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TICO
TALK 

The people of Costa Rica, known 

as ticos, are sure to make your 

visit one to remember. Whether 

it’s meeting the cowboys at a 

Guanacaste horse and cattle 

ranch or moving to the beat on 

the Caribbean coast, you’re sure 

to feel connected to Costa Rica’s 

Afro-Caribbean culture. 

The peaceful population of Costa 

Rica makes your vacation all the 

more relaxing. In fact, Costa Rica 

is one of only a few countries in 

the world that maintain a 

military-free status, and it’s done 

so for over 70 years. Chat with 

ticos about their fascinating 

history over a cold refresco 

(fruit smoothie).

TAKE IN A 
DIFFERENT VIEW    

When you think of Costa Rica, images 

of dramatic volcanos, lush jungles and 

steaming thermal spas may spring to 

mind. But the experience exceeds 

your wildest imagination. Experience 

tropical palms and inviting beaches 

where the jungle meets the sea. Beach 

breezes give way to dramatic cloud 

forests as you head into the wilds of 

the country, where you’ll see 

innumerable shades of green. 

Costa Rica’s geography provides 

picture-perfect settings for endless 

excitement. Try ziplining, hanging 

bridge hikes, horseback rides or 

ATV tours – or check out the thermal 

spas for a slower-paced experience. 

When you arrive in Costa Rica, you 

will instantly feel transported to 

another world by the rich colors 

and endless landscapes.

FUEL YOUR 
ADVENTURE     

Fishing, hiking and ziplining 

can build a ferocious appetite. 

Fortunately, Costa Rican cuisine 

can stand up to the challenge. 

Although Costa Rican food is 

infl uenced by many diff erent 

cultures, make sure to order 

the must-try local dishes.

Try sopa negra (a black bean 

soup topped with boiled egg, 

cilantro and avocado) or chorredas 

(Costa Rican corn pancakes) – 

and don’t forget the Costa Rican 

coff ee! Or enjoy the staples you’ll 

fi nd yourself craving every day 

of your journey: gallo pinto 

(beans and rice) and patacones 

(fried plantain). 

VISIT US YEAR-ROUND.

START AT VISITCOSTARICA.COM.

ADVERTISEMENT

COSTA 
RICA
Beyond the Waters

It may be the plentiful oceans that bring you to visit 

Costa Rica. But it’s the people, jungle landscapes and 

amazing food that will make you never want to leave.
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Speaks the language of what 
speaks to you.

The world is full of choices. Yours brought you here.

Come explore year-round. VisitCostaRica.com
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M
y head was swimming as I settled in to write this editorial, but one thought 

kept coming to mind — the incredible diver-

sity of the Offshore World Championship 

(OWC) qualifying events and the passionate people 

that make them happen. Producing fishing events is 

hard work that requires countless hours from the direc-

tor and supporting crew. 

There are several truths I learned in my close to 60 

years on mother earth and one of them is that suc-

cess has a price. There is no magic answer to produc-

ing quality competitions that attract good sponsor-

ship and participation. Even if you do everything right, tournament directors still face 

issues like the weather, the economy, or a lousy bite. Many fishing competitions provide 

funding for conservation initiatives, cancer research, youth programs and other worthy 

causes. Before I go any further I want to thank the more than 100 qualifying events of the 

OWC and the people that make them happen.  

Some 21 years ago, then president of the IGFA, Mike Leech, had an idea to grow 

memberships by getting involved with offshore and inshore fishing competitions. 

Recognizing the passion and influence of tournament participants, Leech knew this was 

a large group of knowledgeable anglers that would help the IGFA’s mission of conserva-

tion, education and record keeping. Another truth I learned is that timing is everything, 

and 1999 was a great time to promote the launch of a tournament of champions. This 

ambitious launch, and the 20 years of excellence that followed, were no fluke. Instead, 

they are the result of hard work from the former IGFA and current Bonnier staffs. For the 

whole story, check out page 38 in this year’s magazine.

As adults, we spend most of our time working. My father, Don Jacobs, made sure to 

enforce this truth in me. Thankfully, he suggested I pursue a career in something I enjoy 

regardless of income. If you’re reading this, you must have the fishing affliction at some 

level (probably started by a family member taking you fishing). Professional charter boat 

captains and mates are the best example of turning a passion into an occupation. These 

men and women are entrusted with their guests’ desires to have a good time on the 

water, regardless of skill level. The job is not simply catching fish. Great mates are also 

story tellers, cooks, mechanics and anglers. Great captains are not just boat drivers, they 

are hunters, teachers and safety experts. 

For the OWC, the captains and mates are the most important part of the event. The 

anglers spend more time with them than anyone else during the tournament. To those 

captains and mates who choose to be great, we appreciate you. To the worlds’ anglers 

that keep our industry strong, support conservation organizations, and are good stew-

ards of the sea, we sincerely thank you.  

From all of us at the OWC, we are blessed to be able to do what we love and be a part 

of the 20th anniversary this year. We look forward to many more years.

All the best and good fishing,

Dan Jacobs
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W
elcome to Costa Rica! Ours is a small and exuberant country, where nature is present in all its splendor 

with the incredible biodiversity it contains.

Costa Rica is proud to be home to about 5 percent of the world’s known biodiversity and 3½ percent of its 

marine life, making it one of the world leaders in biological richness. Some 26 percent of our national territory 

is protected by the National System of Conservation Areas, with the objective of preserving natural resources, 

which are sources of life and drivers of tourism. That means that all of us, Costa Ricans and visitors, must commit 

ourselves to protecting our country’s natural wealth.

We are a destination that is constantly changing, able to offer visitors unique experiences that can be enjoyed 

365 days of the year. Our country may be small, but our natural wealth and warm, hospitable people are larger 

than life. We are sure they will have you dreaming of your next visit.

In Costa Rica, sustainability is our lifestyle. You’ll be able to discover that sustainability is deeply rooted 

in our country’s culture and traditions, from local Costa Rican food and crafts to our traditional customs                        

and celebrations.  

The Certification for Sustainable Tourism (CST) was designed by the Costa Rican Tourism Board (ICT) to 

highlight companies in the tourism sector on their level of compliance with a sustainable model for managing 

natural, cultural and social resources. It has been recognized by the World Tourism Organization of the United 

Nations (UNWTO). The CST program does not only assess businesses, but it also helps business owners make 

strategic decisions that will result in the preservation of the environment over the long term.   

We have developed sustainable practices in every region of the country and in all industries. These practices 

have been adopted by all citizens and accepted by our visitors. 

We invite you to dive deeply into Costa Rica and let yourself be amazed by a unique, authentic and memo-

rable experience, where adventure and comfort mingle in a natural paradise, where peace is a way of life felt 

with every breath and new experience. Discover the most breathtaking landscapes as you travel to mountain 

chains and active volcanoes, cloud forests and rainforests, majestic rivers and waterfalls. Enjoy impressive 

beaches with warm water, sand of different colors and lush vegetation, with relatively short distances between 

destinations.

Whether you’re coming to Costa Rica on business or vacation, our country will make its mark on you as you 

discover everything that makes us pura vida! 

Maria Amalia Revelo
Minister of Tourism

COSTA RICA: 

AN IDEAL 

DESTINATION 

AT ANY TIME 

OF YEAR
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MINIS TRY OF TOURISM 
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Tortuguero, Limón Province, Costa Rica

Your instincts were right
all along.

The world is full of choices. Yours brought you here.

Come explore year-round. VisitCostaRica.com
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The Offshore World Championship (OWC) is 

excited to announce Costa Sunglasses as 2019’s 

title sponsor of its premier event. Known for its unri-

valed fishing lenses and frames, Costa has cemented 

itself as a leader in polarized sunglasses for fishermen 

worldwide. In February 2019, Costa released brand-

new Broadbill and Spearo lenses for fishing enthusi-

asts to utilize on the water.

“The Offshore World Championship is a tournament 

that checks all the boxes for Costa,” says Andrew 

Costa Sunglasses Joins  
Offshore World Championship 

as 2019 Title Sponsor 

Cox, Costa’s Offshore Community Leader. “Not only 

is the OWC prestigious in its own right, but it’s an 

event that has eyeballs on it from all over the world. It 

truly means something for those who are privileged 

enough to qualify for the event, or even walk away as 

the winners.” 

Besides designing, producing and selling 

sunglasses, Costa is at the forefront of ocean conser-

vation. Because so many Costa sunglass owners 

enjoy the water regularly, Costa feels they have a 



responsibility to help protect it. Costa gives back in 

numerous ways, including, but not limited to, great-

white-shark research, plastic-pollution reduction 

efforts and relief to coastal families affected by natural 

disasters. You can find out more about the company’s 

OCEARCH, Kick Plastic and #OneCoast campaigns at 

the website costadelmar.com.

Part of the reason Costa was attracted to the OWC, 

says Cox, is because of its all-release format. 

Cox. “This is huge when you think about all the chal-

lenges they face in providing their clients with clean 

drinking water. They are estimating that it will elimi-

nate about 80,000 water bottles a year, just from their 

lodge in Guatemala.”

Costa is working with other lodges around the world 

to help find solutions to remove single-use plastic 

water bottles from their lodges or charter boats, and 

the entire movement is something they rally behind as 

“This event is one that shows a lot of promise for the 

future when other tournaments are concerned with 

giant purses and the biggest fish on the docks,” he says.

In addition to Costa’s growing partnerships with 

The Billfish Foundation, International Game Fish 

Association and other conservation groups, they are 

excited to expand their Kick Plastic program in 2019. 

“We worked with Casa Vieja Lodge in Guatemala to 

highlight their recent shift to remove all plastic water 

bottles from their lodge as well as on their boats,” says 

a company. For 2019, Costa Rica is in the company’s 

sights because of the country’s own goal to eliminate 

single-use plastic water bottles by as early as 2021.

“Fishing teams will see a major Costa presence at 

the 2019 event, and you better believe we will help 

put on a hell of a party,” says Cox. “But it’s not just 

about what we are doing at the event; we want to get 

involved with teams outside the event. Stay tuned as 

we work with the OWC staff to bring plenty of excite-

ment to the OWC in 2019.”
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HEAVYWEIGHT DORADO CATCHES DRAW 

CROWDS AT 2018 OFFSHORE WORLD 

CHAMPIONSHIP

One surprise result from the 2018 Offshore World 

Championship (OWC) was the high number of 

massive dorado caught by anglers throughout the 

event. In 2017, the heaviest dolphin caught at the 

OWC was a 47-pounder. In 2018, seven dorado 

weighed more than 48 pounds. 

The fish caught were not close to the current 

IGFA all-tackle record — an 87-pounder landed in 

Papagayo Gulf, Costa Rica — but they were definitely 

eye-catching and personal records for a number of 

anglers competing in the tournament. 

Because the top dorado on the dock wins a prize, 

competition and suspense surrounded day three’s 

weigh-in when numerous teams weighed monsters. 

Day one started the dolphin deluge and set a bench-

mark, with a 46.8-pounder caught by Juan Manuel 

Cobar de La Hoz, of Team 35th International Sailfish 

Tournament. That was just the beginning. 

