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Impact.

I was recently asked to speak at 
the Merit Cafe during Imaging USA 
2023 on the subject of impact as 
it pertains to the 12 Elements of a 
Merit Image. As you might imagine, 
that has me thinking about many 
aspects of impact. Impact is a pretty 
interesting element of 
competition to dissect, 
but there is even more 
to think about in terms 
of our lives. 

I have been a teacher 
for much of my life. In 
addition to teaching 
college classes for the 
past two decades, 
I have done a great 
deal of one-on-one 
consulting, and given 
lots of feedback on competition 
images over the years. As a PPA juror, 
I know every challenge is a teaching 
opportunity. I am sure it is the case 
for many teachers and jurors that our 
words and actions go out into the 
world, and, in most cases, we really 
do not know how or even if they 
resonate. It does happen, now and 
then, that someone walks up to me 
and tells me how much of a difference 
some small bit of instruction or piece 
of advice given in a critique made to 
them. Those acknowledgments of 
impact often surprise me. I think it 
is impossible for each of us to know 
how much impact we have on the 
people with whom we come into 
contact, especially in this world of 
“virtual” connection where we often 
have audiences, listeners, and even 
students we never meet in person. 
With every interaction, there is the 
potential to create some kind of 
impact, and we often have no idea 
of how important or long-reaching it 
might be.
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I have always loved birds and 
photographing them. They are 
some of my favorite things to 
paint. They have such beautiful 
detail and are so graceful. I 
wanted to create an art piece 
that would have my love of 
birds along with my love of 
antique tea cups combined, and 
“Breakfast in Bed” is what came 
from that thought process.  

I photographed the birds with 
my cell phone (iPhone 4 at the 
time) through glass at a pet 
shop. At home, I stacked three 
cups with aluminum foil in 
between them so I could get 
them to stay where I wanted 
them, and I photographed them 
in front of an off-white table top 
with window light. 

I composited them and painted 
them in Adobe Photoshop, 
adding in my own brush strokes 
as well. 

“Breakfast in Bed” has become 
one of my all-time favorite 
images I have created. It just 
makes me smile.  h

President’s Message
Ella Carlson, M.Photog.M.Artist.Cr., CPP, F-ASP, EA-ASP

Inside This Issue

President’s Message 3

Board of Governors 4

Ready or Not ... Here I Come 5

No Excuses: An Interview with 
Barbara Breitsameter

12

In Memory: Duncan MacNab 15

ASP Tag-Along: Parry Lodge 16

As the president of ASP, I am 
constantly considering how our 
actions, as members of the ASP Board 
and the various ASP committees, 
will impact our members: past, 
present, and future. Is what we are 
doing enriching our members’ lives 
with fellowship, helping them in 
their careers, or inspiring them in 

their artistic endeavors? 
We monitor numbers 
at the weekly Zoom 
meetings. We listen to 
the feedback we get 
from members. We 
take note of how many 
emails we send out and 
try very hard not to 
inundate our members 
(although this time of 
year with Imaging USA 
right around the corner 

is harder than other times to avoid 
that). We try to find interesting, 
enriching, and varied content for the 
ASP magazine while also keeping 
our members informed. 

In this issue, we acknowledge our 
Images of Distinction volunteers, 
but they are not alone. We have a 
fantastic crew of volunteers helping 
to create and sustain ASP, from the 
best board with whom I have ever 
worked to our brilliant ambassadors, 
the museum committee, and the 
volunteers who will be joining us 
to help decorate the Gala and Late 
Night Lounge venues, and our many 
other committees as well as our 
past presidents and board members 
who continue to support ASP and 
advise us. Every single one of those 
volunteers, past and present, has 
impacted this organization and its 
members. In turn, the experience of 
volunteering has, no doubt, changed 
each of those volunteers’ lives as 
well. It is a pretty great symbiosis and 
a whole lot of impact in the very best 
sense of the word. h
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READY OR NOT... HERE I COME
By Kimberly J. Smith, M.Photog.M.Artist.Cr., CPP, F-ASP

For Lisa, 
My sister, My friend ... 

Always. 
September 30, 1968 – May 15, 2013

“Ready or not ... here I come” she would 
yell as she began her long search to 
find me. I was always a little short and 
small for my age, and that seemed 
to work out in my favor to find many 
great hiding places. It was my favorite 
game. For me, being a 6-year-old, it 
was easier to fit into tight spaces than 
my sister Lisa, who was three and a 
half years older than me and about 
twice my height. My favorite place 
to hide was in the kitchen cabinets 
with all the pots and pans. It was a 
challenge to be able to quietly move 
them around without making noise 
and hide behind them. Sometimes, 
when I hid so well, and she couldn’t 
find me, I would fall asleep waiting. So 
of course, there were times she would 
give up. However, most of the time, 
she would find me, and we would 
continue to play for hours. Now don’t 
get me wrong, she and I had our 
moments, many of them actually. I 
was an annoying little sister, and she 
was a bossy big sister. We were best 
friends, constant playmates, and, at 
times, one would think, archenemies 
… but always sisters. 

The image “Ready or not” was 
created as a beautiful reminder to not 

only myself, but for anyone 
who sees it to remember 

the carefree days of 
childhood, when running 

and playing outside 
was the only thing that 

mattered. 

“Bedlam” 
Having a sister means 

sharing things you don’t 
want to share and fighting 

over ... well, everything. 
Being a sister also means 

having a best friend; a constant 
companion; someone you can laugh 

with, play with, and share your deepest 
secrets with. Sisters ... I wouldn’t trade it 

for anything.

