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This month, we have an article by 
the energizer bunny known as Kristy 
Steeves featuring Ralph Romaguera 
and entitled “Connections.” 
The article so eloquently 
highlights the best reason 
of all to be actively involved 
in our photography 
organizations, whether 
it be your guild, your 
state,  AIM, PPA, or ASP. 
It’s all about making and 
nurturing connections.

I’ve spent a fair amount of my 
life paying attention to the latest 
information about staying healthy. 
From my early 20s when we were 
planning our first child until now as 
I see my family members wrangle 
with the effects of heart disease, 
Alzheimer’s, and Parkinsons, I have 
nearly always found good reasons 
to pay attention to what doctors 
and researchers were saying about 
ways to stay healthy. We all know we 
should exercise regularly and eat lots 
of veggies, but lots of other guidelines 
seem to change daily. Should we 
drink coffee or not? Is gluten fine 
for most or something we all should 
avoid? After years of avoiding fats, are 
low fat diets now absolutely wrong 
for us? Does running hurt your knees 
or make them stronger? The shifting 
sands of nutritional and health 
information are frustratingly fickle. 

The one piece of health advice that 
seems to be consistent regardless 
of trends and new research is that 
people who have and nurture their 
connections to other people, who 
have a strong network of friends, who 
have people upon whom they can call 
for help, for advice, for coffee on a day 
when they just need to chat … people 
who have strong social connections 
are healthier and live better lives. 
And by social connections we are not 
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I’ve always had a love for 
photographing flowers, and 
then came my passion for 
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was immediately attracted to 
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to create a beautiful form and 
to give the image a sense of 
balance.  h
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talking about Facebook or Instagram. 
Real person to person connections 
are needed. Social media has its place 

but the number of “likes” 
you get on a recent post 
doesn’t help you out when 
it comes to meaningful 
social connection.

Of course, the education 
available through our 
photography organizations 
is important. I’ve learned 
so much by listening to 

the various speakers, by attending 
workshops, and by going to affiliate 
schools as well as through entering 
image competition. I’ve picked up 
super helpful Photoshop® tips from 
Bob Coates, great artistic inspiration 
from Thom Rouse and Helen Yancy, 
and terrific marketing and business 
advice from countless advisors. 
I’ve learned about the coolest 
new equipment, brilliant lighting 
techniques, and how to pose anyone 
from a single woman to a giant 
group by attending conferences and 
workshops. These are all great reasons 
to be a member of a photography 
organization, but what keeps me 
involved, even as I drift into retirement 
from studio photography, are the 
friendships I’ve made as a result of 
being active in my state and national 
organizations. My very best friends 
are nearly all friends made through 
my association with photography 
organizations. Regardless of what 
dispute there might be over the 
benefits of one diet or workout routine 
over another, there is absolutely no 
dispute about the fact that stronger 
social connections result in a better 
quality of life. Connections are the 
best health elixirs available, and our 
photography organizations are some 
of the best possible places to make 
those treasured connections. h
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CONNECTIONS
By Kristy Steeves, M.Photog.Cr., CPP

Footprints

“Our existence with a purpose is what 
makes beautiful footprints. Every day, 
we are floating somewhere, alone or 

with someone. We walk alone or with 
someone or with people around us 

who help us walk better each day … 
Someone, somewhere is always with 
you, thinking of you, dreaming of you 

or talking to you. They are in your 
minds and hearts always because they 
made their beautiful footprints in your 
life to be cherished and remembered.”

-Srishty Choudhury

Ralph Romaguera, Sr., M.Photog.
Hon.M.Photog.Cr., CPP, API,F-
ASP, considers himself blessed with 
having a great network of friends, 
but he never realized how 
important they would 
become in his life until 
a major disaster struck. 
On August 29, 2005, the 
city of New Orleans was 
devastated by the largest 
natural disaster to ever hit 
America. Hurricane Katrina 
ripped away the city’s 
music, art, restaurants, 
and people. Ralph, who 
has lived in the Pelican 
State most of his life, 
was suddenly forced to 
evacuate the area along 
with his family.

When the powerful storm 
had subsided, 80% of New Orleans 
was flooded. Hurricane Katrina was 
responsible for 1,833 fatalities and 
at least $125 billion in damage. 
Ralph and his family were among 
the victims. They had no place 
to call home nor a workplace in 
which to earn a living. Immediately, 
photographers started reaching out 
by offering prayers, jobs, and even 

their homes. “No way can anyone 
understand, feel the 
pain, or the sorrow,” 
he says, describing the 
sheer helplessness he 
experienced. Three 
months later, with the 
city still in ruins, 26 
photographers and 
friends from all over the 
United States and Canada 
came to help rebuild 
Ralph’s outdoor studio. 
He says organizations 
like PPA and WPPI sent 
money. Many vendors including Off 
the Wall Productions, Norman, and 
Kodak came to his rescue as well. 
“Many of us were on unemployment 
and food stamps, not knowing when 
or if we would be back in business,” 

he says of the horrible nightmare 
they were living.

The Data Center, a New Orleans-based 
research organization, estimated 
that the storm and subsequent 
flooding displaced more than one 
million people, leaving hundreds of 
thousands homeless. “In my travels 
since the destruction of my city, I had 

never felt so much like an outsider, 
displaced from what 
I love and remember,” 
Ralph recalls. As people 
were trying to regroup, or 
just plain survive, Ralph 
decided to organize a 
meeting. His goal: to 
figure out the needs of 
local photographers. 
During the gathering, 
he vividly remembers 
a young photographer 
speaking up in what 
Ralph calls the best quote 

of the night: “I now know why I pay 
my dues.” Ralph elaborates on the 
young photographer’s comment: 
“More than a magazine, more than 
the competitions, more than any 
convention, our friends are what we 

gain by belonging.”