Day three saw a push of massive dorado intersect 

with competing tournament boats. From lightest to 
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heaviest: Juan Cabrera Pena, of Team XXV Torneo De 

Pesca De Aturo Puerto Calero, caught a 49.6-pounder; 

Pedro Martins Guimaraes, of Team Torneio de Peixes 

de Bico-Icarai, landed a 50.5-pounder; Carlos Assad, 

of Team Torneio Marlin do Rio de Janeiro, hauled in a 

55.7-pounder; Sergio Barcelos, of Team Torneio Open 

Com Iscas Artificiais, stuck a 56.3-pounder; Andrey 

Dzhagarbekov, of Team Kup Grada Hvara, boated a 

56.7-pounder; Ricardo Balazeiro, of Team Torneio 

de Canavieiras, weighed a 58.9-pounder; and Sam 

Worden, of Team 2011 Offshore World Championship, 

popped a 62.6-pounder. 

Worden’s dorado was the only fish to break the 

60-pound mark during the event, but it was refreshing 

to see massive dolphin back in Costa Rica after several 

slow years. The trend of big dorado catches continued 

after the 2018 OWC ended, with much of the rest of 

2018 inundated with big dorado.

“The dorado bite continued in good numbers 

throughout the year all along the Pacific Coast,” 

says Todd Staley, communications manager for the 

Federacion Costarricense de Pesca (FECOP). “Most of 

the fish I saw down south were 20 to 30 pounds, but 

several up to 50 pounds were taken.”

Staley believes the combination of weather 

changes, reduction in El Niño sea-surface tempera-

tures and decrease in number of licenses for tuna-

seine boats in Costa Rica contributed to the better 

numbers. The 45-mile protected zone along the coast 

from purse seiners was a major factor in the recovery 

of tuna for sport-fishing boats, as well as other 

species like dorado and marlin. He also attributes 

the rise in marlin catches away from fish-aggregating 

devices (FADs) to less purse-seine activity.

But Staley says there is still work to be done to 

protect Costa Rica fisheries from exploitation.

“Illegal fishing is still a problem in Costa Rica,” he 

says. “Floating FADs used by tuna boats are illegal 

and take tons of juvenile tuna, dorado, wahoo 

and other species. Some of the commercial boats 

targeting sharks will take anything they catch. We will 

address illegal fishing in a 2019 national campaign.” 
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PARADOR RESORT & SPA

This year, chef Rodrigo Salazar 

is unveiling exotic dishes for the 

exclusive La Fragata dining expe-

rience. Featuring seasonal and 

locally sourced ingredients, the 

new menu is a perpetually shape-

shifting masterpiece of nuanced 

flavors tied to the tropical theme 

that surrounds this jungle location. 

Many herbs, spices and vegetables 

are grown right on the sustain-

able property, one of the reasons 

Parador has earned the designa-

tion of “eco-luxury resort.” Chef 

Salazar and his team are happy to 

assist guests who may have any 

dietary requirements.

The year 2019 will also include 

the grand opening of Parador’s 

highly anticipated multiuse addi-

tion, with close to 30,000 square 

feet of space divided into a 

convention center, bar, terrace, 

suites and underground parking. 

Construction on this new building 

began in early 2018, adding space 

for business meetings, retreats, 

P
arador Resort & Spa has once 

again partnered with the 

Offshore World Championship for 

2019 and will serve as the official 

headquarters. Located 15 minutes 

away from the Marina Pez Vela, 

Parador offers spectacular views 

of the Pacific Ocean and Manuel 

Antonio National Park.

When anglers visit, guests 

are encouraged to utilize all of 

Parador’s amenities, which include 

four restaurants, three pool areas 

(one exclusively for adults), two 

lounges (one featuring a swim-up 

bar), a fitness center, game room, 

18-hole miniature golf course, 

and finally, the Pacifica Spa. The 

spa is the absolute best place in 

Manuel Antonio to treat yourself, 

friends and loved ones to a variety 

of massage styles and techniques, 

facials, manicures and pedicures. 

Check out the menu online at 

hotelparador.com/spa to see all 

the rejuvenating services offered.

THE PLACE TO STAY DURING THE OFFSHORE WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP.

weddings or any event requiring 

the use of a convention hall. The 

first phase of the project, a terrace 

and convention center, was ready 

at the end of 2018. The brand-new 

building features spectacular views 

of the Pacific Ocean and the verdant 

rainforest surrounding the property.

Maintaining previously legendary 

status, this year’s OWC kickoff party 

at Parador Resort & Spa is sure to 

dazzle and will continue to include 

enough food and drinks to satisfy 

even the weariest angler. If the 

past few years are any indication, 

most of the OWC teams choose to 

stay at Parador, so be sure to book 

your reservations early. For more 

information, visit hotelparador.com 

or call 877-506-1414. Be sure to 

mention you’re an OWC participant 

to receive exclusive rates. Come 

back to Parador Resort & Spa for 

your family holidays, destination 

weddings, anniversaries or anytime 

you need a pampered getaway to a 

tropical location.
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MARINA 

PEZ VELA

designed to allow visiting captains 

a private space in which to work, 

relax,  coordinate meetings, orga-

nize maintenance or share with 

colleagues in a customized space.  

An exciting collaboration 

between Marina Pez Vela and 

Hatteras brought a newly rein-

troduced Cabo 41 Express to 

the marina in late 2018. The 

fishing machine is designed for 

maximum fishability, allowing for 

more hours of fishing as well as 

top-of-the-line performance and 

security in all weather  conditions. 

Marina Pez Vela hopes to have 

the sport-fisher on display at the 

Offshore World Championship 

and welcomes clients and guests 

to climb on board for a firsthand 

experience.

The coming tournament season 

at Marina Pez Vela includes new 

events added to the calendar for 

2019. The tournament season kicks 

off with the Annual Dorado Derby. 

This one-day event, scheduled for 

W
hile marina projects 

around the world rest in 

complacency with their current 

space and services, Marina Pez 

Vela is in a state of evolution, 

raising the bar for visiting anglers, 

captains and guests. In 2019, the 

marina continues its progress and 

commitment toward creating a 

one-of-a-kind destination in the 

heart of some of the world’s richest 

waters. Check out a few of the latest 

developments at Marina Pez Vela. 

In a partnership unlike any other 

in Costa Rica, Marina Pez Vela and 

Costa Rica’s leading telecommuni-

cations provider have completed 

the installation of fiber-optic 

cable and direct connections for 

high-speed internet, Voice Over 

Internet Protocol (VOIP) and 

Internet Protocol Television (IPTV) 

to all marina docks. Every slip now 

has a direct fiber-optic connec-

tion, with the ability to customize 

additional services based on 

the needs and size of the vessel 

and crew. Marina Pez Vela has an 

acute awareness of the impor-

tance of seamless  high-speed 

connectivity for captains and 

crews at the docks. This new 

development makes Marina Pez 

Vela the only marina in Central 

America with fiber-optic and IPTV 

at all of its docks.

In addition to the fiber-optic 

services, Marina Pez Vela is 

committed to guest experiences. 

Its yacht yard, marina basin and 

services continue to expand and 

prove their excellence, exem-

plified by the new Captain’s 

Lounge. This lounge is specifically 

THE MARINA THAT EVERYONE IS 

TALKING ABOUT.

November, 2019, takes place at the 

peak of Costa Rica’s dorado run. 

The tournament is all about fun. 

Anglers of all experience levels are 

invited to book charter boats and 

compete for the biggest dorado of 

the day. The event will culminate 

with dockside weigh-ins, live music, 

a collective fish fry and a party at 

the amphitheater. Marina Pez Vela 

expects the tournament to set the 

tone for the entire tournament year 

ahead, delivering big on smiles 

and memories. 

New to the tournament series in 

2019 is the First Annual Pescadora 

Ladies Only Billfish Tournament. 

Under the leadership and inspi-

ration of local icon, Samantha 

Mumford, Marina Pez Vela is proud 

to be hosting the event. This 

tourney is anything but a gimmicky 

women-only event — it will combine 

great competition among interna-

tional anglers with fun dockside 

socials and events for participants.

Jan. 12-13, 2019: Pelagic Rockstar Tournament

Feb. 22-23, 2019: Pescadora Ladies Only Billfish Tournament

March 15-16, 2019: 8th Annual Quepos Billfish Cup

April 26-27, 2019: Marina Pez Vela Open

Nov. 17, 2019: Dorado Derby

FOR MORE INFORMATION, FIND MARINA PEZ VELA ON SOCIAL MEDIA 

OR VISIT MARINAPEZVELA.COM.

FULL TOURNAMENT SCHEDULE
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THE TOP FOUR TEAMS AT THE 2018 OFFSHORE 

WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP CUT THEIR TEETH AT 

QUALIFYING EVENTS IN BRAZIL.

BRAZIL BRINGS THE 
BIG GUNS IN 2018

BY SAM HUDSON
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FIRST PLACE TEAM: TORNEIO MARLIN DO RIO DE JANEIRO
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The 

2018 Lucas Oil 

Offshore World 

Championship 

gathered some of the world’s best 

anglers together for the chance 

to earn the most exclusive title in 

international tournament fishing. 

But of the 51 elite teams competing, 

only one was crowned 2018 Offshore 

World Champions. 

In 2018, the title went to Team 

Torneio Marlin do Rio de Janeiro, 

of Brazil. The victory was especially 

sweet for anglers Matheus Assad, 

Elias Houaiss, Mateus Marques, 

Helio Marques and Carlos Assad. 

In 2017, their team came in second 

place to fellow Brazilians, Team 

Torneio de Peixes de Bico. Of the 

11 Brazilian teams competing in the 

tournament in 2018, seven finished 

in the top 10. A complete recap 

of the 2018 results is available at 

offshoreworldchampionship.com. 

For 2019, it’s everyone against 

the Brazilians. Will anyone be able 

to topple their stranglehold on the 

leaderboard? No matter what, teams 

overwhelmingly agreed the 2018 

tourney was an absolute blast. We 

spoke to the 2018 champions, OWC 

veterans and new qualifiers to get 

their reactions from the 2018 event in 

Quepos, Costa Rica. 

ELIAS HOUAISS, A MEMBER OF 

THE TORNEIO MARLIN DO RIO DE 

JANEIRO WINNING TEAM

OFFSHORE WORLD: How did it 

feel to win the 2018 Offshore World 

Championship tournament? 

EH: Winning the OWC in 2018 was 

hard for us to believe until the moment 

it finally happened. Being a part of the 

tournament with so many other great 

teams, some of them that we admire 

a lot, really inspired us. It is some-

thing we are proud of. So how do we 

feel about winning a tournament like 

this? It is hard to describe. It is a mix 

between satisfaction, happiness and 

thankfulness. For sure, we’ll remember 

the moment for the rest of our lives.

OFFSHORE WORLD: Brazilian teams 

did really well in 2018, taking first, 

second and third place. Why do you 

think Brazilian teams do so well at the 

Offshore World Championship?

EH: Fishing in Brazil is something 

that is becoming harder each year. 

The commercial fishing industry kills 

tons of billfish every day during peak 

season with their long lines. The 

government has not done anything 

to stop it. In the past, a usual trip had 

up to 20 strikes in a day. Today, the 

average is four strikes. So fishing for so 

few billfish means that you can’t make 

common mistakes.

OFFSHORE WORLD: What fishing 

techniques for billfish in Brazil did you 

use in Costa Rica?

