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The word Society is defined as “a 
body of human beings generally 
associated with or viewed a members 
of a community.” While 
I am very proud of all 
American Society of 
Photographers has 
done lately to add value 
to our members, the 
bottom line is that we 
are in this together. The 
ASP Board of Governors 
always keeps that in 
mind whenever we are 
making decisions. How 
will this benefit our society? How 
does the current project aid in our 
desire to support each other through 
this amazing journey as professional 
photographers? 

Everyone was able to witness this 
first-hand as we held our second 
annual Images of Distinction 
competition with one full day of 
critiques. Not only did we pack our 
four panels with PPA-approved 
jurors, all ASP members were able to 
hear panel critiques the following day 
for more complete feedback on their 
images as we prepare for the District 
and IPC competitions. It took more 
than 40 people, working together in 
concert, to make that happen. That 
is 40 people who now know each 
other a bit better, many of whom 
are enjoying new relationships with 
their fellow volunteers. That is what 
we are really all about: providing a 
network of fellowship that is 85 years 
strong with history and tradition. 
As a volunteer on committees, 
a participant in the ASP Mentor 
program, and a board member, I 
have enjoyed many new friendships 
which I am sure I will treasure for 
the rest of my life, while having a 
chance to do some really incredible, 
interesting, and challenging work. 

On The Cover 
The Legend by Kristy Steeves

Kristy Steeves, M.Photog.Cr., CPP, 
photographed Warren E. Motts, 
M.Photog, Hon.M.Photog.Cr., Hon.F-
ASP, EA-ASP, Hon.EA-ASP, at the 
Motts Military Museum in Groveport, 
Ohio, in June of 2019. Warren was 
part of a non-event album Kristy 
created for PPA’s International 
Photographic Competition. The 
album, titled “Trading Places,” featured 
25 photographers from around the 
country who stepped out from behind 
their cameras to portray characters of 
themselves. Many wore costumes to 
represent the stories Kristy wanted to 
tell about each person. For Warren, 
Kristy had him wear a tuxedo, 
accented with his numerous degree 
medallions and awards. Warren added 
a sentimental touch by donning a top 
hat that his grandfather wore when he 
got married in 1904. Warren’s image 
was titled “The Legend.” Kristy thought 
it was fitting to end her album with 
the image of Warren as he tipped his 
hat in salutation. “Trading Places” won 
second place Grand Imaging Award 
for the non-event album category 
in 2021. Kristy felt honored to have 
Warren, a past ASP and PPA president, 
grace one of the pages of her project, 
which took three years to complete.

President’s Message
Ella Carlson, M.Photog.M.Artist.Cr., CPP, F-ASP, EA-ASP
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This, being the first issue of the 
magazine of the new year, starts a 
year-long celebration of ASP. There 

is no one more worthy 
and celebrated than the 
incredible Warren Motts 
to start the festivities. 
Reading his biography 
is truly humbling, and 
yet he is one of us! He is 
part of this great society 
and just as delighted 
to share his experience 
and knowledge with 
ASP members as anyone 

could be, but his article is just the 
beginning. In October, there will be a 
trip to Ohio with a stop at the Motts 
Military Museum, where Warren will 
give us a full-day, private tour of his 
museum. This is a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity to see the museum 
through its founder’s eyes, and to 
also network and have a chance to 
follow Dennis Hammon and other 
members around as we bookend 
the Military Museum stop with two 
photographic tours. Space is limited, 
so if you are interested, don’t delay 
signing up.

If you’re up for more exotic travel, 
ASP is planning a trip to Japan in 
March of 2023, led by John Powers,  
who lived and worked in Japan for 
years. There are plans for even more 
ASP sponsored excursions in the 
works, too.

As we celebrate 85 years of ASP 
this year, remember that it is about 
our connection to each other as 
much as advanced degrees, travel, 
or education, so volunteer and get 
involved if you haven’t yet. I hope 
to see many of you at the 2023 ASP 
Gala, which will be the culmination 
of the 85th anniversary celebration! 
h
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The ASP Magazine is the official 
publication of the American Society 
of Photographers, Inc., published 
four times a year for members, 
advertisers, sponsors, and others in 
the photographic industry to inspire, 
educate, and share information 
of industry matters, personal 
achievements, and news and events 
of this and other associations.

Acceptance of advertising, or 
publishing of press releases does not 
imply endorsement of any product or 
service by this association, publisher, 
or editor.

Permission is granted to similar 
publications of the photographic 
industry to reprint contents of this 
publication, provided that the author 
and the ASP Magazine are credited 
as the source. 

Articles, with or without photographs, 
are welcome for review for inclusion 
in this publication. Please understand, 
the editor reserves the right to refuse 
publication, or if accepted, the right 
to edit and use on a space available 
basis. Send all communications, 
articles and advertising to the editor. 