Ralph has gained a lot 
of friendships over the 
years by belonging to 
professional photography 
organizations. The former 
Navy veteran came up 
through the ranks, so 
to speak, serving as a 
former president of both 
PPA (2013) and ASP 
(1998). He began his 
career at the age of 18 
working at the U.S. Naval 
School of Photography. 
Then he did a two-year 
stint as a newspaper 

photojournalist. He joined PPA in 
1970, and the next year opened his 
own studio. Looking back he says 
one of the positive changes that 
happened is that PPA members 
were not as willing to share their 
techniques and talents as they are 
today.

continued on page 6

Ralph Romaguera, Sr.  
M.Photog.Hon.M.Photog.
Cr., CPP, API,F-ASP
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The man who proudly hails from 
the Bayou State has also been 
an integral part of ASP’s history. 
Ralph says earning his Master of 
Photography degree so that he could 
be a part of the American Society 
of Photographers was “the thing to 
do; a way to go up to the next level.” 
Ralph has been a member of ASP 
since 1982; an organization he calls 
a sharing place. “It’s important in our 
profession that we continue to learn. 
To this day I want to learn more and 
more and more. You have to learn 
something new every day. My mama 
said that if you learn something new 
everyday, you’ll be really smart by 
100.”

When asked how ASP has changed 
since his presidency, Ralph 
responded, “I don’t think ASP has 
changed, and I don’t think ASP needs 
to change. ASP is the next level. If you 
are a person who is not satisfied with 
the status quo, you have to go to the 
next level. Just like you do in your 
business every day.” Ralph continues 
to expound upon that thought: 
“What PPA mem- bers often don’t 
realize is that if you have a bunch of 
medals or awards around your neck, 
that doesn’t mean stay away. It really 
means that you are welcome to come 
talk to me and ask me questions. You 
are approachable and want to be 
approached. Sometimes they may 
feel intimidated.”

When asked how he would describe 
his experience with ASP, and what 
he would tell people about the 
organization, Ralph answered: “I 
think you have to constantly grow, 
no matter how old you are. It’s fun 
to grow. It’s important to grow. If 
you want success, you have to grow. 
You have to make progress, growth, 
and most importantly change. 
It’s important to get that Master’s 
degree. It’s important to get that 
Craftsman degree.”

Ralph earned his ASP Fellowship 
Degree in 2007. He says two people 
encouraged him to do it: Buddy 
Stewart and Helen Yancy, M.Photog.
Hon.M.Photog.MEI.M.Artist.Cr., CPP, 
API, A-ASP, F-ASP. He describes the 
Fellowship as something that may 
seem unattainable to some people, 
but if they are determined, they 
can get it. “The greatest moment 
of my life is when Buddy Stewart 
called me … and back in those days, 
Buddy only called the people who 
didn’t get it. I remember having my 
little grandson in my lap, and I said, 
‘Buddy, it’s okay that I didn’t get 
it. I’ll try again.’” Ralph says Buddy 
then handed the phone over to the 
Fellowship Chair, Bob Goulding, who 
was “practically crying” because he 
was so excited to tell him the news: 
Ralph had earned the prestigious 
Fellowship degree. Ralph says Buddy 
wanted to be the one to call his good 
friend because they had shared so 
much “when we were kiddos in the 

business”. Both Buddy and Bob had 
become important people in Ralph’s 
life, especially in their later years 
when both men were there for Ralph 
when he needed help.

Ralph is a firm believer in the 
importance of making connections 
with other photographers, not just 
locally, but nationally. Imaging USA 
and the ASP Gala are two of his 
favorite events. “Conventions are 
great to attend! You really want to be 
there, even when it means going to 
Wash- ington, D.C., in the snow. The 
ASP Banquet was fun, and people 
enjoyed it. Even the banquet chicken 
was good.”

Buddy Stewart, an accomplished 
photographer from Mississippi, was 
one of Ralph’s biggest influences. He 
describes his friend as a jokester who 
sounded just like the1960s fictional 
TV character Gomer Pyle who talked 
with a thick southern accent. “One of 
the funniest Buddy Stewart stories 
for me: I was going hunting with 
some Italian gentlemen. I called 
Buddy and asked him if I could 
borrow his 300mm Hasselblad lens, 
and he said ‘Sure!’ Back then, those 
things were very expensive. I get 
the lens. I said, ‘Buddy, I received the 
lens’. I asked if there was anything 
special I needed to know about the 
300mm lens for the Hasselblad. He 
said ‘yes, you put it on the camera, 
you look through the viewfinder, and 

CONNECTIONS  (cont.)

continued from page 5 

continued on page 7
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if you like it, shoot it!’ I go, Buddy, you 
got your Masters, and you went to 
the Brooks Institute of Photography, 
and you’re going to tell me if you like 
it you shoot it? And he said ‘Yes!’” 
Ralph laughs. “Buddy was just a 
good guy and a very sharing guy.”