EH: We have had the opportunity 

to fish in many different places in 

Brazil and around the world. Each 

place has its own techniques. Fishing 

in Guatemala is different than fishing 

in Costa Rica. Costa Rica is different 

than fishing in Brazil. Whenever we 

fish different places, we try a mix 

of the best practices that we know, 

depending on the amount of strikes, 

sea conditions, wind and weather.

OFFSHORE WORLD: Did you bring 

your own fishing tackle? Did you rig 

your own fishing tackle?

EH: Yes, we took our own tackle to 

the tournament. Rods, reels, lines and 

other things were all brought with us. 

No disrespect to the Costa Rica mates, 

but we rig everything ourselves. This is 

the best way to guarantee good quality. 

OFFSHORE WORLD: Does your team 

use spinning rods and reels to catch 

marlin? 

EH: When we troll with natural 

baits, half of us use spinning reels 

and half of us use conventional reels. 

It depends on what the angler feels 

most comfortable with. When we 

fish with lures, we all use conven-

tional reels. In my opinion, I do prefer 

conventional reels for both baits and 

lures. I like to feel the billfish bite. The 

main advantage of spinning reels is 

that the fish does not feel the pressure 

of the line during the attack.

OFFSHORE WORLD: You caught all 

your fish the first three days of fishing 

at the OWC. What was it like on the 

fourth day of fishing? 

EH: It was one of the most stressful 

days of our entire lives. Winning the 

OWC in 2018 was more than a dream 

and, suddenly, it was so tangible. We 

were confident during the last day, 

but the fish were not cooperative with 

us. That’s the reason we love it. Going 

without any releases on the last day 

made the whole crew go crazy. Every 

team’s hookup we heard over the 

radio was pure torment. 

OFFSHORE WORLD: What is your 

favorite offshore fish to target in Brazil?

EH: Blue marlin, for sure. It doesn’t 

matter how long you’ve been fishing 

for them; they are always a big 

surprise and a day to remember. 

OFFSHORE WORLD: How many tour-

naments do you guys fish in a year?

EH: Last season, we took part in 

two tournaments in Brazil: Torneio de 

Marlin do Rio de Janeiro and Cabo 

Frio Marlin Invitational. We won both. 

Then we won the 2018 OWC. What a 

great season that was. 

OFFSHORE WORLD: What’s the 

biggest marlin anyone on your fishing 

team has ever caught? 

EH: Brazilian blue marlin are quite 

big! We have many big fish in our 
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KC: I think a lot of times it is to chal-

lenge their own accomplishments and 

to prove that their win was not a fluke. 

It truly is a great experience, and to 

consistently be a top-10 team at this 

level requires a tremendous amount of 

talent, focus and true team effort.

OFFSHORE WORLD: Sailfish catches 

dominated 2018. How does it 

compare to 2011 fishing? I imagine 

you guys caught a ton of striped 

marlin in Cabo when the OWC used to 

be held there.

KC: In Cabo we caught 15 striped 

marlin and two sailfish. The fact is, 

none of our teammates had ever been 

to Cabo San Lucas before, and we 

caught more marlin in that tourna-

ment that we had caught previously 

in our combined lifetimes. It was our 

first year, and we had some beginner’s 

luck, combined with great swimming 

ballyhoo that we had brought from 

Florida. Also, we had world-class 

anglers Sam Worden and Hunter 

Baron on our team.

OFFSHORE WORLD: What’s it like 

to be able to talk to, drink with and 

socialize with fishing teams from all 

over the world?

KC: It is an honor to be with all those 

anglers who represent the pinnacle 

of the sport-fishing world. They are 

true competitors and embrace ethical 

angling and sportsmanship. There 

are always great fishing stories to be 

told, and as we anglers like to say, ‘All 

fishermen are liars, except me and you 

and I’m still not sure about you!’

OFFSHORE WORLD: How does 

Costa Rica compare to some of the 

other billfish fisheries you guys have 

fished together? In the 2011 tour-

nament, I believe you guys won a 

 qualifying event in the Keys?

KC: We had been on the sail-

fish tournament circuit for years in 

South Florida and were always pretty 

competitive, so when we finally won 

a qualifying event, we couldn’t pass 

up the chance to be in the OWC. We 

mainly sailfish in the Florida Keys, but 

have also fished for billfish in Hawaii, 

Cabo and Costa. All are great billfishing 

grounds, and Costa Rica has seen an 

amazing number of sailfish during 

the OWC tournaments thanks to the 

efforts of conservationists like Capt. 

Richard Chellemi of Gamefisher II, 

and Carlos Cavero Vargas of FECOP 

[Federacion Costarricencse de Pesca]. 

FECOP was instrumental in stopping 

the exportation of sailfish from Costa 

Rica beginning in 2009 and lobbied 

the government to reduce the number 

of purse-seine licenses by 70 percent, 

probably saving 25 metric tons of 

marlin that would have been bycatch, 

not to mention tons of other pelagic 

species and marine mammals.

EH: We very much intend to. 

Unfortunately, probably not with all the 

same anglers, but the OWC 2018 team 

will definitely return to try to win again.

KEVIN CLARK, A MEMBER OF 

THE 2011 OFFSHORE WORLD 

CHAMPIONSHIP TEAM

OFFSHORE WORLD: As the 

2011 winners, we consider you 

guys veterans of Offshore World 

Championship tournaments. Was the 

competition stiffer in 2018?

KC: The competition is always stiff, 

history. A memorable day was in 

the 2017 Torneio Cabo Frio Marlin 

Invitational. We released four blue 

marlin in the same day, and all of 

them were 400-plus pounds — the 

biggest was 750 pounds. The anglers 

that day were me, Matheus Assad and 

Helio Marques. 

OFFSHORE WORLD: Do you think 

your team will ever come back to 

Costa Rica and compete in another 

Offshore World Championship?

as these teams have won qualifying 

events from around the world. They 

are world-class anglers for a variety 

of species, and those who regularly 

target billfish in their home waters 

have a distinct advantage.

OFFSHORE WORLD: You’re not 

the only team to return to the OWC. 

Why do you think so many different 

winning teams end up coming back 

to fish again?
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OFFSHORE WORLD: Do you have 

any memories or moments you 

can share from the Offshore World 

Championship?

KC: In 2013, after being in the 

top five after days two and three, 

we didn’t have a bite all day on day 

four. We insisted the mates rig fresh 

baits with half an hour to go in the 

tournament, and 20 minutes later we 

hooked up and landed a quad of sail-

fish to jump from 13th place to fifth 

place in the waning minutes of the 

tournament. Catching a 200-pound 

blue marlin in 2016 on a TDL20 with 

30-pound-test for me and Worden’s 

62.6-pound dorado this year were 

also great memories.

OFFSHORE WORLD: In 2018 

Brazilian teams dominated the top 

three places. What is it going to take 

to beat out those guys in future  

OWC tournaments?

KC: The Brazilian teams are great 

fishermen who do more dead-bait 

fishing than a lot of the other qualifying 

teams. They have mastered the art of 

the drop-back and the use of spinning 

rods for catching billfish. They also have 

a communications advantage. I’m still 

practicing my Spanglish to improve 

communications with the great Tico 

captains and mates.

OFFSHORE WORLD: Have you 

learned any new fishing techniques 

for billfish fishing alongside these 

other international teams?

KC: We have had to learn to troll 

weighted dead baits, as this is really 

the only week of the year we get to 

use this technique, and there is a 

great deal of skill required to consis-

tently hook up billfish using the 

 drop-back technique.  

OFFSHORE WORLD: What advice 

do you have for teams coming to the 

Offshore World Championship for the 

first time?

KC: Be sure to enjoy the beautiful 

country of Costa Rica. I have had 

a home here for the past decade, 

and the people are very friendly, the 

wildlife and fisheries are phenomenal, 

and the weather is always beautiful.

OFFSHORE WORLD: Will you guys 

come back and compete for another 

championship in Costa Rica?

KC: We are planning on coming back 

in 2019 and 2020 so that we compete 

in 10 OWCs in a row. I don’t think 

anybody has come close to that yet, so 

that is our goal.

DELPHINE HARTSHORN, A 

MEMBER OF THE CAICOS CLASSIC 

RELEASE TOURNAMENT TEAM

OFFSHORE WORLD: As a new team, 

what were your first impressions of 

the Offshore World Championship in 

Costa Rica?

DH: We were very impressed with 

the organization of the tournament. 

From the welcome evening to the daily 

marina socials to the closing party, 

the atmosphere was great and every-

thing ran smoothly. It was certainly a 

well-run and professional tournament. 

For such a large event it wasn’t at all 

intimidating, and we felt so welcome 

by the committee, volunteers and other 

teams. Carter at Marina Pez Vela was 

fantastic. He used to live in Turks and 

Caicos, so it was great to have an old 

friend there with us. 

OFFSHORE WORLD: Were the teams 

you met at the 2018 OWC friendly? 

Were they just as addicted to fishing as 

you were?

DH: Absolutely. We didn’t have the 

opportunity to meet all of the teams, 

but those we did were welcoming, and 

their passion for being on the water 

and chasing big game was apparent.

OFFSHORE WORLD: Do you believe 

the competition was tough? Was it 

what you expected?

DH: Honestly, we didn’t really know 
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what to expect! This was the fi rst time 

fi shing in Costa Rica for most of us, 

and the fi rst time at the OWC for all of 

us. We fi sh our local tournaments to 

have fun, and of course to win, but we 

knew this would be a tough competi-

tion. Bait-and-switch and circle-hook 

fi shing are not how we fi sh daily, so we 

knew this would prove challenging. 

We approached the OWC the same as 

our local tournaments: to have fun, to 

do our best to get a win and to learn 

from our different boat crews.

OFFSHORE WORLD: Do you have 

any fun moments or memories you 

can share with us?

DH: We had a great time on all 

of the boats, and each angler had 

standout moments. Highlights were 

defi nitely Bruce releasing a sailfi sh on 

his birthday, the fi rst day of fi shing; 

Bill’s sailfi sh hookup on day three just 

a minute after lines in; Gervergo’s fi rst 

sailfi sh release on day one; Mike’s 

marlin on day three that he battled hard 

for; and Delphine’s big marlin on day 

three. All of these moments stand out. 

I think the best moment for us all 

was our ride home on day three. On 

the run in, we all gathered to listen to 

the radio recap at the end of the day 

and heard we were in fi fth place, and 

our boat for the day, Raven, was in 

third. We hadn’t really paid too much 

attention to the radio throughout 

the day, so it was very exciting. The 

energy from our team and our crew 

was incredible and spirits were 

high. When we arrived back to the 

dock, phones started pinging with 

messages from back home. We had 

the whole community behind us, and 

they were so excited we were doing 

so well. It’s always so much fun fi shing 

tournaments, but when you get to 

wave your country’s fl ag doing it, 

that’s special.

OFFSHORE WORLD: Can you tell us 

about that third day of fi shing? It was 

a great day for you guys.

DH: That third day really was a 

great day for us. What a blast! When 

day three rolled around, we were 

able to really get in the groove. Bill 

released a sailfi sh about a minute 

after lines in, and the bites kept on 

coming. We missed a couple early in 

the day, but every team member got 

a release for the day, and we enjoyed 

the shared enthusiasm and passion 

from our crew. The ride in was a lot 

of fun. We were celebrating top-fi ve 

positions for both team and boat, so 

the energy was great.

OFFSHORE WORLD: You guys 

always seemed to be having a blast at 

the marina and different events. Is it 

just your nature? 