Magazine Committee:  
Shawna Hinkel 

shawna.hinkel@gmail.com  
Stephanie Millner 

stephaniemillner@gmail.com 

ASP Exec. Director: 
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info@asofp.com 
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2022 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Sabina Cavalli 

M.Photog.Cr., CPP
Chairman of the Board

Sabina  is a portrait photographer 
based in Greenville, SC, and an 
adjunct faculty in the Art and Design 
Department of Bob Jones University. 
She is a PPA Master Photographer, 
Photographic Craftsman, Fellow-
PPANI, and a Certified Professional 
Photographer. She serves on 
the executive board of ASP and 
also serves as a PPA councilor. 
Her accolades include multiple 
Photographer of the Year awards, 
state awards, and a Grand Imaging 
Award nomination. Sabina was 
featured in the January 2016 
edition of the PPA Professional 
Photographer magazine.

• • • • • 
 

Ella Putney Carlson 
M.Photog.M.Artist.Cr.CPP. 

F-ASP, EA-ASP 
President

Ella has a master of fine arts 
degree from the New Hampshire 
Institute of Art. She won the 
Grand Imaging Award from the 
Professional Photographers of 
America in January 2019 for 
her album “Most Wanted” and 
the 2020 GIA in the Illustrative/
Commercial Category. Her work 
was featured on the covers of 
the September 2018 issue of 
Photoshop User magazine and the 
October 2018 issue of Professional 
Photographer magazine, and 
has been published in several 
books as well as the Professional 
Photographers of America Loan 
Book, the Showcase Book, and 
Professional Photographer 
Magazine. Her book “Fine Art 
Photoshop” was published in 
May 2017. She has served as 
the president of the Professional 
Photographers Association of 
New England, vice president 

of Professional Photographers 
Association of Massachusetts, 
membership director of the 
New Hampshire Professional 
Photographers Association, and 
Alumni Representative on the 
Board of Directors of the Art 
Institute of New Hampshire.

• • • • • 
 

Karen Nakamura 
M.Photog.M.Artist.Cr.

President-Elect

Karen joined the board at 
Professional Photographers of 
Los Angeles County in 2005, 
and served as 1st Vice President, 
and print competition chair. She 
has also volunteered in multiple 
positions for the Professional 
Photographers of California and the 
West Coast School. She designed 
the logo for West Coast School and 
the medallion for the California 
Master’s Degree and PPC Hall of 
Fame. She received the President’s 
Award in 2013, 2014, and 2017, 
plus the PPC Service Award and 
service bars in 2014, 2015, 
and 2017. In 2016, Karen was 
awarded the Evans–Kingham Award 
which is given for “Outstanding 
Service to the Profession” and 
the Carlos Lozano Mentor of the 
Year Award, which was given to 
her in recognition for sharing her 
knowledge and experience to help 
other photographers. Karen was 
awarded the PPA National Award 
in 2019. Karen has served on the 
American Society of Photographers 
Board since 2018. Her ASP Board 
duties have ranged from design to 
managing AV needs during Imaging 
USA. Karen served on the PPA 
Council from 2012-2018. 

• • • • • 

John Herrel 
M.Photog.Cr., CPP

Vice President

John is the treasurer of the 
Professional Photographers of 
South Carolina, and a PPA councilor. 
He won the PPA Presidents’ Award 
in 2018. In 2019 and 2020, he was 
a PPA Elite member, and in 2019 
he was also the PPSC Photographer 
of the Year, won the ASP State 
Elite Award, and was named a 
Silver Medalist in the International 
Photographic Competition.

• • • • • 

John Powers 
M.Photog., CPP 

Secretary/Treasurer

Following 38 years of military 
service (Colonel, U.S. Army), 
John lived in Tokyo, Japan, and 
used that as his base for travel 
photography throughout southeast 
Asia, focusing on such places 
as India, Myanmar (Burma), the 
Philippines, China, Hong Kong, 
Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos, and, of 
course, Japan.  After returning to 
the USA three years ago, John will 
continue his travel photography in 
Asia once the pandemic subsides.  
As for photographic highlights, 
he was awarded Photographer 
of the Year from the Professional 
Photographers of Hawaii (PPH) 
several times and from the 
Professional Photographers of Los 
Angeles County.  John had his first 
book published just prior to the 
pandemic, entitled “Vietnam Today:  
A Photographic Tour of Its Peoples 
and Landscapes.”

• • • • • 

Aileen Harding 
M.Photog.Cr., CPP 

Governor

Aileen has always felt a need for 
artistic expression, writing poetry 
and stories as a child.  Those 
things were put aside in adulthood, 

continued on page 6
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exchanged for more domestic 
endeavors.  It wasn’t until her 
father’s unexpected death and her 
mother’s subsequent stroke that 
she realized the importance of 
capturing the things we value with 
film.  She began to seriously study 
the art of photography, resulting 
in owning a portrait studio for 12 
years and active participation in 
professional organizations as well 
as print competitions and juried 
shows.

Photographs pare moments down 
to a particular essence. When 
Aileen looks through the lens of the 
camera, she becomes aware of the 
light, the composition, and the tone 
of the world around her. There is 
an intimacy between the lens of the 
camera and the subject. Her goal is 
enable her viewers to see beyond 
the obvious and capture the subtext 
beneath.

