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ASP Board Announces Proposed Slate of Officers
ASP President Randy McNeilly has announced the proposed slate of officers for the 2015 ASP year.
The ballot will be voted on at the Annual Membership meeting at Imaging USA in Nashville, February 1, 2015. Anyone wishing to run from the floor should contact ASP Executive Director Jon Allyn at
jonallyn@aol.com or call 800-638-9609.
Chairman of the Board - Randy McNeilly
President - Kalen Henderson
President-Elect - Jessica Vogel
Vice President - Dennis Hammon
Secretary -Treasurer - Gabriel Alonso
Governor - Don Raupp
Governor - Leslie Kitten
Governor - Rick Massarini

Volunteers Needed For ASP Booth at IUSA

As the booth chair for the ASP booth at the PPA International Convention, I am reaching out to our
members to let you know that we are still looking for a few more volunteers to help staff the booth at
the IUSA. The booth is no longer just a place to pick up your banquet tickets - it has turned into an
“information booth” since it is was moved from being in the registration area to being located inside
the IPC Exhibit area for the last few years. The ASP booth provides a location where those having
questions about ASP and about the PPA Photographic and Artist competitions - in general - can find
a knowledgeable person who can help to answer their questions.
A few years ago, when the convention was held in Atlanta, we were extremely busy in the booth, and
at times had PPA members standing in line waiting to speak with someone in the booth. With the
convention being in Nashville this year, and the fact that Nashville holds the prior convention attendance record, we expect the booth to be busy again this year.
The ASP booth provides a great place for our members to help others who have an interest in Competition. So, if you would like to spend some time helping to staff the booth, please let me know and
I can sign you up for a time slot that will be convenient for you. The booth will require staffing only
during the Trade Show hours since it is located inside the Exhibit Hall Area.
I am trying to staff the booth with multiple members in each time slot so that we will be able to
handle the large number of members having questions. We also plan to have some PPA general
membership information available so that we can give this information to Trade-Show only non-PPA
members before we direct them to the PPA membership booth.
This is a great opportunity to help promote ASP, PPA, and the International Photographic Competition. If you would like to be a part of the ASP booth staff, please contact me by replying to this email
or you can call me at my studio 504-341-4240 or on my cell 504-388-8113.
--Rick Massarini, Booth Chairman
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This is written with love to the many people in my life that have taught,
nurtured and encouraged me along my way.
These friendships that have shaped my life and blessed my soul.
I thank you.