As far as accomplishments go, 
Ralph says getting his Fellowship 
is No. 1 on the list. “The only other 
award I would even put close to 
the ASP Fellowship is the United 
Nations Leadership Award. I’m 
not sure if they even give that 
anymore. Only four or five people 
in the world got that award each 
year.” Ralph received that award in 
2012 at a banquet at the United 
Nations. The highly decorated 
photographer says the man who 
had a big influence on his work 
and his Fellowship portfolio was 
Arnold Newman. “He shot a lot 
of wide angle executive portraits. 
The idea was to walk in there, get 
the exposure, and get out. He 
shot most in 10 minutes or less. 
That only comes with experience 
and learning.” As a result, Ralph’s 
Fellowship portfolio, which 
consisted of profiling important 
people in New Orleans, was done 
in a similar fashion. He calls it his 
“10-Minute Rule”. Get in, get your 
shots, and get out. Ten minutes. Ten 
images. To Ralph’s delight, his hero 
ended up attending one of ASP’s 
banquets to receive the International 
Award. “I was the one who brought 
Arnold Newman around. I would 
have never had that honor without 
my association with ASP.”

Ralph Romaguera, Sr., has had a 
long and illustrious career, that’s 
for sure, and ASP has bene- fited 
from his service to our organization. 
Interestingly, what began as a 
negative for Ralph in this industry 
ultimately turned into a positive 

experience. “Being in this profession 
now … it makes me happy. Happy is 
important. Happy is a great place to 
be. Having worked at the newspaper 
as a much younger person, all they 
wanted was the negativity, even the 

people I worked with. They were 
almost biting at each other to get the 
assignments. Being in this profession 
now, with all the nice people who 
are willing to help … it’s great. It’s a 
happy place.”

Connections – that’s what it’s all 
about. People like Ralph, and all 
of ASP’s members, make up the 
collective history of this organization. 
We come together, share, learn, forge 
friendships, and help each other 
through the good times and the bad 
times. Each of us has the opportunity 
to leave lasting footprints on the life 
of another, just like so many have 
done for Ralph, and what Ralph 

has done for others. When those 
connections are made, as our former 
ASP president has stated, it comes 
down to four simple words: “It’s a 
happy place.”

Romaguera began his photographic 
career at the age of 18 in the U.S. 
Naval Reserve. Following active 
duty at the Naval Photo School, 
he worked with United Press In- 
ternational and later became a 
full time photojournalist. In 1971, 
he opened his first por- trait 
studio in New Orleans. His images 
have been accepted into the 
PPA General, Loan, and Masters 
Loan Exhibits, and he is a 10-time 
winner of the Kodak Gallery Award. 
Romaguera has been honored 
numerous times with Master of 
the Year for the state of Louisiana. 
Romaguera has served on the 
Wedding Group, as chairman of 
the Photographic Exhibitions 
Committee, on the International 
Committee, and as vice chairman 
of the Convention Committee for 
the Professional Photographers 
of America. Romaguera has been 
honored with the National Award 
and the International Award 
from PPA and the ASP Service 
Award. Ralph received the Emile 
Navarre Lifetime Achievement 

Award for his long dedication to 
the profession and activities he 
handled for New Orleans area 
photographers following the Katrina 
disaster. Romaguera served as the 
PPA president as well as the ASP 
president, and has received many 
awards from his local organizations. 
He has also been a platform 
speaker, an approved judge, and an 
international lecturer. Romaguera 
was chosen to represent portrait 
photographers on the NBC Today 
Show in a series celebrating 150 
Years of Professional Photography. 
h

CONNECTIONS  (cont.)

continued from page 6 
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SPOTLIGHT ON RANDY PETERSON
By Lori McCoy, M. Photog.Cr., CPP

“Change” is a word that evokes a wide 
spectrum of emotions, depending 
on the person hearing it. For some, 
change is exciting, even invigorating, 
as they rise to the challenge of 
looking at the same problem in 
a new way. For others, change is 
viewed as a threat to the status quo 
of their perceived power balance 
or authority. For many, change can 
even be emotionally crippling or 
terrifying, representing the loss of 
the known and the comfortable.

As ASP members, we have seen many 
changes over the past few years, as 
the board has worked hard to bring 
great value in increased member 
benefits. It has been good to see 
innovation and a break from doing 
things a certain way, just because we 
think “that is the way it has always 
been done”. However, by going back 
through ASP’s history and talking to 
former leaders, it is easy to see that 
many people over the years have had 
their hand in shaping ASP into the 
organization as we know it today.

Randy Peterson, M.Photog.MEI.
Cr., CPP, is one of those game-
changers. He served on the ASP 
Board of Directors from 1991-
2001, culminating in his term as 
ASP President in 2001. He began 
his photography career in 1972, 
opening his studio, Countryside 
Photographers, in Seymour, WI, just 
west of Green Bay. Photographing 
mostly seniors and families, he joined 
PPA in 1973, and began entering 
print competitions. Even though 
his studio was located in a small 
town of about 2,400, there were 
already a few well-established senior 
photographers he had to compete 
against for business. He realized 
very quickly he was in a sink or swim 
situation if he wanted his studio to 

succeed. Thankfully, through PPA, 
he befriended some very successful 
senior photographers, 
Michael Taylor, M.Photog.
Hon.M.Photog.Cr., API, 
F-ASP, and Tim Mathiesen, 
M.Photog.Cr., A-ASP,F-ASP. 
Taylor and Matthieson 
helped him develop 
his photography and 
marketing skills, unafraid 
to share information and 
mentor because they 
were in California and not 
in competition with him. 
Without PPA, he never would have 
had opportunities like this to make 
great life-long friends willing to help 
him grow his knowledge and his 
business.