• • • • • 

Kristy Steeves 
M.Photog.Cr., CPP

Governor

Kristy graduated from Indiana 
University with Bachelor of Arts 
degrees in journalism and political 
science. A television news reporter 
for 25 years before switching 
careers to become a professional 
photographer, Kristy specializes in 
children, pets, high school senior 
portraits, and corporate headshots. 
Kristy serves as a PPA-approved 
juror, council member, CPP 
Liaison, and just finished her tenure 
on the PPA Nominating Committee. 
In addition to serving on the ASP 
Board, she has held positions as 
president and vice president of 
Professional Photographers of 
Northeast Ohio. Her awards include 
four television Emmy awards, PPA 
Diamond Photographer of the 
Year, Ohio Photographer of the 

Year, PPNEO Photographer of the 
Year,  the Northeast District Grand 
Imaging Award for the Children’s 
Portrait Category, and she is a 
two-time finalist for the IPC Grand 
Imaging Award with 2nd place for 
the Photographic Open Album 
Category. Kristy loves to make 
people laugh and is often called 
“the  class clown.” Her greatest 
joy is connecting with people and 
making lifelong friendships.

• • • • • 

Bruce Bonnett 
M.Photog.
Governor

Bruce Bonnett is an award-winning 
nature and landscape photographer 
in Redlands, California, who has 
been interested in photography 
since high school.  He began a 
semi-professional photographic 
career in college focusing on group 
and portrait photography. He also 
taught classes on the physics of 
photography and worked in the 
university’s graphics arts lab. Also 
a member of the Professional 
Photographers of California, he 
was named one of the Top Ten 
Photographers in 2015, 2016, 
2020, and 2021, and in 2018 was 
the Nature Photographer of the 
Year.  A past president of the Inland 
Empire Professional Photographers 
and Videographers, he has been 
awarded Nature or Illustrative 
Photographer of the Year for the 
last nine years. In 2015, he was 
honored as their Photographer of 
the Year. Bruce is also a retired Air 
Force officer and systems engineer 
who worked on multiple aerospace 
programs. Upon retiring, he 
served in information technology 
management for two major 
Southern California hospitals

• • • • • 

Toni Harryman 
M.Photog.M.Artist.Cr, CPP 

Governor

Toni has owned and operated 
Johnson Photography since 1982. 
In addition to her PPA degrees, she 
also holds the distinguished Fellow 
of Photography degree from the 
Professional Photographers of 
Iowa for her service to that group 
and was awarded the National 
Service Award from PPA for 
Iowa.  She has served on the PPI 
Board of Directors for 13 years, 
and is a Past President of that 
organization. She also served on 
her town Chamber of Commerce 
and was Chamber President. Other 
volunteer positions were held with 
Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, Jaycees, 
and church groups. Toni is a two-
time Diamond Photographer of 
the Year and a past GIA nominee. 
She has taught and been on jury 
panels in more than 18 states and 
loves to share her passion for the 
“Art and Emotion in Photography”, 
“Print Competition 101”, and 
“Inspired Creativity” with fellow 
artists. She feels truly blessed 
to get to know so many inspiring 
and caring people in our industry 
through her travels. Along with 
Dana Rose and Jim Pierce, the 
three have formed TriCreate, an 
online Patreon learning channel 
and Facebook group. Toni has four 
grown children and loves being 
a “Nana.” She has a strong faith 
and loves nature, art in all forms, 
and spending time with family and 
friends.

• • • • • 

Sharon Lobel 
M.Photog.Cr

Governor

Sharon is a self-taught landscape, 
nature, wildlife, ocean, and surf 

2022 BOARD OF DIRECTORS  (cont.)

continued from page 5 

continued on page 7
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photographer. She is a travel 
excursion photo leader and enjoys 
the endless places in the world 
to photograph. She is always 
ready for another adventure. She 
has experienced a wide range 
of adventures and photo safaris 
throughout Africa, Asia, Belize, 
British Virgin Islands, Caribbean, 
Chile, China, Costa Rica, Europe, 
Mexico, and the United States. She 
has been an IPC Silver Medalist 
twice and a Bronze Medalist. 
She has images in the Loan and 
Showcase Collection books, and 
has won many awards at the state 
level. She served as the West Coast 
School Secretary for Professional 
Photographers of California, 
PPC State Secretary, President 
of Professional Photographers of 
Los Angeles County, and Image 
Competition Critique Chair. In 
addition to the PPC Service Award 
and the PPC Master of Photography 
Degree, Sharon received the 
most prestigious award that PPC 
can bestow upon an individual, 
the Evans-Kingham Award for 
her service to the photographic 
community. Sharon lives in Nevada.

• • • • • 

Chris Wooley 
M.Photog.Cr., CPP 

Governor

Chris is an educator and 
photographer with a retail portrait 
studio in Spokane, Washington, 
where he specializes in vintage-
inspired portraits and commercial 
business portraits. He serves as 
a PPA counselor, advocating for 
photographer rights. He is a past-
President of the Professional 
Photographers of Washington. 
Chris has won numerous print 
awards, including multiple 
Fuji Masterpieces, ACI’s Image 
Excellence, and various state “best 
of” awards. He is a recipient of the 
prestigious PPA National Award 
for his contributions towards the 
photographic industry. Chris helps 
photographers learn and hone their 
craft by presenting at workshops, 
conferences, and meet-ups across 
the U.S.

• • • • • 

Mel Carll 
M.Photog. 

