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ASP Welcomes Two New Board Members
Kristi Elias, M.Photog.M.Artist.Cr., F-ASP 

Master Artist, Craftsman, Master photographer and ASP 
Fellow Kristi Sutton Elias has been an artist all of her life. 
Earning her degree from Brooks Institute of Photography 

of Santa Barbara in 1998, she’s worked as a professional 
photographer and gallery represented artist for the past 23 years.  
She has been featured on NBC News, in museums, art galleries, 
billboards, storefront window displays, magazine covers and ads as well 
as in numerous industry magazines. Kristi has earned numerous awards. 
Kristi owns a luxury based fine art portrait studio and art gallery located 
on the water in Shoreline Village of Long Beach California. In 2016, she 
also opened an underwater photography studio in Long Beach California. 
She’s extremely involved in all levels of her industry as a volunteer.

Miles Andonov, M.Photog.Cr., CPP

Miles Andonov, has been an ASP member since receiving his Photographic 
Craftsman Degree from Professional Photographers of America in 1999. 
If you ask Miles about ASP he will tell that ASP is more then just a great 

organization; it is his second family. Miles serves as an ASP Governor and ASP 
State Representative for Ohio. He is the PP of Ohio Historian, Affiliate Rep and 
the president of P.A.S.O. (Photographic Art Specialists of Ohio). Miles dedicates 
his spare time educating students on the importance of the arts and gives classes 
in photography, art and music. Miles is also a drummer and percussionist. His 
passion is to showcase all of his students’ art work in the annual P.A.S.O. booth. 
Most of the art work showcased is created by students with disabilities: autism 
spectrum disorder, Downs, physical or speech. Miles has always looked at these 
students as great artists. He started this art exhibit more than sixteen years ago 
with the title of “STARS OF TOMORROW” and is proud to show case the work of 
great artists every year.

Mel Carll, ASP Executive Director

We are honored and delighted to welcome Mel Carll as the new 
executive director of the American Society of Photographers. He 
brings a wealth of varied and vaulable experience to ASP. Mel is a 

Valencia, CA  based commercial photographer who enjoys every aspect of 
photography. His studio provides Real Estate and architectural photography, 
product photography, small weddings and event photography mainly in 
the Santa Clarita Valley area. Mel’s has earned the Bronze award 2 of the 
3 times he has entered with Professional Photographers of America, and 
was the 2016-2018 and 2014 Commercial Photographer of the Year for 
Professional Photographers of Los Angeles County.  Mel spends several 
hours each month giving back to various photography related organizations. 
He is currently the Executive Administrator for Professional Photographers of 
California. You can reachl Mel at info@asofp.com or mel@scvphotocenter.
com or by phone at 661 • 775 • 3575 .

ASP Welcomes Our New Executive Director
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LIFELONG LEARNING
2020 ASP Fellowship Recipient
Laura Bennett, M.Photog. Cr., F-ASP

“As a result of this inner drive, I became                     
focused with a strong work ethic.”

My mother wears an Apple Watch. She has 
periodic episodes of heart arrhythmia; the 
watch monitors her heart rate, synchs with her 

iPhone, and an app on the phone charts it. When she 
visits her doctor, she whips out her iPhone and shows 
him the comprehensive graph of her heart rate over 
the past month. Needless to say, her doctor is very 
impressed with her!

How does this apply to my photographic journey and 
me? My mother is a continual inspiration for lifelong 
learning. She doesn’t let her age prevent her from 
learning new skills and enriching her mind.

My mother suffered through some catastrophic events 
in her childhood including the Great Depression, the 
death of an older brother and the sudden death of her 
father at the age of forty-seven. This left her family 
destitute and without a source of income. Yet, even with 
so much turmoil, she earned excellent grades in school 
and was a voracious reader. She married right out of 
high school and went on to college, but had to quit due 
to the birth of two children. Two more children were 
born, and all were plagued with various medical issues 
that plunged her and my dad into debt. Her dream was 
to become a teacher, but she had to wait twenty years 
until she could afford to return and finish her degree.