As children, our daddy always had 
a camera in hand, documenting 
our family vacations and our lives. 
This led to my love of photography. 
I am beyond grateful for the many 
memories that have been captured 
and preserved for me and for future 
generations who will enjoy them. I 
have always enjoyed looking through 
old pictures, wondering what the 
stories are and what the person in 
the portrait was like. Knowing that 

someday, many years down the road, 
people will wonder the same about 

portraits of my family 
and me. It is amusing to 
me to see the hair and 
clothing styles during the 
time that I was growing 
up. We all laugh and 
wonder how it was ever 
possible that anyone 
could like that look, yet 
we watch those same 
styles come and go, time 
after time.  Regardless of 
the funny hair styles, the 
obvious lack of clothing 

consultations, and at times not the 
best posing, I am blessed that my 
parents captured those moments 
in time. Moments that might seem 
childish, like a simple game of hide 
and seek, or sisters laughing and 
whispering secrets are just some of 
the memories I will always cherish.  

Growing up, I always loved art. 
Drawing was something I realized I 
could do at an early age. So, when I 
entered high school, Art and Yearbook 
were two classes I made sure were on 
my schedule. My art teacher, Linda 
Wilson, was my favorite, and I enjoyed 

continued on page 6

Kimberly J. Smith  
M.Photog.M.Artist.Cr., 
CPP, F-ASP

Ready or Not ... Here I Come Bedlam
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going to her class every day. I learned 
so much about art history, design, 
lighting, shadows, highlights, and 
more information than I probably 
even realize. All of this coming from a 
high school art class. In my yearbook 
class, I learned to use film, and it was 
my first experience with developing 
my own images in a darkroom. My 
favorite part was capturing images 
and designing layouts. Looking back 
on that time, I know that God had a 
plan, and He was preparing me for 
what was to come.

 “The Journey” began with a painting 
of a beautiful flower. It was enough on 
its own, but adding in a story is what I 

love to do. The addition of the tiny little 
ladybug made the image complete for 

me. It was such a minor change. But 
that minor change gave the image 

its name and a story. You may never 
understand the difficulties this life 

may bring. Every twist and every turn 
is shaping you, molding you into the 

person you are intended to be. Learn to 
relax and enjoy the journey. 

I graduated from high school in 
1990, and then college in 1994 with 
a Bachelor of Arts in Youth and Family 
Services. I never actually used my 

degree in the way I intended. I got 
married, and a year and a half later, 
we had our first daughter, Emily. I 
adored her and loved being a stay-
at-home mom. Two and a half years 
later, we had our second daughter, 
Lyndsay, and 22 months after that, 
our third, Haylee. At the time, my 
only experience with a professional 
photography studio was Walmart. 
While I wish I had more creative, 
striking images of my daughters, 
I am thankful for the memories 
and portraits I do have, created by 
their studio. It wasn’t until a friend 
from church, J.C. Little, who was a 
photographer, offered to do portraits 
of my children that I realized there 
were other options out there. He did 
a wonderful job, and it was at that 
moment that I decided I wanted to 
be able to create beautiful images 
of my children myself. I had started 
doing scrapbooks for my children, 
documenting their growth and 
beauty. With a $20 camera as the 
source of creating these “works of 
Art,” I am sure you can imagine that 
my images were lacking in the area 
of technical excellence. So, the search 
for the perfect camera was on. I chose 
to purchase a 35 mm Minolta. It was 
the camera I had dreamed of, or so 
I thought. My love of scrapbooking 

quickly turned to a passion for 
creating images. Thus began my 
journey with photography.

“Enchanting” 
And for a moment ... just a moment, 

she was fearless. Her eyes were opened, 
her mind was clear, and she knew, 

without an ounce of doubt, that the 
path she had chosen was destined for 

greatness.

After the purchase of my new camera, 
my images started looking more like 
what I had envisioned in my mind, 
and I started enjoying the process 
of learning light. My pastor’s wife at 
the time, Dene’ Hopkins, encouraged 
me to look into starting a business. It 
was then that I began to consider the 
option of photography as a career. 
I am a firm believer that God places 
certain people in your life at just the 
right time. With a gentle push from 
the nest, Dene’ gave me a business 
card of a photographer she had been 
introduced to. I called and met with 
this photographer who was from 
Tulsa, a 45-minute drive from where 
I live in Muskogee. She began to 
share with me all the information I 
needed to get started in this business. 
She gave me the information for 

READY OR NOT... HERE I COME  (cont.)

continued from page 5 

continued on page 7

The Journey Enchanting
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professional labs and, in particular, 
Millers Professional Imaging, who 
I have been with now for 20 years. I 
am thankful for not only the influence 
and the inspiration that she has had 
on my life and business, but for the 
friendship Shannon Ledford and I 
have shared for the last 20 years. She 
is a true friend.

I was introduced to 
the professional world 
of photography in 
2001. I was informed 
that my “dream” 
camera was in fact … 
not.  I was also told 
where and how I could 
begin my education, 
and I listened. With 
no schooling or 
training in the field of 
photography, I stepped out on faith 
and purchased the proper equipment 
to start my business. My Mamiya 645 
AF was my first professional camera, 
and I was in love. I am grateful that 
I had the opportunity to learn film 
before heading into the wonderful 
world of digital.

As I began attending class after class, 
workshop after workshop, I realized 
that no matter who, what, or where it 
came from, I learned something new 
every single step of the way. The most 
valuable advice I could have received 
from anyone came at the perfect time: 
the very beginning. I was told that the 
best learning I could experience was 
to sit in on and eventually participate 
in competition. I was hooked from day 

one. Competition sparks something 
in me to try harder, to do what I can, 
to give it my best. But at times, what I 
thought was “my best” was far from it, 
and that’s OK. The journey to learning 
is half the fun. The pain, the 79s, the 
try agains and the try harders ... they 
push me. 