Executive Director

Mel is a Santa Clarita Valley-based 
photographer and instructor. Mel 
also shoots for Inside SCV Magazine 
and the City of Santa Clarita. 
Mel has images exhibited in the 
Allensworth Exhibit at the California 
African American Museum in 
Exposition Park, Los Angeles, in 
the Santa Clarita City Hall, and the 
Canyon Country Library. He is on 
the board of directors for the Santa 
Clarita Photographers Association, 
Professional Photographers of Los 
Angeles County, and is involved 
with the City of Santa Clarita’s 661 
Arts Association, whose goal is to 
bring art to the community. Mel’s 
awards include Best of Show in the 
2010 PPLAC print competition, and 
2010 Image of the year for PPLAC.  
He has also won awards with the 
Santa Clarita Valley Photographers 
Association print competitions since 
May 2008. Mel is excited to bring 
the SCV Center for Photography 
studio to the community allowing 
photographers of all levels to 
advance their goals, knowledge, 
and joy of photography. h

2022 BOARD OF DIRECTORS  (cont.)

continued from page 6 
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Educational Associate Degree
Margaret Bryant
M.Photog.Cr., CPP, EA-ASP

Thom Rouse
M.Photog.MEI, Cr., F-ASP, EA-ASP

Fellowship Degree
Kimberly Smith
M.Photog.M.Artist.Cr., CPP, F-ASP

Doug Bennett
M.Photog.Cr., F-ASP

ASP OHIO TRIP
ASP members and friends are invited to a private 
tour of the Motts Military Museum, plus two photo 
excursions in October of this year! That’s right. Warren 
Motts, the museum’s founder, is opening the museum 
for a private tour, and ASP is bookending the museum 
visit with two photographic tours in the area. Join us 
for any part of this trip, or for all three. 

After flying into Cleveland, we will start Friday and 
Saturday with a jaunt to beautiful Cuyahoga National 
Park. On Sunday evening, there will be a reception at 
the Museum, followed by the private tour on Monday. 
After the tour, we will proceed to Hocking Hill for more 
photography. 

What a great chance to see this amazing museum 
through the eyes of its founder, and to be inspired by 
your fellow photographers as we explore some of the 
most scenic areas of Ohio. 

Date: October 21-26, 2022 

Go to the asofp.com website for full details. Space is 
limited!

See page 19 for ad
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SERVICE AWARD WINNERS 
Rob Behm

Kenneth Bovat, Jr.
William Joseph Campanellie

Ella Carlson  • BAR •  • BAR •

Sabina Cavalli • BAR •

Bob Coates • BAR •

Jeff Guille
Cheri Hammon • BAR •

John Herrel • BAR •

Jeff Johnson

Toni Johnson-Harryman
Steve Kemp

Leslie Ann Kitten • BAR •  {x17!}
Robert Kunesh

Ken Martin
Stephanie Millner

Dawn Muncy
Karen Nakamura • BAR •  • BAR •

Dwight Okumoto
Judy Reinford

Kimberly Smith • BAR •

Kristy Steeves
Bryan Welsh

The following have already received 
their service medallion, and received 

service bars:

Nancy Bailey-Pratt • BAR •   • BAR •  
Dennis Hammon  • BAR •  {x8}

Honorary Fellowship  
Degree

Tim Mathiesen 
M.Photog.Cr., A-ASP, F-ASP, 
Hon.F-ASP, EA-ASP

Honorary Educational 
Associate Degree

Richard Sturdevant 
M.Photog.M.Artist.MEI.Cr., Hon.
EA-ASP
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The image 
‘Sweetness’ is 
a special one 
for me, as it 
was created 

of my lovely 

granddaughter.  They live in 
Chicago, so when they come 
to visit, I enjoy taking that 
opportunity to photograph 
her.  I wanted to emphasize 
her beautiful face and eyes, 

so I chose a high key setting, 
with light clothing and props.  
Keeping it simple with 
subtle details and softness, 
I felt it captured her sweet 

innocence.

Gold Kathy Wierda, M.Photog.Cr.     Sweetness

The 2022 Gold Medallion was presented in honor of Jack Avalos. Jack (Jacinto) 
Avalos,1924-2020, was a veteran of World War II and had a lifelong commitment 
to the art of photography. He held the Master of Photography and Photographic 
Craftsman degrees, as well as the ASP Honorary Fellowship, the Honorary 
Educational Fellowship and many degrees and honors from the Professional 
Photographers of Colorado. Jack was the recipient of five National Awards! He 
was chairman of PPA’s International Committee in 1994 and worked with industry 
organizations in Mexico, where the board of directors asked him to be Mexico’s 
liaison to PPA. In 1990, 1993, and 1998, Jack returned to Europe where he spent 
time in Spain educating that associations’ leaders and its members as to the PPA 
process of image competition and PPA standards. In 2003, he traveled to Italy to 
introduce PPA’s standards and recruit members to PPA. h
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During the lock downs 
of the pandemic, my 
husband, Doug, and 
I retreated to the 
sparsely-populated, 

remote areas of Utah.  
There, we were protected 

from exposure to the virus as well as 
having the freedom to photograph 
the spectacular landscape using our 
DSLRs and Mavic 2 Pro drones in the 
vast Bureau of Land Management 
territory. My image, “Entrance to 
Another World,” was photographed 
using my drone at sunset in a remote 
canyon.  The vantage point of the 
drone showcased the patterns at the 
bottom region of the canyon as well 
as the spectacular bluffs that seem to 
stretch forever.  The title came from a 

challenge during a state competition 
when one of the jurors mentioned it 
looked like it could be the cinematic 

intro to a Star Wars movie!  So, I took 
his comments and came up with the 
title. h

