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EVIDENCE-BASED PRACTICE 
 

It is the position of the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association that 
audiologists and speech-language pathologists incorporate the principles of  
evidence-based practice in clinical decision making to provide high quality 
clinical care. The term evidence-based practice refers to an approach in  
which current, high-quality research evidence is integrated with practitioner 
expertise and client preferences and values into the process of making  
clinical decisions. 
 
Participants are encouraged to actively seek and critically evaluate the  
evidence basis for clinical procedures presented in this and  
other educational programs. 
 
Adopted by the Scientific and Professional Education Board, April 2006 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

This issue of Perspectives addressed issues related to dizziness and falling. There are 
three articles in this issue. One article by Angela Smith and Amy Porter specifically 
addressed issues related to assessing fall risk and make suggestions for intervention. 
The primary concern raised in this article is the need to reduce falls in the elderly and 
address how audiologists and physical therapists can work collaboratively to do this. A 
second article by Faith Akin, Courtney Hall, and Krista Riska addressed an 
interdisciplinary approach to the assessment and treatment of dizziness. These authors 
encourage a more cost-effective collaborative relationship between audiologists and 
physical therapists. The third article by Robin Criter, Jessie Patterson, and Julie Honaker 
addressed the audiologists’ role in assessing risk of falls. These authors suggested that 
more audiologists need to be involved in screening for the risk of falls in their elderly 
clients. They raise some interesting research questions, as well as review the tools that 
are available to both the audiologist and the physical therapist in reducing falls. 
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES 
After completing this program, you will be able to: 

 describe factors that influence the risk of falling in the older population 

 explain the importance of identifying sensitive and specific time efficient 
measures to incorporate in any audiology practice 

 describe an interdisciplinary approach to successful assessment and 
management of the dizzy patient 
 

PROGRAM HISTORY 

 
Original start date: December 12, 2013 

Available through: October 10, 2016 

 
IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

 
To earn continuing education credit, 

you must complete the test with 

a passing score on or before 

October 10, 2016. 

 

To see if this program has been 

renewed after this date, please 

search by title in ASHA’s online 

store at www.asha.org/shop. 

 

This course is offered for .25 ASHA CEUs 

(Intermediate level, Professional area). 
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audiologist and a clinical assistant professor at Utah State University. 
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Financial:  
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Tennessee State University. Courtney D. Hall is a research health scientist at Mountain Home VA Medical 

Center. She is also an associate professor at East Tennessee State University. Kristal Riska is a research 

audiologist at Mountain Home VA Medical Center. She is also a VA academic faculty member at East 

Tennessee State University. Their work is funded by the Department of Veterans Affairs, Rehabilitation 
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Nonfinancial:  
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student at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. Julie A. Honaker is an assistant professor  
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