same goes for insulated fi sh boxes 

and in-deck storage compart-

ments. Other factory-installed 

options include outriggers, 

downriggers and electric-reel 

outlets.

The cored Z Hull 
 assures passengers in 
the  forward lounges a 
smooth, speedy ride.

While 87 percent of respon-

dents said they’d be satisfi ed with 

storage for a dozen or fewer rods, 

the 322Z accommodates up to 34 

in underdeck lockers, on the sides 

of the console, in the T-top, and 

on the leaning post.

Families — 45 percent of 

survey respondents said they 

fi sh with family — might go for 

 removable forward and rear 

 seating and toilet/shower facili-

ties, or sun-pad and lounge-style 

seating available in the Luxury 

Edition (LE).

MORE INFO

seaveeboats.com

SeaVee Boats

ON TARGET
Rod storage vastly 

exceeds expectations

Baitwells (with option) 
exceed expectations

OWNERS SAY
I like the way it handles 

rough water

Its layout for fi shing 
is amazing

Ability to fish offshore 
and inshore to experience 

all that salt water has 
to offer

SEAVEE SAYS
Built to perfectly match 

owner needs/preferences

Quality of build and 
exceptional factory 
service account for 
stellar resale value 

Stand-out resale value

SPECS
LOA: 32'9"     

Beam: 9'6"     

Fuel Capacity: 325 gal.      

Dry Weight: 6,800 lb. 
plus power     

Max HP: 1,000      

Certifi cations: NMMA

READER RESPONSE

“RELIABLE AND COMFORTABLE FOR FISHING”
BUILDER
BENCHMARK

Survey 
Says:
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Price includes $3 shipping & handling (US only). Canadian 
and International orders, please inquire.Order online today at 
sportfishing.com/cal or call 888-224-0137 in the U.S. (Canada 
and Intl: 515-237-3697)

o r d e r  y o u r

2019 FISHING 
C A L E N D A R 

2019  
CALENDAR

MAHI-MAHI- PHOTO BY: JASON ARNOLD

p l u s

SAVE $2
on each additional calendar 

f o r  o n l y

$14.97!
HUR

RY

Quantities 

are limited,

ORDER

TODAY!



T
hey’re built in Florida, but 

you can see their Outer 

Banks origins in their high 

bows and wide flare. Stepped 

hulls and stern pads pop them 

onto plane pronto, quickly 

reaching the speeds for which 

their fans praise them.

Yellowfin founder and 

 president Wylie Nagler 

promises that each of his 

boats, from a 17-foot skiff to 

a 42-foot center-console, is 

a high-performance fishing 

 machine custom-built of the 

best materials and components, 

and craftsman-assembled. 

The brand was best 

represented in offshore center-

console boats (59 percent) 

in our survey, but Yellowfin 

makes bay boats, flats skiffs and 

walkarounds too. The smaller 

(21- and 24-foot) boats received 

good reviews for blending 

shallow draft with seaworthi-

ness, while the bigger boats (32 

feet and up) were praised for 

ride quality, versatility and hull 

design. 

Some telling remarks when 

we asked brand owners about 

their biggest disappointment: 

One Yellowfin owner rued, “I 

didn’t buy it earlier.” 

Another lamented, “Can’t get 

on it enough.”

Can’t blame the company for 

those!

No wonder, then, that 

Yellowfin was among the three 

most cited brands when we 

asked which ones respondents 

would consider if shopping for 

a new offshore center-console 

boat.

YELLOWFIN  

34 OFFSHORE

This hardcore center-console 

fishing boat nestles comfort-

ably amid Yellowfin’s offshore 

line, ready for just about any 

kind of action.

You can choose dual or triple 

 outboards for 40 mph cruising 

READER RESPONSE

“I WILL PURCHASE ONLY 

ANOTHER YELLOWFIN”

— dry, thanks to the Yellowfin 

hull. Both ride and fishing 

space benefit from the gener-

ous 10-foot beam. Forward 

 seating options and a selection 

of console and leaning-post 

styles mean you can dial it in for 

fishing only or family-friendly 

cruising.  