What I remember of my childhood is being driven to do 
everything my two older siblings did and to be the best at 
everything. They had gone to school a few years before 
me and knew how to read, and I was determined to 
learn to read, too! I was scheduled to start Kindergarten 
at age four and couldn’t wait! I was sure I would learn 
how to read as well as they did. However, in August 
that year, a few weeks before school was to start, I had 
eye surgery to correct a crossed eye. The whites of my 
eyes were bloody red after the surgery, and my parents 

decided I should wait a year to start  school 
rather than going with bloody eyes. Not 
knowing how bad they looked, I apparently 
threw a fit at not being able to start school; 
they relented and let me begin. From 
that point on, I was driven to be perfect 
in all my subjects. I always got top grades 
and I remember being devastated when I 
received a ‘B’ in penmanship.

Whatever I did, I was driven. As a member 
of Girl Scouts, I wanted as many badges as I 
could earn. When learning to play the piano 
and flute, I wanted to be the best. Second 
chair in band was not good enough. When 
my dad made us some stilts, I practiced 
relentlessly until I learned how to walk on 
them. When other kids knew some jump 
rope tricks, I tried and tried until I learned 
how to do them, too.

As a result of this inner drive, I became focused 
with a strong work ethic. If I was tasked to do 
something, I did it correctly without delay.

Even though our family was the “working poor” due 
to all the medical bills, my parents were somehow 
able to take us on an annual vacation to the Colorado 
Mountains. My dad did carpentry work for the ranch 
owner to help pay for our stay there. We stayed in a 
cabin on a remote ranch. It was completely isolated and 
very rustic; we had an actual ‘icebox,’ a wood-burning 
kitchen stove, and no indoor bathroom. My dad twould 
go to the underground ice house, fish around in sawdust 
with a huge set of tongs to find a block of ice, wash it off 
in the creek, and carry it up to the cabin. We kids would 
split wood for the woodstove with an axe and carry it to 
the stove, which was used for both cooking and heating.

At this ranch, there was no TV or radio, and we kids 
were given free reign to hike, climb mountains, play in 
the creek, fish in the rivers and pond and explore to our 
heart’s content. It was from these vacations that I began 
my love affair with the landscape. Being driven in other 
aspects of my life, I needed freedom from the restraint 
of perfection. Nothing provided the sense of serenity 
and awe like what I experienced during those vacations 
in that idyllic setting.

One year, my parents gave me a Kodak Instamatic 
camera with flashcubes for Christmas. I loved taking 
photos and always brought it with me on vacations and 
summer camps. I didn’t have a lot of money, so I did 
have to monitor my film usage. While still in elementary 
school, I cleaned my grandparent’s house so I could 
earn one dollar. All through High School, I worked in 
the summers to make and save money. I worked at 
various jobs: babysitting, hoeing beets in the field for 
a farmer,working as a lifeguard at the local swimming 
pool, and finally as a clerk in a hardware store.

I was driven to go to college and get my degree. 
As a woman graduating High School in the ‘70s, I 
knew a college degree was my ticket to a better life. 
I saved money so I could, with my parents’ help, 
finish my college degree debt-free. I graduated 
with a degree in Chemistry and a minor in Biology.  

I married, taught Jr. and Sr. High School science for 
a few years, and then gave birth to three children. 
I quit teaching so I could stay home with them. This 
is when my photography expanded tremendously. 
For my children, I wanted to record as many childhood 
experiences as possible. I wanted them to be able to 
remember all the experiences of their childhood, 
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Lifelong Learning (continued)

and images were the best way to do so. I bought a Canon SLR 
camera, and it was with me on every adventure we had as 
well as for day-to-day experiences. I know they probably got 
tired of me snapping photos, but now, as adults, they cherish 
those images. As you can imagine, I have thousands of photos 
of those years, and I treasure each and every one of them. 

On Christmas Day 2017, I had my children sit together and select 
their collective favorite images. As a project, I then digitized those 
images, laid them out into an album, and gave each of them a 
professional album of our family photos for their Christmas gift 
in 2018. It was a yearlong project, and I am very proud of it.