Bronze Peter Lik, M.Photog., F-ASP     Spirit of the Universe

Silver Laura Bennett, M.Photog.Cr., F-ASP     Entrance to Another World
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“Beach Traditions” is 
a portrait of one of 
our many “Super” 
clients who comes 

to our studio for all 
their portraits needs.  

The Rajewski family has their large 
family portrait captured about every 
two or three years when everyone is 
home in Michigan visiting Grandma 
and Poppa.  We have photographed 
most, if not all, of the grandchildren’s 
senior portraits and weddings, as 
well as the fourth generation of 
great grandchildren.  Ed (Poppa) 
and Shirley Rajewski have raised 
an incredible family we consider 
not just clients but dear friends.  

This portrait, along with the many 
others we have captured over the 
years, will be cherished even more 
as Poppa passed away in 2021.  Our 
job, not just as photographers, but 

as storytellers, has never been more 
clearer for us in our studio as seeing 
the importance of the many family 
portraits we have created for the 
Rajewski Family h

It was the first morning 
after arriving in 
Guilin, China, from 
Hong Kong when I 
was awakened for a 3 
a.m. bus ride followed 
by a 45-minute boat ride down the 
Li River and 20-minute trek along the 
riverbank to rendezvous with three 
cormorant fishermen just before 
sunrise. Thankfully, I was blessed by a 
silky predawn sky filled with mystical, 
wispy fog. The three fishermen were 
only positioned together on the 
river for a short 10 minutes when 
I captured the base image. During 
post-processing in Lightroom and 
Photoshop, I decided to reposition 
one of the three boats to create 
more symmetry and triangles. I also 
composited a bird with outstretched 
wings from another image to the 
nearest boat. Topaz Denoise was 

applied to the final image to both 
reduce noise and apply some 
sharpening. Captured with a Sony 

A7R3 and Sony 24-105 F4 lens at 
6400 ISO, f/4 at 1/160 sec. h

Northeast District Adam Carroll, M.Photog.Cr., CPP    Beach Traditions

Southwest District Andy Lay, M.Photog., CPP     PreDawn Stillness



(661) 775-3575  ASofP.com  13Volume 1

This was my third visit 
to the White Pocket, 
located inside the 
Vermillion Cliffs 
National Monument 
in Arizona. The place 
is amazing! With all the 
colors, swirls, lines, and shapes, no 
two images are quite the same.  
Scouting out my compositions 
earlier in the afternoon, I found a 
number of them. I had to run from 
location to location to capture as 
the lighting was just right. What fun, 
and the light was awesome that day, 
thanks to the big Guy in the sky. 

The technical stuff: f/14 at 1/15 sec on 
a tripod, of course. I did enhance the 
lighting on the file, as the contrast 

was slight, by using luminosity masks 
and creating several light selections 
and dark selections, changing the 
blend mode to Screen on the lights 
and multiply on the darks. Then I 
created a group for each of the lights 
and darks and applying a ALT Layer 

mask to hide the changes so I was 
able to paint both the lights and 
darks in where I felt it was needed. 
A big thank you to the judges for 
selecting my image titled “Twisted” 
for the ASP District Medallion Award!  
h

North Central District Ken Martin, M.Photog.Cr., CPP     Twisted

Western District 
Jerry Stevenson, M.Photog.  
A Prayer of Hope

The image was created in 
response to the turmoil 
resulting from the death 
of George Floyd. It depicts 
a young African American 

praying for a better future: “A 
Prayer of Hope.”

DON’T FORGET TO  
REGISTER FOR DISTRICTS!

District Judging Dates:  
May 16–19, 2022

District Early Registration: 
March 1–April 14 at 5 p.m. ET

District Late Registration: 
April 14–May 3 at 5 p.m. ET

Register Now on www.PPA.com
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Northeast District  
Cindy Dover, M.Photog.M.Wed.Photog.M.Artist.Cr., CPP   Our Little House on the Prairie

The image “Our Little 
House On the 
Prairie “ was from 
my IPC Diamond 

case in the artist 
category. 

I went on an impromptu trip with 
some photo friends from Texas 
and Oklahoma. We went to the 
Wichita Mountains, and it was the 
first time I saw buffalo, longhorns 
and prairie dogs in the wild. I was 
fascinated to see them roaming free. 
They reminded me of a little family 
community in their little homes. 
When working the prairie dogs in to 
a composite, it just started to come 
together from the show “Little House 
on the Prairie” - Laura, Pa, and Ma.

Introducing the ASP Photographic Artistry Medallion!

We’re delighted to announce the arrival of the newest member of the ASP family...