Competition brought new and 
exciting opportunities. I was 
introduced to painting images 
digitally with Photoshop and Corel 
painter. My first class I took was in 
2002 with Don Emmerich and Nancy 
Mickle (now Emmerich), two people I 
have come to admire and love. I didn’t 
know a thing when I signed up, and I 
left there with a wealth of information 
and inspiration. I have gone on to 

study under many 
great instructors and 
friends who have 
added so much to 
who I have become 
creatively. I am truly 
grateful for their time 
and willingness to give 
unselfishly.  

As my photography 
business grew and 
changed, so did my 

family life. I endured a painful divorce, 
was blessed with the arrival of my 
first son, Logan, and a new marriage 
to Chris, who had his own three 
children, Kelsey, Lane, and Sydney. 
Going from three to seven children, 
all under the age of ten, was a huge 
change. While at times it was hectic, 

READY OR NOT... HERE I COME  (cont.)

continued from page 6 

continued on page 8

Hidden Treasure

My, What Big Ears You Have Becoming Always By Your Side



8  American Society of Photographers Magazine Winter 2022

continued on page 9

READY OR NOT... HERE I COME  (cont.)

loud, and chaotic, I wouldn’t trade it 
for anything. I feel blessed beyond 
words. 

 
In the image “Hidden Treasure,” there 

are three eggs tucked neatly into the 
nest. All unique and special. But there 
is a fourth one, unseen. Some of the 

best gifts we receive are those that are 
unexpected.

In 2008, I received my Master of 
Photography degree from PPA by 
entering my client work and images 
of my children. I know the common 
consensus is that you should not 
enter images of your own children. 
However, I have thick skin, and, 
although I may be a bit biased, I 
have beautiful children, and I loved 
creating portraits and art with them 
as my models. Besides, they are my 
favorite subjects. In 2013, I received 
my Photographic Craftsman degree. 
It was a great accomplishment for 
me, considering I never thought I 
would be a public speaker. Talking 

in front of people terrified me. I 
realized that when it is something 
you are passionate about, it comes 
easy. Six months after receiving my 
Craftsman, I was 
accepted as a PPA 
approved Affiliate 
Juror. Judging 
competitions has 
been such a huge 
inspiration, and it has 
made me a better 
photographer. I love 
every part of it. In 
2016, I walked the 
stage and received 
my Master Artist 
degree along with 
Imaging Excellence. 
It has forced me to 
use my imagination and creativity 
more, and I have truly enjoyed this 
journey. Every step I have taken to 
work towards another PPA degree 
has resulted in a tremendous growth 
in the quality of my work. Therefore, I 
see it as a challenge and a benefit to 
continue in education. 

 
“Breakfast in Bed” 

There. In that moment. It is when you 
realize that all the things you love 

in life will change. 
And change is 

good. Change is 
inevitable. But in 

that moment ... you 
have everything. 

Remember it. Cherish 
it. For as long as you 

possibly can. 

Normal life, for me, 
has changed over 
the last couple of 
years. I had to make 
the difficult decision 
to end my marriage 
with a man I still love 

due to the disease of alcoholism. Life is 
tough. But I have realized through this 
struggle, that so am I. I cannot change 
someone else … I can only change 
myself. Although change can be hard, 
it can also be good. This change in 

continued from page 7

I’m Sorry Mama

Masking Her Pain Family of 3
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READY OR NOT... HERE I COME  (cont.)

my life has given me the opportunity 
to transition my business to more of 
what I love; teaching, and creating 
fine art pieces and commissioned art 
portraits. It is allowing me to spend 
more time at home with 
my son, during these 
three short years of 
high school we have left 
together. There will be 
plenty of time to focus on 
my business. Right now, 
I am focusing on making 
memories. 

“Masking Her Pain” 
My heart is breaking. But 

I say I’m doing fine. I’m 
tired of faking, I am broken 

inside.

Keep my head above water, I’m trying 
not to drown. I just keep on hoping, 

But I’m afraid I’m losing ground. I can’t 
keep them silenced, these voices in my 
head. And what they’re screaming is 

better left unsaid.

Photography has become my passion. 
I enjoy all types of images, anywhere 
from a simple black and white to 
a complex painted piece. There is 
beauty in all. Creating images for my 
clients that will not only document 

that time in their lives but will also 
capture a beautiful story of who 
they are, and to do it as creatively as 
I can, is what I am passionate about. 
Anyone can take a picture, but that is 
not my goal. It is about capturing their 

personality, capturing their soul that 
drives me. Being able to show real 
relationships and that connection in 
a photograph is the essence of what 
I strive for. To me, creativity is having 
the vision to see beyond what is 
merely in front of you, bringing those 
thoughts and ideas together in any 
form of art that will speak to the heart 
of those who choose to listen. And I 
so want people to listen. When I see 
an image that makes my heart race, 
makes me laugh, or brings tears to 
my eyes, that artist or photographer, 

in my opinion, has done their job very 
well. That is my passion. 

“Window Dressings” sits at center 
stage of my portfolio. 

The title is referring to the curtains, the 
girls, and the flowers, all 

framing the window. 

But for me, it is the 
window itself that draws 

me in. Much like its 
placement,representing the 

heart, my heart, I long for 
clarity, to be transparent. 

It is a very fragile thing and 
can be broken easily, yet ... 

it is strong. It withstands 
the storms over and over, 

keeping the rain from 
flooding in, guarding what is inside. 

Whatever is placed in front of the 
window will be reflected. What I have 

chosen to highlight is a beautiful 
moment ... a relationship. There is 

nothing more precious or important 
in life than the love that is shared with 

another. 