Randy earned his Master of 
Photography degree in 1986, and 
immediately joined ASP. Living in a 
small town, he felt photographically 
isolated, and thrived on the 
networking, education, and stiff 
competition he experienced through 
PPA and ASP. He began mentoring 
others, including a young high 
school assistant he hired to work at 
his studio, Carl Caylor, M.Photog.Cr., 
CPP, F-ASP!

After attending the PPA judges’ 
workshop, Randy became an 
affiliate juror and began traveling 
and teaching around the country. 
He attended the PPA annual 
conventions, and his circle of 
colleagues and friends continued to 
widen. In 1991, the ASP president 
was Verna Madigan-Willett, from 
Madison, WI. Impressed by Randy’s 
hard work with the Wisconsin state 
affiliate, Verna asked him if she could 
submit his name to be on the ASP 
Board of Directors. At that time, 
all ASP appointments, activities, 

elections, and meetings were 
conducted in person during the PPA 

annual convention. 

Randy was elected to 
the Board, and was 
immediately appointed 
to chair the Associate 
Degree Committee (now 
the Educational Associate 
Degree). Randy went 
through the rules, and 
found that, basically, you 
just had to write and 
publish a book in order to 

get the Associate Degree! He began 
working on requirements for the 
degree that would ensure recipients 
were well-established mentors, 
educators, and industry leaders. 

Along the way, he helped start 
the Mentor Program in 1995, and 
chaired the Membership Committee. 
Randy often jokes that “back then”, 
he thought the “S” in ASP stood 
for “Secret”. Business was quietly 
conducted behind closed doors, 
and the general membership 
was not aware of decisions being 
made or directions being taken. 
He implemented many changes 
that strengthened the organization 
for the benefit of all the members, 
not just the Board of Directors. 
These changes included mailing 
out a recurring newsletter to all 
of the members, which had never 
been done before; explaining what 
issues were going to be voted on 
in upcoming board meetings and 
elections; and allowing all members 
to vote, even by mail, instead of 
only allowing votes from members 
who attended meetings in person. 
He helped to create ASP apparel 
and gear so members could show 

Randy Peterson  
M.Photog.MEI.Cr., CPP

continued on page 9
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their pride, and implemented a new 
event that has grown to become the 
prestigious ASP Annual Gala!

He joined the Executive Board and 
was elected as president for 2001. It 
was exciting to be the first president 
of a new century, and he worked 
hard on the remaining issues he 
felt needed to be resolved. Randy 
worked with the Executive Director 
and a few key board members, 
rewriting the constitution and bylaws 
and making sweeping changes 
that implemented term limits for 
officers and committee chairs. Many 
members of the Board of Directors 
were resistant to the proposed 
changes, but Randy diligently 
communicated and campaigned 
directly with the membership to 
ensure the new rules passed and 
were adopted.

One of the biggest changes that 
occurred during Randy’s tenure as 

ASP President was 
the inception of the 
annual ASP Gala. 
Back in 1991, Randy 
wanted to hold a 
“president’s party”, 
open to all ASP 
members, during 
the PPA convention 
in Chicago. This had 
never been done 
before. They rented 
out a hotel suite 
(so they would not 
have to deal with 
liquor licenses and bartenders!) and 
brought in truckloads of liquor. It 
took 10 bellhops with carts to deliver 
everything up to the hospitality 
suite. Since several board members 
were from Wisconsin and the annual 
meeting was in Chicago, the Packers 
vs. Bears rivalry was the theme! 
They decorated with Cheesehead 
centerpieces on the tables, and 
served brats, cheese curds, and, of 
course, beer. The party was a huge 
success other than a few complaints 

about the noise from 
other hotel patrons! 
The members 
that attended had 
a great time of 
social interaction 
and networking. 
From this raucous 
and very unlikely 
beginning, the 
president’s party 
has been refined 
and crafted into the 
Annual ASP Gala 
that we know today!

Randy remains a member of ASP, 
and has continued to champion the 
organization. He runs his portrait 
studio, Countryside Photographers, 
along with long-time employee 
Steve Kemp.  Randy is a co-historian 
for ASP, and maintains a large archive 
of ASP historical memorabilia. He 
plans on attending Imaging USA in 
January. If you happen to see him 
there, say hello and thank him for his 
service to ASP! h

SPOTLIGHT ON RANDY PETERSON  (cont.)

continued from page 8 

continued on page 16Introducing the ASP Photographic Artistry Medallion!

We’re delighted to announce the arrival of the newest member of the ASP family...
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ASP’s special guest and the 
exceptional talent who will be 
receiving the 2023 International 
Award at the ASP Gala in January 
will be the renowned nature 
photographer Thomas D. Mangelsen. 
He has traveled throughout the 
natural world for nearly 40 years, 
observing and photographing the 
earth’s last great wild places.

Mangelsen is a critically acclaimed 
photographer whose honors 
include being named Conservation 
Photographer of the Year by Nature’s 

Best Photography 
magazine, BBC’s Wildlife 
Photographer of the 
Year, Outstanding Nature 
Photographer of the Year 
by North American Nature 
Photography Association, 
one of the 100 Most 
Important People in 
Photography by American 
Photo magazine, and 
one of the 40 Most 
Influential Nature Photographers by 
Outdoor Photography magazine.