(661) 775-3575  ASofP.com  15Volume 1

THE AFFECTIONATE AFICIONADO
 
by Kristy Steeves, M.Photog.Cr., CPP

According to the Merriam-Webster 
dictionary the word “aficionado” 
describes a person having an 
affection for their favorite subject. 
It comes from the Spanish word 
“aficion” which means to inspire 
affection. In English, it is synonymous 
with being an ardent 
devotee, fan, or enthusiast 
of something. That word 
flawlessly describes 
one man in particular, 
especially when it comes to 
the subject of history and 
the acquisition, care, and 
preservation of the past.

Warren E. Motts is a connoisseur; 
a champion of collecting artifacts. 
Historic preservation is his life’s 
mission. Conservation – protecting, 
maintaining, and 
managing tangible 
memories – is part of his 
soul. Since 1987, the Ohio 
National Guard veteran 
has served as executive 
director of a museum 
which bears his name: The 
Motts Military Museum. 
The 10,300 square foot 
facility, which sits on 
nearly nine acres of land in 
Groveport, Ohio, is home 
to thousands of historic 
relics ranging from the 
colonial era to current 
global conflicts.

Warren, a commercial 
photographer with 
decades of experience 
under his belt, says it was Mathew 
Brady, an American Civil War 
photographer, who was his 
inspiration for creating his military 
museum. “I got interested in history 
when I researched Mathew Brady. I 

got into Civil War history.”  Warren says 
he was fascinated with the Civil War 
documentarian who photographed 
the likes of Andrew Jackson, John 
Quincy Adams, Abraham Lincoln, 
and Robert E. Lee. In fact, Warren’s 
museum stores some historical 

pictures of the Confederate General 
that were taken just days after Lee 
surrendered his troops to the Union: 
“The picture of Lee on his porch at 
the end of the war. He’s sitting in the 

middle of two men. On the left is 
General Custis Lee, and on the right 
is Colonel Walter Taylor. Brady talked 
Robert E. Lee into coming out on the 
porch. His wife convinced him to let 
Brady record him for history.”

Warren says the American Freedom 
Train, a mobile museum, also helped 
precipitate his interest in learning 
more about our nation’s history. 
The train, used to commemorate 
the United States Bicentennial, 
consisted of 26 cars; 10 of them 

displaying more than 500 
treasures of Americana, 
including George 
Washington’s copy of the 
Constitution, Abraham 
Lincoln’s Emancipation 
Proclamation, the original 
Louisiana Purchase, Judy 
Garland’s dress from the 

Wizard of Oz, Joe Frazier’s boxing 
gloves, Martin Luther King Jr.’s Bible 
and robes, and a rock from the moon. 
Warren was chosen as the official 
photographer for the Bicentennial in 

1975 and 1976. “I saw that 
museum, the American 
Freedom Train, and 
thought it was fabulous,” 
he explains.

One of the highlights for 
Warren was what he did 
with one of the artifacts: 
Bob Lanier’s size 22 
tennis shoes. Quite the 
character, the always-jovial 
documentarian laughs at 
the thought of his covert 
sneakiness. “I wanted to 
travel the entire route of 
the train, so I wrote my 
name on a piece of paper 
and stuck it in there. There 
was an opportunity, and 
I took it.” The American 

professional basketball player’s 
shoes became the secret carrier of 
Warren’s signature for two years. “The 
Freedom Train was such a great part 

continued on page 16

aficionado noun 
/əˌfɪsjəˈnɑːdəʊ,əˌfɪʃ(j)əˈnɑːdəʊ/

a person who is very knowledgeable and 
enthusiastic about an activity, subject or pastime

The Museum Director, himself - Warren E. Motts, M.Photog, Hon.M.Photog.
Cr., Hon.F-ASP, EA-ASP, Hon.EA-ASP, at the Motts Military Museum in 
Groveport, Ohio.  Photograph by Kristy Steeves, M.Photog.Cr., CPP
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of our history, the 200th anniversary, 
and I wanted to be part of it,” he says 
with a chuckle. The photographer’s 
little piece of paper remained hidden 
from the first day the steam 
locomotive began its journey in 
Wilmington, Delaware on April 
1, 1975, to its final destination 
in Miami, Florida on December 
31, 1976, where Warren was 
able to retrieve it. More than 
7 million people visited the 
traveling museum, and no one 
ever discovered Warren’s little 
secret.

The laughing continues as 
Warren dives into another story 
about the creator and founder 
of the American Freedom 
Train: “Ross Rowland wanted 
to be the last person off the 
train coming out. I was behind 
photographing him. When he 
came out of the train, I followed 
so I was the last one on there.” 
Warren then photographed 
Rowland closing the door and 
locking it. The Bicentennial 
celebration was over. Warren 
never pointed out that he was 
actually the last one off the 
train – until now. 46 years later, 
Warren is spilling the beans in 
a book he’s writing … and if 
Rowland reads it, the Freedom 
Train founder will discover 
Warren’s undisclosed piece of 
historical trivia.