DH: This is defi nitely our nature! 

As a charter company crew, we work 

together daily and fi sh together 

regularly, whether it’s a local 

 tournament, charter or fun fi shing 

with our crew. We always make fun a 

priority, which is easy when you love 

what you do.

OFFSHORE WORLD: How does 

fi shing in Turks and Caicos compare to 

fi shing in Costa Rica?

DH: The major difference was the 

distance running to fi shing grounds. 

At home in Turks and Caicos, we are 

fi shing 10 to 15 minutes from the 

dock. In Costa Rica, they are running 

one to two hours out. There are differ-

ences in the catch as well. Pacifi c sailfi sh 

are bigger and in greater numbers 

than the Atlantic sailfi sh we have in our 

fi shery. From our discussions with our 

crews, we learned that while they see 

bigger dolphin than we typically do, 

our wahoo and yellowfi n are bigger 

than what they catch in season. We 

pulled up some pictures of 90-pound 

wahoo from our season and the guys 

were impressed. 

OFFSHORE WORLD: Would you 

tell your friends, if they had the 

 opportunity to fi sh the offshore world 

championship, to come out to Costa 

Rica to experience it? 

DH: We would defi nitely recommend 

friends seize the opportunity to fi sh the 

OWC. The camaraderie, the location, 

the fi shery and the experience of the 

local crews were outstanding. 
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TOP 2018 TEAMS

1st Place - 3,955.7 points, 

Brazil representing the 

Torneio Marlin do Rio 

de Janeiro

2nd Place - 3,300 points, 

Brazil representing the 

Torneio De Peixes De Bico

3rd Place - 2,700 points, 

Brazil representing the 

Torneio De Peixe De Oceano

TOP ANGLERS

1st Place – Earning 2,649.6 

points from two blue marlin, 

eight sailfi sh and one 

49.6-pound dolphin, Juan 

Cabrera Pena, of the XXV 

Torneo De Pesca De Aturo 

Puerto Calero team 

2nd Place – Earning 1,700 

points from one marlin 

and six sailfi sh releases, 

Elisangela Pina, of the XIV 

Billfi sh Challenge team

3rd Place – Earning 1,700 

points from one blue marlin 

and six sailfi sh releases, Miro 

Vrlja, of the Kup Grada 

Hvara team 

4th Place – Earning 1,500 

points from one blue marlin 

and fi ve sailfi sh releases, Nilo 

Cottini Filho, of the Torneio 

De Peixes De Bico team 

5th Place – Earning 1,400 

points from seven sailfi sh 

releases, Matheus Assad, of 

the Torneio Marlin do Rio de 

Janeiro team 

6th Place – Earning 1,362.6 

points from four sailfi sh 

releases, one marlin release 

and one 62.6-pound 

dolphin, Sam Worden, of 

the 2011 Offshore World 

Championship team

Anglers received prizes from 

Lucas Oil Offshore World 

Championship sponsors 

King Sailfi sh Mounts, 

Soundview Millworks, Guy 

Harvey, Costa Sunglasses, 

AFTCO, Garmin Marine, Flor 

de Caña, Big T Lures and 

Heineken. 

TOP BOAT/
CAPTAIN

1st place – Earning 3,555.7 

points, Epic, Michael 

Alligood, Los Suenos, 

Costa Rica 

2nd place – Earning 3,000 

points, Mako, Capt. Mike 

Springer, Los Suenos, 

Costa Rica

3rd place – Earning 2,789.8 

points, Super Fly, Capt. Rudy 

Arguedas, Los Suenos,

 Costa Rica

Captains received prizes 

from Lucas Oil Offshore 

World Championship 

sponsors King Sailfi sh 

Mounts, YETI, Guy Harvey, 

Costa Sunglasses, Lucas Oil, 

AFTCO, Taylor Offshore, 

Flor de Cana, Big T Lures 

and Heineken.

HEAVIEST 
DORADO

1st Place – 62.6 pounds, 

Sam Worden of the 

2011 Offshore World 

Championship team, 

USA, received prizes from 

Lucas Oil Offshore World 

Championship sponsors Guy 

Harvey, King Sailfi sh Mounts, 

Soundview Millworks, 

AFTCO and Flor de Caña.

HEAVIEST TUNA

1st Place – 29.7 pounds, 

Calvin Du Plessis, of the 

Malindi International Festival 

team, Kenya, received prizes 

from Lucas Oil Offshore 

World Championship 

sponsors Guy Harvey, King 

Sailfi sh Mounts, Soundview 

Millworks, AFTCO and Flor 

de Caña.

FINAL STANDINGS
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T
o celebrate 20 years of Offshore World Championship 

(OWC) tournaments, we took a dive into the history of this 

unique, prestigious fishing event. Did you know the OWC 

has been held in three different tournament locations over the past 

two decades? Each location is a marlin hot spot, with different 

fishing techniques necessary to successfully target local billfish. 

“I originally came up with the idea to hold the OWC as a means 

to [attract] new members to the IGFA,” says Mike Leech, former 

president of the International Game Fish Association [IGFA]. “I had 

been involved in many tournaments over the years. I created several 

tournaments, observed in many and participated in many over the 

years. The idea that it could generate cash flow was secondary.”

Leech says it took some convincing for all the IGFA trustees 

to go along with the idea of the association sponsoring a world 

championship. However, the plan was approved in June 1997, with 

the first championship to be held in 2000. This gave the IGFA time 

to publicize and approve qualifying events around the world in 

1999. The winning teams were invited to the first OWC in March 

2000 in Kona, Hawaii. 

“Although we had somewhere around 100 qualifying tourneys, 

only 38 teams actually participated the first year,” says Leech. 

“We only charged the qualifying tourneys $100 to be approved as 

part of the event, but the qualifying events were also supposed to 

make their participants members of the IGFA at a discount price. 

Eventually this practice would generate close to 5,000 IGFA 

members each year.”

The original name Leech picked for the event was called 

the IGFA International Tournament of Champions, but the 

EXPLAINED: 

THE HISTORY BEHIND THE

OFFSHORE WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP

A CLOSER LOOK AT THE OFFSHORE WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP’S THREE EVENT DESTINATIONS 

ACROSS TWO DECADES OF SUCCESSFUL INTERNATIONAL COMPETITION.

By Sam Hudson
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Champion Boat Company threatened to sue the IGFA for 

infringing on its Champion Tournament name. Rather than argue, 

the IGFA changed its name to the Rolex IGFA Offshore World 

Championship when Rolex joined as a major sponsor. All four 

members of the winning team received engraved Rolex watches. 

The event grew and became known simply as The Rolex, a name 

that’s still sometimes mentioned to this day.

“One of the goals of the IGFA in holding the event was to show 

the world that you did not need to offer cash prizes or to kill 

billfish to hold a successful competition,” says Leech. “In this, we 

succeeded. Ecuador soon copied our format to hold their first-ever 

total release billfish tourney. We were also one of the first tourna-

ments to require circle hooks in an international event.”

In the following pages, we spotlight Kona, Hawaii; Cabo San 

Lucas, Mexico; and Quepos, Costa Rica, along with key indi-

viduals who made the tournaments in each location successful. 

Kona was the first location ever to host an Offshore World 

Championship tourney, back in 2000. Soon, the event moved to 

bountiful Cabo San Lucas in 2002, where it stayed for more than 

a decade. Since 2013, the Olympic-style sport-fishing event has 

been hosted in beautiful Quepos, Costa Rica. 

KONA, HAWAII: 2000-2001

The IGFA chose Kona, Hawaii, to hold its first championship for 

several reasons. Kona had plenty of excellent charter boats with 

experienced captains and reasonable charter fees. Target species 

included big blue marlin, plus black marlin, striped marlin and 

spearfish. Kona also has calm seas, a year-round fishing season, 

beautiful scenery and famed Hawaiian ambience. 

Given its location in the middle of the vast Pacific Ocean, the 

volcanic Hawaiian Islands serve as natural feeding outposts 

for many pelagic species, with blue marlin at the very top of the 

list. The depths plummet rapidly, so there’s no reason to make 

a long run. Trolling often begins as soon as the boats leave the 

harbor. Two large mountains, Mauna Kea and Mauna Loa, offer 

a 40-mile-long swath of water that’s protected from the trade 

winds, meaning conditions are usually flat-calm all year. 

Several IGFA world-record blue marlin have been landed in 

the surrounding waters, which are also home to the largest marlin 

ever caught on hook and line: an 1,805-pounder known as Choy’s 

Monster that was caught off the island of Oahu in 1970 by a 

charter party fishing with Capt. Cornelius Choy. In order to cover 

ground, nearly everyone pulls a spread of artificial lures, with 

some of the world’s most popular designs originating in Kona. 

Heavy tackle also rules the day, with most boats running their 

lures from 80s and 130s. 

Sue Vermillion was picked as the first-ever tournament director. 

Vermillion still runs fishing events in Hawaii, including Huggo’s 

Wahine Tournament for the past 23 years, one of the largest 

women’s marlin tournaments in the world. The tournament draws 

an average of 75 teams.

“I was contacted and hired by Mike Leech in 1999 to be the 

tournament director for the OWC,” says Vermillion. “I wrote the 

rules, set up all of the tournament operations and assisted the IGFA 

in starting the inaugural event in Hawaii.”

Vermillion lived in Hawaii and had major experience running 

Team Allied Marine Sailfish Hoedown, consisting of

Ronald R. McCall II, R. Scott Hurley, Tom Castlleman and 

Micheal Bozzuto, won the first-ever championship in Hawaii.

Y BEHIND THE 

ORLD CHAMPIONSHIP

Top: OWC Fishing teams aboard charter boats head out of 

the Marina Pez Vela in Quepos, Costa Rica.



competitions, explains Leech. It was a wise decision to hire her, 

and Vermillion remained with the OWC every year Leech was in 

charge. Early on, Leech also hired Lynda Wilson, another valuable 

member of the team, to coordinate tournament operations at IGFA 

headquarters. Wilson remained with the OWC until 2018.

“I was the tournament director for the Hawaiian International 

Billfi sh Tournament, so folding in a new event went pretty well, as I 

was very familiar with running a large event,” says Vermillion.  “The 

logistical challenges were making sure we 

had the best possible boats, captains and 

venues for all of the events, and making 

sure that the sponsors, teams and IGFA 

staff  were committed to competing and 

running the most professional tournament 

possible.”

Everything was perfect in Hawaii except 

for one major component: The marlin were 

massive, but there weren’t enough fi sh for 

teams to target. Some teams came from 

the other side of the world and ended up 

fi shing four days without a catch. Totals 

from day one of the fi rst-ever champion-

ship included eight striped marlin, fi ve 

short-nosed spearfi sh and four Pacifi c blue 

marlin — a total of 17 billfi sh. 

The results from the inaugural March 

2000 championship were not eye-opening, 

to say the least. The fi rst-place Team Allied 

Marine Sailfi sh Hoedown scored 850 

points from three fi sh releases. Second-place Team International 

La Guaira Billfi sh Shootout scored 700 points from three fi sh. 

Third-place Team Presidential Challenge Series Costa Rica scored 

700 points from four fi sh.

“By the second year we knew we needed to fi nd a place with more 

fi sh,” says Leech. “Not only that, but although the state of Hawaii 

gave large subsidies to their locally sponsored tournaments, they 

would never commit to supporting the OWC with a single dime.” 