Life happens to us all; children grow up, and it is time for 
new pursuits. For me, it continued to be photography, but 
now I could pursue my love of landscape photography. I had 
always managed to sneak in some landscape photography 
while on our family trips, but now I could focus on it solely. 
When the first digital cameras started becoming affordable, 
I shelved my old film camera and bought a Nikon point-and-
shoot digital camera. I went on shooting expeditions with a 
friend and came home with some nice images. I upgraded my 
camera to a DSLR and bought some lenses. Another friend who 
is the most positive, upbeat, and encouraging person I know, 
told me that the images were really good and I should think 
about selling them. I was leery and not at all confident, but 
you just can’t tell this friend ‘no.’ She gave me the confidence 
to begin selling images at craft and art fairs. I learned to cut 
my own mats, bought a mat cutter, and mounted, matted, 
and framed the photos. My friend and I shared a booth to cut 
down on expenses, and in 2004 we started selling our images. 

At the time, only very high-end photographers were selling their 
images at fairs in our area, and we found a niche market that wasn’t 
being explored. We sold matted prints for reasonable prices as 
well as some smaller framed images. We found that customers 
love decorating with photographs of their state, and most couldn’t 
afford the high-end photographers’ work! Our business model 
focused on volume selling. The other photographers wouldn’t 
have any images priced less than $600 in their booths, and most 
people were not willing to spend that much money at an art fair. 

I am a very analytical person; I analyzed every aspect 
of my sales. I produced an inventory list and gave each 
photograph a unique inventory number. At the fairs, I 
recorded the inventory numbers of the images that 
sold and afterward, I analyzed the results and studied 
trends. I kept track of everything having to do with the 
sales so I could react and continue to improve sales and 
meet customers’ wants and needs. I even studied the 
psychological aspects of marketing and pricing, which I 
found to be fascinating. I kept track of costs and tried to 
reduce costs and increase profit margins every way I could 
without sacrificing the quality of the product. Customers 
responded and we sold hundreds and hundreds of 
images. After a few years of selling, I began to want to 
improve my photography exponentially. I would see the 
spectacular images of professional photographers, but 
I simply could not duplicate the quality. I would read 
everything I could, but most made no sense to me, and 
I felt stuck in mediocrity. That is when fate showed its 
hand. While photographing wildflowers on a remote, 
rugged, 4-wheel drive mountain pass in southwestern 
Colorado, Doug Bennett drove up to the exact same 
location as me. We began talking and found out that 
we both lived in the Colorado Springs region, a 6-hour 
drive from that location. Doug invited me to attend a 
local photography club meeting the following week. 
I knew I needed help improving my photography, and 
even though it was very difficult to go to the meeting by 
myself, I took a chance and went.  

Then fate showed more of its hand; Doug was giving a 
presentation that night! He had invited me to the meeting, 
but hadn’t told me he was presenting that evening. A 
little more background on myself: after my youngest 
child started kindergarten, I went to work for a large 
insurance company. I worked my way up the ladder, 
earned my Master’s degree in Education, and became 
a national software training designer, developer, and 
trainer. Because I was a professional corporate trainer, 
I was pretty critical of people who were not proficient 
in giving presentations. That evening, Doug started 
talking and I was immediately impressed. He was great 
at delivery and his presentation was very logically and 
professionally developed. Furthermore, I was actually 
able to  understand the concepts he was presenting! 
His images were amazing, and I saw exactly what I was 
looking for. I started taking notes furiously, trying to 
capture this amazing information he was sharing. He 
had a knack for making confusing, technical information 
understandable and I was eating up every word he 
spoke. At the end of his presentation, he mentioned how 
important it is to have a “shooting buddy” so you can 

“I still had the desire to continue to  
improve, but wasn’t sure what to do  

next to reach that goal.”

 

At the end of his presentation, he 
mentioned how important it is to have a 

“shooting buddy”
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meet to photograph sunrise. He said that 
otherwise, you would simply stay in bed and 
not go out. Even though it was difficult, I 
went up to him after the meeting and asked 
to become one of his shooting buddies. He 
is such a giving person; he agreed to take 
some other people and me shooting. He 
answered every question I asked without 
making me feel stupid. As a result, my 
photography started to get better. Doug 
and I became good friends, continued to go 
shooting together, and a few years later, we 
started dating. We fell in love and married 
in 2011. I was still selling my work at fairs, 
but my friend and I simply outgrew our 
booth. We had to split up so each of us 
could rent our own booth to have room for 
our images.