I have enjoyed photographing many 
types of people and situations over 
the years: babies, children, families, 

continued from page 8

continued on page 10

I Wanna Hold You and Squeeze You and Call You Mine Snow Angels

Window Dressings
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and high school seniors. It has been 
a journey; one I will always think back 
on with pride. Some of my 
favorite portraits I have 
created have been those 
showing a connection 
between subjects, 
relationships, friendships, 
and especially sisters. 
Having three daughters 
of my own, they became 
my little, constant models 
over the years. I absolutely 
adore the images I 
have created that have 
shown their relationship 
with each other; the 
relationship that I too had 
with my sister growing 
up. Images that evoke 
an emotion and bring back feelings 
and memories are inspiring and 
sentimental. Images that show the 
love, the connection, the laughter, 
the good times, and the hard times, 
speak to me. A portrait of a little girl, 
cuddled up to her dog, taking a nap. 
A delicate painting of birds nestling 
together. A gentle moment of sisters 

taking the time to hold hands and 
pray before the wedding day, shows a 
real moment in time that is so simple, 
yet so endearing. 

These moments … they stay with 
you, in your heart. In my heart and 
in my memories is the relationship 
I now have with my sister. Lisa lost 
her battle with cancer on May 15, 
2013, at the age of 44. In everything I 
have accomplished, my sister was an 
encourager, cheering me on. She has 
been, and always will be missed and 

loved. I know her arrival in Heaven 
was a grand one, and she was greeted 
with “well done my good and faithful 
servant.” I can only hope to be as 

good a person and Christ 
follower as she was on this 
Earth. I do my best to keep 
Him as my center. For 
without my faith in God 
and the unconditional 
love that He gives, I would 
have nothing.

“Leaving with Dignity” 
And the day will come 

when it is time to leave this 
world.

Leave with dignity. Leave 
with pride, knowing that 
the life you lived, the life 

you shared, was the life you 
loved.

My photography journey has taken 
me many places. I have been up on 
the mountain top. I have been down 
in the valley. I have competed and 
failed, and I have competed and 
soared, from 76s to 100s and many in 
between. But it goes beyond a score, 

READY OR NOT... HERE I COME  (cont.)

continued from page 9

continued on page 11

Leaving with Dignity

Come Fly with Me Hush Little Baby
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a trophy, a Loan Collection image or 
even an ASP Fellowship ... It makes 
me push harder and search deeper, 
and has made me a better, stronger, 
more creative person. I am loving the 
place where I am right now, excited to 
see what’s around the corner and

I am here to say, “Ready or not ... here 
I come.”

Respectfully, 
Kimberly J. Smith

 
THANK YOU ...

I would like to thank the many people, 
many friends who have poured into my 
life. You have made me stronger and 
more aware of what and who I am. I 
love and appreciate every one of you. 
Thank you for being you and thank you 
for loving me.

BIOGRAPHY

Kimberly J. Smith began her 
professional photography career 
in 2001 in Muskogee, 
Oklahoma. With 
no formal training, 
she stepped out on 
faith, purchased her 
professional equipment, 
and began taking 
classes. Photography 
soon became a passion 
and she quickly learned 
that creating beautiful 
portraits and art was 
what she was meant to 
do.  

As a member of her 
local, state, regional, and national 
Professional Photographer 
associations, she soon earned her 
Master of Photography degree and 
Photographic Craftsman degree and 

became a PPA Affiliated Juror. In 2014, 
she became a Certified Professional 
Photographer.  In January of 2016, 

she received her Master 
Artist degree and 
Imaging Excellence. She 
truly believes in lifelong 
learning and that every 
competition and every 
journey to a new degree 
has pushed her to 
become a better, more 
creative photographer.

Judging, competition, 
creating art and 
photography is her 
passion, and her family 
is her love. With seven 
super loud but loving 

teenagers/ young adults, life can be a 
bit chaotic, but she wouldn’t have it 
any other way. She is blessed to have 
a job she genuinely loves. h

READY OR NOT... HERE I COME  (cont.)

continued from page 10

Cotton Candy
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NO EXCUSES: AN INTERVIEW WITH BARBARA 
BREITSAMETER
by Ella Carlson, M.Photog.M.Artist.Cr., CPP, F-ASP, EA-ASP

Barbara Breitsameter, M.Photog.
Cr., is a wonder. “Never give up! No 
matter what; you can do it,” Barbara 
tells people all the time. “If I can do it, 
you can do it!” If anyone can inspire 
others, it is Barbara. For the past 22 
years, she has been living with Young 
Onset Parkinson’s Disease. I recently 
got a rather startling introduction of 
my own to Parkinson’s. My sister was 
diagnosed with it a little over a year 
ago. That wasn’t totally unexpected. 
She is a senior citizen after all, but this 
past summer my son, still in his 30s, 
was also diagnosed with Parkinson’s. 
He has the Young Onset version like 
Barbara.

In spite of Parkinson’s, Barbara 
managed to build and run a 
successful photography business for 
more than two decades, be a mentor 
to other photographers, win PPA’s 
Diamond Photographer of the Year 
award, win a spot on the World Cup 
Team for the United States, and in 
2017, she won PPA’s top honor: the 
Grand Imaging Award (the top image 
chosen from the more than 5,700 
entries submitted in 2016 IPC) with 
“Send in the Clowns,” an image of 
her three dogs decked out in ruffled 
collars, hats, and make-up. 

How did she get started 
in photography? She says, 
“I’ve been photographing 
since high school. I 
started photographing 
when my daughter was 
in sports. I fell into dog 
photography.”

