
ASPPH Advocacy Activities Report 
(Updated on December 20, 2021) 

2021 Activities 

Date Issue(s) Description 
January 07, 2021 Democracy  Statement on the January 6, 2021 mob violence at the US Capitol. 
January 08, 2021 Diversity, racial justice Letter to President-elect Biden urging that upon his inauguration he move swiftly to rescind 

Executive Order (EO) 13950, Combating Race and Sex Stereotyping. 
January 11, 2021 Environmental health Statement responding to the Environmental Protection Agency’s publication of the final rule, 

“Strengthening Transparency in Pivotal Science Underlying Significant Regulatory Actions and 
Influential Scientific Information.” 

January 12, 2021 Family planning Statement to the Biden Transition team concerning strategies to protect and expand access to 
sexual and reproduction health care, including the Title X family planning program. 

January 19, 2021 Appointments and 
nominations 

Statement on the Biden Administration’s announcement of its intent to nominate Dr. Rachel 
Levine to be HHS Assistant Secretary for Health. 

January 25, 2021 Social determinants of 
health 

Endorsement of HR 379, the Improving Social Determinants of Health Act of 2021. 

January 26, 2021 Environmental health, 
climate change 

The “2021 Declaration on Climate Change and Health,” that asserts that climate change is a 
health emergency and calls for immediate action to protect the public’s health from its current and 
future impacts. 

January 27, 2021 Opioids Endorsement of “Principles for the Use of Funds from the Opioid Litigation.” The five principles 
are intended to help guide states, local communities, and other policy makers on the use of opioid 
litigation settlement funds. 

February 01, 2021 Covid-19 Endorsement of the “Joint Consensus Statement on Addressing the Aerosol Transmission of 
SARS CoV-2 and Recommendations for Preventing Occupational Exposures.” 

February 05, 2021 Immunizations Letter to Congressional leaders urging passage of the Community Immunity During Covid-19 Act 
(HR 736/167). 

February 05, 2021 Appropriations Statement endorsing the recommendation of the Ad Hoc Group for Medical Research that the 
National Institutes of Health receive $46.1 billion in fiscal year 2022 funding. 

February 11, 2021 Covid-19 Letters (Senate, House) expressing support for the Tracking Covid 19 Variants Act (S 236/HR 
791). 

February 12, 2021 Infrastructure Letter to Congressional leaders recommending $4.5 billion in long-term, additional funding for 
CDC, state, local, tribal, and territorial core public health infrastructure to modernize the nation’s 
public health system, rebuild the workforce, and promote healthier communities. 

February 22, 2021 Covid-19, Sick Leave Letter to Congressional leaders urging the inclusion of paid sick leave tax credits in the fiscal year 
2021 budget reconciliation bill. 

February 22, 2022 Appropriations Letters to Congressional leaders (House, Senate) endorsing the recommendation of the Friends 
of AHRQ that the Agency for Healthcare and Research and Quality receive no less than $500 
million in fiscal year 2022 funding. 
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Date Issue(s) Description 
March 01, 2021 Covid-19, Abuse of 

public health 
professionals 

Endorsement of “We Stand With Public Health: A Call to Action.” The Call to Action demands a 
stop to the harassment of the public health workforce, the rejection of efforts to sideline public 
health, and a revitalization of public health agencies. 

March 01, 2020 Appropriations Letter to Congressional leaders endorsing the recommendation of the CDC Coalition that the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention receive no less than $10 billion in fiscal year 2022 
funding. 

March 02, 2021 Prevention Letter to Cong. Kathy Castor (D-FL) endorsing her legislation, “Promoting Resources to Expand 
Vaccination, Education and New Treatments for HPV Cancers Act” or the PREVENT HPV 
Cancers Act (HR 1550). 

March 03, 2021 Funding Letter endorsing the Public Health Funding Prevents Pandemics Act, legislation authored by 
Senator Richard Blumenthal (D-CN) and Representative Doris Matsu (D-CA) to restore funding 
for the Prevention and Public Health Fund to its originally authorized level of $2 billion, starting in 
FY2021 and for each year thereafter. 

March 03, 2021 Tobacco Letter to the acting commissioner of the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) urging prompt 
action by the FDA to prohibit menthol cigarettes and other non-tobacco flavored tobacco 
products, including e-cigarettes and cigars. 

March 08, 2021 Appropriations Letter to Congressional leaders requesting a fiscal year 2021 appropriation of $9.2 billion for the 
Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA). 

March 09, 2021 Appointments and 
nominations 

Letter to President Biden urging him to nominate Dr. Joshua Sharfstein as the new Commissioner 
of the Food and Drug Administration. Dr. Sharfstein is currently Vice Dean for Public Health 
Practice and Community Engagement at the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health.  

March 10, 2021 Infrastructure Endorsement of Senator Patty Murray’s (D-WA) Public Health Infrastructure Saves Lives Act. The 
bill addresses chronic underfunding of state, local, tribal, and territorial public health infrastructure 
through a dedicated investment in public health foundational capabilities and workforce. 

March 17, 2021 Violence, racism Statement condemning attacks on Asian-Americans. 
March 17, 2021 Appropriations, 

tobacco 
Letter to Congressional leaders (Senate, House) requesting an increase in funding for the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s (CDC) Office on Smoking and Health (OSH) by $80 
million in fiscal year 2022, for a total of $310 million. 

March 17, 2021 Tobacco Endorsement of the Quit Because of Covid-19 Act, legislation to ensure that all Medicaid and 
Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) enrollees have access to evidence-based tobacco 
cessation treatments.  

March 22, 2021 Appropriations Letter to Congressional leaders requesting a $50 million appropriations for the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention’s Climate and Health Program. 

March 24, 2021 Covid-19 Letter to HHS Secretary Becerra and CDC Director Walensky urging the Department, as it 
implements Covid-19 response funding from the American Rescue Plan Act, to continue to 
prioritize funding for communities that have been disproportionately impacted. 

March 24, 2021 Appropriations Letter to Congressional leaders requesting at least $750 million for the Title V Maternal and Child 
Health (MCH) Services Block Grant program in the fiscal year 2022 Labor, Health and Human 
Services, Education & Related Agencies Appropriations bill. 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/ASPPH_Media_Files/Docs/policy/030121a.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/ASPPH_Media_Files/Docs/policy/030121b.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/ASPPH_Media_Files/Docs/policy/030221a.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/ASPPH_Media_Files/Docs/policy/030321a.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/ASPPH_Media_Files/Docs/policy/030321b.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/ASPPH_Media_Files/Docs/policy/030821a.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/ASPPH_Media_Files/Docs/policy/030921a.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/ASPPH_Media_Files/Docs/policy/031021a.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/ASPPH_Media_Files/Docs/policy/031721a.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/ASPPH_Media_Files/Docs/policy/031721b.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/ASPPH_Media_Files/Docs/policy/031721c.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/ASPPH_Media_Files/Docs/policy/031721d.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/ASPPH_Media_Files/Docs/policy/032221a.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/ASPPH_Media_Files/Docs/policy/032421a.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/ASPPH_Media_Files/Docs/policy/032421b.pdf


Date Issue(s) Description 
March 25, 2021 Appropriations Letter to Congressional leaders (House, Senate) requesting $50 million in funding shared evenly 

between the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the National Institutes of Health to 
conduct public health research into firearm morbidity and mortality prevention. 