I continued to learn through online classes, 
books, magazines, and seminars. As a 
result, my work got significantly better, 
and my sales increased accordingly. I still 
had the desire to continue to improve, 
but wasn’t sure what to do next to reach 
that goal. Doug had mentioned PPA print 
competition, but I really didn’t know 
anything about it. He joined PPA in 2011 
and entered print competition that year. 
After going through the process, he 
encouraged me to start competing, too. 
We ordered the loan collection book, and 
seeing those images made a believer out 
of me! I joined PPA in 2012 and began 
entering competition myself. Three of 
my images merited and one went loan! 
At the 2013 Imaging convention, one of 
my images, #12 in my Portfolio entitled 
“Zion’s Art,” tied for 1st place in the Grand 
Imaging Awards Illustrative category. While 
on stage at the awards ceremony, I was 
convinced a mistake had been made and I 
really wasn’t supposed be up there. I was 
planning to slink off stage once the winner 
was announced and hoped no one would 
notice the mistake of having me there.

I was shocked beyond belief when it was 
announced I tied with Ben Shirk for first 

place. I saw all the images in the display 
area and couldn’t believe mine was chosen 
for that honor. Once they became available, 
I started ordering critiques of my images, 
and I have learned so much from them. My 
work has continued to get better and better. 
I love learning and it is such fun to watch 
myself grow Doug and I attended SW district 
competitions and Imaging USA conventions 
and listened to as many speakers and we 
could. We watched print competition live, 
and now watch the streaming broadcast of 
both district and national competitions. We 
also watch and listen to print competitions 
for various states. We sometimes enter 
those competitions to get more feedback 
on our images. We have attended Texas 
School many times, Kansas School, and 
East Coast School. One of the greatest 
joys of my life was to walk across the stage 
with my husband during the 2015 Imaging 
convention and to hang our Master’s 
degrees on each other. I didn’t believe I 
would be able to achieve all the print merits 
in time, but I was fortunate enough to earn 
the Diamond Photographer of the Year 
designation during the 2014 IPC. Achieving 
that medal enabled me to earn my Master’s 
degree at the same time as Doug.       

In 2017, I earned my Craftsman degree. 
I earned the merits from speaking at 
workshops, Super One-Days, and state and 
local guild meetings.

In 2018, I was awarded my Imaging 
Excellence medal and wear it proudly. In 
2015, I retired from my insurance company 
job, and in 2018, I retired from selling at 
fairs to allow as much time for family and 
travel as we can. Doug and I speak at state 
conventions and local guilds, and we love 
hearing other speakers while we are there.

While I love the act of photographing 
scenes, I get great pleasure out of working 
the images into my vision of the scene. 
My philosophy is one of artistic realism. 

Lifelong Learning (continued)

  “My philosophy is one  
of artistic realism.” 

“We should never be content 
with our present state; we 

must strive to continue to learn 
all our lives.”



12  American Society of Photographers Magazine      Volume  2, Summer 2020 661•775•3575  ASofP.com  13

Through intentional composition at the 
scene along with shooting discipline coupled 
with artistic post-processing, my goal is for 
the customer to see an artistic rendering of 
an actual scene. It is wonderful to watch the 
image develop on my computer screen into 
one that will bring enjoyment to the viewer 
and make them feel as if they are there. I 
find the more I work, the more ideas I have 
for improving the images, and I am enjoying 
this process very much.

My goal for the future is to travel to as 
many beautiful places as possible and to 
learn as much about photography and post-
processing as I can. There are so many 
different genres of photography; there is 
always something new to learn. I am in awe 
of the PPA portrait photographers and the 
Master Artists. Their work is breathtaking. I 
intend to explore any aspects of photography 
and to improve my post-processing skills 
through attendance at classes and self-
study. Selecting images for my portfolio 
was a challenging but rewarding experience. 
One of the most creative experiences I have 
had came from shooting sand dune images 
in the United Arab Emirates. There are 250 
square miles of sand dunes in the “Empty 
Quarter” which encompasses parts of the 
UAE, Saudi Arabia, and Oman. The tallest 
sand dunes in the world are located there. 
Very few photographers journey there, 
so the dunes contain no footprints and 

we were virtually alone for our shooting. 
Because of this, I felt that same sense of 
serenity and awe I felt during my childhood 
vacations. I could spend as much time as I 
wanted exploring various compositions and 
simply looking and absorbing the scenes. 
The variety of textures, shapes, colors, and 
graphic qualities led to endless possibilities. 