Warren’s interest in bygone 
times really took off when be 
started collecting civil war 
relics, including a camera and 
lens that Mathew Brady used 
to photograph the Civil War. 
“He was the guy who started 
all the civil war pictures and 
asked the government to pay for 
it. They wouldn’t. He lost $100,000 
(worth $1,710,441.72 today) of his 

own money to do it, but without 
him we wouldn’t have most of these 
historic images.” Warren is impressed 
that Brady, a “well-to-do man” of 
financial means gambled his fortune, 

all because of his strong convictions 
that it was important for someone to 
document the Civil War.

“He lost a fortune and died a pauper,” 
Warren says. “His friends had to raise 
money to bury him … but he got 
it. We have those pictures today 
because of him. He was an amazing 

man.”

Preserving the past for the 
sake of current and future 
generations has become 
an important purpose in 
Warren’s life. You could say 
this affectionate aficionado of 
American history has enjoyed 
a long love affair with the past. 
Warren Motts can be described 
as a collector, historian, curator, 
documentarian, educator, 
storyteller and tour guide. But 
that’s not all. The 81-year-old’s 
resume bursts at the seams 
with 11 pages containing 
a variety of job titles from 
volunteer firefighter and 
photographic lab technician 
with classified, top-secret 
government clearance, to 
owner and president of Motts 
Photographic Center.

Warren has won countless 
awards and held as many, if not 
more, volunteer positions over 
the years. His distinguished 
service to the military and the 
photography industry spans 
more than six decades. Warren 
considers one of his greatest 
achievements when he was 
inducted into the Ohio Veterans 
Hall of Fame with the likes 
of astronaut and former U.S. 
Senator John Glenn, Tuskegee 
Airman Harold Sawyer, and film 
actor Clark Gable.

Warren’s career began when 
he was 18 years old. He was 
still in high school and joined 
the Ohio National Guard. After 

basic training at a military base in 

THE AFFECTIONATE AFICIONADO (cont.)

continued on page 17

continued from page 15

TOP: AFT Loco 4449 with Warren Motts.  |  CENTER:  Bob Lanier’s 
Basketball Shoes.  |  BOTTOM:  Matthew Brady Lens and Camera
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continued on page 18

Fort Knox, Kentucky, Warren was 
sent to the U.S. Army Signal School 
of Photography. He quickly became 
head of the 37th Infantry Division’s 
Photography department, where 
he worked for nine 
years, attaining 
the rank of Staff 
Sergeant. After 
leaving the military, 
Warren worked for 
several companies, 
which included 
being a medical 
photographer with 
the Ohio State 
University Hospitals, 
before opening his 
own studio in 1972.

The military veteran 
has held numerous elected board 
positions.  He was president of 
Professional Photographers of Ohio 
in 1977, president of American 
Society of Photographers in 1983, 
and president of Professional 
Photographers of America in 1990.

This man, who had by now become 
an iconic figure in the world of 
photography, was the 
first president of PPA to 
address the World Council of 
Photographers in Cologne, 
Germany. His trip there 
followed on the heels of the 
Berlin Wall coming down; a 
pivotal event in world history 
which marked the start of the 
fall of communism in Eastern 
and Central Europe. “We 
went into East Germany, and 
I saw the images they were 
making, and it looked like 
something from the 1920s 
because they had not been 
able to advance because the 
Russians kept them that way,” he said 
of his observation while there.

Warren has presented programs 

to more than 1,500 organizations 
around the world, including the 
Philippines, Korea, and Mexico. He 
has been in countless magazines and 
interviewed for radio and television 
newscasts. He was a PPA-approved 

jury chairman for 
more than 20 years. 
His list of state and 
national credentials 
is endless, including 
being appointed 
by Ohio Governor 
George Voinovich 
to serve on the 
Ohio Historic 
Site Preservation 
Committee and the 
National Veterans 
Memorial and 
Museum Advisory 

Committee.

True to his nature, Warren was also 
one of PPA’s historians during a 
major venue relocation in 1993. 
“When we moved from Chicago to 
Atlanta, they had all this stuff. We 
brought it out on tables and laid it 
all out because they were throwing 
stuff away. I said, ‘You can’t do that. 

Your history is here’.” Warren says 
that the documents, including every 
issue of past magazines and portraits 

of former PPA board members, were 
boxed up and shipped to the new 
headquarters, where all of it could be 
stored for future use.

Ever wonder who came up with the 
idea for the Loan Collection book? 
Yep, it was Warren … during his 
tenure as PPA president. “I started 
that in 1990,” he says matter-of-factly. 
“I did it because I could see all these 
Loan Collection prints that were kept 
at headquarters. I would ask ‘what 
would you do with them?’ and they 
said they asked people if they wanted 
them back; if not, we throw them 
away. Well!,” Warren exclaims in an 
exasperated tone, “You throw them 
away and all your history is gone so 
I decided to publish that book.” That 
book, still in existence today, is part 
of the legacy Warren imparted onto 
future generations. Legacy is about 
life and living. It’s about learning 
from the past, living in the present, 
and building for the future. It’s about 
having meaning in our lives.