Her husband got her a 
really nice camera as a gift 
when she left her previous 
career. She worked part 
time for another photographer for 
a time as an assistant, and worked 
her way up to being a photographer. 
When that photographer closed his 
business, she went out on her own. 
One day, one of her clients called 
her and said her dog was having a 
litter of puppies. It was a Bernese 
Mountain dog. “That one day, 
going there, changed my whole life 
because that day a light bulb went 
off. Very few people were doing dog 
photographer at that time. Margaret 
(Bryant) was, but there were very 
few of us. There were a lot of dog 
shows. Dog show photography, eh!” 
She groans and rolls her eyes at the 
memory. “That first session… I knew 
that was what I wanted. Something 
clicked immediately. Six puppies … 

they were seven weeks 
old. I was doing high key. 
One would poop and all 
of them would poop. I 
went through a whole roll 
of background paper with 
that session.” She goes on 
to say the images were 
okay, but “I knew then 
that this is what I wanted 
to do.”

“My husband is a business 
man, and he said to me, “if you’re 
going to do this, you’re going to 
do this right. You’re going to do 
a business plan.” That started her 
thinking. There was no market for dog 
photography at that time. No one 
was asking for dog photography. If a 
dog was in a portrait, it was generally 
just as a part of a family session. “For 
eight months, I practiced every day 
almost. I photographed any dogs 
I could to build a portfolio, and I 
started thinking about how to make 
this something people would want.” 
She decided that Bernese Mountain 
dog people were her target market. 
“I knew it right away because “when 
people spend $4,000 on a puppy (20 
years ago), they have the resources.” 

Barbara Breitsameter 
M.Photog.Cr.

continued on page 13
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She started with the breeders, and 
she was very careful to only work 
with reputable people. She also 
photographed a lot of Corgis. She 
ended up getting both a Corgi and 
a Bernese Mountain dog as personal 
pets. She expanded outward, but 
her main focus was the pure breeds. 
She offered a free family session for 
her dog clients with certain 
packages. She got a few high-
profile clients, including Stacey 
King (retired basketball star 
and sports commentator) and 
Kirk Hinrich (a Chicago Bulls 
basketball player) that really 
helped. She has also been 
flown to New York City to 
photograph the dogs, but can’t 
disclose their names because 
of NDAs. 

“What did it for me was print 
competition.” Michelle Parsley 
sent her to Keith Howe, 
M.Photog.MEI.M.Artist.Cr., who 
became her first mentor. “I can’t 
say enough good things about 
that man.” Barbara felt her work 
wasn’t good enough. For two 
years, she worked with Keith, 
who would give her feedback 
on her work. She didn’t always 
want to do it, but she listened 
to Keith’s advice upon Michelle’s 
insistence. Competition changed her 
work a lot. After competing for two 
years, she was awarded Platinum 
Photographer of the Year. She was 
so moved that she could do it with 
Parkinson’s. “I nearly started sobbing 
on stage. My girlfriend said squeeze 
your butt cheeks whenever you 
think you are going to cry, and I did. 
And it worked. It meant so much 
to me. I was there with Ben Shirk, 
M.Photog.M.Artist.Cr., and Richard 
Sturdevant, M.Photog., M.Artist, MEI, 
Cr., Hon.EA-ASP. That second year 
was when I noticed a huge difference 
in my work.” 

Print competition was a game 
changer, and she loved it. She never 
felt she was in competition with 
others, but rather only with herself. 
And she never went in wanting 
to get a Merit; she wanted a Loan 
or Image Excellence. The year she 
won the Grand Imaging Award, 
she was stunned, but everything 
came together that year. She was 
not expecting to get it, and it was 

a bittersweet time for her. Her 
marriage was in trouble, and her 
husband wasn’t there at the time, but 
that image wouldn’t have happened 
without him. She was obsessing 
about her work. That particular day, 
her husband, John, had to talk her 
into going into the studio. She had 
just found out that her Parkinson’s 
had progressed to stage three, and 
she was feeling very down about it. 
She was worried about being unable 
to get the deep brain operation. 
John offered to help, and that is what 
got her into the studio to make that 
image.

She states that creating “Send in the 
Clowns” was very painful because of 
dystonia (painful muscle spasming 
due to Parkinson’s). “When I was 
doing all that work for the last few 
years, for me to hold the pen would 
be so painful. I would still get through 
it. It would be mind over matter. That 
was a labor of love. I painted all those 
little dots, and sometimes I couldn’t 
use the Wacom, so then I painted 

with the mouse.”

“I’ve lived 22 years with 
Parkinson’s, and I’ve done 
pretty well. It’s only in the 
last couple of years that it’s 
become seriously debilitating. 
I want to be productive every 
day.” One aspect of Parkinson’s 
is the fact that, as Barbara 
describes it, “my brain cannot 
communicate with my hands 
very well, especially when I 
am working with a Wacom. I 
did buy a Wacom tablet that I 
can really draw right on.” She’s 
still having trouble getting 
it working with her new 
computer at this point, though.

She had serious reservations 
about being interviewed. ”I’m 
not a working photographer 
anymore. I don’t feel 
comfortable with this.” Barbara 

is committed to helping others with 
Parkinson’s, and that is the primary 
reason she agreed to be interviewed. 
She came to the interview with a 
wealth of information for me to pass 
along to my son. She is an active 
member of Parkinson’s groups 
where the participants do what they 
can to support each other. She has 
also raised a good deal of money 
to donate to Parkinson’s research. 
“What I did for four years was in-
person mentorships here. It was 
$1,500 for two days, and all of that 
money went straight to Parkinsons. 

NO EXCUSES: AN INTERVIEW WITH BARBARA BREITSAMETER  (cont.)

continued on page 14

continued from page 12
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I had two dozen mentorships in four 
years.”

She wishes she could still do 
photography. The week before 
the interview she tried to 
do a session for a long-time 
client, and she couldn’t even 
turn the dials on her camera. 
She struggled mightily, and 
finally had to give up on it. She 
decided at that point to sell 
her equipment and close her 
studio. She always felt that if 
she couldn’t do it for others, 
she should still do it for herself. 
“It’s been hard for me because 
creating has been part of my 
life for years. I can’t even do it for me 
anymore.