March 29, 2021 Appropriations Endorsement of the Friends of NCHS’s recommendation that the National Center for Health 
Statistics (NCHS) within the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) receive an 
appropriation of at least $200 million in fiscal year (FY) 2022, an increase of $25 million. 

March 30, 2012 Family planning Endorsement of strategies to protect and expand access to sexual and reproduction health care, 
including the Title X family planning program. [Reiterates a January 12, 2021 letter and details the 
cost of delaying Title X rulemaking.] 

April 01, 2021 Funding restrictions, 
data, research 

Letter to Congressional leaders (House, Senate) requesting the repeal of Section 510 of the 
Labor-HHS appropriations bill. Section 510 prohibits the Department of Health and Human 
Services from spending any federal dollars to promulgate or adopt a national unique health 
identifier standard. 

April 02, 2021 Environmental health, 
infrastructure 

Letter to President Biden detailing selected policy areas the Administration/Congress can include 
in the “Build Back Better Plan” that would achieve health benefits. 

April 02, 2021 Appropriations Letter to House and Senate Labor-HHS-Education Appropriations Subcommittee leaders in 
support of $322 million for CDC’s National Center for Environmental Health in FY 2022. 

April 02, 2021 Appropriations Letter to House and Senate Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies Appropriations 
Subcommittee leaders requesting $93 million for CDC’s Agency for Toxic Substances and 
Disease Registry (ATSDR) in FY 2022. 

April 05, 2021 Appropriations Letter advocating for an increase in funding for CDC’s Racial and Ethnic Approaches to 
Community Health (REACH) program, including its affiliated program, the Good Health and 
Wellness in Indian Country (GHWIC), for a FY 2022 total of $102.5 million. 

April 05, 2021 Appropriations Letter to Secretary of Health and Human Services Xavier Becerra supporting strong action by the 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) on e-cigarettes. 

April 08, 2021 Appropriations Letter to Congressional leaders supporting an increase in funding for the Social Determinants of 
Health Program at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s (CDC) National Center for 
Chronic Disease Prevention and Health Promotion (NCCDPHP) to $50 million. 

April 08, 2021 Appropriations Letter to House and Senate Labor-HHS Appropriations Subcommittee leaders urging Congress to 
include $100 million for CDC’s Surveillance for Emerging Threats to Mothers and Babies Network 
(SET-NET) in the FY 2022 appropriations legislation. 

April 09, 2021 Workforce Letter to the leadership of the Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Committee related 
to the development of a sustainable public health workforce.  

April 12, 2021 Student debt, 
workforce 

Letter to the Secretary of the Department of Education Miguel Cardona urging him to take 
immediate, necessary administrative action to deliver on the promise of the Public Service Loan 
Forgiveness Program. The letter requests the Secretary to take immediate action to cancel 
student debt owed by all public service workers who have completed a decade of public service, 
and outlines principles to improve the program. 

April 13, 2021 Democracy Statement on voting rights by higher education organizations. The statement asserts that, 
“Colleges and universities believe that fostering informed civic engagement is a central goal of a 
postsecondary education. We teach students that there is no more important or better way to 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/ASPPH_Media_Files/Docs/policy/032521a.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/ASPPH_Media_Files/Docs/policy/032521b.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/ASPPH_Media_Files/Docs/policy/032921a.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/ASPPH_Media_Files/Docs/policy/033021a.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/ASPPH_Media_Files/Docs/policy/040121a.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/ASPPH_Media_Files/Docs/policy/040121b.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/ASPPH_Media_Files/Docs/policy/040221a.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/ASPPH_Media_Files/Docs/policy/040221b.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/ASPPH_Media_Files/Docs/policy/040221c.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/ASPPH_Media_Files/Docs/policy/040521a.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/ASPPH_Media_Files/Docs/policy/040521b.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/ASPPH_Media_Files/Docs/policy/040821a.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/ASPPH_Media_Files/Docs/policy/040821b.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/ASPPH_Media_Files/Docs/policy/040921a.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/ASPPH_Media_Files/Docs/policy/041221a.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/ASPPH_Media_Files/Docs/policy/041321a.pdf
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nourish a flourishing democracy than by encouraging all eligible voters to exercise their right to 
cast a ballot for the candidates of their choice…” The statement also declares, “…we strongly 
oppose the many efforts currently underway across the nation to suppress voting by qualified 
voters. We stand with all who seek to expand rather than restrict voting and civic participation.” 

April 26, 2021 Appropriations Letter to Congressional leaders requesting that the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s 
(CDC) National Center for Chronic Disease Prevention and Health Promotion (NCCDPHP) be 
funded at $153 million for its Social Determinants of Health program – in line with President 
Biden’s FY 2022 request. 

April 27, 2021 Appropriations Letter to Congressional leaders recommending a $250 million investment in fiscal year 2022 for 
the CDC’s Data Modernization Initiative (DMI). 

April 28, 2021 Appropriations Letter to Congressional leaders (House, Senate) requesting a $60 million appropriation for the 
Advanced Molecular Detection (AMD) program at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) in the Fiscal Year (FY) 2022 Labor, Health and Human Services, Education and Related 
Agencies bill. 

April 29, 2021 Tobacco Statement endorsing the Food and Drug Administration’s decision to begin the regulatory process 
to ban menthol as a characterizing flavor in cigarettes and ban all characterizing flavors (including 
menthol) in cigars. 

April 30, 2021 Civic engagement Letter to Biden Administration officials urging the immediately restoration of civic and voter 
participation as a core health metric and feature voter participation as a Leading Health Indicator 
in Healthy People 2030. The letter also asks Congress to authorize and incentivize the integration 
of voter registration into the Medicaid program. 

May 03, 2021 Environmental health Letter to President Biden urging him “to set strong, ambitious greenhouse gas and fuel efficiency 
standards for cars, light trucks and SUVs through at least model year 2030.” 

May 03, 2021 Appropriations, global 
health 

Letter to President Biden asking him to ensure that his FY 2022 discretionary budget include 
additional increases to global health programs, beyond those proposed for global health security, 
“to begin to meet the significant rise in health needs in the wake of COVID-19. Moreover, we ask 
that any such increases not come at the expense of other poverty-focused development or 
humanitarian assistance funding.” 

May 05, 2021 Tobacco Advertisement in the Washington Post in support of the Biden Administration’s commitment to 
prohibit menthol cigarettes. [The ad was organized and sponsored by the Campaign for Tobacco-
Free Kids.] 

May 12, 2021 Health professions 
education 

Letter to all new Members of Congress highlighting issues of importance to the association 
members of the Federation of Associations of Schools of the Health Professions (FASHP).  