The history of ASP is tied to the 
history of PPA and the photography 
industry as a whole. As our world 
evolves over time with the creation 

of new trends and technology; 
global events like wars and 
pandemics; changes in the 
environment and the economy, 
along with weather conditions, 
so, too, do our photography 
businesses. One of Maya 
Angelou’s famous quotes 
resonates deeply with Warren. 
She wrote, “You can’t really 
know where you are going 
until you know where you have 
been.” Warren says that is the 
reason he is so interested in 
preserving history. “If you don’t 
remember it, you will repeat 
mistakes,” he explains.

After years of research, Warren 

THE AFFECTIONATE AFICIONADO (cont.)

continued from page 16

Warren Motts, Medical Photographer

Warren serving in the Army at ONG Camp Perry during summer 
training
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knows all too well the mistakes that 
Army officials made during the Civil 
War – and it cost the Union dearly. 
“They didn’t know they needed an 
ambulance corps,” he explains. “If the 
generals had studied Napoleon, they 
would have known they needed it 
at the beginning of the war.” Warren 
elaborates on the effects of having 
no organized system of battlefield 
evacuation for injured soldiers: “Only 
after they got into the battles, they 
had to figure out how to get people 
off the field. The soldiers would lie on 
the ground and die.” With no way to 
extract the wounded, many lay in the 
dirt and extreme heat for more than a 
week. The horror of the unnecessary 
suffering ultimately compelled 
officers to improve frontline medical 
provisions, but only months later, at 
the expense of thousands of lives.

When school age children visit the 

Motts Military Museum, Warren says 
he has noticed that many of them 
have no idea where this country has 
been historically. “The military and 
the wars we’ve been in have created 
America,” he says, adding, “There’s 
always someone who wants to take 
over. As long as we have human 
beings, there’s the threat of war.” 
Warren says the real trick is if we 
don’t study history, we are setting 
ourselves up for possible failure. 
He points out the importance of 
photography as part of educating 
our nation. “There’s a direct link 
between photography and war and 
saving our country. Photography is in 
the middle of all of this.”

Combat photography has played 
a big role in how we understand 
war, Warren points out, as well as 
U-2 planes, which were used for 
high-level photography and served 
as the initial phase of intelligence 
gathering during the Cuban Missile 

Crisis in 1962. Photography also 
helps increase awareness of global 
events and oftentimes affects the 
way decisions are made. It can serve 
as an agent for change. “Photography 
is in the middle of creating this 
great country of ours. It has done 
a great thing to help preserve our 
freedoms,” says a man who proudly 
declares to be an American patriot 
above everything else. “I’ve always 
been that way. Our freedoms are so 
precious and delicate, and it could 
change at any time. I’ve been to 
other countries, and there’s nothing 
like America. That’s what I’m fighting 
for: to preserve our history and 
to educate the future,” says the 
impassioned veteran. He leaves 
us with this sobering thought: “So 
many people gave us our tomorrows 
because we got our todays through 
their sacrifice. They gave everything 
for the freedoms that we’ve got.” h

THE AFFECTIONATE AFICIONADO (cont.)

continued from page 17

TOP: Warren Motts at the Ohio Veterans’ Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony in 2017  |  BOTTOM: Warren and Kristy in the Military Museum
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Comments, Suggestions, Contributions?  Please email our NEW Magazine Account: ASofPMagazine@gmail.com

PHOTOGRAPHIC ARTISTRY 
MEDALLION
We are so pleased to announce a 
new award to add to the prestigious 
American Society of Photographers 
collection. The brand new ASP 
Photographic Artistry Award will 
recognize and honor the great 
imagery that ASP members create. 
The recipient must be an ASP 
member for a minimum of three 
consecutive years to be eligible for 
this award. Any membership lapse 
requires restarting the clock on the 
three-year minimum requirement. 

ASP Photographic Artistry 
Award Point System

To achieve the ASP Photographic 
Artistry Medallion, members must 
accumulate a minimum of 30 image 
points from image competition. A 
minimum of 16 of those points must 
be earned through participation 
in the Images of Distinction 
competition. 

Scoring from 
Images of 

Distinction:

An ASP member’s 
four top-scoring, 
merit-level or above 
entries in each IOD 
image competition 
year will be counted 
towards earning points.

100 = 3 points 

90-99 = 2 points

80-89 = 1 point. 

ASP members may also earn 
points through entering their State 
Affiliate Competition, PPA’s District 
Competition, and IPC.

The entrant will earn the point value 
of their highest achievement. (Tiered 
point system)

PPA Imaging Excellence Award  
= 1 point total (regardless of 
how many IE images achieved)

State Elite Award = 2 
points

District Award = 3 points

Grand Imaging Award 
(Overall Winner) = 6 
points

ASP Medallion Awards, 
(bronze, silver and gold) = 

4, 5, and 6 points, respectively

It is possible to earn up to 6 points 
total per year, outside of IOD. Only 
points earned while a member of 
ASP will be used toward earning this 
award.

Points earned in IOD and PPA affiliate, 
district, and IPC competitions in 
2021 and subsequent years count 
toward earning this medallion and 
subsequent Photographic Artistry 
award levels.

The ASP Photographic Artistry 
Award is to recognize and honor the 
great imagery that ASP members 
create. For a full description, visit the 
website:  www.asofp.com. h

Join ASP for a 
photographic tour of Ohio, 

and a guided tour of the 
Motts Military Museum

October 21-26, 2022
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