In the second year of the event, qualifying-events numbers 

increased, but only 35 teams participated. A team from Brazil won. 

That’s when Cabo San Lucas entered the picture.

CABO SAN LUCAS, MEXICO: 2002-2012 

A meeting Mike Leech had in New York City with Los Cabos 

Tourism led to their major fi nancial commitment and support of 

the OWC. 

“When the IGFA decided to move the 

tournament to Cabo San Lucas in 2002, I 

made the fi rst trip down to Cabo San Lucas 

and set up all of the contacts needed to run 

an event in Mexico,” says Vermillion. “The 

issues in moving the event to Mexico and 

running it there were very complicated 

— permits, fees, offi  cials, visas, shipping 

through customs, immigration, host marina 

and all the diff erent politics involved. I 

could go on for hours about the logistical 

hurdles that we went through to make the 

event happen.” 

Still, the fi rst Cabo OWC tournament in 

May 2002 was a major success.

“We had 57 teams from 25 countries 

compete the fi rst year in Cabo, and a 

Florida team ended up winning,” says 

Leech. “The press started calling the OWC 

the Olympics of Sport Fishing and the 

Super Bowl of Billfi shing. The competing 

teams loved Cabo and the fi shing there. All of the diff erent 

tournament events were spread around the Cabo community, so 

not just one place benefi ted. We produced a major impact on the 

community.”

The runs to the fi shing grounds are relatively short from Cabo; 

they’re not as short as Hawaii, but better than many other marlin 

fi shing hot spots. Located about 23 miles from Los Cabos Marina, 

the 1150 Bank (so named for its fathom notation on nautical 
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The IGFA OWC committee from 2002 in Cabo San Lucas.

Striped marlin are the most 
prevalent and iconic billfi sh 
in Cabo San Lucas.
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charts) is just one of several deep-sea formations that create 

nutrient-rich upwellings and attract forage and blue-water big-

game species near Cabo San Lucas. 

The reasons Cabo San Lucas worked so well as a destination were 

varied. There were plenty of charter boats in Cabo San Lucas at very 

reasonable prices, as well as lots of striped marlin to catch. Cabo also 

had a large selection of venues and hotels, and airfare was cheaper. 

“Our tournaments got bigger to the point that we had close to 70 

teams from all over the world and most of them caught fish,” says 

Leech. “Some years our teams released more than 500 marlin.”

Leech remained in charge of the overall event until Rob Kramer 

was named president of the IGFA in March 2003. Leech stayed with 

the IGFA on a part-time basis for three more years but had no more 

control of the tournament. Next, Mike Myatt assumed the role of 

tournament director. 

“Sue Vermillion left me an incredible blueprint to follow after 

2003,” says Myatt, who took over the role of tournament director 

from 2004 to 2008. “For the tournament director, it’s realizing 

not every team wins, so make the experience unforgettable for all. 

The event was at a very high level when I became director, and 

every year improvements were made by the IGFA team to upgrade 

events, entertainment, angler bags and merchandise. I was very 

fortunate to have an excellent team dedicated to the championship 

and anglers’ needs.”

The Cabo San Lucas community welcomed Mike Myatt, like 

they had welcomed his predecessors. Influential locals like Minerva

and Bob Smith, Phil Gentile, and Marco and Tracy Ehrenberg were 

invaluable resources on the ground in Cabo.

“Minerva, who runs a world-class tackle shop, and her crew 

welcomed all anglers, so her shop became the epicenter,” says 

Myatt. “The Hotel Finisterra, with their incredible staff, was the 

perfect venue for the event, mixing Old World charm with luxurious 

accommodations. In order to make the revolving boat format work, 

the Cabo fleet, captains and crew had to be world class, and because 

of their expertise, we were considered the most prestigious interna-

tional event worldwide.”

But times change, and in 2008, the IGFA almost closed down the 

Offshore World Championship.

“When the IGFA sent out a press release detailing its intentions to 

end the OWC after 2008, it was definitely a head-turner,” says Dan 

Jacobs, the current tournament director of the OWC.  “I received 

various emails and phone calls concerning this announcement, 

convincing me to call Mike Myatt and find a way to help. Myatt was 

extremely receptive, and after a few hours on the phone, we had 

some good ideas on how to keep this incredible event going.”  

The IGFA considered partner options and awarded the license 

agreement in 2009 to Bonnier Corporation. With that decision, 

Jacobs gained the title of tournament director for the IGFA Offshore 

World Championship, which he said was an absolute honor. 

“While I wasn’t a proponent of exiting the tournament busi-

ness,” says Myatt, “I had the utmost confidence in Bonnier and 

Dan Jacobs to continue leading the team and continue seeking 

excellence with the championship.” 

The IGFA tournament staff, and especially Myatt, were gracious 

in bringing Bonnier Corporation on board. Bonnier was also fortu-

nate to have Wilson available to join the team, with her experience 

helping the transition. 

“I know Cabo very well, as we have produced the Los Cabos 

Billfish Tournament since 1999, but the championship was a very 

different format and I needed to learn the ropes,” says Jacobs. “As 

luck would have it, I was invited to fish on our Los Cabos Billfish 

Tournament winning team that qualified for 2008 OWC. The 

opportunity provided great insight as an angler, as well as being able 

to work with the IGFA team a year prior to being in the hot seat.” 

The IGFA built a solid event, so Bonnier had a great blueprint 

to follow and grow from. The amazing sport-fishing community 

in Cabo and the striped-marlin fishery provided a perfect playing 

field for the tournament. Don Luis Coppola and the Finisterra 

were perfect hosts. Minerva and Pisces organized all of the charter 

boats; plus, the striped marlin always seemed to chew come tourna-

ment time in May. 

“All I needed to do was take advantage of Bonnier’s strengths 

by adding a dedicated annual magazine, which we called Offshore 

World, to distribute to all of the qualifying event teams, fishing 

industry leaders and participants attending the championship,” 

says Jacobs. “Other media elements added included live scoring 

OWC captains meetings used to take place at El Squid 
Roe night club in Cabo San Lucas.

Every sport boat that leaves Marina Cabo San Lucas must 
pass by the iconic arch of Cabo San Lucas.
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online, daily digital and social media, and official tournament 

video for the awards banquet.”

The checks and balances also needed to be tighter, so the OWC 

initiated catch, photograph and release rules and then transitioned 

to the catch, video and release requirements used today. Shooting 

video of the end game and fish release ensures every competing 

team accomplishes the required elements for scoring points.  

The IGFA license agreement started in 2009 and officially 

ended in 2012, although the tournament continues to support the 

IGFA every year. The year 2012 was also the last year the OWC 

hosted in Cabo San Lucas.

QUEPOS, COSTA RICA: 2013-2019

Similar to Kona and Cabo San Lucas, Quepos, Costa Rica, has 

great billfishing, calm sea conditions and reliable weather. 

“Costa Rica has incredible offshore fishing with very few 

non-fishable weather days,” explains Jacobs. “Second, and just as 

important, Marina Pez Vela can host at least 80 quality charter 

boats to take the teams fishing. Third, we needed quality accom-

modations, food and experiences for the anglers and guests to 

enjoy, with Quepos and Manuel Antonio fitting the bill perfectly. 

Teams come from all over the world, so you have to provide a 

charter-boat rotation to keep a level playing field.”

The Costa Rica Tourism Board, Marina Pez Vela, Costa 

Sunglasses, and various other major sponsors and supporters 

allow the OWC to be successful for anglers in Costa Rica. The 

first Costa Rica OWC tournament occurred in 2013, and teams 

were ecstatic about the new location. A total of 68 teams and 

324 anglers participated, catching 811 sailfish, nine blue marlin, 

one striped marlin, 24 dorado and six wahoo. Team Lyford Cay 

Offshore Tournament (Bahamas) scored 5,827 points to win first 

place. Their team caught 29 sailfish and a 27-pound dolphin in 

four days of fishing. 

Over the years, the excitement for fishing in Costa Rica hasn’t 

faded as teams continue to compete in qualifying events and make 

the pilgrimage to the event. Every year, the championship tries to 

provide great angler gifts, daily dockside socials and quality prizes. 

With 2019 being the 20th anniversary of the OWC, expect an even 

greater experience in Costa Rica. 

“I feel that competitive anglers are always seeking a high-water 

mark to measure themselves against,” says Myatt. “When you have 

the quality of international anglers that the championship has 

enjoyed, the competitive juices flow, and it’s game on. National pride 

is evident too, but that doesn’t prevent camaraderie among teams.” 

The series continues to be an international affair with more 

than 100 qualifying events. Teams from at least 30 different 

countries normally attend the championship. Jacobs would like 

to see a few more U.S.-based big-purse offshore event winners 

participate in the championship in 2019. There are so many great 

anglers fishing in U.S. waters that it would be nice to see them 

take advantage of the invitation to experience the OWC. 

“We find that some of the qualified winners at these events 

aren’t interested in fishing from charter boats for prizes and 

trophies and are only interested in money events,” says Jacobs. 

“We certainly understand the allure of those events that can 

change the lives of the crew by catching a million-dollar fish. But 

we don’t plan on the OWC ever being a money event, so we need 

to do a better job of appealing to the anglers’ competitiveness and 

sense of adventure. If you think you and your team are world-

class anglers, then the OWC has the best format to showcase 

your talents.” 

Tournaments are like an annual reunion, hosting great parties 

with everyone catching up and enjoying their time to the fullest. 

Anglers know how to have fun, and sometimes it goes a bit far. 

Blending in serious competition with all the enjoyment provides 

memorable experiences for participants. That’s exactly what 

Jacobs and the Offshore World Championship team strive for 

every year. 

“The passion for fishing in the end is what it’s all about,” 

says Jacobs. “OWC teams have enjoyed chasing huge marlin in 

Kona, prolific striped marlin in Cabo and record-setting sailfish 

in Costa Rica. In 2014, we had 64 teams release 2,735 billfish, 

setting a tournament record only to be beaten in 2015 with 67 

teams releasing 2,840 billfish. That’s an average of more than 42 

billfish per team over four days of fishing.”

Not every year is that jaw-dropping, but here’s to an 

unforgettable 20th anniversary for the Costa Offshore World 

Championship in beautiful Quepos, Costa Rica.

The Parador Resort and Spa is the OWC’s official tourney 
lodging headquarters.

Sailfish have been hot to bite off Costa Rica the last 
couple of years.
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AWARDS

VANMARK JEWELRY DESIGNERS
VANMARKJEWELRY.COM

Once again, competitors on the first-place team receive handcrafted, 
custom-made championship rings from Vanmark, proving you can’t beat 
quality craftsmanship and the special attention only an owner/operator 
can deliver. Similar to last year, the second-place team will receive custom 
gold pendants, while the third-place team will receive custom silver 
pendants recognizing their accomplishment. Mark Lloyd grew up in 
the jewelry business, learning the art of design in his hometown of Fort 
Lauderdale, Florida. Growing up so close to the Gulf Stream caused the 
ocean and its inhabitants to become a major theme in Lloyd’s designs, so 
in 1989, he combined his love for the sea and his jewelry-making skills to 
start Vanmark Jewelry Designers. Soon after, he introduced his popular 
Marine Collection, which continues to grow and inspire to this day, 
bringing art and jewelry together in a timeless ocean theme.