She credits her earlier physical 
activity levels with her success 
mitigating her Parkinson’s symptoms 
for as long as possible. “I used to hike 
16 miles a day and things like that. 
Now, physically, I can’t do anything.” 
She uses a walker now, but she’s 
about to go into a wheelchair. 

Following her Grand Imaging win, 
Barbara had deep brain stimulation 
to help mitigate some of the 
Parkinson’s symptoms. “I sleep a 
lot better since the deep brain 
stimulation surgery. How do you 
think I did all that work? I used to 
sleep three hours a night. That is all 

my body would let me sleep. I would 
do the artwork at night. It kept me 
company.” For Barbara, photography 
has been the breath of life. 

“None of my work is painted aside 

from “Send 
in the Clowns”. She worked hard to 
get better technically because she 
wanted to get the goods in-camera. 
All of her other work is photographic.  

“I’ve Got My Eye on You,” another 
of her award-winning images, was 
inspired by the work of Sandra 
Pearce, M.Photog.MEI.Cr., CPP. She 
loves the humor in Sandra’s work. 
The bold colors, the expressions, and 
the humor were all important to her.

One art piece that Barbara did 
was unconsciously inspired by 
an incident that happened when 
she was a child at church with her 
mother and brother. Immediately 
after church, her brother was 

making fun of Mrs. G, a woman who 
dressed a bit eccentrically and sang 
operatically during the service. Their 
mother immediately scolded him 
and advised him to never to do that. 

Her mother advised, “If more 
people praised God like Mrs. 
G. does, the world would be so 
much better.” That was the last 
time she spent with her mom. 
“I did this image with two little 
puppies in the back of the image 
retelling that story. It was one of 
the most important lessons she 
ever learned … not to make fun 
of people.”

“You don’t want to live a 
‘Groundhog Day’ life … living 

the same experiences over and over. 
My favorite trick for being creative 
is brainstorming with other people.” 
Angela Lawson, M.Photog.Cr., CPP, 
is her favorite person with whom to 
brainstorm. “Just looking at things 
and saving ideas for inspiration. 
You’ve got to have someone who is 
really open and who doesn’t judge. 
Brainstorming is where I come up 
with my best ideas.”

She, again, hails print competition as 
one of the most important ways to 
improve. “You’ve got to put the work 
in. I have people come up to me and 
complain that they didn’t do better, 
but they only spent a short time on 

NO EXCUSES: AN INTERVIEW WITH BARBARA BREITSAMETER  (cont.)
continued from page 13

continued on page 15

View Barbara’s interview, 
“Overcoming: Women’s 
Incredible Journey of 
Perseverance and Hope,” by 
Anna Mayer. (bit.ly/BB_NoExc) 

https://vimeo.com/117861517?fbclid=IwAR3wkK-RQ0EYuHe2lMO3gP50xUnk2VS-rFHDx0cy2EN2aeN8jwp9uerOMbM
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NO EXCUSES: AN INTERVIEW WITH BARBARA BREITSAMETER  (cont.)

their images. You need to put in the 
time and the work to improve. So 

many people try to copy others when 
they should really be doing their own 
things. Learning new things every 
year and perfecting your techniques 

are so important. Try new things, and 
have fun with it.”  h

continued from page 14

IN MEMORY: DUNCAN MACNAB
Duncan ‘Dunc’ Storey 
MacNab passed away 
in Spokane, Wash., on 
September 12, 2022. He 
was a proud Bozemanite. 
He graduated from 
Bozeman Senior High 
and was inducted into 
the BSHS hall of fame in 
2013. Duncan attended 
MSU where he met 
his future wife, Donna Kalberg, of 
Harlowton. They married in 1963 
and had two daughters, Dori Lin and 
Danine Rae.

Duncan owned and operated 
MacNab Studio and later F-11 

Photographic Supply. His 
passion for photography 
took him to six of the 
world’s seven continents, 
capturing thousands 
of beautiful images on 
his many cameras. He 
was active at all levels 
in the Professional 
Photographers of 
America and the Rocky 

Mountain Professional Photographer 
Association, and is well known for his 
many accomplishments and awards 
within these organizations.

Duncan was also active in 
his community. He was City 

Commissioner and later Mayor, 
Deputy Coroner, and Coroner. He 
volunteered with Gallatin County 
Search and Rescue, and was a 
member of the Elks, Eagles, and 
American Legion. He loved to travel 
and had many hobbies, including 
a love for music, scuba diving, 
woodworking, trap shooting, and 
riding his beloved Harley Davidson 
when summer finally came to the 
valley. Dunc had a quick wit and 
loved a good joke. He was a man 
of integrity, made friends wherever 
he went, and mentored countless 
people in all areas of his life. h

Duncan MacNab 
M.Photog.Cr.
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ASP TAG-ALONG: PARRY LODGE
by Doug Bennett, M.Photog.Cr., F-ASP

September 20 saw the start of the first 
ASP Tag-Along with seven members 
gathered at the famous Parry Lodge 
in Kanab, UT, which is famous for 
being a beloved destination for locals 
and travelers alike for more 
than 125 years. Situated 
in the heart of the striking 
beauty of the storied 
Southwest and listed on 
the National Register of 
Historic Places, the lodge 
was the perfect start for 
our six-day adventure into 
some beautiful, scenic, and 
remote locations.

So what exactly is a Tag-
Along? A Tag-Along Photo 
Safari in its basic concept 
is a non-instructional 
photographic outing to 
scenic locations exclusively 
for ASP members. Tag-
Alongs can vary in their 
structure and duration 
from camping excursions to 
remote scenic locations to 
trips to scenic areas where 
lodging is available. The basic idea 
is having a membership experience 
opportunity to add further value to 
ASP members.