Mangelsen’s award-
winning limited-edition 
prints have been 
exhibited in major 
museums including the 
Smithsonian’s National 
Museum of Natural 
History and collected 
by thousands around 
the world through his 
MANGELSEN® Images 
of Nature Galleries. You 

can see more of his work at www.
mangelsen.com. h

THOMAS D. MANGELSEN

Thomas D. Mangelsen



(661) 775-3575  ASofP.com  11Volume 3

ASP BOARD NOMINATIONS: 2023-2024

Chairman of the Board
Ella Carlson, M.Photog.M.Art-

ist.Cr.CPP. F-ASP, EA-ASP

Ella Putney Carlson has a Master 
of Fine Arts degree from the New 
Hampshire Institute of Art and 
has been teaching photographic 
imaging at the University of 
Massachusetts since 1999. She has 
also taught many workshops and 
classes on Photoshop, Corel Painter, 
and creativity for many PPA affiliates. 
She is an approved PPA juror and 
has served on several boards. She 
won the Grand Imaging Award from 
the Professional Photographers of 
America in January 2019 for her 
album “Most Wanted” and the 2020 
GIA in the Illustrative/Commercial 
Category.  Her book “Fine Art 
Photoshop” was published in May 
of 2017, and she is currently under 
contract to write a new textbook on 
Photoshop in addition to her duties 
as the ASP President and Magazine 
editor.

• • • • • 

President 
Karen Nakamura,  

M.Photog.M.Artist.Cr.

Karen has been volunteering for 
photographic organizations since 
2005 when she joined the board at 
Professional Photographers of Los 
Angeles County, serving in positions 
up to 1st Vice President. She has 
received the President’s Award 
for Professional Photographers 
of California in 2014, 2015, and 
2017, given to individuals who 
have contributed unselfishly to 
the advancement of professional 
photography and the advancement 
of the PPC. She has also volunteered 
in multiple positions for West Coast 
School. She designed the West Coast 
School logo and had the honor of 
designing the medallion for the 
California Master’s Degree and PPC 
Hall of Fame. Karen earned the PPC 
Service Award and earned service 
bars in 2014, 2015, and 2017. In 2016, 
Karen was awarded the Barry Evans 
– Elmer Kingham Award which is 
given for “Outstanding Service to the 
Profession,” and the Carlos Lozano 
Mentor of the Year Award, which was 
given to her in recognition for sharing 
her knowledge and experience to 
help other photographers. Karen has 
received two PPA National Awards 
for meritorious contributions to 
professional photograph. Karen has 
served on the American Society of 

Photographers board since 2018 and 
has also served on the PPA Council.

• • • • • 

President Elect
John Herrel, 

M.Photo.Cr., CPP

While John’s photography career 
began in 2007, he began traveling 
the world in 2019.  His artistic journey 
continues to develop through 
exploration, image competition, 
education, and involvement in 
communities of talented artists. In 
addition to being a governor for the 
American Society of Photographers, 
John serves ASP on many 
committees. He is a PPA Councilor 
for the Professional Photographers 
of South Carolina, as well as the 
PPSC treasurer, photographic 
competition chairman, and director 
of educational workshops.  He is also 
a member of the North American 
Nature Photography Association 
(NANPA) and the Carolina Nature 
Photographers Association (CNPA).

John has received the PPA 
Elite Member, South Carolina 
Photographer of the Year, ASP 
State Elite Award, Silver Medalist 
– International Photographic 
Competition, North American 
Nature Photographers – Top 250, 
PPA President’s Award from the 
Professional Photographers of South 
Carolina, and is a PPSC Fellow.

continued on page 12

ASP is always looking for great 
volunteers. There are so many 
way to serve and enjoy being part 
of the ASP community. If you are 
interested in volunteering, contact 
any board member and we’ll find a 
place for your talents.
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• • • • • 

Vice President
John Powers,  

M.Photog., CPP

John retired from the U.S. Army with 
the rank of Colonel after a career of 
38 years. He lived in Japan for six 
years, where he developed his area 
of expertise in travel photography, 
specifically southeast Asia.  He used 
Tokyo as his base of operations to 
photograph throughout the region, 
including  India, Myanmar (Burma), 
the Philippines, China, Hong Kong, 
Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos, and, of 
course, Japan.  Four years ago, John 
returned to live in the U.S., but still 
travels throughout Asia, honing his 
travel photography so that he can 
continue to teach its disciplines 
within the photographic community 
around the country.   John has 
served as 1st Vice President of the 
Professional Photographers of Los 
Angeles County for the past two 
years.  He is also privileged to have 
served as a governor the past two 
years on the board for ASP with 
special note of rebuilding the ASP 
State Representative Program from 
the ground up and turning it into a 
vibrant nation-wide network.  

• • • • • 

Secretary / Treasurer
Aileen Harding,  

M.Photog.Cr., CPP

Aileen Harding opened her Portrait 
Studio in 2005, which she ran from 
2005 to 2017, closing the studio 
after her husband retired.Aileen is 
Past President of the Professional 
Photographers Guild of Houston 
She helped develop their Workshop 
Series program, a unique opportunity 
for members to hone their teaching 
skills, earn a speaking merit, and 
also foster fellowship and education 
in small group settings. Aileen is 
a Fellow of both PPGH as well as 
TPPA. She has served as Governor 
on the ASP board, coordinating the 
weekly Zoom Programming and 
email contacts.  She also serves 
on the Board of the Art League of 
Baytown  and is a member of the 
Houston Pixels + Silver group. Aileen 
believes in continuing education and 
has taught workshops on subjects 
as varied as “Sales in Proselect”, 
“High School Seniors-Shooting 
for the Sale”, “Hi Key and Low Key 
Lighting”, Cell Phone Imagery” and 
“Bird Photography 101”.  She has also 
led guided bird photography field 
trips for TPPA as part of the “Texas 
Ten”. Aileen’s work has been both 
published on the cover and featured 
in The Photographer magazine ,and 
her images have appeared in the 
Professional Photographer magazine 
as well. She received her PPA Imaging 
Excellence Medal in 2019.  Aileen has 

been juried into multiple art shows 
and was a featured artist in the 2020 
Biannual FotoFest participating 
show, “Imagery: Double Take”.