Standing in the bathroom,
two things come to mind.
One, for most of my life, my bathroom has had a red light bulb screwed into the light socket and an
enlarger on top of the sink. And two, man, I’m getting old!
I fell in love with photography when, as a senior in high school, I met a really cute guy. He had just
come back from Vietnam with a bunch of camera equipment. He let me play with his camera. One
evening I loaded his Minolta 35mm and took my niece and her mom into my mom’s backyard for my
first portrait session. When I got the film developed, I thought, “Wow! These are great!” Little did I
know that I had gone under the cover of a tree in the beautiful end of day’s sweet golden light. I was
hooked.
I had grown up a doodler, which is really just another word for daydreamer. Without even realizing it, I
managed to turn every notebook, homework assignment, and piece of scrap paper into art. Flowers
were a favorite subject, drawn with delicate shading or sometimes hippy style fun. People, places,
anything really - I just loved to draw. But my practical side (my mom’s voice in my head) kept telling
me that I couldn’t make money doing this, that it was time to move on. Maybe I could make art with
a camera.
During one of my countless trips to the camera store I bought my first enlarger. I researched color
printing roller tubes, chemistry and precise timing. This was far too complicated for me, so I decided
on black-and-white. With the purchase of that enlarger, as well as a red bulb (for a safe light) I became a fine art photographer. Fame and fortune lay just ahead.
Soon, every piece of clothing I owned was marked with fixer stains. But it didn’t matter. Watching
an image come to life in a tray of developer was everything. Looking at a simple image I made of my
father smoking at the breakfast table filled me with an amazing sense of love. What a powerful thing
this photography.
One day I called I studio in town and asked if they were hiring. Nothing ventured, nothing gained,
right? I ended up getting the job and started printing weddings and learning portrait photography. Finally, I photographed my first wedding. It’s so funny to remember how confident I was about a genre
of photography I had never done. I’m sure I wasn’t very good. I just didn’t know it at the time.
Before long, I did weddings every weekend. I worked with a rangefinder style camera, the kind in
which you have to make two images align in order to focus. Forget that; I soon trained myself to
zone focus instead. If that wasn’t enough of a challenge, camera and flash settings were manual
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back then. There was a
piece of tape on the lens
marked so you could look
down and reset the aperture
after focusing each shot.
Mistakes were bountiful at
first but then I found that I
could go, “OK, I’m at eight
feet that’s f8 take the picture.” As my expertise grew,
I started to photograph as
many as three weddings
a weekend. At $25 a pop, I felt
confident that I was well on my
way. Success was surly just a
click away.
My excitement for weddings
eventually waned, so I decided
to take my skills in a different direction and went to work for the
county coroner. There I was able
to continue my love of blackand-white printing and also
learn how to dip and dunk color
slides. All of the lab equipment was state of the art, and
I could print my own work
after hours. I printed everything the medical examiners
photographed, as well as the
research doctors’ work.
The work was so varied and
you never knew what was on
the roll you were developing. Then it happened.
I loaded a negative and slid it under the enlarger
and there was a young girl murdered, stabbed
to death, in some
heart-wrenching ritual.
I remember thinking
that at some point she
knew that help was
not on the way. I was
so upset that I quit the
next day.
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I fell in love, married and
had two wonderful children.
Sadly, like so many other
marriages, mine dissolved.
When my dreams of being a stay-at-home mom
disappeared, I went back
to my first love, photography. Right away, I printed
business cards stating that
I specialized in, well, everything. And I was in business. our family life could often
be hectic with all the weddings,
portrait sessions and events.
Needless to say, the enlarger and
red bulb was back in business in
the bathroom.
One day I was photographing a
stock show and wondered into
an arena to watch the rodeo.
By the way, I live in Oklahoma,
cowboy country. “What fun,” I
thought, “I wonder what their
photographer does.” Asking
around, I learned that they
didn’t have one. Well, they
did now!
I studied and asked questions, bought different
equipment and became the
official photographer for
the Oklahoma High School
Rodeo Association. Each weekend my kids and I
would go to three different rodeos on Friday, Saturday and Sunday. It was so much fun. We loved
it. I even produced a
yearbook with images of each athlete
in their events.
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Accidents happen.
It was a Sunday
afternoon when a
barrel rider ran me

over with her horse. (Have
you ever had a concussion?)
The following weekend a bull
tried to do the same and I
decided that God wanted me
to do something less stressful. So I went back to weddings!

Before long, I had fallen in
love all over again. Print
competition was so exciting; conventions and learning were everything. I went
everywhere and did everything I could. I wanted to be
great. Then one day the most
incredible thing happened.
The Louisiana Photographers
asked me to speak. Me. It
wasn’t the money they offered; it was that someone
cared about what I though,
what I knew. Then Arkansas
asked me to judge. Really?
Me? Judge? Wow, yes!
Judging is having the best
seat in the house. Could it
get any better?

Well, equipment had come
a long way. With an automatic flash and a Mamiya
645 I was in business. With
all of the knowledge I had
acquired my motto was “f8
and be there.” I had also
wised up a little and was no
charging $75 to photograph
a wedding. At that price,
weddings were plentiful.
Then fate stepped in one Saturday morning when I was delivering proofs to a Hilton Hotel.
I walked by a darkened room
and peeked in. Clearly they were
having an art judging. I watched
a while and then realized they
were judging photographs.
Then I realized, “Wow, I’m not
any good.” But I was intrigued.
I wanted to be part of this. This
was my introduction to Professional Photographers of Oklahoma, PPA and Don Blair.
You never forget your first
teacher and I was lucky
enough to have Don. I paid
$69 for an all day class with
Big Daddy. Maybe when
people come together at
just the right time something
special happens. He became
my teacher, mentor and friend.
“Lucky, lucky me.”

Yes, it could. A few years later I
met my sweetheart, Don. Who
knew how much fun it could be
to have someone love photography as much as I did. He taught
me scenic photography - when,
where, and how to do this lovely
work. I knew I was addicted
when, during a snowstorm one
morning, I went driving without
him and took a beautiful image of
a tree-lined road. Imagine I found
my art just around the corner.
Since we met, Don and I
have traveled everywhere
together. Finally, he took me
to his favorite place, Yellowstone. There are simply no
words to explain how beautiful it was. Thankfully, I had
a camera!
We photographed from before dawn until dusk for five
days and at the end of that
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week, I had captured the most glorious fall I had
ever seen. It didn’t matter if someone had stood
there before, these images were mine.

I worked some magic in
Photoshop and turned it
into an intriguing midnight
mystery and it is one of my
favorites.