For this trip, organized by Doug 
Bennet, M.Photog.Cr., F-ASP, and 
Laura Bennett, M.Photog.Cr., F-ASP, 
the participants included Naser 
Mojahed, Ted York, and new first-year 
ASP members Dave Soldano, Ken 
Childress, and Larry Gunn.  

BIG WATER, UT

After a fabulous breakfast at the 
Parry Lodge, we headed out to our 
first photo location at Big Water. We 
took Smoky Mountain Road that 
runs along the edge of the Grand 

Staircase National Monument, and 
found a spot nestled below the cliffs 
where we set up camp.  

While not a “named” photographic 
location, this spot provides great 

sunset and sunrise photographic 
opportunities of the rugged cliffs all 
along Smoky Mountain Road. Due to 
recent rains, we found an abundance 
of dried mud chips to provide 
interesting patterns and textures for 
foregrounds. 

After hunkering down for an 
afternoon rain, the evening light was 
fabulous, as was the next morning’s 
sunrise. Drone images here provided 
perspectives of the cliffs not 
otherwise obtainable. 

WHITE POCKET, AZ

After our morning shoot and camp 
breakfast near Big Water, we drove 
to Page, AZ, for gas and a barbecue 

lunch. We also bought extra 
barbecue to have for our evening 
meal at White Pocket.  

White Pocket is located in the Paria 
Plateau within Vermillion Cliffs 

National Monument in 
northern AZ/southern UT. 
It is a group of domes and 
ridges covering an area of 
one square mile, below a 
larger mesa lined by similar 
rocks. A “pocket” refers to a 
relatively small area of land 
markedly different from 
its surroundings. Here, like 
most of the Paria Plateau, 
are sandy plains sparsely 
covered by bushes and 
small trees. Consisting 
of many varied colors, 
the sandstone in White 
Pocket is characterized 
with swirling, thin-layered 
strata, adjacent layers of 
contrasting color, and 
curious erosive features. It’s 
a landscape photographer’s 
dream, and even more so 

this year with pools of water in which 
to compose reflections. 

Getting to White Pocket is the 
challenge as the route has a number 
of areas of deep, soft sand requiring 
high clearance 4-wheel drive vehicles. 
One benefit of the difficult access is it 
naturally restricts visitation, keeping 
White Pocket a permit-free site (for 
now anyway).

Unfortunately, many people doubt 
the requirement for high clearance 
4-wheel drive and attempt the 
journey in their all-wheel drive SUVs 
to their misfortune. 

continued on page 17

LAURA BENNETT
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Arriving at White Pocket, there is a 
sizable parking area where one can 
easily set up camp. 

From the parking 
area, it is 1,000 feet 
west to a broad, 
low relief ridge of 
white sandstone. 
To the south are a 
series of domes and 
outcrops of “brain 
rocks” – curving 
surfaces split by 
deep cracks into 
irregular polygonal 
shapes.  While only 
one square mile in 
size, all the major 
features can be seen 
in a couple of hours, 
walking between 2 and 3 miles. White 
Pocket, with its intricate landscape, is 
nothing short of a wonderland for 
any landscape photographer! 

While at White Pocket, we 
photographed both sunset and 
sunrise with both regular cameras 
and drones. 

SHIP ROCK, NM

Our next destination was Ship 
Rock in northwestern New Mexico. 
Located on Navajo Nation Land, Ship 

Rock is the remnant 
of an explosive 
volcanic eruption 
that occurred 
around 30 million 
years ago. The main 
part of the landform 
is 1,970 feet high 
and 1,640 feet in 
diameter. Ship Rock, 
known as Tse Bitai, 
or “the winged 
rock” in Navajo, is a 
volcanic neck, or the 
central feeder pipe 
of a larger volcanic 
landform, which has 
since eroded away. 

Ship Rock was probably 2,300 to 
3,300 feet below the land surface at 
the time it was formed, and has since 
gained its prominent form due to 
erosion of surrounding rocks. 

Other striking features of Ship Rock 
are the dikes, or wall-like sheets 
of lava, that radiate away from the 
central neck. These dikes would have 

been formed at some depth below 
the Earth’s surface at the time the 
Ship Rock eruption was occurring. 
Like the neck, the dikes have since 
been exposed due to differential 
weathering through time of the 
hard lava of the dikes, and the more-
easily-eroded sandstone and shale. 

The formation figures prominently in 
Navajo Indian mythology as a giant 
bird that carried the Navajo from the 
cold northlands to the Four Corners 
region. Ship Rock, when viewed from 
certain angles, resembles a large 
sitting bird with folded wings; the 
north and south summits are the 
tops of the wings. 

With these geologic features, Ship 
Rock can make for very impactful 
imagery, particularly when 
photographed with a drone. 

We didn’t camp there since it is 
Navajo Nation Land, and it was time 
for a hotel and the opportunity to 
clean up. We stayed in Farmington, 
NM, and had a wonderful meal at Si 
Senor’s.  

ASP TAG-ALONG: PARRY LODGE  (cont.)

continued on page 18

continued from page 16
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IG: shore_stephen FB:stephenshorephoto

SPOTLIGHT
New Member

By: Gail Nogle

Studio name:
StephenShore Photography, Dallas, TX

Favorite accolades:
Being presented with a BSA Silver Beaver 
Award in 2011

What excites you most about ASP?
I'm excited by the combination of being I'm excited by the combination of being 
able to interact with a range of great 
photographers on a very personal basis 
along with an expanded set of educational 
programs.