• • • • • 

Governor
Kristy Steeves,  

M.Photog.Cr., CPP

Kristy worked as a television 
news reporter for 25 years before 
switching careers to become a 
professional photographer. She is 
actively involved in the photography 
industry serving as an approved PPA 
juror and elected council member. 
She is currently on the ASP Board 
of Governors, and she previously 
held positions as president and 
vice president of Professional 
Photographers of Northeast Ohio. 
She also served as an elected 
member of the PPA Nominating 
Committee. Kristy has won various 
awards including four television 
Emmy awards, PPA Diamond 
Photographer of the Year, and has 
received the Imaging Excellence 
medallion.  She currently holds the 
title of Ohio Photographer of the 
Year and PPNEO Photographer of the 
Year. Kristy received the Northeast 
District Grand Imaging Award for the 
Children Portrait Category, and is a 
two-time finalist for the IPC Grand 
Imaging Award with 2nd place in 
the Non-Event Album Photographic 
Open category. Her storytelling 

ASP BOARD NOMINATIONS: 2023-2024 (cont.)

continued from page 11 

continued on page 13
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album was titled “Trading Places,” 
a project that took more than two 
years to complete. 40 photographers 
from 11 states participated in the 
project with each of them donning 
costumes to portray characters of 
themselves. She loves traveling, 
writing magazine articles (and a novel 
she’s working on), aquatic sports like 
scuba diving and snorkeling, being 
the class clown, and most of all, 
meeting people and making lasting 
friendships. She is also the illustrator 
of a newly published children’s book, 
“Oreo and Milo,” about a unique 
friendship between a dog and horse.

• • • • • 

Governor
Sharon Lobel, M.Photog.Cr.

Sharon Lobel, M.Photog.Cr. is a 
National and State accredited Master 
Photographer and Photographic 
Craftsman. She is a self-taught 
landscape, nature, wildlife, ocean, 
and surf photographer. She is also a 
travel excursion photo leader, having 
traveled extensively around the 
world. She serves as an ASP Governor, 
Gala co-chair and the Service Awards 
chair. She was an International Silver 
Medalist in 2013 and 2016, and an 
International Bronze Medalist in 
2021.  She has several images in the 
Loan and Showcase collection books. 
For Professional Photographers of 
California, she served as the West 

Coast School Secretary, PPC State 
Secretary and Image Competition 
Critique Chair.  Sharon has several 
state award-winning images with 
PPC, and was named the 2016 
PPC Animal Photographer of the 
Year.  Sharon received her Service 
award (S-PPC) early on with PPC, 
and she received her PPC Master 
of Photography Degree in 2017.  In 
January of 2019, Sharon received 
the most prestigious award that PPC 
can bestow upon an individual, the 
Evans-Kingham Award for her service 
to the photographic community. 
Sharon is a past President of PPLAC 
(Professional Photographers of Los 
Angeles County) and has served 
as 1st Vice President, Secretary, 
Treasurer, and Parliamentarian. She 
is also a multiple award winner with 
PPLAC. Sharon makes her home in 
Nevada.

• • • • • 

Governor
Bruce Bonnett,  

M.Photog.

Bruce Bonnett is an award-winning 
nature and landscape photographer 
in Redlands, CA, who has been 
interested in photography since high 
school.  He began a semi-professional 
photographic career in college, 
focusing on group and portrait 
photography. He also taught classes 
on the physics of photography 
and worked in the university’s 
graphics arts lab.  He holds a Master 

of Photography degree from the 
Professional Photographers of 
America.  Also a member of the 
Professional Photographers of 
California, he was named one of the 
Top Ten Photographers in 2015, 2016, 
2020, and 2021. In 2018 and 2022, he 
was the Nature Photographer of the 
Year.  A past president of the Inland 
Empire Professional Photographers 
and Videographers, he has been 
awarded Nature or Illustrative 
Photographer of the Year for the last 
nine years. In 2015, he was honored 
as their Photographer of the Year. 
Bruce has served as a Governor 
and Parliamentarian on the ASP 
board since 2020. Bruce is also a 
retired Air Force officer and systems 
engineer who worked on multiple 
aerospace programs. Upon retiring, 
he served in information technology 
management for two major Southern 
California hospitals.

• • • • • 

Governor
Chris Wooley, M.Photog.Cr.

Chris Wooley is a photographer 
and educator with a retail portrait 
studio in Spokane, WA, where he 
specializes in Vintage Inspired 
Portraits and Commercial Business 
Portraits. He holds the Master of 
Photography and Photographic 
Craftsman degrees and Certified 
Professional Photographer status 
from Professional Photographers 

continued from page 12

continued on page 14



14  American Society of Photographers Magazine Audumn 2022

ASP BOARD NOMINATIONS: 2023-2024 (cont.)

of America, where he also serves 
as a counselor, advocating for 
photographer rights. He is a past-
President of the Professional 
Photographers of Washington. Chris 
has won numerous print awards, 
including multiple Fuji Masterpieces, 
ACI’s Image Excellence, and 
various state “best of” awards. He 
is a recipient of the prestigious PPA 
National Award for his contributions 
to the photographic industry. Chris 
helps photographers learn and 
hone their craft by presenting at 
workshops, conferences, and meet-
ups across the U.S.

