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EVIDENCE-BASED PRACTICE 
 

It is the position of the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association that 
audiologists and speech-language pathologists incorporate the principles of  
evidence-based practice in clinical decision making to provide high quality 
clinical care. The term evidence-based practice refers to an approach in  

which current, high-quality research evidence is integrated with practitioner 
expertise and client preferences and values into the process of making  
clinical decisions. 
 
Participants are encouraged to actively seek and critically evaluate the  
evidence basis for clinical procedures presented in this and  
other educational programs. 
 
Adopted by the Scientific and Professional Education Board, April 2006 
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INTRODUCTION 

 
Review current assessment strategies for children with severe speech impairment (aged 
1–7), including possible childhood apraxia of speech. Videotaped examples support the 
discussion, which emphasizes differential diagnosis based on diagnostic markers and 
interpretation of a child’s responses during assessment tasks. The relative effects of 
motor speech impairment and cognitive/linguistic skills upon a child’s communication 
disorder are considered. Participants interact with the content through multimedia case 
studies and self-assessment activities.  
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES 
After completing this program, you will be able to: 

 identify and describe appropriate assessment tasks for differential diagnosis 
of CAS 

 interpret assessment data and provide a rationale for treatment decisions 

 differentially diagnose CAS versus (or in addition to) other childhood speech-
language disorders 

 

PROGRAM HISTORY 

 
Original start date: July 29, 2010 

Peer Reviewed: April 21, 2013 

Available through: April 21, 2016 

 
IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

 
To earn continuing education credit, 

you must complete the test with 

a passing score on or before 

April 21, 2016. 

 

To see if this program has been 

renewed after this date, please 

search by title in ASHA’s online 

store at www.asha.org/shop. 

 

This course is offered for .3 ASHA CEUs 

(Intermediate level, Professional area). 
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SPEAKER 

 
Dr. Ruth Stoeckel, PhD, CCC-SLP, is a speech-language 

pathologist at the Mayo Clinic. She received her PhD from 

the University of Minnesota. She has worked as a clinician 

and independent consultant in schools, private practice, a 

private rehabilitation agency, and clinical settings. Dr. 

Stoeckel is on the professional advisory board of the 

Childhood Apraxia of Speech Association of North America 

(CASANA). Her areas of special interest include childhood 

motor speech disorders, cochlear implants, and autism.  

Dr. Stoeckel participates in research on treatment efficacy 

for childhood apraxia of speech, assessment of motor 

speech disorders, and an epidemiological study of the 

relationship between speech-language disorders and childhood learning disorders. She 

has presented yearly at the National Conference of the Childhood Apraxia of Speech 

Association of North America, as well as presenting at ASHA and to state level 

organizations. Her publications include studies in The Journal of the American Academy 

of Audiology, Laryngoscope, and the Journal of Medical Speech-Language Pathology, 

and articles for the CASANA newsletter. Dr. Stoeckel has been a reviewer for the Volta 

Review, Language, Speech, and Hearing Services in Schools, and the Journal of 

Speech-Language-Hearing Research. 

 

DISCLOSURES 
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Speech-Language Pathologist, Mayo Clinic 

Speaking fees and royalties, Childhood Apraxia of Speech Association of North America  

Speaker received financial compensation from ASHA 

 Nonfinancial: 

Volunteer and Member, advisory committee for Childhood Apraxia of  

Speech Association of North America 
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