May 12, 2021 Environmental health Letter to President Biden urging him “to set strong, ambitious pollution standards for buses and 
trucks with a goal of achieving a zero-emission trucking sector by 2040.” 

May 12, 2021 Health equity Endorsement of the Health Equity and Access under the Law (HEAL) for Immigrant Women & 
Families Act of 2021. 

May 17, 2021 Environmental health Endorsement of the Climate Change Health Protection and Promotion Act, which requires the 
HHS Secretary to develop a national strategic action plan to guide the climate and health 
program and assist public health and health care professionals in preparing for and responding to 
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the impacts of climate change on public health in the US and other countries, particularly 
developing countries. 

May 18, 2021 Family planning Letter to Congressional leaders supporting $737 million for the Title X family planning program in 
the fiscal year 2021 appropriations bills. 

May 18, 2021 Reproductive Health Letter to Congressional leaders endorsing the Real Education and Access to Healthy Youth Act 
(REAHYA), which seeks to improve young people’s access to sex education and sexual health 
services. The bill affirms the right of young people to access sex education and sexual health 
services that are medically accurate, confidential, evidence based and culturally responsive. 

May 18, 2021 Appropriations, aging Letter to appropriations committee leaders requesting increased funding for healthy aging 
programs at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 

May 19, 2021 Research 
infrastructure, funding 

Letter to the Congressional leadership expressing appreciation for Congress’s longstanding 
support for research and urging investments in the infrastructure underpinning the research 
enterprise as lawmakers move forward with new legislation on infrastructure and economic 
recovery. 

June 01, 2021 Covid-19, vaccines Letter to the World Health Organization calling for a new globally equitable vaccine strategy.  The 
open letter was organized by the European Society of Medicine. 

June 03, 2021 Environmental health Letter to the EPA Director asking that the Environmental Protection Agency establish stronger 
limits on emissions of methane and toxic gases from oil and gas operations. 

June 04, 2021 Environmental health Letter to the Department of Transportation urging the Department to revoke the Trump 
Administration’s rules weakening fuel efficiency standards. 

June 04, 2021 Environmental health Letter to the EPA Administrator urging the release of an updated National Air Toxics Assessment 
this year because of the importance of this data in protecting health from toxic pollution. 

June 07, 2021 Tobacco Letter to Congressional sponsors (House, Senate) endorsing legislation making Veterans Health 
Administration (VHA) facilities fully smoke-free. The legislation would codify existing policy. 

June 14, 2021 Environmental health Letter to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) supporting the proposed Interim Final Rule 
rescinding the previous administration’s rule on considering benefits and costs in the Clean Air 
Act rulemaking process. The letter states that the current rule risks drastically undercounting 
health benefits in rulemaking. 

June 16, 2021 Data, child health Letter of support for the Improving Data Collection for Adverse Childhood Experiences Act (HR 
3467). 

June 21, 2021 Environmental health Letter to the Acting Director of the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) providing comments 
on Docket No. OMB-2021-09679, “Request for Comments: Technical Support Document: Social 
Cost of Carbon, Methane, and Nitrous Oxide Interim Estimates.” The letter urges OMB to” update 
the Social Cost of Greenhouse Gases to better reflect the enormous costs of climate change – 
and to build the case for the enormous benefits of federal policies to mitigate it.” 

June 22, 2021 Infrastructure Letter in support of Senator Patty Murray’s (D-WA) Public Health Infrastructure Saves Lives Act. 
The bill addresses chronic underfunding of state, local, tribal, and territorial public health 
infrastructure through a dedicated investment in public health foundational capabilities and 
workforce. 

June 22, 2021 Environmental health Letter to the director of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) urging him to move swiftly to 
set stronger National Ambient Air Quality Standards for particulate matter and ozone pollution. 
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June 23, 2021 Family planning Letter to Senate appropriators requesting an appropriation of $737 million for the Title X family 

planning program in the FY 2022 Labor-HHS-Education appropriations bill.  
June 24, 2021 Appropriations Letter to Congressional leaders requesting a $110 million appropriations for the Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention’s Climate and Health Program. 
June 30, 2021 Tobacco Letter to the chair and ranking member of the House Appropriations Committee urging them to 

oppose any efforts to weaken the Food and Drug Administration’s authority to regulate cigars or 
other tobacco products during consideration of the fiscal year 2022 Agriculture, Rural 
Development, FDA, and Related Agencies appropriations bill.  

July 01, 2021 Violence prevention Letter urging Congress to provide funding for hospital-based violence intervention programs 
(HVIPs) and other community violence initiatives (CVIs). 

July 01, 2021 Student debt Letter from the members of the Federation of Schools of the Health Professions in support of the 
Protecting Our Student by Terminating Graduate Rates that Add to Debt Act or the POST GRAD 
ACT.  

July 06, 2021 Environmental health Letter to the Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency commenting on the proposed 
rule on the phasedown of hydrofluorocarbons.  

July 06, 2021 Environmental health Letter to the EPA urging the restoration of California’s waiver to set stronger vehicle emissions 
standards. 

July 14, 2021 Vaccinations ASPPH issued a statement calling for the Nation’s elected leaders to unite in support of 
community vaccination efforts. The Association said, “While concerns (and even political 
disagreements) about vaccinations can and should be openly discussed, it is not appropriate to 
misinform the public about the role of public health workers and it is dangerous to misinform in 
ways that foster hate… There are many reasons people may not be fully vaccinated against 
COVID-19; making sure that access to the vaccine and factual education are not barriers is a vital 
public service and responsibility, which should be encouraged by all, regardless of political 
allegiance. Now more than ever, given the inequity in vaccine uptake in the US and the rising 
rates of the COVID delta variant in many regions, the Association of Schools and Programs of 
Public Health strongly supports community outreach efforts promoting COVID-19 vaccinations 
and calls on the Nation’s elected leaders to unite to encourage and support such initiatives” 

July 16, 2021 Tobacco Letter endorsing the Tobacco Tax Equity Act. The bill (S 1314/HR 2786) would increase the 
federal excise tax on cigarettes and set federal tax rates for other tobacco products at an 
equivalent level, including e-cigarettes. 

July 23, 2021 Environmental health, 
infrastructure 

Letter to Congress in support of investing $45 billion to fully replace all lead service lines in the 
United States.  

July 27, 2021 Covid-19 Statement supporting vaccine mandates and verification efforts by member schools and 
programs 

July 28, 2021 Environmental health, 
infrastructure 

Letter to the Senate leadership urging adoption of the full $7.5 billion for electric school buses in 
the bipartisan infrastructure package and in opposition to any funding that goes towards fossil fuel 
buses. 

July 30, 2021 Environmental health Letter to the EPA, responding to the Agency’s listening sessions on future oil and gas industry 
regulations, urging strong methane limits on new and existing industry sources. 
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August 09, 2021 Environmental health, 

infrastructure 
Letter to Members of Congress urging infrastructure investments to mitigate climate change, a 
health emergency. The letter states, “Congress’ current work on legislation to invest in 
infrastructure and other priorities must yield a package of climate change measures that meet the 
urgency of this moment by achieving a roughly 50% reduction in U.S. greenhouse gas emissions 
by 2030.” 

