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INTRODUCTION 
 
Children who experience stress and trauma in utero and early infancy, as well as those 
who are maltreated as they grow up, are at a higher risk for many medical, 
developmental, psychological, and emotional problems, including deficiencies in 
language skills due to brain dysfunction or lack of adequate stimulation. SLPs should be 
aware of the impact that maltreatment and prenatal exposure to drugs and alcohol can 
have on a child’s development to ensure appropriate assessment and treatment. This 
journal self-study includes research articles that explore the effect of maltreatment on 
language as well as what impact prenatal exposure to cocaine, alcohol, and other 
medical and environmental factors may have on language development. This 
information will help clinicians tease out small language differences that may relate to 
social and academic difficulties that cannot be explained otherwise. 
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES 
You will be able to: 

• Discuss the impact of common pre-, peri-, and neonatal conditions on the 

development of specific language impairment 

• List reasons for language difficulties in children who are maltreated 

• Explain how subtle differences in language and social communication can affect 

academic performance in children who are maltreated or exposed prenatally to 

drugs and alcohol 

• Apply knowledge about the role prenatal exposure to drugs and alcohol, as well 

as maltreatment, has on a child’s language development to assessment and 

treatment 
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Articles originally published in Journal of Speech, Language, and Hearing Research 
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To earn continuing education credit, you must complete the test with a passing score on 

or before October 23, 2021. 
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