Meanwhile, the studio continued to grow. High
school seniors brought cheerleaders. Fabulous
cheerleaders. They are such a big part of the
studio. What a thrill it was to enter my first cheerleader composite and have it go into the PPA
Loan Collection.
Cheerleaders introduced
me to dancers. Dancers
are simply
wonderful to
photograph
because they
understand
their bodies
and how to
move them
with ease and
grace. Each
year I work to find new ways to showcase these
talented individuals. The dance business has
grown so much that we recently split Studio Art
Photography into an additional business specializing in dance called Spotlight Dance Photography.

Don also gave me a passion for all things digital.
“After Midnight”, is a women’s portrait that was
taken in a bedroom in bright daylight. It was to
be a gift for her husband in Iran. She was the
mother of three and wanted to feel sexy again.
12

of being an artist.
I’m now learning to
paint on canvas and
working to develop
mixed media images. I think of myself
as a computer generated image maker
as much as I do a
photographer.

Once I gained proficiency
in Photoshop, I moved on
to Corel Painter. Oh, my
goodness, how cool is this
program. What a wonderful way to turn my images
into pieces of art. I love the
soft and easy feel of watercolor images. That’s my
favorite style. It’s funny that
everything has gone in a
circle, back to my dreams

I almost forgot
another love - infrared. OK, now, that’s
just amazing. I tried it with film and never got it
right. But with digital I can do it. Whether it’s a
simple picture of a piece of ivy or better yet, let’s
float a lady in a hot tub with a piece of lace for a
blanket. The hot water
is like the sky and goes
black and the skin looks
iridescent. You can add
grain to give it an organic look and feel. We
liked the look enough to
have a camera converted to IR. Ugly light for
portraits means pretty
light for IR.
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It’s been over 30 years since I
screwed in that red light bulb.
Negatives have been replaced
by pixels, bits and bytes. My
enlarger has been updated to
a Canon printer with a wonderful array of papers. Everything
keeps getting better. The challenge is to never stop learning.
Looking at my portfolio, I’m
thinking that here is my heart,
printed right in front of me. I
wonder what’s next? I do know that I love my
life and I’m so grateful to God for all the wonderful things that have happened to me through
photography. It just may be that looking back
I see His wonderful plan for my life. I’ve made
mistakes aplenty. Life would have been easier if
I could have
stayed on the
path. My only
constant is
photography.
They say
if you love
what you do
you’ll never
work a day
in your life. I
don’t know about that because, I’ve worked and
worked hard. But, I still get up in the morning
and love going to work, learning, teaching and
judging.
I love it all.
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“For I know the plans that I have for
you, declares the LORD, plans for welfare and not for calamity, to give you a
future and a hope.” --Jeremiah 29:11

Nancy Emmerich is a PPA Master of Photography, a Photographic Craftsman and a PPA Diamond Award winner.
She is past president of both the Metro Professional Photographers and the Oklahoma Professional Photographers
as well as served on the boards of both the International
Photography Hall of Fame and the American Society of
Photographers. She is a PPA International Juror, a PPA Jury
Chairman, a member of the PPA Photographic Exhibition
Committee and Camera Craftsmen of America.
Nancy and her husband, Don, reside in Oklahoma City, OK,
where they own and operate their studios.
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Because we know you’re doing something elsse while you’re reading this.

Multitasking.
Most of us do it.

Driving to work while calling a client to change the venue of appointment
from Gloria Jean’s Coffees to Starbucks while listening to traffic updates on the radio; playing Warcraft III while being on a Skype video call
with girlfriend and drinking coffee at the same time or watching Korean
drama while texting husband to remind him to buy diapers and ironing
clothes simultaneously.
We multitask because it seems to save time, appears to be productive and because with the invention of this
small, thin, sleek gadget called The Smartphone, the temptation to multitask is overwhelming. However, science tells us that multitasking is not possible for the human brain (yes, you are not as smart as you think you
are).
When we are required to focus, we activate an area in our brain called prefrontal cortex, a part of our brain
that dominates the left and right of the front part of our brain which is responsible for planning, decision making and regulating social behaviour; and it serves as the motivator to enable us to perform the task at hand.
When we are concentrating on one task, both left and right sides of prefrontal cortex work together but when
we attempt to multitask, both sides split and work independently, as discovered by scientists at Institut National de la Sante et de la Recherche Medicale (INSERM) in Paris.
These scientists also discovered that due to the fact that we only have two frontal lobes, when we are required to perform more than two tasks at one time, we either forget one of the three tasks and make three
times more mistakes than we would when we are performing two tasks.
To further deter you from multitasking, research conducted at Stanford University showed that multitasking
may even damage our brain. Multitasker lack the ability to focus, to remember things, to organize thoughts, to
filter out immaterial information and they take longer time to switch from one task to another.
Furthermore, a study conducted by the University of London showed that multitasking lowers our IQ by 15
points. That would mean that the average IQ of a multitasker is similar to that of an eight-year-old child.
To make things worse, researchers at University of Sussex found that the multitasker had less brain density in
anterior cingulate cortex, the part of your brain that governs empathy and emotion, and this brain damage is
proven to be permanent instead of temporary. (Yes, that’s why you...ah, who cares, right?)
And if companies like Apple, Google, General Mills and Deutsche Bank are incorporating training programs on
mindfulness (a fancier term for focusing on the task at hand) to improve focus and efficiency, that should be
convincing enough for us to stop multitasking.
--Jenny Rice
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Are you eligible for 2015?