August 17, 2021 Maternal health, health 
equity 

Letter to Congressional leaders calling for passage of legislation focused on improving Black 
maternal health.  

August 17, 2021 Tobacco Letter to Senators Tom Carper (D-DE) and Susan Collins (R-ME) endorsing the Quit Because of 
Covid-19 Act (S 2622). The bill would ensure that all individuals enrolled in Medicaid and CHIP 
will have access to the full array of evidence-based tobacco cessation treatments. 

August 23, 2021 Covid-19 Letter to the leaders of the CDC and the Transportation Security Administration urging them to 
approve the continued mandatory use of masks on public transportation.  

August 23, 2021 Tobacco Letter to Robert D. Manfred Jr., Commissioner of Major League Baseball, and Tony Clark, 
Executive Director of the Major League Baseball Players Association, urging them to prohibit the 
use of all commercial tobacco products by all players, managers, coaches, other personnel and 
fans at all MLB venues. 

August 23, 2021 Democracy The Healthy Democracy Healthy People Initiative (HDHP) released its website and the Health 
and Democracy Index. ASPPH is a participant in the HDHP Initiative and served as a reviewer of 
the Index. 

August 31, 2021 CDC Endorsement of Congresswoman Nikema Williams’s (D-GA) planned congressional resolution 
celebrating the 75th year anniversary of the CDC’s establishment. 

September 01, 2021 Environmental health, 
infrastructure 

Letter to the leadership of the Senate Environment & Public Works Committee and the House 
Energy & Commerce Committee urging them to maximize funding for zero-emission school buses 
as part of federal infrastructure investments. 

September 03, 2021 Appropriations Letter to the leadership of the White House Office of Management and Budget urging the Biden 
Administration to allocate at least $512 million for the Title X family planning program in the 
president’s fiscal year (FY) 2023 budget “as one key provision of your work to promote health 
equity, racial and economic justice, and sexual and reproductive health, rights, and justice in the 
Biden-Harris administration.” 

September 07, 2021 Infrastructure, climate 
change 

Letter to Congressional leaders in support of infrastructure investments that protect and promote 
health in response to the climate crisis. 

September 09, 2021 Covid-19, vaccinations ASPPH and 13 other public health and health care organizations in and around Washington, DC 
issued a joint statement making Covid vaccination a condition of returning to work in their 
respective offices. 

September 17, 2021 Maternal health Letter to Congressional leaders in support of the maternal health provisions in the House Energy 
and Commerce Committee’s reconciliation legislation, the “Build Back Better Act”. 

September 22, 2021 Student debt Letter to the Secretary of Education urging him to take immediate, necessary administrative 
action to deliver on the promise of Public Service Loan Forgiveness (PSLF). This action would 
take place before/outside of the ongoing rulemaking process and deliver relief for borrowers who 
are currently struggling to repay student loans while working in public service. The letter 
specifically requests the Secretary to cancel student debt owed by all public service workers who 
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Date Issue(s) Description 
have completed a decade of public service, and outlines principles the US Department of 
Education must address to improve the Public Service Loan Forgiveness program. 

September 24, 2021 Taxation, tobacco Letter to Congressional leaders (House, Senate) in support of a provision in the Build Back Better 
reconciliation legislation that doubles the current federal cigarette tax to $2.01 per pack and 
increase taxes on other tobacco products to an equivalent level. For the first time, the legislation 
imposes a federal tax on e-cigarettes. The tobacco tax is estimated to generate $96 billion 
dollars.   

September 27, 2021 Environmental health, 
climate change 

Letter to the administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) calling on the EPA to 
establish the strongest possible standards to curb greenhouse gas emissions from the light duty 
truck sector. 

October 1, 2021 Environmental health, 
climate change 

ASPPH signed an open letter calling on national governments and their representatives at the 
November 2021 United Nations climate negotiations (COP26) in Glasgow to take all necessary 
action to avert the climate crisis and save millions of lives. 

October 20, 2021 Infant and maternal 
health 

Endorsement of the Stillbirth Health Improvement and Education (SHINE) for Autumn Act of 2021 
(HR 5487). The legislation would support initiatives to prevent stillbirths through enhanced data 
collection, analysis, reporting, and research. 

October 26, 2021 Environmental Health Letter to the Secretary of Transportation and the Acting Administrator of the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration in support of revisiting the corporate average fuel economy 
standards for model year 2024-2026 passenger cars and light duty trucks. 

November 10, 2021 Tobacco, 
appropriations 

Letter to the Acting Director of the Office of Management and Budget requesting that the 
Administration’s budget request for Fiscal Year (FY) 2023 include provisions that expand efforts 
to reduce tobacco use, which remains the leading preventable cause of death in the United 
States 

November 15, 2021 Appropriations, NIH Letter to House and Senate Appropriations Committee leaders urging swift passage of the 
House-passed $46.4 billion for the NIH base budget for FY 2022. 

November 18, 2021 Appropriations, climate 
change 

Letter to leaders of the Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human 
Services, Education, and Related Agencies urging them to provide a fiscal year 2022 
appropriation of $6 million to the new HHS Office of Climate Change and Health Equity (OCCHE) 
to address the effects of climate change on the health of the American people. 

November 29, 2021 Tobacco Letters to House and Senate members opposing the Traditional Cigar Manufacturing and Small 
Business Jobs Preservation Act of 2021 (S 438/ HR 3982). The bills would exempt some cigars, 
including some inexpensive, machine-made cigars, from FDA oversight. FDA earlier concluded in 
the final Deeming Rule that there was no public health justification for exempting any cigars from 
FDA oversight because all cigars pose significant health risks. 

November 30, 2021 Appropriations Letter to the leaders of the House and Senate Appropriations Committees highlighting ASPPH’s 
priorities during negotiations on the fiscal year 2022 Labor-HHS-Education appropriations bill.  

November 30, 2021 Workplace safety, 
Covid-19 

Friend of the Court brief in support of the emergency standard issued by the Occupational Safety 
and Health Administration (OSHA) that requires covered employers to ensure that employees are 
either vaccinated against Covid-19 or wear masks and undergo regular testing.  [ASPPH and 
ASPH led the brief, which was joined by dozens of other associations, deans, program directors, 
and other public health scholars. The Associations were assisted by the Gupta Wessler law firm 
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Date Issue(s) Description 
and the leadership and faculty of the George Washington University Milken Institute School of 
Public Health.] 

November 30, 2021 Appropriations, CDC Letter to House and Senate Appropriations Committee leaders urging them to include at least the 
House-passed level of $10.5 billion for CDC in the final FY 2022 appropriations package. 

December 03, 2021 Appropriations, HRSA Letter to House and Senate Appropriations Committee leaders requesting at least the Senate-
proposed level of $8.84 billion for HRSA's discretionary program funding for fiscal year 2022. 