The 34 Offshore has a 

 standard 55-gallon transom 

livewell but, depending on 

engine and leaning-post selec-

tions, you can add a 55-gallon 

floor well too — perfect for the 

one-third of survey respon-

dents who plan to carry six to 

12 dozen or more baits for their 

offshore endeavors. 

For your catch, there’s a 

belowdecks fish box with 

 macerator, which comes 

standard. You can add on-deck 

boxes. Other in-deck lockers 

can hold fish or tackle, as meets 

your needs.

Choose from a palette of 

11 colors each for the sides and 

Yellowfin Yachts
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has deemed appropriate.

The one-level deck off ers 

plenty of fi shing room, with 

casting areas on the foredeck 

and aft platform. Meeting or 

exceeding the demands of our 

survey respondents, there are 

seven gunwale- and transom-

mounted rod holders. The 

console sides bear 10 vertical 

rod holders, and there are eight 

more on the optional T-top. The 

T-top even holds two kingfi sh 

rod holders perfectly angled to 

port and starboard.

Optional baitwells include 

a 40- or 50-gallon leaning post 

and a 40-gallon fl oor well.  And 

the console has room for two 

12-inch fl at-screen displays — 

meeting or exceeding the wants 

of even our off shore center-

console survey respondents.

MORE INFO

yellowfi n.com

bottom of your new boat too; as 

Yellowfi n’s slogan reminds you, 

you’re “building your legacy.”

YELLOWFIN 
26 HYBRID
Displaying proudly the best 

attributes of its Yellowfi n 

off shore center-console and 

bay-boat parents, and powered 

by single or dual outboards, 

this versatile 26-footer is at 

home prowling shallow bays 

for redfi sh, trolling off shore for 

tuna, or anything in between 

or beyond.

Begin with Yellowfi n’s 

proven stepped hull, and add 

the features perfect for you and 

your fi shing: a console and lean-

ing post that match your action 

and tastes, a T-top (including a 

second station if you like), seat-

ing, and even a swim platform. 

You’re building your boat, not 

just buying what someone else 

ON TARGET
Optional additional 

fl oor well 
accommodates large 

bait supplies

Meets or exceeds 
expectations for 

rod holders

OWNERS SAY
Dry, comfortable ride

The 360-degree 
fi shability is  

well-engineered

Quality shows: Cheapest 
is never the way to go 

with a boat

YELLOWFIN 

SAYS
The 26 might be the 
most versatile boat 

Yellowfin builds

The 34 Offshore is 
a live-bait-fi sherman’s 

dream

Yellowfin’s trademark 
dry ride

SPECS

26 HYBRID
LOA: 26'  

Beam: 8'8"     

Fuel Capacity: 118 gal.      

Dry Weight: 5,000 lb. 
plus power     

Max HP: 400 

34 OFFSHORE

LOA: 34'8"  

Beam: 10'     

Fuel Capacity: 419 gal.      

Dry Weight: 8,800 lb. 
plus power     

Max HP: 1,250 

Survey 
Says:



800-448-7360 nationalseminarseries.com

F E AT U R I N G 

GEORGE
POVEROMO

– Host of “World of 
Saltwater Fishing” 

on NBC Sports!
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Along with teams of top 
national and regional 
angling authorities!



 

   

AMERICA’S #1 
SALTWATER FISHING 

SEMINAR TOUR!
LEARN HOW TO CATCH MORE AND BIGGER FISH IN YOUR LOCAL WATERS!

The Seminar Series “No Holds Barred” format requires our experts to reveal their prime fi sh-

ing spots, the best times to fi sh them and the best baits and lures to use! 

DON’T RISK A SELLOUT – RESERVE YOUR SEAT TODAY!
Advance registrations are eligible for a chance to win VIP/BACK STAGE ticket upgrades!

π Over $ 200 in value!

π Five hours of fi shing instruc-

tion from leading National and 

Regional angling authorities!

π One Year subscription or 

extension to Salt Water Sports-

man!

π Course textbook!

