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EVIDENCE-BASED PRACTICE 
 

It is the position of the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association that 
audiologists and speech-language pathologists incorporate the principles of  
evidence-based practice in clinical decision making to provide high quality 
clinical care. The term evidence-based practice refers to an approach in  

which current, high-quality research evidence is integrated with practitioner 
expertise and client preferences and values into the process of making  
clinical decisions. 
 
Participants are encouraged to actively seek and critically evaluate the  
evidence basis for clinical procedures presented in this and  
other educational programs. 
 
Adopted by the Scientific and Professional Education Board, April 2006 
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INTRODUCTION 

 
How do you fit a square peg in a round hole? Sometimes that’s the dilemma that the 
school-based SLP faces when adhering to Medicaid requirements. During this program, 
you’ll receive an overview of the federal requirements for Medicaid, including provider 
qualifications, the “under the direction of” rule, medical necessity, and covered services. 
You’ll also learn how Medicaid funding works at the federal, state, and local levels, and 
the differences between Medicaid and IDEA requirements. Billing, documentation, 
ethical, and reimbursement issues will be discussed, and a summary of the Office of 
Inspector General audits of state Medicaid plans will be shared. We’ll also highlight 
emerging trends, successful advocacy efforts, and tools you can use with decision 
makers. 
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES 
After completing this program, you will be able to: 

 describe the funding flow of Medicaid dollars from the federal to the local level 

 define the federal documentation requirements 

 identify the two most common mistakes noted in state Medicaid audits 

 locate state-specific resources as they relate to practice and reimbursement 

 define ASHA’s resources regarding scope of practice 
 

 

PROGRAM HISTORY 

 
Start date: July 18, 2013 

Available through: May 29, 2016 

 
IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

 
To earn continuing education credit, 

you must complete the test with 

a passing score on or before 

May 29, 2016. 

 

To see if this program has been 

renewed after this date, please 

search by title in ASHA’s online 

store at www.asha.org/shop. 

 

This course is offered for .2 ASHA CEUs 

(Intermediate level, Related area). 
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SPEAKERS 

 

Marie Ireland, MEd, CCC-SLP, serves as the Virginia Department 

of Education’s educational specialist for speech-language 

pathology. She also provides professional development and 

technical assistance for evaluation and eligibility, language 

diversity, and general special education issues in Virginia. Ireland 

received her bachelor’s degree from the University of Pittsburgh, 

her master’s degree from the University of Virginia, and is an ASHA 

certified speech-language pathologist. She has worked as a SLP in 

Virginia’s public schools at the elementary and secondary level, and 

supervised programs for special education students K–12. She 

served on the Speech-Language Hearing Association of Virginia’s Board for 6 years, is president 

of the State Education Agencies Communication Disabilities Council, and is currently a member 

of the ASHA SLP Advisory Council and School Finance Committee. 

 

Janet Deppe is the state advocacy director in the Government Relations and Public Policy 

division at ASHA. In that capacity, she coordinates the priorities of ASHA's state advocacy team, 

serves as the ASHA liaison to states in the central and Midwest region under ASHA’s state 

outreach initiative, provides assistance and support to further state legislative and regulatory 

efforts, and manages administrative and management issues. She monitors credentialing, health, 

and education legislation and regulations in states, and represents the association at federal and 

state meetings. Janet is the ex officio for ASHA’s School Finance Committee, which focuses on 

helping members understand and access complex federal, state, and local funding mechanisms. 

 

Laurie Alban Havens joined the ASHA staff in October 2010 as director of 

private health plans and Medicaid advocacy. She has experience both as a 

reimbursement and coverage expert and as an SLP. Most recently, she was 

corporate compliance officer for a rehabilitation and skilled nursing home 

system. Prior to that she was a project manager for a corporation specializing 

in national Medicare and Medicaid consultation, a project coordinator for 

CMS, a manager for clinical and reimbursement regulations for a rehabilitation contractor, a 

skilled nursing home administrator, and a school-based SLP. 

DISCLOSURES 

 

Financial Disclosures:  

Marie Ireland has no financial relationships related to the content of this course. 

Janet Deppe is ASHA staff. 

Laurie Alban Havens is ASHA staff. 

  

Nonfinancial Disclosures:  

Marie Ireland has no nonfinancial relationships related to the content of this course. 

Janet Deppe is an ASHA volunteer. 

Laurie Alban Havens is an ASHA member and ex officio to the Medicaid Committee.   
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