• • • • • 

Governor
Toni Harryman, M.Photog.Cr., 

CPP

Toni has owned and operated 
Johnson Photography since 1982. 
She also holds the distinguished 
Fellow of Photography degree from 
the Professional Photographers of 
Iowa for her service and was awarded 
the National Service Award from PPA 
for Iowa.

She has served on the PPI Board of 
Directors for 13 years and is a Past 
President. She also served on her 
town Chamber of Commerce and 
was Chamber President. Additionally, 
she has also held volunteer positions  
with Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, Jaycees, 

and church groups. Toni was a 
Diamond Photographer of the Year 
in 2020 and 2021, and is a past GIA 
nominee. Toni has taught and been 
on jury panels in more than 18 states 
and loves to share her passion for the 
“Art and Emotion in Photography,”  
“Print Competition 101,” and “Inspired 
Creativity” with fellow artists. She 
feels truly blessed to get to know so 
many inspiring and caring people in 
our industry through her travels. She 
and artists Dana Rose and Jim Pierce 
have formed TriCreate, an online 
Patreon channel and Facebook 
group.

• • • • • 

Governor
Fujiko Yamamoto, M.Photog., 

CPP
Fujiko Yamamoto is a recognized 
bilingual portrait photographer 
based in Dallas, TX. She has a 
background in marketing and a dual 
certification in graphic and web 
design. In 2014, Fujiko discovered 
her love for photography when 
she joined her local PPA guild. 
Inspired and supported by fellow 
photographers, Fujiko earned her 
CPP in 2016 and her Master of 
Photography in 2020. 

Fujiko joined the Dallas PPA Board 
of Directors in 2016. In 2019, Fujiko 
was elected as the first Hispanic 
president of DPPA. As president, 
her achievements included the 

implementation of a welcoming 
committee, new member orientation 
session, new award system for 
image competition, Fellowship 
Plus for service points, and began 
sponsor recognition awards. As 
past-president, she enjoys actively 
supporting and competing with her 
local guild.  

In 2021, Fujiko joined ASP, and 
she is currently the chair of the 
Graphic Design committee. Some 
of her contributions have included: 
redesigning the ASP logo, serving 
as the AV chair at Imaging USA, and 
acting as the chair of the design 
committee. In 2022, she became the 
ASP State Representative for Texas. 
Fujiko appreciates the opportunity 
and the honor of being nominated 
to be part of the 2023 ASP Board 
of Directors. She looks forward to 
continuing to support ASP and the 
photography community in many 
ways.

• • • • • 

Executive Director
Mel Carll, M.Photog.

Mel is a Santa Clarita Valley-based 
photographer and instructor. Mel 
also shoots for Inside SCV Magazine 
and the City of Santa Clarita. Mel has 
images exhibited in the Allensworth 
Exhibit at the California African 
American Museum in Los Angeles, 

continued from page 13

continued on page 15
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in the Santa Clarita City Hall, and in 
the Canyon Country Library. He is on 
the Board of Directors for the Santa 
Clarita Photographers Association, 
Professional Photographers of Los 
Angeles County, and is involved 

with the City of Santa Clarita’s 661 
Arts Association, and whose goal is 
to bring art to the community. Mel’s 
awards include Best of Show in the 
2010 PPLAC print competition and 
2010 Image of the Year for PPLAC, 
and he has also won awards from the 
Santa Clarita Valley Photographers 

Association print competitions since 
May 2008. Mel is excited to bring 
the SCV Center for Photography 
studio to the community, allowing 
photographers of all levels to 
advance their goals, knowledge, and 
joy of photography. h

continued from page 14

We have ASP State Representatives clear across the entire United States now!

But we are still in need of a few more State Reps for the following states:

Alaska, Arizona, Delaware, Kansas,  Mississippi,  
Rhode Island, and South Dakota

If you are interested in knowing what is involved to be an ASP 
State Representative, please contact John Powers at the following 

email:

johnepowers@hotmail.com
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ASP GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
On Thursday, December 1, at 1 
p.m. Central Time, a special General 
Membership Meeting will be 
held prior to the normal weekly 
presentation, the purpose of which 
is to vote on a proposed change to 
the ASP Bylaws in compliance to the 
ASP Constitution. If you have any 
comments on the proposed change, 
please send them to info@asofp.
com.

The ASP Board recommends 
approval of the following change: 

Recommended change to the ASP 
Bylaws (in bold italic):

ARTICLE II. NOMINATION AND 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS

SECTION I. Nominations 

B.   Publication. The individuals in 
the proposed slate for Officers and 
Governors shall provide, in a timely 
manner, a picture of themselves 
and biographies so that the pictures 
and biographies may be published 
once in the association’s magazine 
or twice electronically a minimum of 
thirty (30) days prior to the election. 

 Existing Wording:

ARTICLE II. NOMINATION AND 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS

SECTION I. Nominations 

B.    Publication. The Board of 
Governors shall meet at such a 
time so as their proposed slate for 
Officers and Governors (picture and 
biography) may be published once 
in the association’s magazine or 
twice electronically a minimum of 
thirty (30) days prior to the election. 