π Roffers Ocean Fishing Fore-

cast Analysis!

π $10.00 Bass Pro Shops 

discount card on purchase of $ 

75.00 or more!

π Bottle of OrPine Wash & Wax!

π Can of Corrosion Block!

π Bottle of Star tron Fuel Addi-

tive!

π Bottle of Star brite Xtreme 

Clean!

π Chances to win thousands of 

dollars’ worth of door prizes!

Course textbook!
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$55

1/5/2019
Wilmington, NC                   

Hotel Ballast    

1/12/2019
Mobile, AL                                

Daphne Civic Center

1/19/2019
Islamorada, FL
Coral Shores High 

School

1/26/2019
Providence, RI                               

 Rhode Island 
College

2/2/2019
Tampa, FL

Sheraton Tampa 
Brandon Hotel

2/9/2019
Atlantic City, NJ
 Sheraton Atlantic 

City Convention 
Center Hotel

2/23/2019
Anne Arundel 

County, MD
Old Mill High School

3/2/2019
Port St. Lucie, FL

Sandpiper Bay 
Club Med

SATURDAYS, 9:00 AM TO 3:00 PM

AMERICA’S #1 

Plus
π A chance to win a Florida Keys fi shing trip at each location! π A chance to win a Mako Pro 17 Skiff!

After Seminar Parties, from 5:00 – 8:30 p.m., at the local Bass Pro Shops (selected locations)!

INSHORE, NEAR SHORE, OFFSHORE!



  

FAR HORIZONS Few things are more liberating than leaving the inlet 

and heading out to sea with pelagics on the hit list. We see more and more 

offshore adventurers venturing far offshore and while dual engines are 

most commonly at the transom, reliable power today means more and 

more head offshore with just one. Then, there’s the guy with three...or four. 

THE LAST CAST

110 BOAT BUYERS GUIDE 2019



ONE RIDE
THAT’S ALL IT TAKES TO
EXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENCE

4700 NW 132ND STREET, OPA LOCKA, FLORIDA 33054  •  PH: 305-685-2704   •  WWW.INVINCIBLEBOATS.COM

ÒINVINCIBLE HAS SET A NEW INDUSTRY STANDARD FOR QUALITY,

FIT & FINISH AND CUSTOMER SERVICE BY WHICH ALL OTHER BOAT

MANUFACTURERS ARE NOW MEASURED.”

OUR PATENTED “STEPPED-VEE VENTILATED TUNNEL” (SVVT) HULL CREATES

THE LOWEST DRAG COEFFICIENT OF ANY MONO HULL ON THE MARKET. THIS

MEANS INCREASED SPEED, BETTER FUEL ECONOMY THAN CONVENTIONAL

STEPPED HULLS, AND AN ALL-AROUND BETTER RIDE.

TWO STEPS AHEAD
33’, 36’, 39’ & 42’ MODELS AVAILABLE
39’



©2019 Bombardier Recreational Products Inc. (BRP). All rights reserved. ®, TM and the BRP logo are trademarks of BRP or its affiliates. 

* Emissions claim based on reported certified emissions of Evinrude E-TEC G2 250 H.O.,  

 Yamaha 250 SHO® and Mercury OptiMax® 250 Pro XS™. Actual emissions dependent on engine model.

** Fuel economy claim based on BRP-conducted ICOMIA testing of Evinrude E-TEC G2 250 H.O., Yamaha 250 SHO® and  

 Mercury OptiMax® 250 HP in a test tank to determine ICOMIA average cycle. Actual fuel economy dependent on engine model.

It’s never been this much of a rush to make the right choice. The new 

Evinrude® E-TEC® G2® gives you power plus responsibility. Run the 

cleanest* combustion outboard on the planet, period. Not just clean, 

but lean, with up to 15% better fuel efficiency**. No competitor takes 

you further on a tank of fuel. That’s more adventures to the gallon, 

more fish in the boat, more dollars in your wallet. The planet friendly 

E-TEC G2. No outboard engine runs cleaner.

MORE 
ADVENTURES 
TO THE GALLON