How many years have you 
worked as a professional pho-
tographer?
15 years

What type of photography do 
you specialize in?
Portraits of new Eagle Scouts

What/Who is your greatest 
inspiration?
Dr. Richard Zakia - who lectured 
and wrote extensively about the 
interaction between perception 
and imaging based upon 
Gestalt psychology

BISTI, AH-SHI-SLE-PAH 
WILDERNESS, AND VALLEY 
OF DREAMS EAST, NM

Being our last destination, we were 
really looking forward to visiting 
these areas, where you will find 
incredible rock formations that truly 
look as if you are in an alien world.  

Unfortunately, the roads in this area 
are dirt and, with recent heavy rains, 
many of the roads were impassable. 
Access was possible to Valley of 
Dreams where photos of Alien 
Throne were taken, but it was midday 
and not the optimum light. The plan 
to do boondock camping on BLM 
land at Valley of Dream East wasn’t 
possible due terrible road conditions. 
We will try this location again on the 
next Tag-Along.

THE CAMPING EXPERIENCE

Camping at the photo locations we 

visited was essential due to their 
distance from civilization (hotels and 
restaurants). More than that is the 
fun of the camping experience that 
makes the Tag-Along so memorable. 

Our camping solutions ran the 
gamut of an enclosed off-road trailer 
having a slide out kitchen to tents. 
Ted York had a very unique tent that 
fit into and attached to the bed of his 
pickup.  The Bennetts do feel a bit 
guilty on chilly nights when they are 
sleeping in their heated teardrop off-
road trailer.

Having a gas-powered electric 
generator or two among the group is 
a big plus as there are always camera 
and drone batteries to charge.  

Once the batteries are charging 
in the evening and we have had 
our evening meal, nothing is more 
enjoyable than all gathering around 
a campfire and trading stories of all 
kinds.  

Larry Gunn is the master of camping 
from his Eagle Scout days.  He has 
particular expertise with dutch oven 
cooking and making great treats.  

At our camp at White Pocket, Larry 
pulled out a metal stick for each of us 
that had a wooden dowel at the end 
roughly an inch in diameter and two 
inches long. He opened up a can of 
biscuit  dough and we each molded a 
biscuit around the dowel. We cooked 
the dough over the campfire, then 
peeled the biscuit off the dowel and 
filled it with cherry pie filling. What a 
fabulous dessert out in the middle of 
nowhere!  

In the end, we all felt this Tag-Along 
was a great success. All of us are 
ready for the next one and looking 
forward to it! 

If you have an idea for a Tag-Along and 
would like to lead one, please contact 
Toni Harryman, the ASP Tag-Along 
Coordinator.   h

continued from page 17
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ASP UPCOMING 
EVENTS FOR 2023

REMEMBER TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP!

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT ASOFP.COM

ASP at IMAGING USA January 21-24, 2023
Spend time with your fellow members!

FELLOWSHIP DEGREE
Application June 1, 2023

Personal Paper July 15, 2023
Portfolio August 15, 2023

EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATE DEGREE
Application & Fee July 1, 2023

Thesis August 15, 2023

IMAGES OF DISTINCTION
Registration Opened December 1, 2022

IoD Judging February 17, 2023
IoD Judges’ Panel Critiques February 18, 2023

ASP One-Day Workshop Judy Reinford
“Metamorphosis” Date TBD | 9:00 am CST

$109 for ASP or PPA Members | $149 for Non-Members

Weekly Educational Zoom Meetings
ASP offers Zoom meetings with speakers from all over the nation.
You don’t want to miss this amazing benefit, exclusively available to our 
ASP members!

ASP Mentor Program
This is an opportunity for members to receive invaluable mentoring.  The 
program offers ASP Members hours of free, one-on-one mentoring on the 
topic of their choice from a range of ASP photographers.

Enter Your Service Points
Remember to enter your ASP 
Service Points by November 
30th of each year to be eligible 
for the ASP Service Medal and 
Bars.

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

PLAN YOUR ASP EVENTS 
AT IMAGING USA 2023

ASP 77TH ANNUAL GALA 
ASP 85TH ANNIVERSARY 

Saturday, January 21, 2023 
Presidential D Ballroom 

Cocktails starting at 6:30 PM

ASP MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
Sunday, January 22, 2023 
8:00 AM | Canal A Room 

All ASP Members are encouraged to attend

ASP LATE NIGHT LOUNGE 
Monday, January 23, 2023 

8:00 PM | Presidential D Ballroom 
ASP Members Free | Non-Members Welcome 
Come relax & kick off your shoes after the 

PPA awards ceremony 
*Must Register Online

For a full listing of all ASP Events: 
ASofP.com/asp-at-imaging-usa

 
COME VISIT US AT  

THE ASP BOOTH 
#281 IN THE TRADESHOW

 
2023 SPOTLIGHT SPEAKERS

Sunday, January 22, 2023

1:00 2:00 Meet Thomas Mangelsen

2:00 2:20 Bryan Welsh

2:30 2:50 Ted Linczak

3:00 3:30 ASP Authors’ Book 
Signing, Part I:  
Danica Barreau, Joe 
Glyda, & Sara Frances

Monday, January 23, 2023

1:00 1:20 Kirsti Elias

1:30 1:50 Bryan Welsh

2:00 2:20 Laura Bennett

2:30 2:50 Margaret Bryant

3:00 3:30 ASP Authors’ Book 
Signing, Part II:  
Ella Carlson, Erica Lane 
Harvey, Margaret Bryant, 
& John Powers

Tuesday, January 24, 2023

1:00 1:20 Ella Carlson

1:30 1:50 Kimberly Smith

2:00 2:20 Doug Bennett
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Quality without
compromise.
Miller’s Professional Imaging has served 
professional photographers since 1964.
Our mission—then and now—is to be 
the ultimate-all-in-one lab partner for 
photographers by providing handmade, 
high-quality photo products with 
unrivaled turnaround times and 
friendly cusfriendly customer service.

MILLERSLAB.COM 
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