YETI
yeti.com

In 2006, brothers Roy and Ryan Seiders founded YETI Coolers with a simple 
mission: build the cooler they’d use every day if it existed — one made for 
the serious outdoor enthusiast rather than for mass-discount retailers, one that 
could take the abuse they knew they’d put it through out in the field and on the 
water, and one that simply would not break. They decided early on that product 
innovation would come from necessity and firsthand experience, not from market 
research and data analysis. And they’d never sacrifice quality for a few extra 
bucks because having your cooler’s lid cave in when you’re using it as a casting 
platform should never be part of anyone’s fishing trip. YETI proudly 
sponsors the Offshore World Championship.

GUY HARVEY
GUYHARVEYINC.COM

Guy Harvey is a unique blend of artist, angler, scientist, diver, conservationist 
and explorer. Using his background in marine biology and a lifetime spent on and 
under the water, Harvey creates wildlife artwork with unmatched authenticity. 
This artwork is reproduced on a wide variety of apparel, home goods and gift 
items available for purchase, with a percentage of the proceeds benefitting the 
marine conservation work of the Guy Harvey Ocean Foundation (GHOF). The 
foundation conducts scientific research and hosts educational programs aimed at 
conserving the marine environment, helping ensure that future generations can 
enjoy and benefit from a naturally balanced ocean ecosystem.
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GARMIN
GARMIN.COM/MARINE

Garmin is the world’s leading marine electronics 
manufacturer and was named the 2018 Manufacturer 
of the Year for the fourth consecutive year by the 
National Marine Electronics Association (NMEA) 
— an honor given to the most recognized marine 
electronics company for support of products in 
the field. Garmin’s portfolio includes some of the 
industry’s most sophisticated chart plotters, touch-
screen multifunction displays and sonar technology 
— including the award-winning GPSMAP 8600 series 
and Panoptix LiveScope ™— along with high-definition 
radar, autopilots, high-resolution mapping, sailing 
instrumentation, and other products and services 
known for innovation, reliability and ease of use.

LUCAS OIL PRODUCTS
LUCASOIL.COM

The Lucas success story has been built on hard work, an unparalleled line of premium products and an unwavering commitment to 
customer satisfaction. Forrest and Charlotte Lucas started Lucas Oil Products with the simple philosophy of producing only the best 
line of lubricants and additives available anywhere. Lucas now brings its expertise to a premium line of oils, greases and problem-solving 

additives for the marine market that have helped firmly 
establish Lucas as a prominent figure in this marketplace. 
Lucas Oil proudly continues to sponsor all the Bonnier 
sport-fishing tournaments while highlighting top-quality 
products such as the 15W-40 motor-oil line that has led the 
diesel-motor market for more than 30 years. In the near 
future, Lucas Oil will bring its newest Marine Fuel Treatment 
product developed specifically for the commercial industry. 
The new Marine Fuel Treatment available for 2019 provides 
the protection and lubrication users have come to expect 
while addressing and removing water that causes bacteria to 
develop, along with other major problems.

COSTA SUNGLASSES
COSTADELMAR.COM

Costa started in 1983 when a group of fishermen couldn’t find a 
pair of sunglasses that would do what they wanted — cut through 
the glare so they could see fish swimming under the water. Since 
that day, the Costa mission has never wavered: create the clearest 
sunglasses on the planet to tackle life’s great adventures. Serious 
fishermen require extraordinary eyewear, and Costa takes pride 
in servicing and satisfying the most demanding customers on the 
planet. Once you see a fish, your chances of catching it increase 
dramatically, and Costa’s excellent optics allow you to see fish 
better in less-than-ideal conditions. The members of the top three 
teams will receive a pair of Costas to continue their adventures.
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AWARDS

KING SAILFISH MOUNTS
KINGSAILFISHMOUNTS.COM

As one of the first taxidermy companies that advocated the release of fish and the use of photographs instead of a fish carcass to 
make realistic fiberglass mounts, King Sailfish Mounts ensured the release of many fish that otherwise might have been taken 
for a mount. This movement to release and mount continues to grow as anglers realize that the artists at King Sailfish Mounts 
can create incredibly realistic and much more durable mounts from photos alone. IGotOneOn.com — a mobile-access website 
by King Sailfish Mounts — gives anglers the opportunity to order a mount of their trophy fish “right there in the fighting chair.” 
With mobile access, pricing, delivery time and even images of how your mount will look are at your fingertips. King provides 
trophies for the top six high-point anglers; the top three high-point captains and mates; the top three tuna, wahoo and dorado; the 
winner of the roosterfish tourney; and the Hard Luck award.

AFTCO
AFTCO.COM

The American Fishing Tackle Company got its start in California 
by introducing the world to custom-built roller guides, roller 
tips, its world-famous fishing shorts and the ubiquitous AFTCO 
Unibutt. Today, that tackle company sells tackle and clothing all 
over the world and has become a household name in the sport-
fishing community. Since the sun can burn your hands too, the 
new AFTCO Solmar UV gloves would make a great gift for anyone 
trying to chase big Pacific sails in the tropics as our anglers in the 
OWC do. The first-place team will receive championship apparel 
and an AFTCO fighting belt and release gloves. In addition, all 
participating anglers will receive apparel from AFTCO.

FLOR DE CANA RUM
FLORDECANA.COM

A big sport-fishing enthusiast, Flor de Cana has been the official 
rum partner for the past 16 years of 12 international sport-fishing 
tournaments in Central America with more than 2,000 participants. 
The brand is now proud to become an official corporate partner 
of IGFA and support the organization in its commitment to the 
conservation of game fish, the promotion of responsible, ethical 
angling practices, and the recognition of outstanding accomplishments 
in this field. Flor de Cana has been recognized as the world’s best rum 
in prestigious international competitions in London, San Francisco 
and Chicago. All participating anglers receive complimentary award-
winning Flor de Cana rum cocktails, with the top three teams, high-
point anglers and top crews receiving select bottles.
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T
he excitement that 

surrounds the Offshore 

World Championship every year 

is tangible. You can feel it each 

day as you walk down the docks 

toward your game boat. You can 

feel it each night at the weigh-ins 

and dock parties at Marina Pez 

Vela. You can even feel it at the 

pool at Parador Resort & Spa. For 

some, it’s just fun and excitement. 

For others, it might be friendly 

rivalry and competition.

No matter where they’re from, 

fishing teams love their time at 

the OWC tournament. Part of it 

is meeting and socializing with 

different anglers from across the 

world who love to fish. Part of it 

is the fact that each fishing team 

at the OWC is already a winner, 

having bested other fishing teams 

in regional tournaments. Like 

the Olympics, even if your team 

doesn’t win, it’s still special just to 

compete against others.

Costa Rica’s backdrops are 

second to none, with relatively 

calm waters and great billfishing 

most of the year. Not surprisingly, 

teams who experience the OWC 

often search out different events 

throughout the year to compete 

in, win and qualify to get back to 

the OWC. 

The images in this photo gallery 

capture some of the excitement 

and fun that fishing teams feel and 

experience each year in Costa Rica.
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AFRICA

CAPE VERDE
The Penn Challenge
aierland@xs4all.nl
pennchallenge.nl

KENYA
Malindi International Billfi sh Tournament
info@malindiseafi shingclub.com
malindifi shingclub.com

Malindi International Festival
info@malindiseafi shingclub.com
malindiseafi shingclub.com

Watamu Fishing Festival
captainandyskenya.com
malindiseafi shingclub.com

MAURITIUS
Mauritius Billfi sh Release International 
Tournament
pascal@jph.mu
mauritiusbillfi shtournament.com

South Indian Ocean Billfi sh Competition
lmaclub2@intnet.mu
siobc.com

SENEGAL
N’Gor Marlin Cup
contact@atlantic-evasion.com
atlantic-evasion.com

SEYCHELLES
SSFC Big Game Classic
ssfcmail@gmail.com
ssfc.sc

SOUTH AFRICA
Billfi sh 15000
dorado-sbc.co.za

Billfi sh Challenge
horacio.pina7@gmail.com

PEDSAC Tuna Classic
pedsac.co.za 
admin@pedsac.co.za

ASIA

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES
Fujairah Offshore Fishing Tournament
director@fi mc.ae
foft.ae

MALAYSIA
Royal Pahang Billfi sh International 
Tournament
webtourism16@gmail.com
hpahangtourism.org.my

CARIBBEAN & BERMUDA

ANTIGUA
Annual Antigua & Barbuda Sports Fishing 
Tournament
aquasportsanu@gmail.com
antiguabarbudasportsfi shing.com

ARUBA

Presidential Aruba Caribbean Cup 
joan@preschallenge.com
preschallenge.com

BAHAMAS
Harbourside Marine Bahamas Rotary Tuna 
Classic
Craig.Pinder@southebysrealty.com
bahamasrotaryfi shing.com

Lyford Cay Offshore Tournament
bgoulandris@gmail.com

BARBADOS
Barbados International Fishing 
Tournament
Ralphw@caribsurf.com
barbadosgamefi shing.com

BERMUDA

Bermuda Big Game Classic
dan.jacobs@bonniercorp.com
bermudatriplecrown.com 

Bermuda Billfi sh Blast
dan.jacobs@bonniercorp.com
bermudatriplecrown.com

Bermuda Billfi sh Release Cup
dan.jacobs@bonniercorp.com
bermudatriplecrown.com

International Light Tackle Tournament
ilttbermuda.com
bermudaanglers@gmail.com

Sea Horse Anglers Club Billfi sh 
Tournament
ealbarndes@gmail.com
bermudatriplecrown.com

CAYMAN ISLANDS
Cayman Islands International Fishing 
Tournament
fi shing@candw.ky
fi shcayman.com

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

Cap Cana Classic
info@capcana.com
marinacapcana.com

Casa de Campo International Blue Marlin 
Classic
v.nunez@marinacasadecampo.com.do
marinacasadecampo.com.do

Marina Casa de Campo Open
v.nunez@marinacasadecampo.com.do
marinacasadecampo.com.do

GRENADA
Budget Marine Spice Island Billfi sh 
Tournament
gyc@spiceisle.com
sibt.gd

GUADELOUPE
Fishing Festival Guadeloupe
fi shingfestival.fr

QUALIFYING

TOURNAMENTS

COSTA OFFSHORE WORLD

CHAMPIONSHIP
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JAMAICA
International Marlin Tournament
rondq69@gmail.com
visitjamaica.com

Montego Bay Yacht Club Fishing 
Tournament
robstewie@gmail.com
mobayyachtclub.com

Superstars of Port Antonio International 
Marlin Tournament
robstewie@gmail.com
portymarlin.com

MARTINIQUE
International Martinique Billfish 
Tournament
boris.blanchard@bnparibas.com

ST. LUCIA
St. Lucia International Billfish Tournament
johnsonjb@candw.lc

ST. MARTIN
Saint Martin Billfish Tournament
billfishtournament@gmail.com
billfish-tournament.com

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO
Tobago International Game Fishing 
Tournament
info@tigft.com
tigft.com

International Marlin Madness Game Fish 
Tournament
info@ttgfa.com
ttgfa.com

Trinidad Tarpon Thunder
info@ttgfa.com
ttgfa.com

TURKS AND CAICOS
Caicos Classic
ap@tciway.tc
caicosclassic.tc

CENTRAL AMERICA

COSTA RICA
International Sailfish Tournament
Orlando Soto
clubamateurpesca@racsa.co.cr