December 06, 2021 Appropriations Letter to House and Senate Appropriations Committee leaders urging them to approve a $40 
million appropriation in FY 2022 for the CDC’s Advanced Molecular Detection Program, which 
brings next generation genomic sequencing to the front lines of public health. Such a funding 
level would represent a 33 percent increase over the FY 2021 level. 

December 10, 2021 Covid-19 Letter to Senator Diane Feinstein (D-CA) endorsing S 2888, the Support of US Air Travel Public 
Safety Act, which would require all domestic airline staff and customers to be vaccinated. 

December 13, 2021 Appropriations, CDC Letter to the leaders of the House and Senate Appropriations Committee urging them to fund the 
CDC’s Office on Smoking & Health (OSH) at the House-passed funding level of $250 million for 
FY 2022.  This would be a $12.5 million increase from the FY2021 level. 

December 16, 2021 Public health 
infrastructure, older 
adults 

Endorsement of legislation sponsored by Rep. Lois Frankel (D-FL), the Protecting the Health of 
America's Older Adults Act, which would create a program at CDC to support age-friendly public 
health systems. 

 
2020 Activities 

Date Issue(s) Description 
February 04, 2020 Tobacco Letter in support of HR 2339, the Reversing the Youth Tobacco Epidemic Act of 2019. 
February 20, 2020 Administrative Letter seeking a 30-day extension in the comment period responding to the Office of 

Management and Budget’s proposed revisions to 2 CFR 25, 2 CFR 170, 2 CFR 183, and 2 CFR 
200 (Federal Register, Vol. 85, 3766-3809). 

February 20, 2020 Environmental health Letter to the Environmental Protection Agency commenting on the advanced notice of proposed 
rulemaking for the Control of Air Pollution from New Motor Vehicles (Heavy Duty Engine 
Standards). 

February 21, 2020 Tobacco Letter in support of HR 4742, which would impose a tax on the nicotine used in e-cigarettes. 
February 26, 2020 Funding, HRSA Letter endorsing the recommendation of the Friends of the Health Resources and Services 

Administration (HRSA) for FY 2021. The Friends of HRSA is asking Congress to provide $8.8 
billion for HRSA’s discretionary programs. 

February 26, 2020 Funding, CDC Letter endorsing the recommendations of the CDC Coalition to Congress seeking at least $8.3 
billion for the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s programs in the FY 2021 Labor, 
Health and Human Services, Education and Related Agencies Appropriations bill. 

February 27, 2020 Tobacco Advertisement in Politico in support of HR 2339, legislation to ban the sale of flavored tobacco 
and e-cigarettes. 
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Date Issue(s) Description 
February 28, 2020 Funding, CDC, NCEH Letter requesting that Congress provide at least $243 million to support the Center for Disease 

Control and Prevention’s National Center for Environmental Health in the FY 2021 Labor, Health 
and Human Services, Education, and Related Agencies Appropriations bill. 

February 28, 2020 Funding, Title X Letter endorsing the request of the Family Planning Coalition in urging Congress to provide $400 
million for the Title X family planning program as part of the FY 2021 appropriations bill. 

March 02, 2020 Environmental health Letter to Congress urging it to commit to leaving the Clean Air Act fully in place in any legislation 
to address climate change. 

March 02, 2020 Environmental health Letter to Congress in support of S 2754 and HR 5544, the American Innovation and 
Manufacturing Act of 2020, which would phase down the production of hydrofluorocarbons 
(HFCs). 

March 05, 2020 Environmental health Statement opposing the Environmental Protection Agency’s proposal to censor science. 
March 09, 2020 Environmental health Letter to Congress urging an increase to $15 million for the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention’s Climate and Health Program in FY 2021. 
March 09, 2020 Funding, tobacco Letter to the Senate urging an $80 million increase (to $310 million) in funding for the Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention’s Office on Smoking and Health. 
March 09, 2020 Funding, tobacco Letter to the House urging an $80 million increase (to $310 million) in funding for the Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention’s Office on Smoking and Health. 
March 10, 2020 Funding, maternal and 

child health 
Letter endorsing the recommendation of the Friends of the Title V Maternal and Child Health 
Services Program to provide at least $715 million for the Title V Maternal and Child Health (MCH) 
Services Block Grant program in the FY 2021 Labor, Health and Human Services, Education & 
Related Agencies Appropriations bill. 

March 11, 2020 Tobacco Advertisement in Politico thanking members of the House for supporting HR 2339, legislation to 
ban the sale of flavored tobacco and e-cigarettes. 

March 11, 2020 Tobacco Advertisement in Politico thanking members of the Congressional Black Caucus for supporting 
HR 2339, legislation to ban the sale of flavored tobacco and e-cigarettes. 

March 13, 2020 Funding, Covid-19 Letter thanking the Trump administration and Congressional leaders for supporting the passage 
of the $8.3 billion supplemental appropriations bill, the Coronavirus Preparedness and Response 
Supplemental Appropriations Act. 

March 13, 2020 Funding, maternal and 
child health 

Letter urging Congress to prioritize funding for various maternal and child health programs in the 
FY 2021 appropriations bill. 

March 13, 2020 Funding, NCHS Endorsement of the FY 2021 recommendation for the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention’s National Center for Health Statistics from the Friends of the NCHS. The coalition is 
recommending an appropriation of at least $189 million. 

March 13, 2020 Covid-19 Statement on “The Coronavirus Testing Fiasco.” 
March 16, 2020 Funding AHRQ Letter to the Senate endorsing the recommendation of the Friends of AHRQ requesting $471 

million for the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality in FY 2021. 
March 16, 2020 Funding AHRQ Letter to the House endorsing the recommendation of the Friends of AHRQ requesting $471 

million for the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality in FY 2021. 
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Date Issue(s) Description 
March 20, 2020 Administrative Letter to the Environmental Protection Agency seeking a 60-day extension and a public hearing 

to respond to the Strengthening Transparency in Regulatory Science Supplemental Notice of 
Proposed Rulemaking. 

March 20, 2020 Covid-19 Letter urging Congressional support for the PAID Leave Act (Providing Americans Insured Days 
of Leave Act). 

March 24, 2020 Covid-19 Letter (along with other members of the Federation of Associations of Schools of the Health 
Professions) urging Congress to consider the unique economic and educational needs of the 
nation’s health professions schools and students, and the associations that represent them, in 
any federal legislative or stimulus package. 

March 24, 2020 Covid-19 Letter (along with other members of the Federation of Associations of Schools of the Health 
Professions) urging the Trump administration to consider the unique economic and educational 
needs of the nation’s health professions schools and students, and the associations that 
represent them, in any federal legislative or stimulus package. 

March 25, 2020 Funding, Covid-19 Letter calling on Congress to provide at least $824 million in FY 2021 funding for the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention’s Public Health Emergency Preparedness Cooperative 
Agreement and at least $474 million for programs of the HHS Office of the Assistant Secretary for 
Preparedness and Response. 

March 27, 2020 Covid-19 Letter to Congress and the administration providing recommendations on protecting older 
Americans from Covid-19. 