Lifelong Learning (continued) We have traveled there twice in the past two years 
and I look forward to returning there again. Because 
this location means so much to me and because it stirs 
such strong emotions in me, I have included several 
of my favorite images from the UAE in my portfolio. I 
have also included a variety of other subjects as well: 
those taken during various seasons and locations such 
as the West Coast, Southwestern Colorado, the desert 
Southwest, the Grand Tetons, Italy, and Switzerland. 
Each of these locations is special to me. Why do I love 
photography? The answer is because I can continue 
to learn and grow. I will never be arrogant enough to 
believe I have learned all there is to know; I am driven 
to seek and learn and hopefully, get better and better.

If you ever see an 88-year-old woman out on her 
daily walk, listening to her iPhone playlist through 
her Bluetooth headphones while her Apple Watch 
monitors her heart rate, that would be my mother. 
Through the example of her life, my mother has taught 
me that we should never be content with our present 
state; we must strive to continue to learn all our lives. 
She could not have given me a better life lesson, and I 
will be eternally grateful to her for that gift. h

“I am driven to seek and learn and 
hopefully, get better and better.”

Laura Bennett, 
M.Photographer, Cr., F-ASP

Laura Bennett of Colorado Springs, Colorado 
has photographed the landscape for decades. 
In her photography,

Laura has focused on creating images that stir 
and communicate feelings and emotions. She 
has learned that there are tools to consider and 
apply in making such images. There are certain 
psychological factors that impact the appeal 
and sales potential of landscape images.

This led to her success in selling her images 
commercially for over 14 years and to significant 
success in PPA Print Competition.

After joining PPA in 2012, Laura received her 
PPA Master of Photography degree in 2015, her 
Photographic Craftsman Degree in 2017, and 
her Imaging Excellence Award in 2018.

The ASP Educationtal Associate Degree
What is the EA Degree?

What is the ASP Educational Associate Degree? 
Well, if you have earned a Photographic 
Craftsman Degree, it’s confirmation that your 

journey means something to you. The Educational 
Associate degree is your chance to prove that you’ve 
traveled this far and yet still have more to share. 
You have an opportunity to validate yourself in a 
community of mentors and peers. I will never forget 
stepping down from that stage and heading back to my 
table, when a photographer I greatly admired came 
up  to me, shook my hand and said, “Your paper was 
great, I really enjoyed it. Congratulations and welcome 
to the club”. That was an amazing moment. 

Write a paper just to get a degree?...yes. It’s not only 
validation, it’s also your chance to share some of your 
photographic knowledge with your peers. Maybe you 
have a theory that needs to find its way from inside your 
head to outside your head. This is your moment. Quite 
honestly, you are not just writing a theoritical paper. The 
EA thesis is a research paper, meaning that in addition to 
proposing a theory related to the photography industry, 

Dana Nordlund, M.Photog.Cr., CPP, EA-ASP 

the author will also include research to substantiate that 
theory. This is what will separate you from the pack. It’s 
important to give some deep thought to what subject to 
write about. Make sure your topic is an interesting one, 
you will be spending a lot of time with it.

It’s great to have a chance for recognition for the area 
of my life’s work that is comprised of educating others 
about photography. This degree affirms a commitment 
to sharing knowledge. Having the Educational Associate 
Degree sets you apart from the masses with cameras 
out there. You have already received your  craftsman, 
now is your time to rise above.  h 

“The variety of textures, 
shapes, colors, and graphic 

qualities led to endless 
possibilities.” 
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Encaustics
A New Frontier in Photography
By JuliAnne Jonker
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Encaustics, cont.
ASP Subhead
By Someone, M.Photog. M.Artist. Cr., CPP, F-ASP
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Membership Certificates Available by Request

Contact: Ella Carlson at info@asofp.com by phone at 978-649-
7783 or through the ASP website.

All renewals done through the website, https://ASofP.com/
membership

Sign up for hassle-free auto-renewal and get the early-bird billed 
to your credit card on March 1st
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