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EVIDENCE-BASED PRACTICE 
 

It is the position of the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association that 
audiologists and speech-language pathologists incorporate the principles of  
evidence-based practice in clinical decision making to provide high quality 
clinical care. The term evidence-based practice refers to an approach in  
which current, high-quality research evidence is integrated with practitioner 
expertise and client preferences and values into the process of making  
clinical decisions. 
 
Participants are encouraged to actively seek and critically evaluate the  
evidence basis for clinical procedures presented in this and  
other educational programs. 
 
Adopted by the Scientific and Professional Education Board, April 2006 
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INTRODUCTION 

 
Extending our assessment knowledge beyond the picture-naming task, this program 
focuses on deep assessment in word finding. First, the theoretical underpinnings of 
word-finding assessment are discussed. Then, formal and informal procedures for the 
differential diagnosis of semantic versus phonologically based word-finding errors in both 
single word and discourse contexts are described. Finally, informal word-finding 
assessment is discussed in the context of classroom discourse and reading activities to 
guide selection of word-finding accommodations in the classroom (Tier 2 RTI 
programming). Emphasis is on children aged 4–18.  
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES 
After completing this program, you will be able to: 

 discuss an explanatory model of lexical processing that represents the 
theoretical underpinnings of word-finding assessment 

 describe possible disruptions in the lexical process that may underlie 
students’ word-finding errors 

 discuss formal and informal procedures for the differential diagnosis of 
semantic and phonologically based word-finding errors in single word and 
discourse contexts 

 apply word-finding assessment procedures to guide Tier 2 intervention 
decisions for learners with word-finding difficulties 
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

 
To earn continuing education credit, 

you must complete the test with 

a passing score on or before 

July 24, 2016. 

 

To see if this program has been 

renewed after this date, please 

search by title in ASHA’s online 

store at www.asha.org/shop. 

 

This course is offered for .2 ASHA CEUs 

(Intermediate level, Professional area). 
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SPEAKER 

 
Diane German, PhD, is a professor at National-Louis 

University, Chicago, IL. She is holder of the Endowed 

Chair in Special Education which is funded to support 

her research in word finding. She is an ASHA Fellow 

and a fellow of the International Academy for Research 

in Learning Disabilities. German has conducted 

research in word finding, published many articles, 

presented many technical papers, and conducted 

numerous state, national, and international seminars in the area of word finding. 
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