Rationale:

Removes the requirement for a 
physical meeting of the individuals 
on the proposed slate of Officers 
and Governors to get pictures and 
biographies.  h

UPCOMING ZOOM DATES

September 29 • 12-1 p.m.
Tony Corbell

The Power of Self Assignments

October 6 • 12-1 p.m.
Lisa Cuchara

Wabi Sabi

October 13 • 12-1 p.m.
Greg Daniel

Embellishing your canvas with 
Mixed Media

October 20 • 12-1 p.m.
Carl Caylor

For Guest or Competition … 
Tips for Custom Image Making

October 27 • 6-7 p.m.
Jason Ulsrud

Creative Portraits With a Twist

November 17 • 12-1 p.m.
Mandy Corbell

Retouching for Real

Times are in CST
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ASP  
77th Annual 

Gala
CELEBRATING 85 YEARS!

Saturday
January 21, 2023

Gaylord Opryland Resort 
and Convention Center

NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE

ASP HEART & SOUL PROJECT
 
by Toni Harryman, M.Photog.M.Artist.Cr., CPP

The ASP Heart & Soul Project was 
established to highlight those ASP 

members who volunteer 
outside of our 
photographic 

organizations. We 
wish to recognize and 
honor their contributions.

Michael Scalf, M.Photog.Cr., 
CPP, API, has served as a volunteer 
member of the city council for 10 
consecutive years in Blanchard, 
Oklahoma,  population of 10,000. 
Michael is currently 
the Vice-Mayor, 
and has also served 
as councilman and 
Mayor. Just over 
four years ago, the 
city decided to 
build a Veteran’s 
Memorial Park. The 
city approached 
the state to acquire 
some excess property in town to 
build the memorial, but the state 
turned it down. After a new governor 
was elected in November of 2019, 
Michael went after the land again 
on his own without getting the 

council involved. Within six months, 
he was able to secure the land 

from the state. Then 
Michael’s associates 
asked him to 

be the chairman 
of the Veteran’s 

Memorial Committee. 
The committee and architect 

designed a new iconic memorial and 
estimated the cost of construction to 
be $268,000. The project had to be 
privately funded since no tax dollars 

could be spent. 
Since May of 2020, 
Michael has been 
able to raise over 
$200,000 to build 
the memorial. The 
Veteran’s Memorial 
Park construction 
began in the 
spring of 2022. 
You can go to 
Michael’s personal 

councilman website, www.
michaelscalf.com, for more 
information, photos, and details 
about this project. Also check out the 
Facebook page, “Veterans Memorial 
Park - Blanchard, OK”. h

Join ASP for a photographic tour of Ohio, and a guided tour of the 
Motts Military Museum. Go to the asofp.com website for full details. 

Space is limited!

October 21-26, 2022
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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT: 
ANDREW BOWEN, M.PHOTOG., CPP
 
by Stephanie Millner, M.Photog.M.Artist.Cr., CPP

“Be yourself.” That’s the mantra that 
has propelled ASP member Andrew 
Bowen, M.Photog., CPP, to succeed 
in the highly specialized genre of 
dance photography. Hailing from 
Greensboro, N.C., Bowen has been 
practicing photography as a hobby 
for more than four decades, but only 
began his professional career 12 
years ago. He mainly photographs 
seniors, and recalls one pivotal 
session that changed the course of 
his career. In addition to the usual 
senior portraits, “she was requesting 
dancing shots… and I thought ‘sure, 
that will be the easiest part of all this.”  
He soon learned that artistic dance 
photography required so much 
more.

While those first images were 
good, Andrew saw the potential for 
creating something truly magical. 
At that point, he flung himself 
wholeheartedly into the fine-art 
dance photography genre. He began 
a two-year intensive mentorship, 
and then enrolled in a prestigious 
NYC workshop with acclaimed 
dance photographer, Rachel Neville. 

He even took dance 
classes himself to better 
understand posing, form, 
balance, and the unique 
rigors endured by his 
subjects. “The more I 
listened to my dancers’ 
experiences, [the more I] 
felt my time and talents 
needed to be focused on 
their needs,” he says.

Bowen’s photography 
is influenced by the 
voices of dancers rather than 
specific photographers. While his 
training and mentors have certainly 
impacted his work, his inspiration is 
found in the stories his dancers bring 
to the studio. In a world traditionally 
dominated by male voices, Bowen 
feels a particular responsibility to 
listen to his artists’ goals first. 

Andrew fully niched down to a solely 
dance-focused studio in 2020. Since 
that time, he has won a number of 
prestigious awards and accolades. He 
considers his greatest achievement, 
however,  to be the empowerment 

his subjects get from 
their experiences being 
photographed. “Not just 
body image issues, [but] 
all those emotions we 
went through as adults 
… of imposter syndrome 
and self doubt, they are 
dealing with as tweens 
and teens. So when a 
dancer tells me that she 
feels … more confident 
about herself because of 

the work I did … what more could I 
hope to achieve?”

___

Andrew lives in Greensboro, N.C., 
with Andrea, his wife of 29 years. His 
daughter, Mychaella, resides in the 
Washington, D.C., area. Outside of 
photography, he enjoys nighttime 
TV binges, crossword puzzles, 
good ice cream, board games, and 
contemplating the meaning of life.

To see more work, visit Andrew’s 
website at abowenstudios.com 
or follow him on Instagram: 
 @abowen studios  h

Comments, Suggestions, Contributions?  Please email our NEW Magazine Account: ASofPMagazine@gmail.com

Andrew Bowen  
M.Photog, CPP

Member Spotlight
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