STATE ELITE WINNERS ANNOUNCED
Congratulations to the 2014 ASP State Elite Award Recipients and a grateful thank you to Miller’s
Professional Imaging for sponsoring the award. Make sure your membership is up to date prior to
your State and District competition so you can be eligible for this honor in 2015.
Arizona
Arkansas
California
Colorado
Florida
Georgia
Hawaii
Idaho
Illinois
Indiana
Iowa
Kentucky
Louisiana
Massachusetts
Michigan
Montana
Nebraska
New Hampshire
New Jersey
New Mexico
New York
North Carolina
Ohio
Oklahoma
Oregon
South Carolina
Tennessee
Texas
Utah
Virginia
Washington
West Virginia
Wisconsin
Wyoming

Bob Coats
Gary Meek
Karen Nakamura
Jeff Johnson
Sandra Pearce
Jeff Gulle
Dwight Okumoto
Cheri Hammon
Mark Woods
Eleen Cote
Uldis Ilvess
Jennifer McCarty-Palumbo
Timothy Eddington
Ella Carlson
Kelly Dobson
Kathy Wierda
Jessica Galaska
Jeff Dachowski
Jim LaSala
Oscar Lozoya
Top: “A Day In The
Ken Bovat
Life” by Jim LaSala;
Mona Kay Sadler
Middle: “Perfect
Robert Hughes
Perch” by Karen NakaLeslie Hoyt
mura; Bottom: “MarkJulie Kelleher
ing Time” by Timothy
Eddington.
Patty Hallman
Alfred Gordon
David Edmondson
Ted York
Jim Carpenter
Rob Behm
Steve Jessee
Dan Frievalt
George Dunlap
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Sharing up to 70 million photos per day

Instagram users top 300 million mark
Nine months after topping the 200 million mark, photo-sharing app Instagram reached a new milestone:
300 million monthly active users.
Of that 300 million, 65% of Instagram’s users are outside the USA. On average, Instagram users share 70
million photos a day, up from 60 million the year before. Users have shared 30 billion photos.
The milestone puts Instagram ahead of publicly traded
social network Twitter, which as of October boasted
284 million monthly active users.
“We’re thrilled to watch this community thrive and
witness the amazing connections people make over
shared passions and journeys,” says Kevin Systrom,
CEO of Instagram, in a blog post published Wednesday.
Research firm eMarketer estimates about one-sixth of U.S. smartphone users — 52.5 million — use
Instagram. Of those, nearly 80% are ages 12 to 34.
Systrom says he wants to keep Instagram “authentic,” so the service will introduce verified badges
in the coming days for celebrities, athletes and brands. It’s not clear how a user can qualify to grab
verified status.
The service is cracking down on fake and spammy accounts, deleting them permanently from Instagram.
Launched in 2010, Instagram allows users to share photos, often with special filters. Last year, the
mobile app for Android, iOS and Windows Phone added video. This year, Instagram launched a
separate Hyperlapse app that lets you capture time-lapsed videos.
In 2012, social network Facebook acquired Instagram for $1 billion and has sought ways to make
money off the photo-sharing service. Instagram began running ads last year, and its 300 million user
base is “very attractive” to marketers, says eMarketer analyst Debra Aho Williamson.
“Instagram’s ad business is still very new and has a lot of growing up to do — for example, its targeting capabilities are still very limited,” she says. “But the company’s new authentication initiatives
send a message to the ad community that their followers will be real entities and that the impressions they receive will not be fakes or bots.”
--Brett Molina, USA Today. Reprinted from USA Today.
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