Marina Pez Vela Open
tournaments@ifishquepos.com
marinapezvela.com

Pescadora Billfish Championship
info@thepescadora.com
thepescadora.com

Presidential Flamingo Fishing Derby
joan@preschallenge.com
preschallenge.com

Quepos Billfish Cup
tournaments@ifishquepos.com
marinapezvela.com

TAA Costa Rica Sailfish Tournament
joan@preschallenge.com
fishtaa.com

GUATEMALA
Campeonato Nacional de Liberacion de 
Pez Vela
juanmanuelcobardelahoz@gmail.com
anpd.gt
Guatemala Offshore Brazilian 
Championship
fgarc1000@gmail.com

HONDURAS
Roatan International Fishing Tournament
d_mcnab@hotmail.com
roatanfishingtournament.com

PANAMA
Tropic Star Lodge Roosterfish Tournament
eleanor@tropicstar.net
tropicstar.com

Tropic Star Billfish Tournament
eleanor@tropicstar.net
tropicstar.com

EUROPE

CROATIA
Big Game Fishing Tournament Big Om
bigomisalj@gmail.com
big-om.com

Kup Grada Hvara
Mate Mladineo
pelegrini@inet.hr

Big Game Tournament Komiza
bgfc.hr

Fishing Challenge For Tuna
cerin@lawyer.hr
biggame4tuna.hr

Tuna Fever Rogoznica 
bgf.croatia@gmail.com
bgfc.hr

PORTUGAL 
Torneio Internacional de Pesca Grossa
xiphias-biggamefishing.com
juliommonteiro@gmail.com

SPAIN
Torneo De Pesca De Altura De  
Puerto Calero
Jfm03@telefonica.net
caleromarinas.com

Torneo De Pesca De Altura Picudos
http://cnjavea.net/

MEXICO

Eastcape Billfish Tournament
sdavis51@sbcglobal.net
fishtaa.com

International Roosterfish Tournament
Karen.emsi@gmail.com
roosterfishtournament.com

Los Cabos Billfish Tournament
dan.jacobs@bonniercorp.com
loscabostournaments.com

Hammer Down Fishing Tournament
twadeearl@gmail.com
sancarlosfishingtournaments.com

NORTH AMERICA

CANADA
Halifax Nova Scotia International Tuna 
Tournament
htts@bluefintournament.ca
bluefintournament.ca

ALABAMA
Mobile Big Game Fishing Club Labor Day 
Tournament
blake@mbgfc.org
mbgfc.org

Mobile Big Game Fishing Club Memorial 
Day Tournament
blake@mbgfc.org
mbgfc.org

CALIFORNIA
Annual Master Anglers Billfish Tournament
info@balboaanglingclub.org
balboaanglingclub.org

FLORIDA

Emerald Coast Blue Marlin Classic
adamalfonso@sandestin.com
fishecbc.com

Northeast Florida Marlin Association 
Bluewater Tournament
clubnefma@gmail.com
nefma.com

Ocean Reef Club Sailfish Championship 
Series
oceanreef.com

Old Salt LOOP Billfish Tournament
info@oldsaltfishing.org
oldsaltfishing.org

Sarasota Slam
leslie@sarasotaslam.com
sarasotaslam.com
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GEORGIA
Savannah Sportfishing Club Blue Water 
Tournament
dhickey@keycontactinc.com
ssfc.org

LOUISIANA
Cajun Canyons Billfish Classic
sbthomas@aol.com
comefishla.com

New Orleans Invitational Billfish 
Tournament
jimmy@boatstuf.com
nobgfc.com

MASSACHUSETTS
Falmouth Offshore Grand Prix
strike34@aol.com
falmouthgrandprix.com

Northeast Offshore Cup
ted@rosbeck.com
offshorecup.com

Oak Bluffs Bluewater Classic
strike34@aol.com
obbclassic.com

MISSISSIPPI
MGCBGFC Fall Tournament
jimmy.taylor.b9uu@statefarm.com
mgcbgfc.org

MGCBGFC Spring Tournament
jimmy.taylor.b9uu@statefarm.com
mgcbgfc.org

Mississippi Gulf Coast Billfish Classic
babyseal@bellsouth.net
mgcbc.com

NEW JERSEY
Beach Haven White Marlin Invitational
wmit@bhmtc.com
thewmit.com

NORTH CAROLINA
Pirates Cove Billfish Tournament
fishpiratescove@gmail.com
piratescovebillfish.com

OREGON
Oregon Tuna Classic
pointman40@hotmail.com
oregontunaclassic.org

Deep Canyon Challenge
pointman40@hotmail.com
deepcanyonchallenge.org

WASHINGTON
Washington Tuna Classic
washingtontunaclassic@gmail.com
washingtontunaclassic.com

SOUTH AMERICA

BRAZIL
Marina Open-Torneio De Iscas Artificiais
nautica@mbc.com.br
mbc.com.br/nauticanotic
Marina Open-Torneio De Pesca Oceancia
nautica@mbc.com.br
mbc.com.br/nauticanotic

Marina Open-Torneio de Pesca Nas Ilhas
nautica@mbc.com.br
mbc.com.br/nauticanotic

Nozzle Fish and Ocean Fish Tournament
ici@iateclubeicarai.com.br
iateclubeicarai.com.br

Torneio de Invernodo YCB
xandeguedes0@hotmail.com
yachtclubedabahia.com.br

Torneio de Pesca Costeira
mariosergio@icrj.com.br
Icrj.com.br

Torneio de Pesca de Canavieiras
xandeguedes0@hotmail.com
Icb.com.br

Torneio de Pesca de Santo Andre
xandeguedes0@hotmail.com
yachtclubedabahia.com.br

Torneio de Pesca Oceanica DO YCI
sec_sp@yci.com.br
yci.com.br

Torneio de Pesca Open 25
mariosergio@icrj.com.br
pescaicrj.com

Torneio de Peixes de Bico 
mariosergio@icrj.com.br
pescaicrj.com

Torneio de Peixes de Bico ICES
brunohaje@gmail.com
pescaicrj.com

Torneio de Peixes de Oceano
mariosergio@icrj.com.br
pescaicrj.com

Torneio de Pescado YCB
xandeguedes0@hotmail.com
Icb.com.br
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Torneio Marlin Azul de Cabo Frio
pesca@icrj.com.br
Icrj.com.br

Torneio Marlin Azul do Rio de Janeiro
mariosergio@icrj.com.br
pescaicrj.com

Torneio Open Com Iscas Artificiais
mariosergio@icrj.com.br
icrj.com.br

SOUTH PACIFIC

AMERICAN SAMOA
Steinlager I’A Lapo’A Game Fishing 
Tournament
poysky@blueskynet.as
ppgfa.com

AUSTRALIA

Cairns Bluewater Billfish Classic
secretary@cairnsbluewatergfc.com.au
cairnsbluewatergfc.com.au

EGFC Billfish Bonanza
secretary@egfc.com.au
egfc.com.au

Fremantle Sailing Club Blue Marlin Classic
gm@fsc.com.au
fsc.com.au

Garmin Billfish Shootout
nigel@npsgfc.com.au
npsgfc.com

Garmin Light Tackle Masters
shari.newton@hotmail.com
gcgfc.com.au

Perth Game Fishing Club Marlin Cup
contact@pgfc.com.au
pgfc.com.au

Shimano Western Australia Open
contact@pgfc.com.au
pgfc.com.au

Sunshine Coast Game Fishing Classic
Brett Barton
scgfc.com.au

FIJI
Fiji Classic Game Fishing Tournament
dgsfc@connect.com.fj
dgfcfiji.com

MALAYSIA

NEW ZEALAND
Waihau Bay Nationals
secretary@nzsportfishing.org.nz
nzsportfishing.co.nz

Zane Grey International 
Billfish Tournament
Jeff Douglas
jeff@douglas.co.nz

PAPUA NEW GUINEA
GFA of PNG National Titles
r.odea@moore.com.pg
gfa.com.pg

TONGA
Tonga International Billfish Tournament
caryl.jones@hotmail.com

VANUATU
Vanuatu Marlin Classic
ron@bluemarlinlodgevanuatu.com
bluemarlinlodgevanuatu.com

WORLDWIDE

World Cup Blue Marlin Championship
fly@bluemarlinworldcup.com
bluemarlinworldcup.com
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T
hey say that all you need in life is a great friend 

and a thirst for adventure. Traveling with friends, 

says Elizabeth Lombardo, Ph.D., author of A Happy 

You: Your Ultimate Prescription for Happiness, is a 

great way to focus on the “joy of camaraderie and 

increases a sense of fulfillment, confidence and resil-

iency.” For travelers looking to strengthen their bonds 

or spend quality time with their pals, Costa Rica is a 

destination brimming with opportunities for adventure,          

culture and relaxation. 

Pals who travel together stay together. Those in 

search of cultural and natural attractions will find both 

in the Central Valley region. The country’s capital, San 

Jose, is home to many of Costa Rica’s most popular 

museums, including the Gold Museum, Jade Museum, 

National Museum and the architectural jewel of Costa 

Rica, the National Theater. Surrounded by beautiful 

mountains, volcanoes and cloud forests, friends can 

day-trip to Central Valley to see the numerous coffee 

estates, dairy farms and sugar-cane mills all waiting to 

be explored.

To go fast, go alone. To go far, go together. Those 

looking to enjoy the pura vida at a more relaxed 

pace can head to the Limon Province on Costa Rica’s 

Caribbean coast. The area, which is known for its rich 

Afro-Caribbean culture, attracts anglers, naturists and 

water enthusiasts in search of unique experiences. 

Friends can go bass fishing, embark on a fascinating 

excursion through the area’s interconnected canals, 

or possibly witness green turtles nesting from July 

through October at Tortuguero National Park. The 

area also provides visitors with the opportunity to 

enjoy some of Costa Rica’s best beaches and most 

picturesque parks, which are complemented by the 

area’s inviting culture. A wide range of activities allow 

traveling buddies to mix adventure with natural history, 

present-day culture, gastronomy and music. 

Life was meant for good chums and great voyages. 

The combination of breathtaking white-sand beaches, 

sweeping mountain views and ideal tropical climate 

has made Guanacaste one of Costa Rica’s most 

popular regions. Located in the northwestern corner 

of the country, the area features a diverse geography, 

active nightlife and many of Costa Rica’s most popular 

beaches, including those found at Playas del Coco, 

Tamarindo and the Papagayo Peninsula. Friends can 

enjoy everything from snorkeling and zip-lining to 

hiking and more. Travelers can also visit an active 

volcano with natural hot springs, fumaroles and 

majestic waterfalls at Rincon de la Vieja National Park, 

or visit the Nicoya Peninsula for world-class surfing, 

quaint towns and pristine nature reserves.

Good friends dream of adventure. Best friends go 

on them together. High up in the mountains of La 

Fortuna, travelers have the opportunity to experi-

ence ecological tourism in a natural and picturesque 

environment. Visitors can set out on adventures like 

zip-lining, a mountain water slide, horseback riding, 

thermal springs and more. Guests also have access to 

natural hot springs, scenic trails, towering waterfalls 

and bubbling volcanic mud pools. Visitors to the region 

may also enjoy exploring the inlets and mangrove 

swamps on the south side, marveling at the arrival of 

the Ridley sea turtles at the Ostional Wildlife National 

Refuge or discovering Barra Honda National Park, 

home to Costa Rica’s only underground caves.