March 30, 2020 Covid-19 Letter to the Trump administration urging that changes to the Covid-19 social distancing 
recommendations be driven by science, that adequate personal protective equipment be provided 
to essential medical personnel, and that economic, nutritional and education support be provided 
to workers, small businesses, families and children facing steep sacrifices as a result of the 
pandemic. 

March 30, 2020 Funding, firearms Letter asking members of the House to provide $50 million in funding for the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention and the National Institutes of Health to conduct public health research into 
firearm morbidity and mortality prevention. 

March 30, 2020 Funding, firearms Letter asking members of the Senate to provide $50 million in funding for the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention and the National Institutes of Health to conduct public health research into 
firearm morbidity and mortality prevention. 

April 03, 2020 Covid-19 Letter calling on the administration to take immediate action to alleviate the critical shortage of 
ventilators and personal protective equipment. 

April 03, 2020 Covid-19 Letter to Congressional leaders urging support for significant, long-term investments in public 
health infrastructure. The letter urges congress to provide $4.5 billion in additional annual funding 
to fund additional preparedness activities. 

April 03, 2020 Funding Letter urging a $50 million increase (to $100 million) in funding for public health data/IT systems 
modernization within the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 

April 03, 2020 Covid-19 Summary of essential activities undertaken by ASPPH members to address the coronavirus 
pandemic. 

April 06, 2020 Workforce Fact sheet on Keeping Communities Healthy by Investing in the Public Health Workforce. 
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Date Issue(s) Description 
April 07, 2020 Vaccines Letter urging the enactment of HR 2862, the Vaccine Awareness Campaign to Champion 

Immunization Nationally and Enhance Safety Act of 2019.  
April 10, 2020 Covid-19 Statement on “Academic Public Health’s Essential Roles in Addressing Covid-19.” 
April 14, 2020 Environmental health Statement in opposition to the Environmental Protection Agency’s proposal to maintain the 

current National Ambient Air Quality Standards for Particulate Matter. 
April 15, 2020 Covid-19, WHO Letter to Donald Trump urging the United States to remain a member of the World Health 

Organization and for the US to continue its financial contribution to the Organization. 
April 16, 2020 Environmental Health Statement opposing the Environmental Protection Agency’s final rule on Mercury and Air Toxic 

Standards. 
April 16, 2020 Funding Letter to Congressional leaders urging a larger funding allocation to the Labor-HHS-Education 

appropriations bill in FY 2021. 
April 23, 2020 FDA; Tobacco Letter to the Commissioner of the Food and Drug Administration urging disclosure of tobacco 

products for which premarket applications have been filed by the court-ordered deadline. 
April 24, 2020 Covid-19, WHO Letter to Donald Trump urging his administration to continue the United States’ funding 

contribution to the World Health Organization. 
April 29, 2020 Covid-19; science Statement calling on federal, state and local authorities to adhere to evidence and public health 

expertise in making decisions on when to lift social distancing orders, including shelter-in-place 
orders and the closure of none-essential businesses. 

April 29, 2020 Covid-19 Letter urging Congressional support for the PAID Leave Act (Providing Americans Insured Days 
of Leave Act). 

May 04, 2020 Covid-19, immigration Letter urging regulatory or legislative action to maintain work authorization for individuals currently 
in Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) status during the Covid-19 national emergency. 

May 04, 2020 Covid-19; equity Letter to Congressional leaders urging them to require the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention to update Covid-19 surveillance systems to collect data on patients’ race, ethnicity, 
sex, age, primary language, sexual orientation, disability status, and socioeconomic status, as 
well as various outcomes. 

May 04, 2020 Covid-19; equity Letter to HHS Secretary Alex Azar urging him to require the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention to update Covid-19 surveillance systems to collect data on patients’ race, ethnicity, 
sex, age, primary language, sexual orientation, disability status, and socioeconomic status, as 
well as various outcomes. 

May 05, 2020 Funding, Covid-19 Letter to Congressional leaders in support of providing critical emergency supplemental 
resources to respond to the pandemic and endorsing the creation of a new budget category -- 
“Health Defense Operations (HDO)” -- that would be exempt from various provisions of the 
Budget Control Act. 

May 05, 2020 Funding, ATSDR Letter in support of increased funding in FY 2021 for the Center for Disease Protection and 
Prevention’s Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry. 

May 05, 2020 Funding, nutrition Letter to Congressional leaders urging the appropriation of $10 million in supplemental funding to 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention for infant and young child feeding in emergencies 
(IYCF-E) program. 
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May 13, 2020 Covid-19 Fact Sheet on protecting the health of America’s older adults during Covid-19 and beyond and 

related legislation. 
May 14, 2020 Covid-19; Workforce Letter to House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) and House Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy (R-

CA) urging passage of legislation to create the Public Health Workforce Loan Repayment 
Program. 

May 15, 2020 WHO Letter to Congressional appropriators asking them to support honoring the United States’ financial 
obligations to the United Nations, as part of the fiscal year 2021 appropriations bill. 

May 18, 2020 EPA, science Statement calling on the Environmental Protection Agency to withdraw the supplemental notice of 
proposed rulemaking to “Strengthen Transparency in Regulatory Science.” 

May 18, 2020 Covid-19, social 
determinants of health 

Letter to House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) and House Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy (R-
CA) asking them to include the Improving Social Determinants of Health Act of 2020 (HR 6561) in 
any further iterations of legislation to respond to the Covid-19 pandemic. 

May 18, 2020 Covid-19 Op-Ed essay by Drs. Sandro Galea and Laura Magaña published by The Hill, “Preventing the 
next pandemic through investment in academic public health.” 

May 20, 2020 Covid-19, science Letter to the Director of the National Institutes of Health voicing alarm at the revocation of a peer-
reviewed research grant for studies of coronaviruses due to White House pressure. 

May 22, 2020 Funding, Title X Letter urging support for the Title X family planning program, including $400 million in funding for 
the program in FY 2021. 

May 26, 2020 Covid-19 Letter to leaders of the G20 Group urging pragmatic, science-based approaches to managing the 
Covid-19 pandemic.  

May 26, 2020 Covid-19 Letter thanking Senators Tina Smith (D-MN) and Cory Booker (D-NJ) for introducing the 
Strengthening the Public Health Workforce Act (S 3737).  

May 29, 2020 Administrative Letter to the Environmental Protection Agency seeking an extension to the comment deadline for 
the review of National Ambient Air Quality Standards for Particulate Matter. 

May 29, 2020 Health equity Letter endorsing the Health Equity and Access under the Law (HEAL) for Immigrant Women & 
Families Act of 2020 (S 3799). 

May 29, 2020 Covid-19, WHO Statement opposing Donald Trump’s decision to withdraw the US from the World Health 
Organization. 

June 03, 2020 Patient identifier Letter to Senate leaders urging the rejection of the appropriation’s rider prohibiting the spending 
of federal dollars to promulgate or adopt a national unique patient identifier. 

June 03, 2020 Patient identifier Letter to House leaders urging the rejection of the appropriation’s rider prohibiting the spending of 
federal dollars to promulgate or adopt a national unique patient identifier. 

June 09, 2020 Funding, budget Letter to Congressional leaders urging support for a new Health Defense Operations budget 
designation.  

June 17, 2020 Administrative Letter to the Environmental Protection Agency seeking an extension to the comment period on 
the proposed rule, “Increasing consistency in considering benefits and costs in the Clean Air Act 
rulemaking process.” 

June 22, 2020 Covid-19, PSLF Letter (along with other members of the Federation of Associations of Schools of the Health 
Professions) to the Assistant Secretary of the Dept. of Education on the implementation of 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act and related regulatory issues. 
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Date Issue(s) Description 
June 26, 2020 Covid-19, workforce Letter to Senate leaders in support of the S 3737, the Strengthening the Public Health Workforce 

Act.  
June 26, 2020 Covid-19, workforce Letter to House leaders in support of the S 3737, the Strengthening the Public Health Workforce 

Act. 
June 30, 2020 WHO Petition and media statement in support of US funding to - and engagement with - the World 

Health Organization. 
July 01, 2020 CDC, Covid-19 Letter to HHS Secretary Alex Azar urging him to strengthen and affirm the role of the Center for 

Disease Control and Prevention. 
July 02, 2020 Infrastructure Letter to Congressional leaders in support of increased, sustained annual funding for 

state/local/tribal/territorial public health infrastructure. 
July 03, 2020 Opioids, harm 

reduction 
Amicus (friend of the court brief) in support of efforts to open a safe injection site in Philadelphia 
(Safehouse v. United States of America) 

July 07, 2020 Tobacco Letter to House Appropriations Committee leaders asking them to oppose any efforts to weaken 
FDA’s authority over cigars or any other tobacco products when the Fiscal Year 2021 Agriculture, 
Rural Development, Food and Drug Administration, and Related Agencies Appropriations bill is 
marked-up. 

July 10, 2020 Covid-19 Letter to the Secretary of Health and Human Services Alex Azar asking him to renew the public 
health emergency declaration for at least an additional 90 days before it expires on July 25. 

July 10, 2020 Immigration Letter to the Secretary of Homeland Security Chad Wolf opposing the Trump administration’s 
policy seeking to deport international students forced to take online-only classes due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic. The letter was signed by all members of the Federation of Associations of 
Schools of the Health Professions. 

July 10, 2020 Tobacco, Covid-19 Letter endorsing HR 7286, the “Quit Because of COVID-19 Act”, which would expand tobacco 
cessation coverage to ensure that all Medicaid and Children’s Health Insurance Program 
enrollees have access to the full array of proven tobacco cessation treatments. 

July 13, 2020 Immigration Amicus (friend of the court brief) in support of Harvard and the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology litigation seeking to block implementation of the Trump Administration’s policy 
seeking to deport international students forced to take online-only classes due to the Covid-19 
pandemic.  

July 13, 2020 Environmental health Statement in opposition to the Environmental Protection Agency’s proposal to maintain the 
current National Ambient Air Quality Standards for ozone pollution. 

July 13, 2020 Covid-19 Statement opposing White House efforts to discredit Dr. Anthony Fauci. 
July 15, 2020 Covid-19, social 

determinants of health 
Letter to Congressional leaders asking that the “Improving Social Determinants of Health Act of 
2020 (HR 6561) be placed on the Congressional calendar.  

July 15, 2020 Covid-19 Letter to Mike Pence urging the administration to cease efforts to discredit Dr. Anthony Fauci.  
July 16, 2020 Covid-19, WHO Statement from the Global Network for Academic Public Health on the WHO’s response to 

COVID-19, with support of the founding associations of the Global Network: Asia-Pacific 
Academic Consortium for Public Health (APACPH), Association of Schools of Public Health in 
Africa (ASPHA), Association of Schools of Public Health in the European Region (ASPHER), and 
ASPPH. 
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Date Issue(s) Description 
July 17, 2020 Covid-19 Letter to Mike Pence and other Trump administration officials asking that they immediately 

reverse the decision to bypass the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) in the 
collection and analysis of COVID-19 patient data. 

July 20, 2020 Covid-19, CDC Open letter to President Donald Trump from the leaders of America’s public health schools and 
programs. 

July 21, 2020 Covid-19 Press release, report, and tables related to recommendations on how states and communities 
can increase transparency about the risk of COVID-19 and be held accountable for progress. The 
report and recommendations, “Tracking COVID-19 in the United States: From Information 
Catastrophe to Empowered Communities,” includes a review of state-level COVID-19 data 
dashboards and draws on best practices to define a set of 15 essential indicators. The report was 
organized by Dr. Tom Frieden of Resolve to Save Lives. 

July 21, 2020 Covid-19, voting Letter to Congress addressing what must be done to ensure that every American is able to safely 
vote this fall. 

July 21, 2020 Covid-19, climate 
change 

Letter to Congress concerning “building back better” by advancing preparedness and addressing 
issues related to climate change. 

July 23, 2020 Covid-19 Letter to Congress urging it to dedicate resources and oversight to ensuring language and 
communications needs are not a barrier to COVID-19 public health knowledge, testing and 
treatment. 

July 30, 2020 Covid-19 Letter to HHS Secretary Alex Azar thanking him for renewing the public health emergency 
declaration because of the Covid-19 pandemic. 

August 03, 2020 Environmental health Letter to the Environmental Protection Agency commenting on the notice of proposed rule making 
on “Increasing Consistency and Transparency in Considering Benefits and Costs in the Clean Air 
Act Rulemaking Process.” 

August 06, 2020 Funding Letter to Congressional leaders requesting emergency supplemental funding for the National 
Institutes of Health. 

August 13, 2020 Environmental health Statement opposing the Environmental Protection Agency’s move to rollback protections from oil 
and gas pollution by weakening protections against methane pollution.  

August 13, 2020 Covid-19, tobacco Letter to Senator Tom Carper (D-DE) in support of S 4524, the Quit Because of Covid-19 Act, 
which would expand tobacco cessation coverage to ensure that all Medicaid and Children’s 
Health Insurance Program enrollees have access to the full array of proven tobacco cessation 
treatments. 

August 14, 2020 Covid-19 Endorsement of S 2526, the Coronavirus Language Access Act, which would provide funding for 
state and local responses to include Limited English Proficient populations, as well as ensure that 
federal agencies take steps to ensure equal access to Covid-19 programs. 

August 19, 2020 Funding Letter to House leaders endorsing HR 8067, legislation that would direct the Agency for 
Healthcare Research and Quality to conduct or support on the most critical health system issues 
related to Covid-19. 

August 26, 2020 Administrative Letter to the Environmental Protection Agency requesting an extension to the comment period 
related to the proposal to “Retain the Ozone National Ambient Air Quality Standards.” 