From mountain ranges and rainforests to breath-

taking beaches and cloud forests, Costa Rica’s diverse 

landscapes, climates and natural wonders provide 

friends with unlimited experiences to bond, enjoy 

thrilling activities together and make memories to last 

a lifetime. 

A CULINARY ADVENTURE AWAITS BEYOND THE 

CITIES AND RAINFORESTS

Roadside fruit stands are a delightful culinary experi-

ence not to be missed while traveling through Costa 

EXPERIENCE COSTA RICA
COSTA RICA’S WATERFALLS, RAINFORESTS AND BEACHES PROVIDE THE IDEAL PLAYGROUND FOR 

AN UNFORGETTABLE ADVENTURE



Rising majestically from the tropical rainforest of 
Manuel Antonio, Los Altos Beach Resort & Spa 
defi nes the term casual elegance. This beautiful 
resort is designed to appeal to those seeking a 
welcoming and unpretentious ambiance that 
balances style and comfort with breathtaking 
natural surroundings. We have spacious luxury 
accommodations, an attentive staff, an infi nity 
pool, a gourmet restaurant, and many recreational 
activities for your enjoyment. See our website for 
the full list of amenities. Come and relax with us. 

www.LosAltosResortCR.com
US 1-888-803-1332 or (506) 2777-8888

everywhere, anytime!
Luxury
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Rica. The country’s tropical climate and fertile volcanic 

soil create excellent conditions for a wide range of 

fruits to flourish. Although travelers may be familiar 

with fruits such as mango, papaya and coconut, Costa 

Rica offers a variety of nutritious and tasty tropical 

fruits that stand out for their freshness and exotic 

flavor. Below are the top five must-try delicacies no 

traveler should miss on their next trip:

NANCE

The nance is a small yellow berry with delicate skin 

and a white pulp. It grows in clusters, which acquire 

a penetrating aroma. They are sweet and slightly 

bitter. The tree can be found in Costa Rica’s dry 

forests, savannas and coastal areas, such as Alajuela, 

Puntarenas and Guanacaste. Nance fruit is often used 

to prepare beverages, craft liquors, ice cream and 

desserts. It is a rich source of vitamin C and fiber.

GUABA

In Costa Rica, guaba is synonymous with luck. When 

someone is particularly lucky, they are called guabero. 

Not to be confused with guava, the guaba tree can 

measure up to 50 feet high and produces beautiful 

flowers. The fruit pods vary in size and shape, but 

each has a woody bark that contains black seeds 

covered in a white cottony layer of delicately sweet 

flavor. Guabas are usually available during the rainy 

season and are often used as ingredients in salads 

and ice cream (in fact, the guaba is known as the ice 

cream bean because of its flavor and texture). The 

seeds of the guaba are often used to create jewelry, 

usually necklaces or earrings, which can be found in 

craft markets throughout Costa Rica. This fruit is rich in 

vitamin C, fiber and other micronutrients.

CAS 

Cas is a small, round green fruit that can be found 

throughout Costa Rica. The skin is thin while the pulp 

is fleshy and juicy. Cas juice, which is made with ripe 

cas, is tart — somewhat similar to lime or lemonade but 

with its own unique flavor. A Costa Rican staple during 

mealtime, cas is available throughout the year but 

most common from November to August. This fruit is 

rich in vitamin C, vitamin A, fiber and potassium.

MAMON CHINO

Mamon chino is an exquisite round fruit covered in an 

intensely bright-red skin, which is protected with soft 

thorns. The trees grow in clusters and can reach up to 

65 feet in height. Mamon chino is typically found in 

the southern regions of Costa Rica, where small and 

large producers, especially from the Corredores area, 

produce high-quality fruit. The sweet and juicy pulp 

is consumed fresh and is the ideal ingredient for the 

preparation of desserts, salads and drinks. Mamon 

chino is a rich source of vitamin C, potassium, fiber, 

vitamin A and other beneficial components for health.

PITAHAYA

Pitahaya belongs to the cactus family, is native to 

Mesoamerica and is also known as dragon fruit. 

The plant grows in dry stony areas and is resistant 

to drought. In Costa Rica, it is found in tropical dry 

forests — mainly north of Puntarenas and Guanacaste. 

It is also possible to find the plant in some dry areas 

of the Central Valley. The pitahaya fruit is oval-shaped 

with a bright-pink scaly surface. The pulp is soft and 

translucent, with multiple tiny black seeds, similar to 

that of grapes. The fresh pulp is a common ingredient 

in desserts, drinks, salads and ice cream. On the Costa 

Rican colón — the country’s currency — the pitahaya 

appears as a symbol of the country’s natural heritage. 

This fruit is rich in vitamin C, iron, phosphorus, potas-

sium, fiber and antioxidants.

AUTHENTIC COSTA RICAN ENCOUNTERS 

ENHANCE VISITORS’ EXPERIENCES

Today’s travelers want to bring home more than tan 

lines and souvenirs. They aspire to achieve personal 

enrichment through life-changing experiences that 

create a shift in perspectives — of the world and the 
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self. Enter transformational travel, the key to mean-

ingful interactions, immersive encounters and genuine 

communion with nature and culture. According to 

the Transformational Travel Council, “we need travel 

to do what travel has always done: Build bridges, 

foster understanding, enlighten humanity, and bury 

fear, insecurity, and intolerance.” Travelers searching 

for the exhilarating payoff of transformative adven-

tures should consider rural tourism in Costa Rica, an 

authentic experience impossible to imitate.

Rural tourism activities in Costa Rica offer travelers 

an intimate glimpse into the country’s cultural heritage 

and communities. Itineraries include visiting local 

farms, tasting traditional dishes in the warm company 

of Costa Rican families, hiking into the unspoiled 

natural landscapes and more. The benefits of rural 

tourism reach far beyond strengthening the economy; 

they help develop local communities, create unforget-

table memories and enhance the Costa Rican identity 

for both visitors and Ticos alike.

Sustainability efforts regenerate and rejuvenate. 

Various hotels and inns offer visitors the opportunity 

to experience ecological tourism in a breathtaking 

natural environment. Many lodging options have 

undertaken ecological strategies with the ultimate 

intention of regenerating the land. Throughout the 

country, guests can participate in activities such as 

hiking, bird watching, and historical and cultural 

tours. Additionally, many of the local organizations 

offer culinary tours, which provide a 360-degree view 

of sustainable farming and food production — the 

essence of organic farm-to-table dining. These activi-

ties provide visitors the perfect opportunity to taste a 

variety of fresh, locally produced ingredients, which 

are the bedrock of Costa Rican cuisine.

Agriculture tours preserve and cultivate. Various 

eco-lodges blend agriculture, education and tourism 

by offering adventure and ranch tours, hiking trails 

and tours of botanical gardens. Community farms 

and resorts are self-sustaining and have been refor-

esting the formerly barren land into an area rich 

in biodiversity while preserving the essence of the 

Costa Rican rural heritage. There are also educational 

centers and models for sustainable farmers and 

gardeners. Objectives include motivating visitors from 

around the world to cultivate and harvest organically                  

and sustainably.

Conservation expeditions educate and illuminate. 

Travelers can experience guided nature, conservation 

and cultural expeditions. Outdoor activities such as 

swimming beneath a waterfall and organic fishing — all 

while enjoying appearances by local wildlife — help 

visitors forget all about cosmopolitan living. Cultural 

touches include tours of an authentic sugar-cane mill 

and learning about coffee and citrus production, two 

crucial commodities that form the backbone of the 

Costa Rican economy.

Travelers who choose rural tourism positively 

impact the quality of life for Ticos. In economic terms, 

travelers help create new employment opportuni-

ties for women and youth by diversifying income-

generation sources. Culturally, visitors who participate 

in rural tourism aid in the ongoing preservation 

of the local Costa Rican identity and culture. In 

regards to the environment, rural-tourism participa-

tion helps increase awareness for sustainable use of            

natural resources.

Gone are the days where sipping exotic cocktails 

while lounging by the hotel pool are the only activities 

on a traveler’s agenda. Today’s explorers often want 

to be physically and spiritually changed when vaca-

tioning, and there’s no place like Costa Rica to achieve 

this personal enrichment. For travelers who want to 

reap the many benefits of transformational travel, the 

“Rich Coast” awaits.

For more information on Costa Rica, visit 
 visitcostarica.com.
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Sailing Schedule

Westbound Florida to North America West Coast and Japan

25th Febuary - 25th March: 
Palm Beach FL - Golfito - La Paz - Ensenada - Victoria BC - Yokohama

1st - 30th April: 
Palm Beach FL - Golfito - La Paz - Ensenada - Victoria BC

1st - 30th May :
Palm Beach FL - Golfito - La Paz - Ensenada - Victoria BC - Yokohama

Eastbound North America West Coast to Florida

20th Febuary - 20th March:
Victoria - Ensenada - La Paz - Golfito - Palm Beach

5th April - 5th May: 
Victoria - Ensenada - La Paz - Golfito - Palm Beach

Do not forget to book the return transport for your sport fisher from Golfito to Florida!

Info@sevenstar-usa.com | Sevenstar-yacht-transport.com

fish.shimano.com

EXTREME DURABILITY

FOR UNCOMPROMISING PERFORMANCEFOR UNCOMPROMISING PERFORMANCE
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35th Annual

WORLD CUP

BLUE MARLIN

CHAMPIONSHIP

World
Cup

CHAMPIONSHIP

Fished Worldwide
on July 4, 2019

For Details Contact: Fly Navarro

Fly@bluemarlinworldcup.com

(954) 5619116

WITH SPECIAL THANKS
TO OUR SPONSOR
Black Bart Lures

blackbartlures.com

Blue Marlin Championship
www.bluemarlinworldcup.com

Minimum Size

500 Pounds

Realtime-Navigator Web Server

RT-Nav Navigation App

www.RT-Nav.com

CATCH MORE FISH 

USING LESS FUEL!

TM

June 7th-9th, 2019

 Nelson’s Dockyard, Antigua

Registration deadline June 6th 2019

Offshore World Championship Qualifying Event

(World Heritage Site)

Break the MARLIN RECORD

www.antiguabarbudasportsfishing.com



COSTA RICA 
FEBRUARY 6-11

GUATEMALA
JUNE 2-7

Come and learn the techniques the 

experts use to catch billfish in some of 

the world’s top billfishing destinations!  

Marlin University offers four days 

of ‘hands-on blue water instruction’ 

utilizing professional level fishing gear. 

Our all-inclusive packages provide 5 

star accommodations and daily fishing 

and instruction sessions with legendary 

instructors and Marlin magazine experts.

Marlin University is the only big game 

fishing school that puts you on the 

water, because that’s where the fish are.

FOR MORE INFORMATION,

Call  407-533-0123 or  
visit Marl inUniversity.com

IT’S TIME FOR 
THE TRIP OF 
A LIFETIME…

MARLIN  

UNIVERSITY 2019
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Personalized 

CUTTING BOARDS 
for Land and Sea

Personalized

CUTTING BOARDS
for Land and Sea

Personalized

CUTTING BOARDS
Land and Sea

Personalized

CUTTING BOARDS
Land and Sea

SoundviewMillworks.com  «  (843) 212-9033