August 26, 2020 Social determinants of 
health 

Endorsement of HR 6561/S 4440, the Improving Social Determinants of Health Act of 2020.  
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Date Issue(s) Description 
August 26, 2020 Lebanon Statement from the Global Network for Academic Public Health on the Beirut explosion. 
August 31, 2020 Covid-19, science Statement titled, “CDC Should Reconsider Testing Guidance Change; Trump Urged to End 

Pressure Campaign on CDC, FDA, and NIH.” 
September 03, 2020 Covid-19 Letter to Mike Pence expressing serious concerns with the recent change to testing guidelines 

from the CDC that diminishes the importance of testing asymptomatic individuals who were 
exposed to Covid-19. The letter said that ASPPH and other co-signers “believe the revision does 
not reflect the best available science and the best interest of the public’s health and has resulted 
in confusion among public health and medical professionals and the public. We ask the 
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) to reverse the revision.” 

September 17, 2020 Covid-19 Letter to the leaders of the Food and Drug Administration urge them to ensure that a Covid-19 
vaccine is only authorized or licensed when it meets FDA’s existing standards of safety and 
efficacy. 

September 23, 2020 Environmental health Declaration in honor of 2020 World Environmental Health Day recognizing the critical role 
environmental health professionals. 

September 24, 2020 Racism Statement calling on the Trump administration to withdraw a White House Office of Management 
and Budget memorandum and related Executive Order (EO), both aimed at stopping federal 
agencies contractors and grantees from sponsoring or attending any training programs that focus 
on racial sensitivity or recognizing and preventing unconscious bias. 

October 01, 2020 Infrastructure Endorsement of S. 4740, the Public Health Infrastructure Saves Lives Act, introduced by Senator 
Patty Murray (D-WA). 

October 01, 2020 Environmental health Letter to the Environmental Protection Agency commenting on the proposed Ozone National 
Ambient Air Quality Standards (EPA-HQ-OAR-2018-0279). 

October 06, 2020 Health equity Endorsement of the Health Equity and Accountability Act of 2020, scheduled to be introduced in 
the Senate by Senator Mazie K. Hirono (D-HI). 

October 07, 2020 Presidential leadership Letters to Joe Biden and Donald Trump detailing how presidential leadership can address the 
increasingly serious and complex public health issues facing the United States and the world. 
Regardless of the result of November’s election, the Association said that the challenges “will test 
the President’s ability to communicate effectively and to bring the country and the world together 
to make difficult policy choices and long-term investment decisions to achieve our shared vision 
of improved health for everyone, everywhere.” The letters focus on why presidential leadership is 
essential and how the challenges ahead are opportunities to make a lasting and deep impact on 
health. The challenges and opportunities are organized around the following themes: valuing 
science and research; promoting workforce excellence; advancing prevention science; 
addressing health disparities and advancing a diverse workforce; restoring America’s leadership 
role in promoting global collaboration; promoting public health solutions to America’s complex 
health challenges; and America’s public health infrastructure. 

October 07, 2020 Tobacco Endorsement of a consensus statement on “Decriminalizing Commercial Tobacco: Addressing 
Systemic Racism” 

October 14, 2020 Covid-19 Statement from 14 public health organization condemning the herd immunity scheme for 
controlling the spread of SARS CoVID-1. [Additional organizations subsequently endorsed the 
statement.] 
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Date Issue(s) Description 
October 15, 2020 Covid-19, voting Letter to “Fellow Americans” concerning safe and secure voting. The letter was organized by 

VoteSAFE Public Health and was signed by ten leading public health organizations. 
October 26, 2020 Immigration Letter to the Department of Homeland Security opposing the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 

(ICEB-2019-0006) on “Establishing a Fixed Time Period of Admission and an Extension of Stay 
Procedure for Nonimmigrant Academic Students, Exchange Visitors, and Representatives of 
Foreign Information Media.” ASPPH urged DHS “to withdraw the NPRM as it would create 
unnecessary procedural uncertainty for international students by introducing a burdensome and 
bureaucratic extension of stay process to the normal visa system. This will further diminish our 
nation’s ability to attract and retain talented students just as other nations are expanding their 
incentives for international students to study and work in their countries.” 

November 09, 2020 Tobacco Letter to the Food and Drug Administration urging the FDA to grant the pending citizen petition 
urging the prohibition of menthol as a characterizing flavor in cigarettes. 

November 10, 2020 Policy Presentation and Q&A at the University of Miami related to the impact of the election results on 
issues of importance to academic public health. 

November 24, 2020 Covid-19, abuse of 
professionals 

Letter to The Washington Post concerning the abuse of public health professionals during the 
pandemic. The letter was sent by the member societies of the Federation of Associations of 
Schools of the Health Professions.  

November 24, 2020 Funding, CDC Letter endorsing the recommendations of the CDC Coalition to Congress seeking at least $7.962 
billion [the House level] for the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s programs in the FY 
2021 Labor, Health and Human Services, Education and Related Agencies Appropriations bill. 

November 24, 2020 Funding, HRSA Letter endorsing the recommendation of the Friends of the Health Resources and Services 
Administration (HRSA) for FY 2021. The Friends of HRSA is asking Congress to provide $7.194 
billion [the House level] for HRSA’s programs. 

December 02, 2020 Funding, tobacco Letter to Congressional leaders urging an $10 million increase (to $240 million) in funding for the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s Office on Smoking and Health. The funding amount 
is the House-passed level. 

December 04, 2020 Funding, NIH Letter to President-elect Joseph R. Biden concerning funding and policy issues at the National 
Institutes of Health. The letter was organized by the Ad Hoc Group for Medical Research 
Funding. 

December 04, 2020 Covid-19, sick leave Letter to Congressional leaders urging the passage of legislation mandating paid sick leave to 
those affected by the pandemic. 

December 04, 2020 Covid-19, immunization Letter to Congressional leaders urging immediate Congressional action to help reverse the 
sustained decrease in immunization rates for recommended vaccines across all ages. 

December 08, 2020 Maternal health Letter to Congressional leaders urging passage of the Maternal Health Quality Improvement Act 
(HR 4995) and the Helping MOMS Act of 2020 (HR 4996) before the Congress adjourns. 

December 08, 2020 Funding Letter to Congressional leaders urging the completion of work on the fiscal year 2020 
appropriations bills and to provide emergency research relief funding to those affected by Covid-
19-related disruptions. 

December 08, 2020 Appointments and 
nominations 

Statement on the announcement of President-elect Biden’s health team, including the intent to 
nominate Xavier Becerra to be Secretary of the Dept. of HHS and Vivek Murthy to be Surgeon 
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Date Issue(s) Description 
General. Biden also announced his intent to appoint Dr. Rochelle Walensky as director of the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.  

December 08, 2020 Appointments and 
nominations 

Letter to Dr. Rochelle Walensky congratulating her on her designation as director of the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention in the Biden Administration. The letter also offers the 
Association’s assistance and support. 

December 18, 2020 Covid-19, immigration Letter to Dr. Robert Redfield of the CDC urging that immigrants living in the United States be 
equitably treated in the vaccine allocation process. 

December 18, 2020 Covid-19, immigration Letter to members of the Biden transition team urging that immigrants living in the United States 
be equitably treated in the vaccine allocation process. 
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